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PREFACE 


The evergrowing volume of new studies on the uprising 
of 1857 and the mass of new documentation have significantly 
extended our knowledge of the traumatic episode. Neverthe¬ 
less, certain areas remain dark and several issues unsettled so 
far. In view of this, further research is called for to tell the 
story of the great event in full It is hoped that this three- 
volume work—Vol. 1 : The Trial of Bahadur Shah] Vol. II : The 
Spy Reports and other Documents; and Vol. Ill : The Mutiny Papers 
will provide useful source-material to the explorers of facts 
pertaining to the subject. 

The present volume, which is number one in the series, 
covers the Trial of Bahadur Shah. So far four editions of this 
work have been published (London : 1859 Lahore : lb70; 
Calcutta : 1895 ; Lahore : 1933). But unfortunately none of 
these editions is easily accessible to scholars and researchers of 
todry. I hope the present edition, based on London Edition 
(Published by the Orders of the House of Commons, 1859), 
will meet their requirement. 

I am grateful to several persons from whom I have 
received gieat help in doing this work. Especially I would 
like to thank Professor Ainsle T. Embree and my colleagues 
Professor V. N. Datta and Dr. R. S Singh for reading the 
Introduction and making valuable suggestions; Shri C. P. 
Mathur for providing some useful documents and material; 
Shri Satyaprakash of The Acadmic Press for his interest in 
bringing out the work expeditiously; and, finally, my wife for 
helping me in many ways to complete this work. 


K. C. Yadav 

Kurukshetra 
15 December, 1979 
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INTRODUCTION 


I 

The eighteenth century in India began on a sad note. 
Aurangzeb, the last of the great Mughals, closed his eyes in 
death on 3 March 1707 and after him came the deluge. He 
was succeeded by pigmies^ who failed to check it: In fact what 
Demosthenese, the acme of Greek eloquence, had said on the 
fall of the Athenian Empire in the 4th century B.G. could well 
have been said by these imbecile successors of Aurangzeb, too, 
with regard to their handling the aflfairs of the Mughal 
Empire—“The gods alone preserve our Empire, for we on our 
pait aie doing all we can to destroy it”. Unfortunately, thegods 
did not oblige them; and province after province slipped out of 
their feeble hands, reducing the greatest Empire of the world 
to a petty kingdom, a mere sliadow of its former self, in no time. 

The history of those days was a story of ‘woe and whop, 
misery and misfortune, penury and poverty’, when kings 
were humiliated and queens tortured, the grand wazirs 
beheaded and the general populace subjected to unheard of in¬ 
dignities and oppression". The tragic irony was that the moun¬ 
tebanks and un worthies sitting on the great throne of Akbar 

1. Bahadur Shah I (1707-12), Jahandar Shah (1712-13), Farrukh Siyar 
(1713-19), Refiuddarjat (1719), Shahjahan II (1719), Muhammad 
Shah (1719-48), Ahmad Shah (1748-‘>4), Alamgir II (1754-59), Shah 
Alam II (1769-1806), Akbar II (1806-1837), and Bahadur Shah II 
(1837-57). 

2. Dr. H.R. Gupta has drawn a graphic picture of these pitiable condi¬ 
tions in Marathas and Panipat (Chandigarh : 1961), pp. 321-22 : Those 

were the times when “queens were starved for days together and. 

princesses tried to run away to beg food in the street,.when all 

prettiest wives and maiden daughters of Mir Bakhshi Samsamuddaulah 
were dragged to bed by Nadir Shah, when one hundred beautiful 
women from the harem of the ex-Prime Minister Intizamuddaulah 
were taken away by Ahmad Shah Durrani to his personal camp, when 
all wives, sisters and even mothers of Prime Minister Imadulmulk 
were violate by Rohillas, when 350 queens and princesses, along with 
thousands of other women of lesser rank, were pulledjout of the covered 
carriages (ratAt), stripped of all their jewellery and fine clothing and 
were raped on the sand in the open by Maratha soldiery, when the 
billeted foreign troops slept with the people’s wives and daughters 
before the very eyes of their husbands and fathers.” 
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and Aurangzeb were just silent spectators of this sombre 
tragedy. They had, it seemed, resigned their affairs into ihe 
hands of Allah, knowing not that He always helps those who 
help themselves. 

In 1803, the worst of the calamities befell on them : the 
Briush forces crossed the Yamuna and entered the Imperial 
Capital on 14 September. Shah Alam, the blind old shadow 
on the Mughal throne, did not and could not save his indepen¬ 
dence from the invaders. Earlier he had mortgaged his 
sovereignty for dal-chapati to the Marathas and now he submit¬ 
ted himself® to the new masters on somewhat better 
terms.^ 

Shah Alain’s successors, Akbar 11 (1806-1837) and 

Bahadur Shah II (1837-1857) ‘enjoyed’ this position for about 
half a century. Satiated only with hollow and high-sounding 
titles, such as Hazrat ^ille Subham (His Majesty, The Shadow 
of God), Khalifatur Rahmani (Caliph of God), Sahib Qirani (Lord 
of the times), and so on, they never made any manly effort to 
recover their lost power and prestige. Even in matters like 
appointing their heirs-apparent, they took no initiative. 
Babur must have turned in his grave when his descendant 
Akbar Shah II, wishing to appoint as his heir-apparent Mirza 
jehangir in place of Mirza Abu Zafar, a favourite of British 
authorities, went to the extent of pressing his claim with the 
meanest of mean weapons, a false accu^tion that Mirza Abu 
Zafar, his son, had seduced his step-mStherA To disqualify 
his second son Buland Bakht for this post, Akbar Shah branded 
him as an illigitimate child. He even sent his queens— 
Qudisa Begum, Daulatul Nisa Begam and Mumtaz Mahal to 
the British Resident (20 March 1807) for entreating with him 
to appoint Jehangir as heir-apparent. But all this ended 

3. In the beginning, however, he had said; “I will take the field against 
the English whose invariable custom it is in whatever country they 
are allowed to reside under fixed stipulations, speedily to seige upon 
that country.” See Percival Spear, Twilight of the Mughals (Cambri¬ 
dge : 1951), p.36. But he did not do anything of this sort. 

4. Shah Alam received Rs. 54-55,000 per month from the Marathas. The 
British enhanced it to Rs. 60,000 on taking charge of Delhi in 
September 1803. Subsequently it was raised toRs. 94,000 (1805). See 
NAl, Foreign Secret Consultation, No. 11, 7 Maroh 1805. 

5. See NAI, Foreign Secret Consultation, No. 25, 26 Feb. 1807, 
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in vain; and the British appointed Abu Zafar as heir- 
apparent®. 

On 11 May i857, fortune smiled on the Timurid House for 
a moment. At mid-night, twenty-one salvo announced that 
Bahadur Shah had assumed the reins of the Empire after more 
than half a century’. Surprisingly, the 82-year-old, feeble 
and sick Emperor discharged his duties ably during the crisis. 
Even John Lawrence, the then Chief Commissioner of Panjab 
and Bahadur Shah’s staunch enemy, lauded his efforts®: 

The papers referring to the system of the King’s 
government exhibit in a remarkable manner the active 
personal share which the King himself took in the con¬ 
duct of affairs.. . It must be admitted that his orders 
were not unworthy of the situation. He did make an 
effort to preserve order in the city, to repress rapine and 
murder in the village, to check malversation and to 
restrain the excesses of the soldiery. 

Despite all this, however, Bahadur Shah failed to maintain 
himself on his ancestral throne for long. On 20 September 
1857, the British forces recaptured Delhi; and two days later, 
Bahadur Shah was a prisoner of the British. 

II 

Bahadur Shah was brought to trial before a Special Com¬ 
mission on 27 January 1858 under Act XlV of 1857. Many 
parsimonious officials had suggested Calcutta, the British 
capital, as a venue of the trial, as it was far removed from the 
scene of rebellion. But Delhi, and to be more precise, the 
Diwari’i-Khas of the Red Fort was chosen. This was not just 
a fancy; the halo of the Mughal sovereignty was to be ship¬ 
wrecked in the highest temple of its creaters and in the sight of 
its hundreds and thousands of believers, admirers, and symp¬ 
athisers. 

The trial was scheduled to begin at 11 a.m.; and Bahadur 
Shah, heavily guarded by men of the 60th Rifles, reached the 

6. For details see K.N. Panikkar, British Diplomacy in North India (Delhi: 

1968), pp. 20-21. 

7. See p. 364. 

8. Press List of Mutiny Papers^ ^Calcutta : 1892), pp. II-III. 
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place in time. But the proceedings did not start. The 82 
year old Emperor was kept standing as a prisoner* outside 
his own Diwan-i-Khas, where the European audience 
continued to shout, boo, and jeer at him for about hour and 
half. At last when the clock struck half-past twelve, he was 
called in. 

Visibly unmoved, calm and composed, Bahadur Shah 
stepped into the court room, supported by Jawan Bakht, his 
son, and a loyal servant. He was given an undignified seat 
near that of the President, where wrapping himself in a 
woollen shawl, he relaxed in a carefree mood. His servant 
stood behind him, and Jawan Bakht on his left. 

The formal proceedings of the Court began at about half¬ 
past twelve. The prosecutor, after taking a formal oath, read 
out the following charges preferred against the prisoner- 
Emperor® : 

1st. For that he, being a pensioner of the British Gover¬ 
nment in India, did at Delhi, at various times between 
the 10th of May, and 1st of October, 1857, encourage, 
aid and abet, Muhammad Bakht Khan, Subadar of the 
Regiment of Aitillery, and diverse others, Native 
Commissioned Officers and Soldiers unknown of the 
East India Company’s Army, in the crimes of Mutiny 
and Rebellion against the State. 

2nd. For having at Delhi, at various times between 
the 10th May and 1st of October, 1857, encouraged, 
aided and abetted Mirza Moghal, his own son, a 
subject of the British Government in India, and others 
unknown inhabitants of Delhi and of the North-West 
Provinces of India, also subjects to the said British 
Government, to rebel and wage war against the State. 

3rd. For that he, being a subject of the British Govern¬ 
ment in India, and not regarding the duty of his 
allegiance, did at Delhi, on the 11th May, 1857, or 
thereabouts, as a false traitor against the State, pro¬ 
claim and declare himself the reigning King and 


9. See pp. 4-5. 
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Sovereign of India, and did then and there traitorous, 
seize and take unlawful possession of the City of Delhi, 
and did moreover at various times between the 10th of 
and 1st of October, 1857, as such false traitor aforesaid 
treasonably conspire, consult, and agree with Mirza 
Moghal, his own son, and with Muhammad Bakht 
Khan, Subadar of the Regiment of Artillery, and 
diverse other false traitors unknown, to raise levy, and 
make insurrection, rebellion and war, against the 
State, and further to fulfil and perfect his reasonable 
Government of design of overthrowing and destroy¬ 
ing the British Government of India, and assemble 
armed forces of Delhi, and send them forth to fight and 
wage war against said British Government. 

4th. For that he, at Delhi, on the IGthof May, 1857 or 
thereabouts did within the precincts of the palace at 
Delhi, feloniously cause, and become accessory to the 
murder of 49 persons chiefly women and children of 
European and mixed European descent; and did, 
moreover, between the 10th of May and 1st of Octo¬ 
ber, 1857, encourage and abet divers Soldiers and 
others in murdering European officers, and other 
English subjects, including women and children both 
by giving and promising such murderers, service, 
advancement, and distinctions, and further, that he 
issued orders to different Native Rulers having local 
authority in India, to slay and murder Christians and 
English people, whenever and wherever found in their 
territories; the whole or any part of such conduct being 
an heinous offences under Act XIV of 1857, of the 
Legislative Council in India. 

In the end, the Prosecutor stated that although the 
Prisoner might be convicted by the Court, no capital sentence 
could be passed on him, for General Wilson had promised to 
him his life before his arrest. 

The prosecutor then put the formal question to the 
prisoner with the help of the interpreter : 

“Muhammad Bahadur Shah, are you ‘Guilty’ or 
*Not Guilty* of the charges preferred against you ?“ 
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There was silence for some time. The question was repeated 
and explanations given. But again, there was no reply After 
much exertion, Bahadur Shah was made to say only “No”. 

Bahadur Shah has been censured by many writers for 
accepting the trial by the Commission. He was not a British 
subject, they say, and, therefore, there was no justification for 
the British to try him like this^“. 

This does not seem to be a complex problem. There are 
two parties in this case—the Mughals and the British. The first 
party believed that the right of force entitled one to acquire a 
Kingdom/empire, and, tliat no treaty was necessary. In 1526, 
their ancestor, Babur, had usurped the Indian Empire of the 
Pathans by killing Ibrahim Lodi at Panipat. No rights were 
transferred, and no formal treaty was signed to legalize the 
transfer. Similarly, the Mughals did not insist on having any 
formal treaty with the British in 1803 or thereafter to legalize 
the change. 

The British took a different view, however. According to 
them, a treaty was necessary to give the transfer a legal 
character as required by International law. But here an 
important point arose before them ? Treaty with whom—the 
Mughals or the Marathas ? They ignored the Mughals, and 
ratified a treaty with the Marathas from whom they had 
acquired the territory. Col. Scott, a British Resident at Delhi 
for a short while, explained this position thus** : 

...It is obvious that the British Government has an 
indubitable title to consider the conquest of Delhi and 
of the country contiguous to it as a conquest 
from the Marathas; and that it derives from that 
conquest the further title of exercising all the rights 
of conquesors without reference to former possessors 
or sovereigns. 

10. See, for instance, N.K. Nigam, Delhi tn 1857 (Delhi: 1957), pp. 177-78, 
who has expressed this opinion. A British author, F.W. Buckler 
also thinks likewise. Writing in I920’s he said that in fact, it was 
the British East India Company which had rebelled against Bahadur 
Shah and not-vice-versa. See his ‘The Political Theory of the Indian 
Mutiny’, Transaction of the Royal Historical Society {4th series), Vol.V 
(1922), pp. 71-100. 

11. General Lake to Lord Welesley, 4 September 1804, vide NAI, 
Foreign Secret Consultations, Noe. 9-11, 7 March 1805. 
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Lord Wellesley^ the then Governor-General of India, 
accepted these suggestions of his junior official; and so 
did his successors in times to come^®. 

The merchant-adventurers, nevertheless, “honoured the 
name of the Mughal Emperor and kept alive his reputation 
as the sovereign of India as long as it served their purpose”, 
but as soon as they found that their power had been well- 
established, they annihilated the fiction and treated him just 
as their subject. That was the reality. 

Ill 

Bahadur Shah’s Trial which includes accounts of over one 
and a half dozen eye-witnesses, and about two hundred con¬ 
temporary documents, provides wealth of material on the Up¬ 
rising of 1857. It opens with a detailed account of the happen¬ 
ings which took place within the historic city of Delhi on 11th 
May 1857, and covers almost every aspect of the Uprising^* 
through September 1857, keeping Bahadur Shah and Delhi as 
its focal point. I do not feel any need to summarise the Trials 
for the readers can judge its value for themselves. However, 
what I intend to do here is to point out brifly some of its 
interesting features which have not been noticed by many 
historians who have worked on the Uprising of 1857. 

A casual look at a few pages of the Trial would convince 
the inquisitive reader that by 1850’s the British Government 
stood thoroughly discredited in the eyes of the people. Since 
the people could not give free expression to their feelings 
against it, they resorted to a different technique—rumour 
mongering. The main theme of these rumours was that the 
Government was wicked and that it w'as going to be ‘damned’ 
very soon. For illustration, take the foilwing deposition to 

12, For discussion see Mahdi Husain, Bahadur Shah II and the War of 1857 
(Delhi : 1958), Chapters III-IV; F.E. Buckler, op. cit., pp. 71-100; 
Percival Spear, op. cit., p. 36. 

13. Cf. the following statement of the Judge-Advocate (pp. 5-6) : “It 
may be necessary to mention that evidence will be submitted to 
you (members of the Commission), which may not bear strictly on 
the charges that have just been perused against Bahadur Shah. It is 
deemed that all the circumstances connected with the late Rebellion, 
even though not in direct relation to the indictment, may be here 
appropriately recorded.” 
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this effect by Captain Martinau^* of the Ambala-Depot, who 
possessed the double perspective of a participant and'sensitive 

eye-witness^® . 

Question (by the Court) : Had you any conversation 
with these men (sepoys) relative to some chapatis that 
were circulated to different villages in these districts 
before the outbreak ? 

Answer (by Martinau) : Yes, I had frequent conver¬ 
sations with various sepoys on this subject. I asked 
them what they understand in reference to them, 
and by whom they supposed they were circulated. 
They described them to me as being in size and shape 
like ship biscuits, and believed them to have been 
distributed by order of Government through the 
medium of their servents for the purpose of intimating 
to the people of Hindustan that they should be all 
compelled to eat the same food and that was 
considered as a token, that would likewise be 
compelled to embrace the faith, or as they termed it, 
“one food and one faith.” 

Question : As far as yon could understand, was this 
idea generally prevalent among all the sepoys of the 
various detachments at the Depot. 

Answer : It was prevalent, as far as 1 could judge, 
among all the sepoys of every regiment^* that 
furnished detachment to the Depot, at Ambala. 

Question ; Was there any report of the Government 
having mixed ground bones with flour for the purpose 
of having it distributed to the sepoys and so destroying 
their caste ? 

Answer ; Yes, I first heard of this in the month of 
March. It was told me that all the flour retailed from 
the Government Depot for the supply of troops on the 
march was so adulterated. 

14. He was a highly intelligent officer, who freely mixed with the sepoys. 
The sepoys on their part reposed great confidence in him. 

15. See p, 258. 

16. Fortyfour regiments in Northern India sent their detachments to the 
Ambala Depot. 
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Quest on : Do you think the sepoys generally firmly 
believed in this ? 

Answer'. I have seen corresponden ce from various men 
which the sepoys of the Depot voluntarily placed in 

any hands, the writers of which themselves sepoys 
evidently believed that such was the case. 

The Trial lists several other rumours—‘fabrications of the 
most insidious kind’ (to use the Judge-Advocate’s vocabulary), 
which were meant “to prepare all the men for change and 
insurrection”^^. I wonder how our serious, and learned his¬ 
torians like Dr. S.N. Sen and Dr. R.G. Majumdar could have 
afforded to dismiss these ‘insidious fabrications* as pure 
nonsense, having no connection with the Uprising. There 
may be no truth in bones being mixed with the flour; and 
the chapatis may not have any connection with the crisis, but 
were these rumours not moulding public opinion against the 
British ? 

The people were told in no uncertain terms that the rule of 
the Feringhees was coming to an end in the centenary year of 
Plassey. But how ? Persia and Russia were “advancing 
immediately upon India with immense armies”, and France 
and Turkey would assist them. The so-called staunch ally of 
the British, Dost Muhammad Khan of Afghanistan was even 
“not going to help them”^®. And the crown of Hindustan was 
“reserved for bestowel on the King of Delhi. 

The iron was thus made hot and then there came the strike 
on 10 May 1857. Was this strike premeditated ? Was there a 
careful planning of any sort to rise on this day ? Dr. S.N. Sen, 
Dr. R.G. Majumdar, and Dr. S.B. Ghaudhari reply in the neg¬ 
ative, but the Trial gives a different story. Gaptain Martinau, 
who had studied the subject minutely from the very beginning, 
gave the following deposition^* ; 

Question by the Court : Did you observe anything 
peculiar in the conduct of the sepoys under your 

17. See p. 386, 

18. See pp. 386-87. 

19. Ibid. 

20. See p, 258. 
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command previous to the outbreak, or any intimation 
of what was about to take place ? 

Answer by Martinau : Yes, they (sepoys) told me in 
plain language that there would bean outbreak.. I 
made a public report to the above effect to Army 
headquarters then present at Ambala... 

Ahsanullah Khan, the physician of Emperor Bahadur Shah 
who had possessed an intimate knowledge of the state of 
affairs, observed^^ : 

The Volunteer Begiment (38 NI) of Delhi said that 
before the breaking out of the Mutiny, they had 
leagued with the troops at Meerut and that the latter 
had correspondence with the troops in all other places 
so that from every cantonment troops would arrive 
at Delhi. After the defection of the native army, I 
understand that letters were received at Delhi, from 
which it was evident that they had beforehand made 
a common cause among themselves. 

The Judge-Advocate on the basis of this and much more 
evidence contained in the Trial came to the conclusion that^^ 

there must have been some power at work to 
have thus operated on a whole army scattered 
in different cantonments from Calcutta to Peshawar. 
1 think that such could not have been accomplished 
without some secret mutual understanding, and some 
previous preparation, the establishment of which may 


21. See p. 416 for details. 

The above fact is also corroborated by another eyewitness, Mirza 
Ghalib, a great Urdu poet. “The watchmen of the city (Delhi) 

gates”, said the Mirza, “who had full knowledge of the secret plot. 

welcomed these invited guests (sepoys from Meerut)”. Robert 
Montgomery, the Chief Judicial Commissioner of Panjab in 1857 
also makes a partial admission of this fact; “Their is no doubt that 
the troops at Delhi were prepared for the occurrence at Meerut and 
were fully resolved to stand by their comrades”. Montgomery’s 
‘Chief’, John Lawrence, also admits having been informed of the fact 
that “time of the outbreak of the revolt was pre-decided”. Sham 
Singh, an informant from Ambala is more elaborate and specific in 
this legard. He told Forsyth, the Deputy Commissioner of Ambala, 
at the end of April “a general rising of the sepoys would take place 
in the beginning of May and according to their (sepoys’) plan the 
blood of the Europeans would be shed at a number of places”. K.C, 
Yadav, The Revolt of 1857 in Haryana (Delhi : 1977), p. 130,,, 

22. See p. 381. Also refer to pp, 350-51, 354-56, 362. 
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appropriately be termed conspiracy. I have stated also 
that it seems as if it was not owing to a cartridge of 
any kind that such an amount of mutiny and murder 
has solely to be attributed but I should be more than 
blind to all that has appeared on these proceedings 
and elsewhere if I failed to recognise in the cartridge 
question the immediate means of instrument adopted 
for bringing about a much-desired end It seems to have 
been the spark, not accidentally shot forth, but delibe¬ 
rately chosen to explode a mine previously prepared. 

Here a question may, however, be posed : If a pre-concerted 
conspiracy was there, who were the leaders who organised, 
and executed the conspiracy ? It is somewhat difficult to 
give an answer to this question, for no direct evidence is 
available on this point. The sepoys, in fact, used to be extra- 
cautious in those days, for we know that despite their best 
efforts, the Ambala authorities could not find any clue to the 
culprits responsible for causing incendiary fires which were 
almost a daily occurance at that station in March-April 1857. 
General Anson, British-G-in-C, expressed his helplessness 
to Lord Canning, the Governor-General on it : “Strange that 
the incendiaries should never be detected. Every one is on 
the alert there but still no clue to the offender’’^. 
In fact, the sepoys had no individual leaders, but there 
were panchayats to organise a concerted rebellion. Since their 
panchas were chosen by almost all the sepoys constituting 
the corps, as Howard, the Joint-Magistrated of Ambala 
observes, no single man dared to come forward and expose 
them. In spite of their best efforts, therefore, the British autho¬ 
rities could not find any tangible evidence about the sepoys’ 
“plans, nor could they detect those who prepared them”**. 

But one thing is clear, these leaders were not the blue- 
blooded personages from the erstwhile ruling class, who, as 
Sirjadunath Sarkar says, had: made the sepoys, “the simple 
folk, their cat’s paw in a gamble for recovering their 
thrones’’*®. The Mughal Emperor, and other witnesses who 

23. K.G. Yadav, op.cit,, pp. 129-31. 

24. Ibid., p. 131. 

25. See Putyab Past and Prestnt, Vol.VIII, p. 62. 
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deposed in the Trial do not support Sir Jadunatlv’s contention 
The truth is in fact just the opposite. ‘'The simple folk” made 
Bahadur Shah, “the dispossessed dynast,” their “cat’s a paw” 
in their bid for throwing off the British yoke^*. 

Nor were the leaders of the Uprising “representatives 
of the centrifugal feudalism of the medieval age (R G. 
Majumdar),”^^ or “Counter-revolutionaries (S.N. Sen) who 
would have set the clock back”*®. These unnamed leaders of 
the movement were in the real sense the men from the masses- 
peasants-in-uniforms or humble civilians, at least in Delhi, if 
not elsewhere, who were forward-looking persons, and 
believed in secularism, equality, and justice. They were no 
restorers of the old, rotten monarchy of the past-their present 
behaviour was, however, just a political expediency, a mere 
eyewash, an empty declaration. In fact they stood for a 
democratic set-up. 

The following document*® which these men had drawn 
for running the government would indicate what these 
leaders of the Movement aimed at : 

(i) A court should be established and named Adminis¬ 
tration Court, that is a Court to administer military 
and civil affairs. 

(\i) This court should consist of ten members—6 military 
and 4 civil. Of the military members two should be 
selected from the infantry platoons, two from the 
cavalry and two from the artillery. 

(iii) Out of these ten men, one should be appointed 
President (Sadr^i-Jalsa) and another vice-President 
(JVaib~Sadr-i-Jalsa) by a unanimous majority of votes. 
In every department there should be appointed 
secretaries according to need. The quorum for the 
Court meeting should be five whereby work should 
be done satisfactorily. 

26. See the defence presented by Bahadur Shah, pp. 341-47, where he 
has made clear admission of this in so many words. 

27. B.C. Majumdar, Th$ StpoyMutiny and the Revolt of 1857 (Calcutta t 
1957), p. 241. 

28. S.N. Sen, Eighteenfifty-seven (Delhi 1957), pp. 412-13, 

29. For the document see NAI, Mutiny Papers. Btindle No. 57, Doc. 
Nos, 539-41, Eng. tr. Mahdi Husain. 
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(iv) At the time of the appointment of these men they 
should take an oath that they would do court work 
with honesty, sincerity, great industry and with deep 
thought and care; and that they will not neglect even 
the slightest detail in matters administrative and 
that they would not covertly or overtly have resort 
to taking and seizing, or to partiality of any kind and 
in any manner or at the time of dealing with matters 
of administration in the court. On the contrary they 
will always keep themselves engaged in and apply 
themselves attentively and diligently to executing the 
State matters whereby the State should obtain security 
and people should enjoy peace and repose; and that 
they would not divulge any item of the Court work 
under consideration before its enforcement plainly or 
by allusion within the permission of the Court and 
Sahib Alam. 

(v) Election of the Court members should be in this 
manner : by the majority of votes two men should be 
elected from the infantry platoon, two from the 
cavalry troops and two from the artillery; such men 
must possess a long record of service and must be cle¬ 
ver and well-versed, able and intelligent. Should any 
person be highly clever, intelligent, and learned and 
as adept in the administration of the Court work but 
lacking long service, this latter disqualification in that 
case will not obstruct the appointment of such a person. 
And in the same way will be appointed four civil 
members. 

(vi) After ten members have been appointed, if any mem¬ 
ber gave his vote before the full Court regarding any 
matter in such a manner as to be against honesty and 
sincerity or calculated as partial to anyone, then that 
member will be removed from the Court by the defi¬ 
nite majority of votes; and another person will be 
elected in his place according to regulation five. 

All the. items of the administration to be considered 
should be first treated in the Court and after the app¬ 
roval of ScJiib Alam the decision of the Court should be 
communicated to His Majesty (Hazur i-Wala). 
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(vii) After the programme has been drawn by the majority 
of votes, it will be submitted fo^ approval to Sahib- 
Alam Bahadur and the Court will remain under the 
control of the alluded Sahib Alam Bahadur. And no 
matter of administration whether military or civil 
will be executed without the sanction of the Court and 
the approval of the Sahib Alam and without the 
information of the same being given to His Majesty 
{Hazur-i-Wala). In the event of a difference of opinions 
and after being re-considered by the Court, the same 
matter—the difference still continuing—will be sent up 
through the Sahib Alam to His Majesty the shadow of 
God {Hazar ^ille Subhani). The order given thereupon 
by His Majesty {Hazur) will be final. 

(viii) In the Court none, barring the Sahib Alam Bahadur and 
His Majesty, the shadow of God {Hazur ^ille Subhani) 
who will be entitled to be present, no non-member 
will be present, nor will he join the meeting. 

When out of the specified number of the Court 
members, anyone for some valid and acceptable 
reason be unable to attend the Court meeting, then 
the votes of the remaining members of the Court will 
be tantamount to the vote of the Court in full strength. 

(ix) Should a member of the Court desire to express his 
opinion regarding any matter, he would first secure 
the consent of another member; then he may make 
the proposal of the same as a matter already agreed 
upon by two members. 

(x) When an item is to be considered in the Court 
according to Regulation nine, then the proposer should 
first speak in the Court meeting. No one will interrupt 
his speech until he has finished it. If a member of the 
Court has any objection to make regarding it, he 
should explain it and no one will interrupt him either, 
until he has finished speaking. Should a third man 
make a speech amending or adding or substracting 
from the objection, and if the remaining members of 
the Court observe silence regarding it, then every 
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member of the Court should write out his opinion 
separately. After consulting Regulation eight, decision 
will be arrived at by the majority 

(xi) Those who from every section of the military are 
elected according to Regulation two, should be 
appointed managers and administrators of that 
section. Under their control should work a committee 
of 4 men according to Regulation four : in that 
committee secretaries should be appointed according to 
need. And whichever proposal is formally put up in 
that committee by the majority of votes that proposal 
will be presented to the Court by those very officers 
of that committee. It should be executed by the Court 
according to Regulation seven. The same process 
should be adopted in every military and civil section. 

(xii) At any time according to the demand of the occasion 
right should be vested in the Court to make 
amendments by majority of votes in this Constitution. 

And this ’Court’, a democratic institution did not exist in 
theory alone; it functioned in practice too^o But what was 
the result ? I think the testimony of a well-informed, 
contemporary British official^^ would explain the position 
better; and hence a lenghthy quotation again : 

Upon examining the apartments occupied by the 
King and his chief officers in the Palace many papers 
were found that threw a light upon the intended 
proceedings of the rebel monarch; and from them it 
appeared that the kind of government to be 
permanently established for the city and immediately 
surrounding country was more of the nature of a 
military than of a Moliammedan government. It seems 
to have been a sort of constitutional monarchical 
milocracy. The King was king and honoured as such 

30. The foilwing statement of Bahadur Shah is worth noting : “The 
mutinous soldiery had established a court in which all matters were 
delibrated on and such measures as, after deleberation, were 
sanctioned by this council, they adopted.” (p 345). Also see Mahdi 
Husain, op. cit., pp. 187-90. 

31. Charles Ball, History of the Indian Mutiny {London : n.d.) Vol.I, p. 524. 
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like a constitutional monarch; but instead of a 
Parliament, he had a council of soldiers io whom 
power rested and of whom he was in no degree a 
military commander. No Arabic or Persian names, 
forms or terms appear to have been introduced; but on 
the contrary the English terms and modes of business 
were generally adopted All petitions seem to have been 
presented to the king; but the great authority to which 
almost all of them on all matters both civil and 
military were referred (by order endorsed on 
petition), was the Court—a body composed of a 
number of colonels, a brigade-major and a seketur 
(secretary) which latter functionary seems to have 
been the most important personage in Delhi. All the 
colonels etc. were sepoys who made their mark or at 
best signed in rough Hindoo characters. Very regular 
muster-rolls of regiments were kept up and authenti¬ 
cated in due form by the colonel adjustant and quarter¬ 
master. From these documents it also appears that 
they went so far into detail as to fill up the places of 
the European sergeant majors and quartermaster ser¬ 
geants. 

In those days of the crisis, was this all a mean achievement 
of the leaders of the Movement, whom our learned historians 
have chosen to call backward-looking reactionaries. Neverthe¬ 
less, despite the best efforts of these leaders, the Movement 
failed owing to various reasons, which can easily be counted 
by a mere glance at the proceedings of the Trial. 

I would like to close this Introduction with the obser¬ 
vation that if this valuable documents is read seriously, at 
times between the lines too, it can help in solving many com¬ 
plex problems connected with the Uprising of 1857. 


K. G. Yadav 



The Commission 


Proceedings of an European Military Commission 
assembled at Delhi, on the 27th day of January 
1858, by order of Major General Penny, G.B., 
Commanding the Division, pursuant to instruc¬ 
tions from Sir John Lawrence, Chief Commis¬ 
sioner of the Punjab for the trial of such 
Prisioners as may be duly brought before it. 

President 

Lieutenant-Colonel Dawes, Artillery 
Members 

Major Palmer, H.M.’s 60th Regiment 
Major Redmond, H.M.’s 61st Regiment 
Major Sawyers, H.M’s 6th Carabineers 
Captain Rothney, 4th Sikh Inhintry 

Interpreter 
- Mr James Murphy 

Prosecutor for Government 
Major F.J. Harriott, Deputy Judge-Advocate General 




I 


First Day’s Proceedings 


The Court assembled in the Special Hall of Audience in the 
Palace' at Delhi, at 11 o’clock, on the morning of the 27th of 
January 1858. 

The President, Members, Interpreter, and Deputy Judge- 
Advocate General are all present. 

The Prisoner, Muhammad Bahadur Shah,“ Ex-K.mg of 
Delhi, is brought into Court. 

The Orders convening and forming the Court, and appoin¬ 
ting Lieutenant-Colonel Dawes, Artillery, President, are 
produced and read. 

The names of the Officers appointed to serve on the Court 
are read in the hearing of the Prisoner. 

Invitation of Challenge 

Question hy Court —Prisioner, do you object to being tried by 
the President, or any of the Officers appointed to sit on this 
Military Commission ? 

Answer —No. 

1. Diwan-i-Khas where the Mughal Emperors used to hold durbars in 
royal glory, 

2. Siraj-ud-din Bahadur Shah II was the 17th sovereign on the Mughal 
throne which be occupied for about 20 years, 1837-37, 



4 


THE TRIAL OF BAHADUR SHAH 


The President, Members, Interpreter, and Deputy Judge- 
Advocate General are duly sworn. 

All witnesses are directed to withdraw. 

The Charges are read and entered as follows :— 

Charges 

—For that he, being a Pensioner of the British Govern¬ 
ment in India, did at Delhi, at various times between the 10th 
of May and 1st of October 1857, encourage, aid and abet, 
Muhammad Bakht Khan,® Subcdar of the Regiment of 
Artillery, and divers others. Native Commissioned Officers and 
Soldiers unknown, of the East India Company’s Army, in the 
crimes of Mutiny and Rebellion against the State. 

2nd —For having at Delhi, at various times between the 10th 
of May and 1st of October 1857, encouraged, aided and abet¬ 
ted Mirza Moghal,'^ his own son, a subject of the British 
Government in India, and others unknown, inhabitants of 
Delhi, and of the North-West Provinces of India, also subjects 
of the said British Government, to rebel and wage war against 
the State. 

Zrd —For that he, being a subject to the British Government 
in India, and not regarding the duty of his allegiance, did, at 
Delhi, on the 11th May 1857, or thereabouts, as a false traitor 
against tlie State, proclaim and declare himself the reigning 
King and Sovereign of India, and did then and there traito¬ 
rously seize and take unlawful possession of the City of Delhi, 
and did moreover, at various times between the lOth of May 
and 1st of October 1857, as such false traitor aforesaid, trea¬ 
sonably conspire, consult, and agree with Mirza Moghal, his 
own son, and with Muhammad Bakht Khan, Subadar of the 

3. Muhammad Bakhsh, popularly called Bakht Khan, belonged to the 
Rohilla stock; resident of a town named Sultanpur in Oudh; a highly 
intelligent J.G.O. (Subedar) in Artillery; played a leading role in the 
uprising of troops at Neemuch, Bareilly, etc.; assumed the rank of 
Brigadier; joined IJclhi forces on 2 Jnlv 1857; appointed Commander- 
in-Chicf by Bahadur Shah, who called him Farzand (Son); he caused a 
good deal of stir in the British ranks; left Delhi afier its fall; died as a 
fugitiv'e, unwept, unsung. 

4. Muhammad Zahir-ud-din alias Mirza Mughal was the fourth son of 
Bahadur Shah from Sarafat-ul-Mahal; commanded the Delhi forces 
until Bakht Khan’s arrival; played important role in administering 
affairs; killed by Hudson at the Delhi Gate (22 Sept. 1857). 
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Regiment of Artillery, and divers other false traitors unknown, 
to raise levy, and make insurrection, rebellion, and war, 
against the State, and further to fulfil and perfect his treason¬ 
able design of overthrowing and destroying the British Govern¬ 
ment in India, did assemble armed forces at Delhi, and send 
them forth to fight and wage war against the said British 
Government. 

Ath —For that he, at Delhi, on the 16th of May 1857, or 
thereabouts, did, within the precincts of the Palace at Delhi, 
feloniously cause, and become accessory to the murder of 49 
persons, chiefly women and children of European and mixed 
European descent; and did, moreover, between the lOth of May 
and 1st of October 1857, encourage and abet diverse Soldiers 
and others in murdering European Officers, and other English 
subjects, including wom^n and children, both by giving and 
promising such murderers service, advancement, and distinc¬ 
tions; and further, that he issued orders to different Native 
Rulers having local authority in India, to slay and murder 
Christians and English people, whenever and wherever found 
on their Tertilories; the whole or any part of such conduct 
being an heinous offences under Act XIV of 1857, of the 
Legislative Council in India. 

Delhi: } FRED. J. HARRIOTT, Major, 

? Deputy Judge-Advocate General^ 

January, 1858 } and Government Prosecutor 

Question —Muhammad Bahadur Shah, are you "Guilty” or 
^‘^Not Guilty” of the Charges preferred against you ? 

Answer —Not Guilty. 

AH witnesses are directed to withdraw. 

Prosecution 

Judge Advocate’s address to the Court : 

Gentlemen —Before proceeding further in this case, it may 
be necessary to mention, that evidence will be submitted to 
you, which may not bear strictly on the Charges that have just 
been perused. It is deemed that all the circumstances connec¬ 
ted with the late Rebellion, even though not in direct relation 
to the indictment, may be here appropriately recorded; indeed, 
upto a late date, it had been decided, that as the King’s life 
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had been guaranteed, this investigation should not be accom¬ 
panied by Charges at all, or even assume the form of a trial, 
but should embrace all such matters as the discovered corres¬ 
pondence, and other reliable sources of information, might 
indicate. 

I know not whether the Court would, under such circum¬ 
stances, viz-, the absence of specific accusation, have been 
called upon to record an opinion; but feeling that any investi¬ 
gation in reference to the Prisoner must be more satisfactory if 
he himself were a party to it, and had the opportunity of refut¬ 
ing by documentary or other testimony, such allegations as 
might appear to his detriment, I suggested that it would be 
better to have these in a specific and tangible shape, so that on 
such points guilt or innocence might be clearly established. 
This has been acceded to, and hence the Charges that I have 
just had the honour of perusing; but it must be clearly under¬ 
stood tliat the scope of the investigation is not in any way con¬ 
fined by the observance of technicalities, such as belong to a 
more formal and to a regular trial. 

The official letter which I addressed to Major-General 
Penny®, C.B., Commanding the Division, on the subject of 
investigating charges against the Prisoner, having met with 
his approval, is now laid before the Court for their information. 


No. 59 

Delhi, January, 5th 1858 

Sir, — I have the honour to report, for your information, 
that having finished the trial of the Rajah of Ballabgarh, I am 
now prepared to enter on such investigation as may be deemed 
requisite in reference to the complicity of the i^AT-King of Delhi 
in the late rebellion, &c. 

To render such investigation satisfactory, it is in my opinion 
necessary that it should assume the form of a direct trial, viz-t 
that Charges should be framed, and the Ex-King be called 
upon to plead to them. 

5, Maj. Gen. Nicholas Penny (1790-1858); Entered the Bengal Native 
Infantry, 1807; Maj. Gen., 1854; A.D.C. to Queen Victoria; Gomd. 
Meerut Division, 1857; commanded the Delhi Field Force after the 
fall of Delhi; killed by rebels near Badaun, 4 May 1858, 
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I do not perceive how, under other circumstances, any 
result can be arrived at as to the £^.v-King’s guilt or innocence, 
that will not be open to the objection of being one-sided and 
unjust. 

If a verdict be sought on any points that may come under 
investigation, it is surely desirable that both sides of the case 
should be heard and equally considered. Such a verdict, 
whether one of conviction or acquittal, will have the stamp of 
authority, and stand a final and decisive record, either in 
favour of or against the Prisoner. I beg then to suggest that 
this course be adopted, as the only means of coming to a con¬ 
clusion satisfactory to the Court, the Prisoner, and the Public. 
Should I obtain your concurrence for so doing, I will at once 
draw up charges on which the JSx-King can be arraigned, and 
proceed on his trial with the forms usual in such cases. Await¬ 
ing your instructions. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
FRED. J. HARRIOTT, Major, 
Deputy Judge-Advocate General 

To Major-General Penny, G.B. 

Commanding Meerut Division, 

Delhi. 


I FULLY concur in the opinions expressed by the Deputy 
Judge-Advocate General. 

N. Penny, Major-General, 
Commanding Delhi Field Force 

This letter having been forwarded to Mr. Saunders®, Offi¬ 
ciating Commissioner at Delhi, it was decided that the sugges¬ 
tions in it should be acted on; and the Charges have been 
framed and this trials commenced accordingly; but still, that 
part of the original intention to enter into a full and complete 
investigation of all points in reference to the Rebellion has not 

6. C.B. Saunders; of Bengal Civil Service; did “remarkable work” as 
officiating Commissioner of the Delhi Division during the Uprising. 
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been abandoned, and I have mentioned this circumstance to 
account for the introduction of matter that might otherwise 
appear extraneous, and to prepare the Court for the reception 
of it. Having ftnished this preliminary statement, I will say a 
few words on the nature of the pending trial, and the proof 
likely to be brought in support of the indictment. 

The trial, whether it be considered in reference to the once 
exalted rank of the Prisoner, to the position which his birth 
and descent still give him in a political point of view, to the 
magnitude of the crimes imputed to him, or to his connection 
with events which will for ever remain recorded in the pages 
of history, must be of no ordinary interest. Tlje trial, indeed, 
will be an unusual one, for, under all ciscumstances, it will 
close the Verdict; but still that Verdict will be looked for by 
thousands with feelings such as are seldom awakened by the 
proceedings of a Court of Criminal jurisdiction. 

The following extracts from a letter No. 19, of the 26th 
November 1857, addressed by G.B. Saunders, Esquire, Officia¬ 
ting Commissioner at Delhi, to Major-General Penny, C.B., 
Commanding the Delhi Field Force, will explain the circum¬ 
stances of the Gourt'^ being restricted to a Verdict, and that it 
is owing to Major-General Wilson having guaranteed the 
Prisoner his life, that sentence, even in case of conviction, has 
been barred. 

The letter of Mr. Saunders in written under instructions 
from Sir John Lawrence®, Chief Commissioner of the Punjab, 
and the extracts from it are as follows : 

“I have at the same time to inform you that the life of the 
JE'x-King having lieen guaranteed to him by Captain Hod- 
son, acting under instructions from Major-General Wilson, 
it will not be in the competency of the Military Commis¬ 
sion to pass any sentence on him even should a conviction 
be the result of their enquiries. 

7. That h, the European Military Commission trying Bahadur Shah. 

8. Sir John Lawrence (1811-1879): I.C.S.; Chief Commissioner of 

Panjab; rendered great services during the Uprisingf Lieut. Governor 
of Panjab, 1859; G.G.B. : Baronet: P.C. K.C.S.I.; Governor-General 
and Viceroy of India, 1864-69. 
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1 have the honour to forward such documentary evidence 
in reference to this case, as I have been able to obtain, and 
shall be at all times ready to give you any assistance in my 
power in furthering the object in view, by procuring the 
attendance of witnesses, &c. 

I have had the Vernacular documents very carefully trans¬ 
lated by Mr. James Murphy®, Deputy Collector of Customs 
at Delhi, who is an excellent linguist, and can, if you 
approve, place his services at your disposal for employment 
as an Interpreter^’. 

The documentary evidence is of great extent, and to render 
it as intelligible as possible, I have arranged it under 5 different 
heads, viz-, Df—Miscellaneous Papers; 2nd —Those which 

refer to a Loan; 3r^/—Those which refer to the pay of the 
Soldiery; Ath —Relating to all Military matters; and bth — 
Those which relate to murders committed, and which bear 
special reference to the 4th Charge. A very great number of 
these documents are supposed to have orders on them written 
by the Prisoner himself, and evidence to this point will be 
called; the genuineness of the other papers will be established 
in such manner, as under the circumstances of the case may be 
found possible; but some, I fear, will have to be presented to 
you without direct proof of having come from those to whom 
they are attributed. In such cases the Court will bear in mind 
that a full investigation is the great desideratum, and that such 
cannot be perfected, if evidence, credible in itself, be rejected 
merely because some unimportant formula cannot be complied 
th. They will recollect the difficulties as to proof which 
must ever attach to documents not in the handwriting of those 
who are the authors of them, and who, at the present moment, 
have weighty reasons for declining to acknowledge anything 
that may connect them with the Prisoner under trial. The 
oral testimony I need not dilate on. I shall endeavour to 
procure it from the most reliable sources; but it must still be 
orne in mind, that'almost every Native that I can possibly 
bring before this Court as an evidence, will have some interest 
in giving his narrative a colouring as favourable to himself and 

9. He was considered to be a master of Persian, Arabic, Urdu and Hindi 
languages. 



10 


THE TRIAL OF BAHADUR SHAH 


to the circumstances which he relates, as may be consistent 
with those broad and acknowledged facts of the Mutiny and 
Rebellion, which are already known to us alt. I shall now 
commence with the documentary evidence, and bring forward 
my first witness in proof of the handwriting of the Prisoner and 
of others who may have taken part in it. 

F. J. HARRIOTT, Major, 
Deputy Judge-Advocate General 
and Government Prosecutor 

First witness : Ahsan Ullah Khan^®, late physician to the 
^^x-King is called into Court and duly affirmed. 

Examined by the Judge-Advocate : Papers under the head Mis¬ 
cellaneous, numbered 2, 3, 4, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 27, 30, 
33, 39, 40, 41, 43, 44, 48, 50, 52, 53, 54 are shown to witness, 
who declares that all the orders written at the head of each 
are in the handwriting of the prisoner. Also the following are 
shown to the witness, 6, 15, 18, 25, 26, 31, 32, 35, 36 and 45, 
who recognizes the special cypher as being affixed by the 
prisoner’s own hand. Papers No. 5, 16, 29, 34 and 38 are 
shown to witness and he declares that the writing in all of 
them is that of MukandLaPb who was special Secretary to the 
Prisoner, and tiiat the seals on three of them, viz.. Nos. 5, 16 
and 34, are impressions from the King’s State Seals. Papers 
Nos. 12, 23, 28, 37, 42, 46, 47, 51 and 55 are shown to witness, 
who does not recognize the handwriting in any of them but 
says the seal on No. 23 is that of Mirza Moghal, the 
Gommander-in-Ghief; on No. 37 the impressions of the Seals 
of the Chief Police Officer and of the Chief Court of Justice 
of Delhi; on No. 42 there are the impressions of the seal of the 
Police Station of Budderpore, and of the King’s own secrete- 
riat, on 46 the seal is an impression of that of Mirza Moghal. 
He does not recognize anything in reference to the other 
numbers. Papers Nos. 1, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 17 and 49 are shown 
to witness. He recognizes the seals on all these eight papers 

10. Personal physician and counsellor to Bahadur Shah; a learned man; 
played double game during the Uprising and later turned approver; 
pardoned by the British; died in 1873 at Delhi. 

11. King had immense faith in him, but he betrayed him badly by supply¬ 
ing all information to the British authorities. 
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as impressions from the special seal engraved with the King’s 
Cypher, and with the exception of the writing in Paper No. 
10, he recognizes that all the others are that of Mukand Lai, 
the Prisoner’s Special Secretary. No. 56 is shown to witness; 
he recognizes it as the handwriting of Mukand Lai, and as 
bearing the King’s own state seal. 

The Judge-Advocate now peruses translations of the above 
papers down to No. 36, which are entered as follows : 

Papers arranged under the Head of Miscellaneous. 

No. 1 

Order under the seal engraved in King’s special cypher, 

dated 14th May 1837 

To—The Special Slave Muhammad Ali Beg^^^ Subordinate 
Collector of Land Revenue of the Southern Division 
of the District. 

Be it known to you. You are directed immediately on 
receipt of this order to proceed to the Royal presence, and to 
bring with you the Revenue you have collected. You are 
directed further, to make complete arrangements for the 
preservation of order throughout the limits of your jurisdiction. 
You will consider these orders impelative. 

No. 2 

Petition from Maulvi Muhammad Zohur Ali, Police 
Officer of Najaf Garh, dated 18th Ma 18 7 

To—The King ! Shelter of the Woihl ! 

Respectfully SnEWETif —That the orders of the royal 
missive have been fully explained to all the Thakurs,^* 
Chowdaries,** Kanungoes,^^ and Patwaris,^® of this township of 
Najaf Garh and the best arrangements have been established. 

12. He was placed in the Haryana region; was hanged after the Uprising 
was over. 

13 A chief land proprietor. 

14. A chie of traders. 

15. A registrar of landed proprietary rights. 

16. A village accountant. 

17. A small town, about 12 Km. from Delhi. 
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Further, that, agreeably to Your Majesty's injunctions, steps are 
being taken to collect horsemen and footmen, and it is explain¬ 
ed to them, that their allowances will be paid fro'm the Reve¬ 
nue of this Division of the District. Your Slave’s assurances 
on this point, however, will not be believed, till some 
Ghazees,^® recently engaged, shall have arrived. As regards 
Nagli Kakrowla, Dachaoo-Kallan, and other adjacent Villages, 
your Slave has to represent, that, unrestrained by the dread of 
consequences, and bent on all sorts of excesses, the inhabitants 
have commenced plundering travellers. Two petitions regard¬ 
ing the conduct of these lawless disturbers of the peace have 
already been submitted, and I am now in hopes that some 
Royal Prince of reputation and capacity, may be deputed, 
with a sufficient force of Cavalry, Infantry and Ghazees, to 
settle the portion of the Country constituting your petitioner’s 
jurisdiction, your Slave will then point out these lawless 
Villagers, and will be able for the future to preserve order, 
and prevent crime. If delay or indecision is allowed to occur, 
many lives, it is to be feared, will be sacrificed. Some of the 
Establishment at this Station were veiy much straitened in 
pecuniary means, and had no choice but to go away. If with 
kind consideration, therefore, some funds are granted, a por¬ 
tion will be given to the men here referred to, and horsemen 
and footmen will be entertained to preset ve order. But your 
Majesty is the Lord and Master^®. This petition is forwarded 
to your Majesty by the hands of the cartmen who were recently 
subjected to lawless treatment. I would beg that Your 
Majesty’s orders may be sent by these men. (Prayers for the 
King’s prosperity). Signed and Sealed, the Slave Muhammad 
Zohur Ali, Police Officer of Najaf Garh. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghal will quickly send a Regiment of Infantry, 
with its Officers, to Najaf Garh. 

18. Muslims who sacrifice their lives fighting for their faith. 

19. A formal expression to close a petition, showing that the writer has 
done his/her duty and now the maste»’ should take care of the 
situation. 
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No. 3 

Petition of Captain Dildar Ali Khan, 
dated 23rd May 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth —That the Guard which had been 
stationed for the protection of your Slave’s house, having been 
withdrawn within the last four or five days, ill-conducted 
characters of the City have been going, in mobs, to plunder 
it. It is in this house that your Slave’s wife and children 
reside, and he therefore prays that a Guard may be stationed 
to protect it. (Prayers for the Kings prosperity). Petition of 
the home-boin slave, Captain Dildar Ali Khan. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghal will station a Guard, from the 20th Regi- 
Jiient Native Infantiy, at the petitioner’s house. 

No 4 

Petition of Rajab Ali, Jemadar of the Delhi Magazine, 

dated 24th May 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respegti-ully Sheweth —That we. Slaves, who are nur¬ 
tured by your salt, leave our families at our homes, and are, 
agreeably to Your Majesty’s orders, daily engaged in the 
Magazine from morning till night. The disorders and distur¬ 
bances prevailing in the City, being beyond all limits, present 
ourselves at the Royal threshold, r^nd pray that orders, under 
Your Majesty’s Seal, may be issued to all the Police Officers, 
that they maintain efficient arrangements, in the several juris¬ 
dictions, for the protection of the houses of the Magazine 
servants; moreover, your Slaves, residing in the Khalassy lines 
which are situated in the Nigambodh Police Station, as well as 
the rest of the inhabitants, wearied of their lives, by the ex¬ 
cessive oppression they are suffering, pray that the present 
Police Officer may be transferred to some Station outside the 
City, so that your petitioner may obtain rest and quiet. 
Petition of the Slave, Rajab Ali, Jemadar of the Delhi Maga¬ 
zine. 
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Autograph order by the King, in pencil"^ 

Mirza Moghal will station all the men who brought tVeasure 
from Bulandshahar at the Magazine, and the Soldiers of the 
Royal Levies are not to be allowed to carry away anything 
from the Magazine, without special permission. 

No. 5 

Order ander the State seal of the King, 
dated 25th May 1857 

To—The Shelter of Syuds, Syud Abdul Hasan. 

Learn. That from the day you left Rohtak, no account 
has been received from you of the state of affairs there. You 
are therefore directed, immediately on the receipt of this special 
mandate, to communicate detailefl particulars of the stale of 
that district, as to whether or not you have succeeded in bring¬ 
ing it under entire subjection. Submit your petition in this 
matter without delay. Consider this order extremely impera¬ 
tive. 

Note on the Revek.se —“Copy taken’’. 


No. 6 

Order under the Autograph Cypher of the King, 
in pencil, dated 27th May 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-Din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur. Leat n, that the articles, 
which are detailed below, and which are forthcoming in the 
Magazine, are required to strengthen the Bridge over the 
Jumna. You are, therefore, directed to have them made over, 
by the Superintendent of the Magazine, to Ghuni Lai, the 
Superintendent of the Bridge. 

Gables^’, large, as many as may be required. 

Planks, large, as many as may be required. 

Siring, as much as may be required, 

20. Written by mistake. This order has no connectlorv with this petition. 

21 The original word is Langar. 
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Iron Hatchets 2 

Iron Adzes 2 

lion Saws 2 

Iron Chisels 2 

Iron Nails, large 100 


No. 7 

Order under the Seal engraved in the King’s Special 
Cypher, dated 29th May 1857 

To—The Emblem of Dignity, Jang Baz Khan, Police 
Officer of Ala pur. 

Lkarn. That you. Slave, have been nominated and posted 
to the situation of Police Officer of Alapur. You will take 
heed to conduct the duties of this appointment with all inte¬ 
grity, honesty, and care, and you will, moreover, under all 
circumstances, maintain such efficient arrangements through 
out your jurisdiction, that pillage, highway robberies, and 
murders may not occur. 

Note on the Reverse, “Copy taken.” 


No. 8 

Order under the special seal engraved in the King’s 
Cypher, dated 29th May 1857 

To—The Slave, Emblem of Resolution, Muhammad Ali 
Beg. 

Consider yourself favoured, and know that you are direc¬ 
ted, agreeably to our Royal orders, to establish the Office of the 
private Revenues of the King, and the principal subordinate 
Office of the District for the collection of the Land Revenue, 
in the house of James Skinner Bahadur^S and in that recently 
purchased by the wife of the said James Bahadur. Be assured 
of our favour. 

22, Lt. Col. James Skinner (1778-1841) was an adventurer; settled at 
Hansi (Haryana) where he was granted an estate by the Company 
Bahadur (1818); owned a big house in Delhi called Skinner’s House or 
Sikandar Haveli; one more spacious building was purchased by his 
widow in the same vicinity. The two buildings served as offices of the 
Khalsa Sharifa and Hazur Tahsil during the Uprising. 
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No. 9 

Order under the seal engraved in the King’s special 
Cypher, dated 31st May 1857 

To—Het Ram, Land-holder of the Village of Goramra. 

Make efficient and effectual arrangements for the supply of 
Commissariat necessaries, and you shall be fully rewarded by 
our Royal Government. 


No. 10 

Order attested with the seal engraved in the King’s 
special Cypher, dated 5th June 1857 

To—The Men of the Royal Levies, and one Company of 
the British Native Infantry, constituting the Guard at 
the Lahore Gate. 

To the effect, that some pipes of spirits, offensive to the 
sight, and forbidden by the Mahomedan religion, were taken 
in plunder. That three of these, of the large size, were left in 
the Magazine for the manufacture of Powder; that one was 
sent to the Hospital to the Doctor, and that the rest are now 
bestowed, according to the detail below, on the Writers of the 
Kayasth caste, old servants of the King. It is therefore incum¬ 
bent, that no hindrance to the conveyance of the pipes to the 
houses of the Writers may be offered at the Gate. They will 
be removed according to these orders, of our Royal presence, 
and no man accordingly is to question or hinder their re¬ 


moval. 

Munshi Mukund Lai 1 Pipe 

Sheo, late Clerk in the private Office of 

the King 1 Pipe 

Samman, late Inspector of the Farash 

Khana I Pipe 

Sukhan Lai and Juwalla Prasad 1 Pipe 

Sant Lai, Lakshman Das, Officers of the 

Pay Department 1 Pipe 

Jowalea Nath 1 Pipe 

To the Doctor at the Hospital * 1 Pipe 















Nawab Abdur Rehman Khan of Jhajjar 
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No. 11 

Order under the seal engraved in the King’s special 
Cypher, dated 6th June 1857 

To—The Emblem of Dignity ! The honoured of the Sover¬ 
eign, Muhammad Takki Khan. 

Learn. That whereas you, our special Slave, were for¬ 
merly appointed Superintendent of our Hall of Special 
Audience, you are now, in consideration of your high literary 
attainments, and your honesty and dignity, nominated to the 
Office of Sudder Amin of Shahjahanabad^^, the seat of the 
Imperial Government, in room of the Kerany^^ dismissed. 
You will conduct the duties of this appointment, in subjection 
to the authority of the highly distinguished paragon of accom¬ 
plishments, the Moulvi Sudder-ud-din Bahadur. 


No- 12 

Petition of Zabtay Khan, attached to the Police Station 
of Basant, dated 16th June 1857 

To—The King ! Adoration of the World ! 

Previous to this, Your Majesty’s orders were received, to 
the effect, that 40 footmen, from the force here, should be 
detached to the Police Station of Paharganj, but delay occured 
in carrying out these orders, in consequence of divers neces¬ 
saries not having been ready. To-day, your Slave has been 
honoured with a second order, reiterating the first : your 
Highness, agreeably to Your Majesty’s orders, your Slave will 
attend the Royal presence tomorrow, bringing 40 footmen ot 
his Station, and will afterwards, instal them at the Paharganj 
Station. These men have been paraded and mustered, in the 
presence of Nathia Khan, Trooper. (Prayers for the King’s 
prosperity). Petition of the Slave, Zabtay Khan, attached, to 
the Police Station of Bas.ant. 

Note on the Reverse —“The contents have been learned 
16th June 1857”. 

23. Old Delhi (after Shah Jahan). 

24. A corrupt, as also contemptuous form of the word Christian (Kristan- 
Kerony). 
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No. 13 

Order under the King’s Special Cypher in pencil in 
Autograph, dated 18th June 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal, 

Son, —Tlie illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur ! learn, that yesterday, an 
order was passed, under our own special signature, on a peti¬ 
tion from the inhabitants of the old Fort, prohibiting acts of 
devastation against the petitioners, and that this petition was 
then sent to you. It is surprising that, up to the present time, 
no arrangement should have been made, and that you should 
not have given elTect to the prohibition, by sending out some 
Cavalry. It is the business of the Army to protect, and not to 
desolate and plunder. The Officers of the Army vvill, there¬ 
fore, immediately restrain their men from the commission of 
these improprieties, and furthei, as the intelligence of the 
approach of the Enemies’ Troops was false, these lawless 
Soldiery should not now be kept in the old Fort, but on the 
contrary, entrenchments should be coiisti ucted for them, at the 
distance of five or six miles, and they should be stationed there, 
so that our subjects may obtain immunity from the hardships 
complained of; and that, at the same time, a barrier may be 
raised against the approach of the Enemies’ Troops. You will 
immediately take steps to arrange this matter, and will allow 
no neglect to occur, in reference to it. Be assured of our 
kindness. 

(In pencil, in the King’s handwriting, to give the order 
greater force, no doubt.) 

“Make arrangements quickly” 


No. 14 

Joint Petition of Chand Khan and Ghulab Khan, on 
behalf of themselves and other Residents of Jysingh- 
pur and Shahganj, otherwise known as Paharganj, 
dated 19th June 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 
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RESPECTruLLY Sheweth —That whereas in these days 
of auspicious prospects, we poor residents ofjysinghpur and 
Shahganj, otherwise known as Pahargaiij, and of other places, 
forming a community, pass our lime, under your Royal and 
light-dispensing prestige, in freedom from all grievances. 
Whereas this township of Paharganj has always borne the 
Royal name, and whereas frequently the Troops of the State, 
emerging from the Ajmir Gate, visit Paharganj, and oppressing 
the shop-ke(^pers, forcibly take away their wares, without tlie 
payment of prices, and also, entering the dwelling houses of 
the destitute and indigent, forcibly carry away all such articles, 
as bed';, woods, vessels, etc., that they can lay hands on, and 
wound with fire-arms and swords, tliose who may supplicate 
their forbearance : wearied by this oppression from the Army, 
we are reduced to the necessity of petitioning your august 
presence, that, ftom regard to justice, as well as from kind 
c onsideration for our condition, the Officers of the Army may 
be ordered to explain to, and enjoin on tlieir men, that they 
desist from oppressing us, and the other poor residents of 
Paharganj. Prayers for the King’s prosperity.) Petition of the 
lowest of Servants, Chand Khan and Ghulab Khan, 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mitza Moghal will adopt such measures against these de¬ 
vastators as will compel them to desist from plundering, so that 
our subjects nitiy not be aggrit'ved or oppressed. 

[An incomplete note on the Reverse inapplicable to this 
case.] 


No. 15 

Order under the Autograph Cypher of the King) 
in Pencil, dated 20 th June 1857 

To—Mirza Moghul. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Miiza Zolmr-ud-din, 
otheiwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur. Learn, that Abdul Hasan, 
alias Mir Nawab, son of the lawyer, Mir TafTazul Hasan, is a 
suspicious character, and it is our Royal pleasure that he be 
not allowed to come into the Palace We have recently heard 
that this man is with you. You are therefore directed to have 
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him ejected immediately, and to have orders conveyed to both 
Gates, that on no account is he to be allowed admissfon into 
the Palace, for the futur. Consider these orders imperative. 
Moreover, listen to no intercessions that may be made by 
others, in this man’s favour. Be assured of our favour. 


No. 16 

Order under the King’s State seal, dated 24th June 1857 

To —The Slave Emblem of Power, Jumma-ud-din Khan. 

Learn. That your petition soliciting permission to open a 
Newspaper press has been received and read, and that your 
request is granted. You are, accordingly, authorized hereby 
to start the Newspaper in full confidence. You are, however, 
directed to observe great care, that false intelligence, or that 
statements by which the characters of respectable individuals, 
or of the residents of the City, may be aspersed, directly or by 
implication, be not inserted. 


No. 17 

Order under the seal engraved in the King’s special 
Cypher, dated 26th June 1857 

To—Mirza Moghul. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur. Learn, that orders have, 
day after day, been issued to the Officers of the Cavalry to 
vacate the Garden, and they have, till now done nothing, but 
make excuses and promises. Definite orders are therefore now 
issued, to the intent that you, our Son, will summon the 
Officers, and will tell them that if they consider themselves the 
servants of the State, they will not go to the Batteries to¬ 
morrow, but will leave the Garden and remove their quarters 
to Keetur’s house, situated under the Palace, where there is 
abundance of accommodation, and ample shelter of trees. 
What they urge in reply, you will submit for our conside¬ 
ration. 
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No. 18 

Order under the Autograph Cypher of the King, in 
pencil, dated 27th June 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal and Mirza Khair Sultan. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur and Mirza Khair Sultan 
Bahadur. Learn, that your petition, regarding the proceedings 
of four or five ill-conducted men, who assuming, as a disguise, 
the appearance and dress of soldiers of the Native Infantry of 
the Company, have gone about plundering the inhabitants of 
the City, and have now left for the country, and representing 
the detriment to the Government which must ensue, in conse¬ 
quence, and further requesting permission to take measures for 
suppressing such practices, and for capturing the men alluded 
to, has been perused. It is a matter of some surprise, that 
from the lawless doings of but four or five men, so much plun¬ 
der and devastation in the City, and so much ruination of the 
people generally, should result; and that, on their capture 
alone, the establishment of order should be expected to de¬ 
pend; for not a day has elapsed, since the arrival of the Army, 
and its taking up quarters in the City, that petitions from the 
towns-people have not been submitted, representing the ex¬ 
cesses committed by numerous Infantry Sepoys, about whom 
there could be no suspicion of disguise, and that orders have 
not been issued, day after day, to you, our Sons, to take 
measuies with the aid of a Military force, to suppress these 
disorders. Considering all this, it seems now altogether un¬ 
likely, that order cun be secured while the Army remains in 
the City. However, you, our Sons, are nevertheless directed 
to send to our glorious presence, some one able to recognize 
the vagabonds alluded to, that he may be sent, accompanied 
by horsemen and footmen of our own Royal Levies, with a 
mandate, to the Chief Police Officer of the City, and his subor¬ 
dinates, to arrest and forward without delay of our presence, 
those whom he may point out, and if any villainy or instigation 
to plunder shall be proved against those who may be thus 
apprehended, they will receive punishments adequate to their 
guilt. But you, our Sons, are diiected to take all proper steps, 
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to prevent the men of the Army from plundering and desola¬ 
ting the City. In every case of an offence of these kindfs being 
proved, or where a man may be found in the private lesidence 
of any of the inhabitants, the Officers will award punishments 
to the offender so that these evils may be suppressed. Be 
assured of our kindness. 


No. 19 

Petition of Muhammad Khair Saltan, dated 27th June 

1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That 162 Sheep and Goats, 
which were being taken to the English, have been captured, 
and brought in by Sheo Das Pathak and Narayan Singh, 
Sepoys of the 46th Regiment Native Infantry, serving in the 
Batteries, and that 5 European Soldiers have been killed on 
this occasion. It is submitted for information. Petition of the 
humble Khair Sultan. 

Aiilograph note in pencil by the King 

162 Sheep and Goats have been received. 

Note at the to[)—“Index No. 290.” 


No. 20 

Petition of Baldeo, farmer of Ferozabad, 
dated 28th June 18.57 

To —The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Resi-egthilly SiiEWFTH, —That owing to the unsettled 
state of the times, and in consequence of the City gales being 
kept closed, your Slave has stored the produce of his Winter 
crop of Grain of the Agricultural year 1264^', on tlie premises 
of a relation in the old Fort. The Officers of the Regiment 
stationed there now oj^pose its removal, and your Slave is 
pressed for payment of his rent for the year referred to, by his 
landlord Syad Abdulla, Mafeedar'^*. Your Slave therefore 

25. 1856 A.D. 

26. A tenant enjoying a rent free grant of land. 
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trusts that an order, under your Royal signature, may be sent 
to tlie Officers stationed in the old Fort, directing them not to 
oppose the removal of the Grain to the City, so that your Slave 
may sell it and pay his rent. The petition of the Slave Baldeo, 
Cultivator of the Village of Ferozabad Khadir endowment to 
the Shrine of Sharif Hazrat Muhammad Ghisti.*’ 

Autograph order by the K'irtg, in pencil 

Ahsan Ulla Khan, have an order written. 

Note on the Reverse —An order has been written. 

No. 21 

Petition of Syad Abdulla, Priest at the Shrine of Hazrat 
Sheikh Muhammad Chisti, dated 29th June 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Previous to this, your petitioner submitted a petition, 
representing that some of the Cultivators of the rent-free 
Village ot Ferozabad Khadir had not paid their rents on 
account of the Winter crop of (he Agricultural year 1^64, and 
he requested that aid might be granted to enforce payment. 
Up lo that time no damage had been sustained by the crops 
which tlie Cultivators could urge as a reason for delay. Now, 
however, the whole of the Autumnal crop of Sugarcane, 
Churree, etc., of the Agricultural year 1265, has been 
totally devastated, and more than this, the very implements of 
Agriculture, such as ploughs, the wood-work on wells, have 
been all carried away, in plunder by the Soldiers. Under 
these circumstances, certainly the rents cannot be realised and 
as the Revenue of this Village has been assigned, as an endow¬ 
ment to support the expenses of the Alms-house under your 
petitioner’s management, he depends on your Royal kindness 
and consideration, and trusts such arrangements will be 
adopted, as will insure that no Soldier shall cause loss to the 
Agriculturists of the said Village. A petition from the Culti¬ 
vators, also, is being submitted. Petition of the Anchorite Syad 
Abdulla, son of Syad Shah Sabur AH Chisti. Official Seal of 
the Shrine. 

Autograph order of the King in pencil, illegible. 

27. Dargah of ihe great sufi saint in Delhi. 
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No. 22 

Joint Petition of Jogal Kishwar, and Sheopt*!asad, 
Merchants. No date^^ 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Your Majesty, —Paying, agreeably to Your Majesty’s 
orders, Rupees 1,200 into the Royal Treasury, we obtained a 
document, under your special signature, assuring us, that we 
should for the future have full immunity from all vexation and 
annoyance at the hands of the functionaries of the State, the 
Princes Royal of illustrious descent, the Soldiers of the Army, 
and all others. Not withstanding all this, however, some 
Troopers, bent upon plunder, still come daily to your Slave’s 
house, in the name of the Princes, and wish to take our lives or 
carry us prisoners. Left without other choice, we have been 
sitting concealed for the last three or four days, and our 
servants and retainers being subjected to every grievance and 
hardship, have not known what to do. Denied ingress to and 
fiom our house we have been rendered houseless as it were, 
and the privacy of our families has been completely ruined. 
If the Princes Royal, delegated to protect the subjects of the 
State and the poor, begin themselves to plunder and oppress, 
where then can there be any safety for the subject ? From Your 
Majesty’s goodness, clemency, and justice, equal to 
Nowsherwan’s®^, we expect that a written order will be addres¬ 
sed to each of the Royal Princes of illustrious ancestry, namely, 
His Highness the Lord of the World, Mirza Muhammad 
Moghal Bahadur, Mirza Khair Muhammad Sultan Bahadur^ 
Mirza Muhammad Abulbakr^® Bahadur, Mirza Muhammad 
Abdulla^^ Bahadur, and others, to the effect that for the future, 
no soldier of the Cavalry or Infantry be permitted to go to 
your Slave’s house and commit acts of aggression there, and 
that the Military Guard at present stationed there, he re¬ 
moved, because lawless characters of the City take advantage 

28. The final order is, however, dated 1 July 1857. 

29. Nausherwan, surnamed Adil or just was a King of Persia (531-579), 
who treated his subjects with great love and kindness. 

30. Son of Bahadur Shah; shot dead by Hodson near Delhi Gate, 22 
September 13 57. 

31. Son of Bahadur Shah; commanded troops; hatiged after the fall of 
Delhi. 
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of the Guard being changed to plunder your Slave’s property. 
We further expect from Your Majesty’s kindness and conside¬ 
ration that a Guard of Militia from the Chief Police Station of 
the City may be placed at our house, that we and our servants 
may not be hindered in going in and out, and may be protec¬ 
ted from the ill-conducted characters of the City, and we pray, 
moreover, that a written order may be sent to the Chief Police 
Officer, that none of the ill-conducted characters above alluded 
to, may be permitted to get up disturbances with your Peti¬ 
tioners (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign). Petition of the 
Slaves, Jogal Kishwar and Sheoprashad, Merchants. 

No date. Autograph Signature of the firm in Hindi. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghal Bahadur will station a Guard at the house 
of the Petitioners. No date. Index No. 218. 

Note on the Reverse —Agreeably to His Majesty’s Com¬ 
mands a written order has been issued, dated 1st July 1857. 

No. 23 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 2nd July 1857 

To —The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

P.ESPECTFULLY Sheweth —That a petition has this day been 
received from the inhabitants of the City, to the effect that 
they have been directed by the Chief Police Officer to wait 
armed and in a body, on the Officers of the Troops arrived 
from Bareilly. It does not appear what the object of this 
order is. Your petitioner therefore suggests that such orders 
as may be necessary in this case may be issued, so that they 
may be complied with. Petition of the Slave, Mirza Muham¬ 
mad Zohur-ud-din Bahadur. Official Seal of the Commander- 
in-Ghief Bahadur. 

No order. 


No. 24 

Petition of Syad Muhammad, Ascetic, dated 4th July 

1867 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 
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Respectfully Sheweth, —That the Soldier of the 9th 
Regiment Native Infantry quartered near Skinner’s "house, 
which is close to the Cashmere Gate, are destroying the houses 
adjoining the Ailkhand Khan Police Station, and situated in 
the rear of Skinner’s house. Several tenements, forming a 
square, some of brick or stone, and some of mud or unbaked 
bricks and belonging to Ascetics, are situated in the locality. 
The aforesaid Soldiery had before dug out and taken away the 
doors and door-frames. They are now destroying the roofs. 
As Your Majesty dispenses justice to all, your Petitioner 
depends on Your Majesty’s goodness and favour, and prays 
that the entire demolition of these houses by the Soldiers may 
be prevented, so that what remains of them may be saved 
from their aggressive hands. It was necessary, and has there¬ 
fore been submitted (Prayers for the King’s prosperity). 
Petition of the Ascetic, the lowly Syad Muhammad. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghal Bahadur will lay strict injunctions on the 
Officers of the 9th Regiment, Native Infantry, to refrain from 
the spoliation complained of 

Note on the Reverse —The order has been written. 

Number of the face ^Index number probably) “204”. 


No. 25 

Petition of Ahsan-ul*Hak, dated 4th July 1837 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That Mirza Abulbakr Sahib has 
lately been in the habit, with unrestrained license and reckless¬ 
ness, of visiting for evil purposes the house of Princes Farkh* 
unda Zamani, situated in Bahram Khan’s Teraha (your 
petitioner’s houses being in the same division of the City), and 
of indulging in the practice of all those acts which may be 
expected to result from drunkenness. According to his cus¬ 
tom, he came yesterday before noon to the said Princess’s 
house, and remained, drinking spirituous liquors, and hearing 
singing for the rest of the day. About an hour and a half 
after sunset, he prepared to leave; but the key of the street 
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gate* accidentally being with the watchman, and he not com¬ 
ing immediately, the Mirza was delayed. Upon this, the 
Mirza being in a hurry, drew his pistol and fired it at your 
Slave, who happened at the time to be sitting at his door with 
some friends. Your Slave kept silent, although no pretext had 
been afforded for this violence; but the Mirza nevertheless 
gave unlimited hand to his tongue, and thought to enter your 
Slave’s house, and to plunder and to carry off all the property 
it contained. Your Slave, however, shut the door, fixed on 
the chain, and got inside. The Mirza had intended to kill 
your Slave, and it was with this object he discharged his pistol 
at him; but as some little portion of your Slave’s life remained 
uncompleted, the shot did not take effect. After the door had 
been closed the Mirza drew his sword, and made several 
attacks upon it, and moreover directed his servants to throw 
stones at different places over the walls, and at the doors. He 
further gave orders that the Artillery, Infantry and Cavalry, 
should plunder the house and slaughter the inmates. The 
watchman stationed at the Faiz Bazaar arriving, the Mirza 
forcibly threw him on the ground, and it was probable that he 
would have severed the watchman’s head from his body. This 
did not occur; but the Mirza so bruised the watchman’s 
back and head with blows, as to leave him half dead. More¬ 
over, the Mirza kept striking with his drawn sword in all 
directions, and very much injured the door with successive 
shots from muskets, and so distributed the Infantry Soldiers in 
the Bazaar, at the same time ordering the Troopers to plunder 
and murder, that many of the people passing in the streets, 
were hit by the bullets. The Assistant to the Chief Police 
Officer of the City was hit by one.*" 

.Nothing remains of the property that belonged to 

the residents of this part of the City, or to the Police Officer 


All the goods and chattels likewise, which happened to be in 
the yard in front of the house, were carried off in plunder, 
and the Mirza, then destroying the door left a guard, and 
went away. In this disturbance, your Slave has had a fofe- 


32. This portion of the original petition is torn out. 
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taste of the day of judgment. Whatever has passed, now 
depending on Your Majesty’s kindness, I trust that full punish¬ 
ment may be awarded. Otherwise, tomorrow is not far from 
today, and the said Lord of the World, Mirza Abulbakr, bent 
on evil purposes, will certainly come with cannons, muskets, 
and swords, and will carry out his designs, and what we 
helpless subjects will have suffered will be something astound¬ 


ing. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) 

List of Property carried off 

Cotton Carpet, 5 yards long, valued at 7 Rs. 1 
Copper Vessels (Lotas) 2 

Copper Saucers and Covers, valued at 1 Re. 2 
Janumaz, valued at 2 Rs. I 

Benaresi Scarf, valued 7 Rs. 1 

A Horse, color, dun, valued 200 Rs. 1 

A small portable hookah I 

A pair of Bullocks, value 100 Rs. 1 

A sword, valued 15 Rs. 1 

Petition of Muhammad Ahsan-ul-hak. 


Order under the Autograph Special Cypher of the King, in 
pencil, in reference to the circumstances represented in the 
above petition, dated 5th July 1857. 

To—Mitza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur. Learn, that you are direc¬ 
ted to search out, and recover from the servants of Mirza 
Abulbakr Bahadur, a sword and a pink turban, the property 
of Kamdar Khan, watchman of the Faiz Bazaar, who was 
wounded, and to forward them to the Royal presence. You 
are directed also to recover from the men of the said Mirza, 
the property of Muhammad Ahsan-ul-hak, son of the Mufti*® 
Ikram-ud-din, whose petition is enclosed, as also to recover 
and forward to the Royal presence, the property of Khuda 
Bakhsh Khan, Assistant to the Chief Police Ofhcer. Be assured 
ofour kindness. 


33. A professor of Islamic law. 
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No. 26 

Order under the Autograph Cypher of the King, in 
pencil, dated 11 July 1837 

To—Mirza Moghal. 

Son —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur, Learn, that you were 
formerly directed, by a special mission, as well as by our ver¬ 
bal injunctions, to make search for a horse, a pistol, and other 
property belonging to the Assistant to the Chief Police Officer 
of the City. We learn today, from the representation of the 
Chief Police Officer that Jugga Sais, has just come, after recog¬ 
nizing the Assistant’s horse, in the Camp of the Cavalry at the 
Ellenborough Tank. You, our Son, are therefore directed to 
have the horse pointed out tomorrow without fail, and reco¬ 
vering him from the Troopers, to restore him to the Police 
Officer. Be assured of our kindness. 

Order on the Reverse, without signature or seal, but given 
by Mirza Moghal apparently. Let an order be issued to the 
Officers of the Cavalry, directing the institution of inquiries 
regarding the horse in question. If the horse pointed out, is 
proved to be the property of the Assistant Police Officer, he 
must be sent here immediately. Dated 12th July 1857. 

Note under the Order —“This order should have been 
written on a separate paper. It has been written here by 
oversight”. 

No. 27 

Petition of Mirza Moghal dated 11th July 1857 

To—The King 1 Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth —That the pistol, sent through 
Yusuf Beg, has been received. In regard to Your Majesty’s 
orders communicated verbally through your petitioner's foster 
father your slave submits, that Your Majesty knows every par¬ 
ticular of your slave’s conduct, without his explaining it. 
Nothing is hidden from Your Majesty. Your slave affirms, 
with the solemnity of an oath, that no orders are ever issued, 
but such as Your Majesty has been previously made acquain¬ 
ted with, or if any are issued, the physician, at least, is always 
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informed of them. Your slave issues no orders whatever 
without Your Majesty’s knowledge. Further as regards the 
distribution of money to the Troops your slave prays, that 
Bindi Banker may be summoned, and may be made to declare 
on oath, whether or not your slave has always regarded the 
smallest fraction, and a lac of rupees, as sums equally insignifi¬ 
cant, and whether the embezzlement of the least trifle can 
have occurred. (Prayer for the prosperity of the reign) 
Petition of the slave, Zohur-ud-din. Attested with the Official 
seal of the “Gommander-in-Ghief Bahadur”. 

Autograph order by the King^ in pencil (in appropriate) 

“Institute inquiries”. 

“No. 401” (apparently Index number.) 

No. 28 

Petition of Jamnna Das, Land-holder, Resident of 
Muttra, dated 14th July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —Your Exalted Highness. Your 
slave has for some years, been staying at his home without 
occupation, and has passed his time at best he was able. He 
has now come to Your Majesty’s threshhold in search of his 
subsistence, and prays that orders may be issued from your 
Royal presence, empowering him to make arrangements for 
settling the Gountry from Delhi to Muttra, and thence on to 
Agra. As your slave is a resident of Muttra, and is in conse¬ 
quence fully acquainted with the whole of that District, he 
will, through Your Majesty’s auspices and the favour of God, 
be able to establish arrangements which will be thoroughly 
efficient. Your slave, moreover, knows near two thousand 
men in that District, who are practised in the use of fire-arms. 
All he requires is Your Majesty’s orders, and he will then 
establish Postal and Gommissariat arrangements in every Gity 
and Town, from Delhi to Muttra, &c. Ten or fifteen days 
after reaching Muttra, your slave will send about ten Lacs of 
rupees to the Royal Treasury, for the expenses of the State. 
He prays, therefore, that the matter being taken into favour¬ 
able consideration, one piece of ordinance, with shot and 
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powder, and some Infantry, may be made over to him, to 
proceed in that direction. Arriving in that District, your slave 
will, with the blessing of God, make thoroughly efficient 
arrangements, and Your Majesty’s Government will be firmly 
established. Without your Royal authority, your slave is un¬ 
able to do anything, and that which is accomplished, will 
hereafter be thoroughly manifest to Your Majesty. Beyond 
this, matters are in the dispensation of God. It was necessary, 
and has therefore been submitted. (Prayers for the prosperity 
of the reign.) 

Piece of Ordnance with powder and shot I 

Regiment of Infantry with Cavalry 1 

Seal, to certify King’s authority for the 

petitioner’s proceedings I 

Besides the above, whatever else it may please His Majesty 
to bestow. Petition of the slave Jamuna Das, Putail, of old 
nourished by His Majesty’s salt, resident of Muttra, at present 
staying at Delhi, 

Sisxnatuie of the Petitioner in Hindi. 

O 

Note —No order on the petition; but there is a separate one 
in reference to it fiotn the King, to Mirza Moghal, which has 
been translated as a separate paper. 


No. 29 

Petition from Rattan Chand, Superintendent of tbe 
Royal Gardens, and private Estates of tbe King 
attached to Sahibabad 8cc. No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

RESPECTFUr.LY Sheweth, —That the Troopers quartered in 
the Chundni Chowk, have picquetted their horses immediately 
in the front of the shops. Many of the tenants have, in conse¬ 
quence, vacated their shops and gone away, and those that 
remain are ready to follow the same course, from dread of 
the Troopers. Much loss of rent, as well as damage to the 
shops, which having been plastered with mortar are yet in 
repair, is now occurring. Your petitioner prays, therefore, that 
orders according to the Royal pleasure may be issued in this 



32 


THE TRIAL OF BAHADUR SHAH 


matter. Petition of the consumer of the Royal salt, the slave 
Rattan Ghand, Superintendent of the Gardens, and f)ersonal 
Estates of the King, at Sahibabad, &c. 

Note in Margin —“Copy taken”. 

Order by the King, in reference to the above petition, without 

signature, seal, or cypher, dated I6th July 1857. 

To—Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwire Mirza Moghal Bahadur, Learn, that we are in¬ 
formed, by a petition from Rattan Ghand, Superintendent of 
the Sahibabad Garden, which is herein enclosed in original, 
that the Troopers of the Cavalry come from Jadhpur have pic- 
quetted their horses in front of the shops, and have taken 
possession of a number of them. That some of the shop¬ 
keepers, have, in consequence, vacated their shops and gone 
away, and that those of the tenants who remain are ready to 
do the same. Under these circumstances, loss to our personal 
Revenue must ensue. You, our son, are therefore directed to 
cause these Troopers to remove from their present location, 
and to assign them some other place to stay in, so that this 
cause of loss to our Revenue may be checked. Be assured of 
our kindness. 


No. 30 

Petition of Sheodial and Shadiram, Merchants, 
dated 17th July 18573<^ 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That great mobs of people go 
daily to the mercantile shops of your slaves, situated near the 
Cashmere Gate, and commit the most riotous proceedings 
there. Sometimes they bring the Chief Police Officer of the 
City, at others, the soldiery, accusing your slaves, as a plea for 
their conduct, of sending supplies to the Enemy. Be it manifest 
to Your Majesty, that we are the hereditary and homeborn 
slaves of your illustrious house. From such proceedings, our 

34. The petition bears no date, 17th July 1857 is, however, the date of 
the final order passed on it. 
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total ruin and impoverishment must ensue; we therefore pray 
that our shops may be placed under the lock and key of the 
State, so that it may be protected, and we may obtain safety 
from the grievance represented. (Prayers for the prosperity of 
the reign). Petition of the slave, Shadiram and Sheodial, 
Shop-keepers. No date. 

Autograph order by the Kingy in pencil 

Mirza Moghal will provide for the protection of the peti¬ 
tioners. 

On the Reverse—^‘N o. 557”. 

Order on the reverse, without signature or seal, apparently 
by Mirza Moghal, in furtherance of the King’s order :— 

This petition, bearing an order in the Royal handwriting, 
directing arrangements, has reached this office today. The 
petitioners request that their shops may be placed under the 
lock and key of the State, and that it may be protected. It is 
therefore ordered, that a written order be sent to the Chief 
Police Officer of the City, to the intent that agreeably to the 
request of the Petitioners, he place their shops under lock and 
key, and attend so to its protection that no damage may be 
allowed to occur to it. It is not necessary to send the liquors 
here.^® Dated 17th July 1857. 

Note under the Order—“A n order has been written”. 


No. 31 

Order ander the Autograph special cypher of the King, 
in pencil, dated I7th July 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur. Learn, that on perusal 
of the petition of Syad Husein Ali Khan, Police Officer of 
Paharganj, regarding the wounding of a Jemadar and some 
Policemen by the violent hands of the Goojurs of Aliganj, 
Mallanji, Hasangarh and Alapur, a special order was sent to 
you, with the said petition in original. Today, on perusal of 
tk representation from the Police Officer ofMahrowali, we 

35, Indicates some verbal request made earlier to this effect. 
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learn that the same Goojurs are now engaged in highway 
robbery and in plundering the Country. The suppression of 
such disorders is of the utmost moment, and you are directed 
therefore immediately to send out one Company of Intantry 
and 50 Troopers, to capture the Goojurs in question, with the 
Chief men®® of their Villages. If they are captured, they shall 
receive the punishment due to their misdeeds, and complete 
order will ensue. Be assured of our favour. 

Note on the Face —“Received 27th July 1857, Number 
849”. 


No. 32 

Order under the Autograph Cypher of the King, in 

pencil 

To—Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur. I.earn, that from the 
petition of Jamuna Das, land-holder, resident of Muttra, now 
staying in Delhi, it is ascertained that he has 2,000 men at his 
command, experienced in the use of fire-arms, that he promises 
to bring ten lacs of rupees to the Royal Treasury, that he 
declares his ability to make elFicient arrangements along the 
road from Delhi to Agra, and that he requires a Military force, 
comprised of Artillery, Infantry and Cavalry, together with 
ammunition, and a seal of authority. As it is necessary to 
enquire —First in what way this man will carry out all the 
above projects, and how he will proceed to prove what he says, 
you, our Son, are directed to assemble a Court of all the prin¬ 
cipal Officers of the Army, and to confer and consult with 
them about the matter, and to submit, for our consideration, 
distinctly noticing every particular, whether or not it is likely, 
that he can bring what he proposes to a successful issue, and, 
if he can, what course he will adopt. You will also state what 
the wishes of the Officers of the Army may be in this matter, 
and whether the man has the capacity for this business, or 
whether he will only pillage and plunder on his own account. 


36. That is, Lambardars. 
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All these points affecting the plan, the means and the proceed¬ 
ings by which he can carry out all that is said in his petition', 
you will state distinctly for consideration, and definite orders 
will then be issued. The original is enclosed in this missive, 
make yourself thoroughly acquainted with its contents, and 
whatever may be clearly ascertained and proved in this matter, 
submit for our consideration. Be assured of our kindness. 
Secondly —Does this man propose to dig up a buried treasure 
of ten lacs of rupees, or does he know of any Treasury where 
this money is deposited, or does he intend to plunder any one 
for it ? It is necessary he should be questioned on this point 
also. 


No. 33 

Petition of Imam-baksh, Chowdary, and all the men of 
the ice-pits. No date. Date of final order, 18th July 

1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth,—T hat we, your slaves, have 
from time immemorial, been cherished and nurtured by the 
salt of Your Majesty’s house. The Troops which have now 
arrived, have encamped near your slaves’ houses, which are 
contiguous to the ice-pits opposite the Turkoman Gate, and 
your slaves are, in consequence, exposed to great annoyances 
and ruination; the very timbers of the roofs of their houses 
having been carried away. Many of the inhabitants, consider¬ 
ing their lives in danger, have deserted the place, but your 
slave has remained, solely because the ice used by Your 
Majesty’s butler^’ is supplied from his ice-pits. Your Majesty 
desires the fostering care and protection of all God’s creatures. 
Your petitioner therefore prays that Madhuganj, the property 
of the Rajah of Jypur, adjoining Rajah Jay singh’s Observatory*® 
and near to the Turkoman Gate, its enclosing wall being still 
in preventation, may be graciously bestowed on him, and that 
an Order may be issued to the force come from Bareilly, prohi¬ 
biting opposition and hindrance, so that your slaves obtaining 
safety may night and day pray for Your Majesty’s prosperity. 

37. That is, Abdarkhana. 

38. Jantra Maritra built by Mirza Rajajai Singh of Jaipur. 
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We further beg that the order to the Officers may be issued 
under your special signature. Petition of the slave Imam- 
bakhsh, and all the men of the ice-pits. 

Autograph order by the King^ in pencil 

Mirza Moghal Bahadur will give the petitioners place in 
the Observatory, and will have an order written. 

Order on the reverse, without Signature or Seal, apparently 
by Mirza Moghal, in furtherance of the King’s order ;— 

Let orders in accordance with those of the Royal presence 
be issued, dated 18th July 1857. 

Note below Order —“An order has been written”. 


No. 34 

Translation of a Firman from Delhi, addressed to 
Muhammad Khan^*, Nawab of Najibabad 


SEAL 

AbuzafTar-Sirajud-din Muhammad 
Bahadur Shah. 

Padshah-i-Ghazi 1253 A. Hijri, and 
1st of Reign. 


Amir-ud-dowlat, Zia-ul-Mulk, Muhammad Mahmud Khan 
Bahadur, Muzaffar Jang, our own special servant, worthy of 
kindness and protection, the object of our favours. 

Know ! The petition of that special servant, containing full 
particulars respecting the disturbed state of all the Pergunnahs 
of that Zillah from the acts of plunderers and rascals, and the 
method adopted for putting a stop to the same by entertaining 
as many footmen and horsemen as possible, and calling to 
mind the hereditary services of that faithful one towards our 
Royal house, and requesting that our Royal attention may 
devolve upon that Zillah as of old, has been perused, and all 
has become known. Of a truth the forefathers of that especial 

39. Nawab of Bijnor; great grandson of Zabita Khan, the son of Njyib-ud- 
daulah, Amir-uI-Umra; played important role in i857«. 
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servant have ever been the objects of favours to former 
Emperors; but that especial servant has always been looked 
upon by us with particular favour, inasmuch as you left me no 
service which was becoming unperformed for Mirza-Shah- 
Rukh*®, deceased, the light of our Royal eyes. (This is an 
illusion to civilities rendered on a shooting expedition, which 
Mirza-Shah-Rukh, the Emperor’s son, made some ten of 
twelve years ago to Rohilkhand.) 

Therefore you are entitled to our special kindness. 

If you, in addition to your former good acts, render still 
more efficient service, then will the Royal favour be increased, 
and your request that the arrangement of the whole Zillah be 
made over to you shall be complied with. Untill a perfect sun- 
nud be issued, you are to keep in deposit the revenues of the 
District, after paying the Troops and the Revenue Officers, 
and you are to remit the balance to us. 

With reference to the large amount of Treasure, chattels 
and horses, which came into your hands after the flight of the 
British Officers, you must send them at once with an account 
current by the hands of Mathura Das^^ and two of the Royal 
Sowars, in order that the real value of your professions may be 
at once tested, and that you may obtain promotion 
28th Zu’l Kadat, 21st year of our reign, corresponding with 
the 21st July 1857. 

(True Translation) 

(Signed) J.G. WILSON, 

Judge of Moradabad, 

Senior Commissioner, Meerut Division. 


No. 35 

Petition of Karim Bakhsli, alias Natthua, No date. Date 
of King’s order, 22nd July 1857 

To—The King ! Divine and Merciful! 


40. Son of Bahadur Shah, who died young, brfore 1857. 

41. Royal Treasurer; a wealthy banker from Delhi. 
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Respectfully Sheweth —That a week or ten days ago, 
Jawahar Bakhsh, Private of the 11th Regiment of Infantry, 
stole a black female mule, the property of your slave, from 
the street known as the Kazi-ka-Howz. Your slave, with 
much difficulty, found the mule after five days’ search, when 
Jawahar Bakhsh restored it, after taking eleven rupees for 
doing so. Three days subsequently to this, the said Private, 
accompanied by another, came to your slave’s house, which is 
situated in the Turkoman Police jurisdiction, and seizing him 
as a delinquent, took him before Mirza Sultan Beg, Doctor of 
the 11th Regiment of Infantry. The Doctor placed your slave 
in arrest and said the mule was his, and that your slave should 
either bring the animal, or remain a prisoner. Fearing that 
his life was in jeopardy, your slave made the mule over, when 
the eleven rupees he had formerly given, were returned. The 
truth is, that about five months ago, your slave purchased the 
animal in question from Ramzan Khan, Risaldar, of the 5lh 
Troops, 8th Regiment of Irregular Cavalry, who is a resident 
of Delhi. Your slave prays that with fostering concern for the 
protection of the [)oor, Your Majesty will inquire of the above- 
named Risaldar, and of four or five otlier Officers of 
Regiment, so that your slave may obtain justice, and ever pray 
for your Majesty’s prosperity. It was necessary, and has there¬ 
fore been submitted, (Prayers for the prosperity of the rt'ign.) 
Petition of the slave Karim Bakhsh, alias Natthua, claimant for 
justice, proprietor of the mule. 

Autograph order of the King, in ink, authenticated with 
Cypher. No. 631, dated 22nd July 1857 

Let an order be written to the Officers of the 11th Regi¬ 
ment of Infantry. 

Note in a corner on the Reverse. “The written order” 
in this case, has not been issued. 


No. 36 

Order under the Special Autograph Cypher of the King, 
in pencil, No. 643, dated 22nd July 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal. 
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Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur. Learn ! Formerly some 
Troopers took up qu irters in the Hayat-Bakhsh and Mahtab 
Gardens, and owing to the injury these Gardens suffered from 
the Troopers staying in them, they were made to remove, 
agreeably to our Royal orders. But now nearly 200 Soldiers of 
the 54th Regiment Native Infantry, and a Doctor, with his 
family, have located themselves there, and thus, unless they 
remove, the causes of damage to the said Gardens will continue 
as before; moreover, our Royal cortege frequently condescends 
to go in that direction, and much inconvenience is felt on such 
occasions. You, our Son, are therefore directed to speak to 
the Officers of the Court on this matter, and to have these 
Soldiers and the Native Doctor removed from the Gardens. In 
doing this, you vvll secure our extreme divine approbation. Be 
assured of our kindness. 

It being | past 2 O’clock, and the Prisoner requiring an 
adjournment, the Court adjourns accordingly until 11 A.M. 
tomorrow. 




2 


Second Day’s Proceedings 


Thursday, January 28th, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this day, at 11 A.M., in the Hall 
of Special Audience, in the Palace at Delhi, pursuant to ad¬ 
journment of yesterday. 

The President, Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge- 
Advocate General are all present. 

The Prisoner is brought into Court. Ahsan Ulla Khan 
is called into Court, and reminded of his former affirmation. 

The Prisoner now requests that a Lawyer of the name of 
Ghulam Abbas, may be allowed to attend and assist him in 
Court, To this the Court accedes, and Ghulam Abbas takes 
his seat in Court accordingly. 

The Interpreter now peruses the originals of the papers, the 
translations of which were read by the Judge Advocate yester¬ 
day, and it is explained to the Prisoner’s assistant what evi¬ 
dence in respect to each paper was given by the Witness 
yesterday. The Interpreter having perused Persian original 
down to No. 36, the Judge Advocate resumes reading the 
English translations down to No. 56., which was entered as 
follows: 
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No. 37 

Order under the Seal of the Royal Court of Justice, 
dated 22nd July 1857 

To—The Emblem of Valor, the Chief Police Officer of 
Delhi. 

The files of papers relating to the cases of two out of the five 
prisoners sent by you are present in this Office, as specified 
below; but those of the remaining three are not forthcoming. 
If you have in your possession any receipt of tliis Royal Court 
for the three missing files, you are directed to submit it, and 
for the future, it is necessary that all prisoners who are forwar¬ 
ded to this Court, should be accompanied by the usual form of 
committal, with all prisoners in the same way. 

List Cases 
Files forthcoming 
Case of Gumani, defendant 
Case of Rahim Ulla, defendant 
Files not forthcoming 
Harsukh 
Ghulam Ali 
Khuda Bakhsh 


Petition of Mubarak Shah, Chief Police Officer of the 

City, on the reverse of the above Order, dated 24th 

July 1857 

To—The King, &c. 

The explanation called for by this order is submitted in a 
separate petition, which is enclosed. Petition of the slave, 
Mubarak Shah, Chief Police Officer of the City of Delhi. 

Enclosure referred to in the above Petition of Syad Muhammad Shaht 

dated 2^th July 185 7 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That Your Majesty’s order, to 
the effect that five prisoners despatched from the Chief Police 
Office of the City had reached, and that of these, the files of 
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the cases of Gnmani and Rahim Ulla are in the Office of the 
Royal Court of Justice, but that those of Harsukh, Ghulam Ali 
and Khuda Bakhsh have not been found, and therefore, direc¬ 
ting that, if any receipt of the Royal Court is forthcoming in 
this Office it be submitted; and further enjoining that in future 
cases, the usual form of committal, the plaintiff, and the proofs 
of guilt be sent with the prisoners, has been received. Your 
Exalted Highness, the particulars are these. Harsukh was 
apprehended by the subordinate Police Officer of Allahabad, 
on suspicion of obtaining his livelihood by evil practices, and 
was sent to this Police Station as a character of this sort; but as 
there was no plaintiff, and no stolen property was found in his 
possession, no papers were prepared in his case. As regards 
Ghulam Ali (so called through a clerical error, his correct 
name being Ghulam Muhammad) the particulars are these. 
He was sent to me, from the Chandni Ghowk Police Station, 
with a written statement of the case, against him, to wit, 
that the following stolen property had been found in his 
possession : 

Brass Vessels, the property ofjammanji Cashmiri. 

Sheep and Goatskin shoes, belonging to Muhammad Ali, 
seller of shoes, clothes and other things, the property of 
Ghulam Haidar Khan. 

In the investigation, at the Chief Police Station, the charge 
having been conclusively proved by the written statement of 
the subordinate Police Officer, by the testimony of witnesses, 
and by Ghulam Ali’s own confession, the property was made 
over to the claimants on their several receipts, their ownership 
being first fully ascertained, and a full statement of the case, 
together with the papers received from the subordinate Police 
Station, was forwarded to your Majesty. In reference to the 
prisoner, in this case, it was specifically mentioned in my 
report, that he had formerly Been a Watchman in the division 
of the City known as the Turkoman, but that the Clerk of the 
Chandni Chowk Police Office had, on his own authority, 
removed him to the front of the Ashrafi-ka-Kutra. Perhaps, 
the Clerk approved of these services of the Watchman ! 
Accordingly, a copy of this report is present in the book of 
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copies, amongst the petition from the Police Station, for the 
15th July 1857. With advertence to the case of Khucfa Bakhsh, 
on a reference to the Diary of the Police Station, it is ascer¬ 
tained from the entry for the 17th July 1857, that Khuda 
Buksh, Trooper, apprehended the prisoner, as one engaged in 
evil practices for a livelihood, and brought him to this Station, 
affirming that he, the Trooper, had lent a pistol to one 
Nunneh, son of Kaulia Khan, mendicant, that the prisoner had 
forcibly taken the pistol from Nunneh, and ran off with it, and 
that from that day he had been in hiding, and had only now 
been seized. This was the Trooper’s charge, and it was con¬ 
firmed by the testimony of Kaulia Khan, mendicant. The 
report in this case was forwarded to the presence of His 
Highness, the Commander-in-Ghief, Sahib Mirza Moghal 
Bahadur, in view to orders being issued, but none have as yet 
been received. It is further submitted that search having been 
made in the Office of the Police Station, no receipt of the 
Royal Court on account of the papers in this case, could be 
found. The reason is that, frequently, when papers are for¬ 
warded, no receipts are given from the Royal Court, and it is 
accordingly a matter which cannot be helped. Such as the 
particulars were, they are submitted. For the future, great 
care will be observed, and when a prisoner is forwarded, the 
form of committal, the plaintiff and the proofs will be sent at 
the same time. All the subordinate Police Officers of the City 
have been made acquainted with the orders on this subject 
and will carefully conform to them. (Prayers for the pros¬ 
perity of the reign). Petition of the slave, Syad Mubarak 
Shah, Police Officer of the City of Delhi, attested with the Seal 
of the Chief Police Office of the seat of Government,, 
“Shajahanabad”. 

Note in a corner at Foot —“Copy taken”. 


No. 38 

Royal Manifesto or Proclamation, without Signature, 
Cypher or seal, probably an Office Copy, kept for 
record, dated 23rd July 1857 

To—All the Inhabitants of the Town of Rohtlik. 
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Proclamation is made. That one man is not to stretch out 
the hand of violence against another, and that all are to conti¬ 
nue in full subjection to the Authority of the principal land¬ 
holders, who are known to be the well-wishers of the State. 
Civil Establishments and a sufficient Military force will very 
soon be sent to make all necessary arrangements. Anxious 
concern for the welfare and comfort of his subject is cherished 
by His Majesty; but all such as shall be guilty of acts of turbu¬ 
lence or disobedience against lawful authority, will be most 
severely punished. This Proclamation is therefore issued for 
public information. 


No. 39 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 24th July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That fouiteen middle-sized 
horses, with some magazine cart drivers, have this day been 
seized and brought to your Slave, by some Infaiiiry Soldiers. 
The Drivers assert that these horses are their own private pro¬ 
perty. The truth of this statement can (not ?) be ascertained 
without an investigation. Your petitioner submits that, if he 
be so directed, he will, without entering into any inquiry, 
attach these horses to the Royal Artillery, Some of them are 
equal to the draft of Guns; but others being small and weak, 
are totally unfit; or if such is the Royal pleasure, these horses 
can, for the present, be kept here, till all the forms of a regular 
investigation shall have been gone through; when they can be 
sent to the Royal presence. Let instructions, agreeably to Your 
Majesty’s pleasure, be issued under the Royal signature, so 
that, in accordance with them, steps may be taken. It was 
necessary, and has been submitted. Petition of the slave, 
Zohur-ud-din. 

Autograph order by the King in Pencil, No. 859 

Institute an inquiry, and lay the result before the Royal 
presence. 

Note below Order —“Received 27th July 1857.’* 
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No. 40 

0 

Petition of Mubarak Shah, Chief Police Officer of the 
City, dated 25th July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That information was brought 
at noon today, that a great crowd of Infantry Soldiers had 
assembled, and broken into the house of Alopi Prashad and 
Rurmall, Khatries, on the pretext of searching for Europeans. 
I immediately dispatched my Assistant to prevent excesses on 
the part of misconducted characters, and being still anxious, 
sent such other aid as appeared necessary. The Assistant 
returned and reported, that the Officer of the Regiment had 
sent him away, saying that he would preserve order, and that 
there was, accordingly, no necessity for the Assistants presence. 
I have just now heard that no suspicious property or European 
was found in this search; but nevertheless, the owners of the 
house cannot but have suffered some loss, the extent of which 
it would be difficult to determine. I have further heard that 
the Soldiers have taken away the two owners of the house, 
and have placed them in arrest. The proceedings in this case 
were altogether at variance with the usage according to which 
search should be conducted, and by such proceedings the 
subjects are aggrieved and oppressed. In those cases in which 
the statements of the informers are deemed worthy of credit, 
no oppression or disgrace is inflicted on any person who is not 
guilty, if search is made after the established usage, by four or 
five trustworthy men, in company with the Police Establish¬ 
ment. I submit the petition for Your Majesty’s prerogative, to 
settle this matter. It was necessary, and has therefore been 
submitted. (Prayers for the King’s prosperity). Petition of 
the slave Syad Mubarak Shah Khan, Chief Police Officer. 
Seal of “the Chief Police Officer of the Seat of the Imperial 
Government, Shahjahanabad”. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghal will quickly send the Officer of the Regi¬ 
ment, and will have these poor innocent men released from 
arrest. 
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No. 41 

Petition of Imam Uila Khan, Trooper, dated 26th July 

1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweih, —That your Slaveys horse hat 
become unserviceable, in consequence of a crack in one of his 
hoofs, and that, depending on Your Majesty’s fostering consi¬ 
deration for your home-born slaves he trusts he may be allow¬ 
ed one month’s leave of absence, that he may search for and 
bring another. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign). 
Petition of the least of all home-born slaves, the Bargir,^ Iman 
Ulla Khan, Trooper, attached to the Pay Department. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

The Officers of the Pay Department will give one month’s 
leave of absence. 


No. 42 

Petition of Saligram, Proprietor of Bullock Train. 

No date. Date of King’s Order, 28tlt July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That your slave’s Bullock Train, 
for passengers and parcels, had been long running between 
Delhi and Muttra. When the revolt of the Troops occurred 
all his arrangements were deranged, and one of his wagons, 
which had been coming from Muttra, remained at the Arab 
Serai, in consequence of the disturbed state of the Country. 
The people in whose charge the wagon was left now decline 
being responsible for its safety, and importune your slave to 
have it brought away to Delhi. Your slave depends on Your 
Majesty’s kindness and consideration, therefore, to allow him 
the aid of a peon to have the wagon brought in safety from 
the Arab Serai, and your slave will ever pray for Your 
Majesty’s life and prosperity. It was necessary, and has there¬ 
fore been submitted. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign). 
Petition of the slave Saligram, proprietor of Bullock Train, 
subject of the King, resident of the Dariba. No date. 

Order on the reverse, attested by the State seal of the King 
1. A trooper in an irregular cavalry regiment. 
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Ordered, that the Police Officer submit a statemen|, dated 
27th July 1857. 

Separate slip attached, being a short abstract of Saligram's 
petition, with amplification of the King’s order. ‘^A wagon 
belonging to the petitioner is standing at the Arab Serai”. 

Exposition of order 

Mirza Moghal Bahadur will send a peon with Saligram, 
Bullock Train proprietor, to have the wagon brought into the 
City in safety. 


Police Ofificer’s report of the order having been carried 

into effect. 

To—The King I Nourisher of the Poor 1 

Your Majesty, —Agreeably to the Royal orders, I have 
had the wagon made over to the claimant, by Tara, Brahman, 
and his receipt for the same is submitted, under cover of this 
report. Dated 29th July 18 >7. Petition of the slave, Khawaja 
Nazir-ud-din Khan, Police Officer of Bhadrapur, staying at the 
Arab Serai. Personal seal of the petitioner, and that of the 
Bhadrapur Police Office. 

Saligram*s receipt enclosure to Police Officer report 

1, Saligram, son of Moti Ram, by caste Brahman, resident 
of Delhi, having left a wagon at the Arab Serai, in the charge 
of Tara, Brahman, have now received the same through the 
Police Officer of Bhadrapur, who is staying at the Arab Serai, 
agreeably to the orders of His Majesty the King. I have 
therefore given this writing, that it may remain as a testimony, 
and be of use. Dated 28th July 1857. Witnesses* signatures 
in the Hindi character of Ghajju and Maida. Shop papers of 
Arab Serai. Saligrara’s attestation by mark. 

Order ort the margin of the PoUce Officer’s report repeated 
on Saligram’s receipt, without signature or seal. 

“File in the Office”. Dated 30th July 1857. 

No. 43 

Petition of Dundi Khan, farmer of the Old Fort. No 
date. Date of final order, 30th July 1057 
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To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That your petitioner is a poor 
fai mer, and has of old been your Majesty's subject. That he 
has claims against his tenants on account of the Autumnal 
crop, but cannot obtain payment from them; and that when 
he applies to them, they put him off w’ith promises 
from day to day. He therefore depends on Your Majesty’s 
favoui and goodness and expects that an order will be issued 
to the Officers stationed in the Old Fort, to have the money 
which is due to your slave, realized for him, so that he may 
pay his instalment of die Government revenue. Your petitioner 
fuitlier submits, that if he is authorized, he will collect the 
revenue of the hamlets connected with the Old Fort, agreeably 
to the yjapers of the Village Accountants, and will bring it to 
the Royal presence, for now, it is being uselessly lost. In its 
reaching the Royal Ti easury, your slave will have obtained 
distinction. Furthermore, your petitioner represents, that 
when he speaks to the far rners to carry on their sowings and 
the agricultural operations, in view to provide for future pro¬ 
duction, they do not heed his injunctions, and that, if some do 
take steps to cultivate their lands, the people of the army, 
camel-drivers, &c , destroy their cultivation. Seeing them, 
cow-herdi, &c., let their cattle loose into the fields, and when 
your slave remonstrates, the said camel-drivers come forward 
to resist him forcibly. Your slave’s preservation or ruin is in 
Your Majesty’s hands, and he therefore prays that five 
Troopers, and a petty Officer of Cavalry, may be assigned to 
aid and protect him, so that his agricultural operations may be 
put in train of commencement, and when they have been 
sufficiently advanced, after a month or fifteen days, if Your 
Majesty wishes, the Troopers may be recalled. Otherwise, 
how shall we, farmers, be able either to pay the Government 
Revenue for the present season, or support ourselves and our 
families, for we shall have been utterly ruined, and rendered 
houseless ? However, Your Majesty is master. (Prayers for 
the prosperity of the reign). Petition of the slave, of old nouri¬ 
shed by His Majesty’s salt, Dundia Khan, farmer, resident of 
the Old Fort. No date. 

Autograph order by the King, in Pencil 
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Mirza Moghal will peremptorily enjoin on the Officers of 
the Infantry Regiment staying in the Old Fort, that datnage 
be not done to the cultivation of our subjects. 

Exposition of autograph order 

Mirza Moghal will peremptorily enjoin on the Officers of 
the Infantry and 7tli Cavalry, that damage be not done to the 
cultivation of our subjects. (The order was evidently not 
correctly deciphered). 

Note in a corner at the top, bearing the Royal Signature. 

Order without Signature, or Seal, apparently by Mirza 
Moghal.—Let the farmers of the Old Fort be summoned. 
Dated 28th July 1857. 

The King’s orders have been carried out. There is no 
need to summon the farmers. Dated 30th July 1857. 

Note below Order —‘^Orders have been issued to the 
Officers of the Infantry, and the 7th Cavalry, stationed at the 
Old Fort”. _ 

No. 44 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, and Mirza Khair Sultan, 
dated 6th August 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That owing to the suspension of 
all remittances to and from the Country, there is at present a 
great scarcity of money, and unless a mint for coinage is set in 
operation, it will soon not be procurable. We, therefore, pray 
that your Divine Majesty’s order may be issued, that we slaves, 
making all necessary arrangements connected with the 
measure, may have the operations of coinage commenced. 
We therefore submit enclosed herein, a petition from a person 
offering to contract for the mint, and from Your Majesty’s 
kindness and favour, we expect that this tender of contract 
will be accepted. It was necessary, and we have therefore 
submitted it. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign). Petition 
of the slaves, Mirza Muhammad Zohur-ud-din, and Mirza 
Muhammad Khair Sultan. 

Autograph order of the King^ in Pencil 

It is approved of. 
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No. 45 

Order under the Autograph Special Cypher of the 
King, in Pencil, dated 7th August 1857 

To—Badr-ud-din Ali Khan, Seal Engraver. 

You are directed to prepare and present, executed in the 
best style of finish and design and showing his titles, a Seal for 
the adviser of the State, the respected of the Country, our own 
special slave, Muhammad Bakht Khan, Lord Governor Baha¬ 
dur, Controller of all matters Military and Civil. As is usual* 
insert the year of our reign 21 in the Seal. 

Note in the Margin —“Similar to the Royal cypher”, 
meaning perhaps the same size as the special Seal of the King, 
engraved in the cypher. 

Impression of a Seal in the margin illegible, with a note at 
its side. It is like Note on Reverse—“Copy kept”. 


No 46 

Address, from Mirza Moghal, on the part of the King, 
attested with the Official Seal of the Gommander- 
in-Ghief, rambling and unconnected, and from 
the style, appearing to have been written from 
the King’s dictation, dated 9th August 1857 

To—The Officers of the Bullumtair (Volunteer) Paltan, 
36th'^ Regiment of Native Infantry. 

The orders of the Royal presence are to the following 
effect : 

In the first place, it is to be observed, that setting aside all 
regards for my own life even, I have done all in my power to 
satisfy and please the soldiery in every matter. The reason 
was, I had assured the Army that I should regard them as my 
own children. The petulance of one’s own child has to be 
borne with, and so I have borne with yours, indulging you in 
all your wishes. But it is to be deplored that you have, not¬ 
withstanding, shown no concern for my life, and have had no 
consideration for my old age. It is incumbent on you now to 

2. This should be 38 NI which was called the Bullumtair Paltan. 
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reflect on my infirmities, and the changes my health is momen¬ 
tarily undergoing The care of my health was altogether in the 
hands of the Physician, Ahsan Ulla Khan, who kept himself 
constantly informed of the changes it underwent Now, there 
is none to cire for me, but God, while the changes in my 
health are such as may not be imagined. All the Soldiers and 
Officers ought now, therefore, to gratify me in this matter, as 
I have even indulged them in every wish of theirs, and should 
remove the guard at present over the Physician, and release 
him from arrest, so that he may be at liberty to come and go, 
whenever he may think it necessary to examine my pulse. 
Moreover, if my enemy is instigating you, you should not heed 
his insinuations. Should any one insinuate suspicions against 
the Physician you should tell him to intercept some letter 
attested with the Seal; and bring it to you, that you may have 
proof that he is an enemy; and that you will then yourselves 
punish him. Furthermore, the property that was plundered 
from the Physician’s house belonged to the Kitig It is there¬ 
fore proper that it should be traced and collected, and should 
be sent to our presence, and that the people, through whose 
instigation it was plundered, should be adequately punished, 
agreeably to the decision of the Court. If you are not disposed 
to comply v»dth these requests let me be conveyed, in safety, to 
the Khwaja Sahib^. I shall there sit and employ myself in the 
occupation of a Mujawir^ and, if this even is acceded not to, 

I shall relinquish every concern, and go away®. Let those who 
think they can detain me, attempt to do so. Not having been 
killed by the hands of English, I shall be killed by yours. 
Further the oppression that is at present being inflicted on the 
people, is not inflicted on them, it is inflicted ogn me. It is 
incumbent on you all to take measures to prevent it. Or let 
me have my answer, and I shall shallow a diamond and kill 
myself*. Moreover on the plunder of the Physician’s house, a 
small box containing our Seal was carried away. No paper, 
of a date subsequent to the 7th August 1857, bearing the im¬ 
pression of that Seal, will be valid. 

3. Tn-charge Dargah of Khawaja Nijam-ud-din, near Qutb, Delhi. 

4 One who cleans the mosque. 

5. Probably to Macca or Madina. 

6. It was thought that a diamond if swallowed could kill a person. 
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No. 47 

Order by the King without Signature, Cypher or seal) 

dated 11th August 1857 

(An Office Copy apparently) 

To—The ever faithful Muhammad Akbar Ali Khan Baha¬ 
dur ! Ruler of Patnahi^. 

Consider youjself receiving favour, and know ! That, 
agreeably to the representation of Durga Prashad, Registrar of 
Landed Proprietary Rights of the District of Patnahi, all the 
particulars of the outrageous conduct of Muhammad Khan 
Risaldar, against you, our special slave, and of your having 
gone away from Patnahi, in consequence of the said Risaldar 
having been killed by the farmers of the Ranghur caste, of the 
Patnahi District, as well as the devastation of your Territory, 
and the plunder of your property, by the peasantry of that part 
of the country, have fully come to our Royal knowledge. It 
has been clearly ascertained that the wounding and slaughter 
of the Risaldar and the Troopers who were with him cannot 
be ascribed to anything but the said Rjsaldar’s own miscon¬ 
duct, and you, our special slave, are therefore directed to 
return to your residence, and restoring your ancient demense, 
in all confidence and assurance, to its former order and tran¬ 
quillity, to continue obedient to our Royal orders. Under¬ 
stand, that your doing this will lead to your benefit and 
advantage. Be assured of our kindness. 

Note on the Reverse —“Copy kept”. 


No. 48 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, No date. Date of an Office 
Note as below, 18th August 1857 

To—The King 1 Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That Your Majesty has directed 
me to pay 200 rupees to be expended on repairs to the bridge, 
whereas already the daily hire of the labourer is paid eveiy 
evening. There is no necessity, accordingly, for the payment 
of this 200 rupees. There is no contract on account of the 


7. A small Taluqa in U.P. 
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bridge, that the money should be given. The salary of the 
labourers is distributed to them daily, and now, too, it will be 
paid every evening. It was necessary, and I have therefore 
submitted it. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign). Petition 
of the slave Mirza Zohur-ud-din. No date. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 
Mirza Moghal will make the necessary arrangements. 

Note on the Face —Received 18th August 1857. ‘'This is 
to be kept with the receipts”. 


No. 49 

Royal Missive under the seal engraved in the King’s 
Special Cypher, dated 20th August 1837 

To—Our Sons®, Wassih Ali Shah, Safi-ud-din Sultan 
Muhammad, Mirza Bahadur, Bakht Bahadur son of 
Mirza MuzafTar Bakht Bahadur, Mirza Taimur Shah, 
Sultan Husein, Mirza Safari Sultan Zain-ul-ab-din, 
Mirza Safi, Sultan, Safi-ud-din Wassih Muhammad 
Mirza, Safi Sultan Hyder Mirza, Safi Tehmanseb 
Mirza, Mirza Zia-ud-din Bakht, and Mirza Khurshed 
Kadr son of Mirza Usman Kadr. 

Learn ! That all the particulars of the ruinous hardships 
and distresses you, our Sons, have suffered in the province of 
Oudh, as embodied in your petition, have come fully to our 
Royal knowledge. In the wonderful changes now occurring, 
the will of God has come to pass. Nevertheless, hearing of 
these matters, fraught as they are with dangers, we have to 
some extent been grieved and concerned in mind. However, 
what the Great Almighty in His unbounded and universal 
mercy has willed, He has willed for the best, and that which 
may hereafter happen. Under all circumstances, preserve 
unanimity amongst yourselves, and stay in the quarter of 
Lucknow, called Aminabad; and pass your time in confi¬ 
dence of safety and protection from the present dangers. 
Please the ever-revered God ! the present calamities and 
confusion will now, with His divine help, speedily come to an 

8. Princes belonging to the ruling House of Oudb. 
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end. The appearances of order are already becoming mani¬ 
fest, and you will soon see reason for entire confidence reflec¬ 
ted in the mirror of your own minds. Continue to cherish 
perfect assurance. Be assured of our kindness. 


No. 50 

Petition of Pirbakhash Beg, Tinker, No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That your slave kept a tinker’s 
shop in the precincts of the Palace, at which the culinary 
vessels and other articles of the Royal household were tinned 
and that the Infantry Soldiers, having destroyed the forge, 
have taken possession of the house, and will not now be pre¬ 
vailed on to vacate it. Your slave, therefore, depends on your 
Majesty’s gracious favour and consideration, for the issue of an 
order to Mirza Moghal, to the effect that he take your slave 
with him, and have the shop vacated, in order that your slave 
may resume his occupation of tinning the Royal vessels. It 
was necessary, and I have therefore submitted it. (Prayers for 
the prosperity of the reign). Petition of the slave Pirbakhsh 
Beg, tinker, servant of the State. No date. 

Autograph order hy the King, in Pencil 

Mirza Moghal will have the matter settled agreeably to 
this petition. 


No. 51 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Translations having been made by one able to read 
English, it is ascertained that the three English papers found on 
Khabru, Sais,* who was brought in by some Cavalry men, are 
testimonials of good and satisfactory service, which have been 
given to him by the English. 

Two Certificates of good character, from Harriet-(the 

rest of the name, as written in the petition, is illegible) year 
1853. 


9. Care taker of horses. 
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One Certificate of good service from (name, as written in 
the petition, illegible) Lieutenant, in favour of tHe same 
Khabru, year 1856. 

Petition of the home-born slave Zohur-ud-din. 

No. 52 

Petition of the Shop-keepers of the Chatta, No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That a body of the Soldiery 
have established their residence immedi ately in the front of 
our shops, and we slaves are unable to open them in conse¬ 
quence. We pray, therefore, that in conformity with justice, 
orders may be issued to the Officers of the State, for the remo¬ 
val of these Soldiers from their present locality, or that, other¬ 
wise, the goods in the shops may be made over to us, in the 
presence of the servants of your Majesty’s Government, 
(Prayers for the prosperity of the reign). Petition of the slaves, 
the shopkeepers of the Chatta. 

Autograph order by the King, in Pencil 

Mirza Moghal will have their shops given to these shop¬ 
keepers. 


No. 53 

Petition of Ahmad Khan and Muhammad Khan 

No date 

To—The King ! Nourisher of the Poor ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That we slaves having built a 
house, with one open hall and one room, at our own personal 
expense outside the Fort, on ground the property of the State 
near Ellenborough Tank, for which we have paid ground 
rent, to your Majesty, for the last ten or twelve years, and had 
our residence there. Since yesterday, the Troopers of the 
Regiment of Cavalry, which left the Hayat Bakhsh Garden, 
and has come out of the Palace, have forcibly occupied your 
slave’s dwelling above referred to. We have, from antiquity, 
been your Majesty’s home-born slaves and servants, and we 
accordingly depend on your fostering consideration, for the 
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issue of a prohibition, against our being molested in the occu¬ 
pancy of our house. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign). 
Petition of the slaves, Ahmad Khan and Muhammad Khan, 
Mace-bearers, servants of the King. 

Autograph order by the King, in Pencil 

Mirza Moghal will issue orders that the Troopers were 
directed to encamp outside the City. They will accordingly 
now go out. If they require Marquees or Tents, they will be 
supplied with them. They must not oppress old residents. 
Let them indent on the Government for Tents and Marquees. 

Transcript of the King’s Order on the reverse in ink. 

Note on the Reverse —“A written order has been 
issued”. 


No. 54 

Petition of Bhutia, Land-holder of Farridabad. 

No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Your Majesty :—This slave is a land-holder of Farrida¬ 
bad, and is a Silvermith by caste. The matter he has to submit 
is that 50,000 rupees, more or less, belonging to the Govern¬ 
ment of the East India Company, are now present in the 
subordinate Revenue Office at Palwal. Some of the Ballabh- 
garh Rajah’s Officials went there, but the land-holders of the 
place would not allow them to take the money. Your slave, 
therefore, prays that 100 Horsemen and 50 Infantry may be 
sent with him, that he may bring it away, and pay it into the 
Royal Treasury. Your zealous slave is exerting himself solely 
that he may obtain a subsistence. It was necessary, and is 
submitted. Further on perusal of this petition let orders be 
issued, and, with the Cavalry and Infantry, let a means of con¬ 
veyance for your slave be also bestowed. Petition of Bhutia, 
land-holder of Farridabad. 

Autograph order by the King, in Pencil 

Mirza Moghal will speak to the Officers of the Army, and 
will immediately take steps to send for this Treasure. 
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No 55 

Petition of Nabi Khan. No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That it is manifest to Your 
Majesty, that justice is approved of, and lawless cruelty con¬ 
demned by the Creator of the Universe. I therefore pray, if in 
your Majesty’s estimation it is proper to do so, that you should 
tell the Officers of the Army, who request your permission to 
slay the ladies, children, and other prisoners, that agreeably to 
their prayers, you placed your hand on their heads, and joined 
them in the cause of the faith; but that in killing the piisoners 
in question, you will abandon the tenets of your religion. Tliat 
they must first obtain a Fatwa^° and a Bywasta’^ and that, if 
these shall sanction the slaughter, they can slay the prisoners 
alluded to; but that your Majesty will not give an order on the 
subject, contrary to the laws of the Prophet; and that if they do 
not approve of this, they may first wreak tlieir rage on your 
own Royal person, I trust that your Majesty’s orders, agree¬ 
ably to the suggestions above submitted, will be issued to the 
Officers of the Army in atone of decision. Considering it 
necessary I have laid the subject before your Royal presence. 
(Prayers for the prosperity of the reign). Petition of the slave, 
Nabi Bakhsh Khan, agent of His Highness Arsh Aramgah^^^ 
No date. 


No. 56 

Order under the seal of the King different from that 
in the Cypher. No date. 

SEAL 


The Father of Victory ! 

The Candle of Religion ! 
Muhammad Bahadur Shah, King, 
Defender of the Faith ! 


To—The Special Slave, worthy of kindness and favours, 

10. A legal decree in accordance with Islamic law. 

11. That is Vyavastha—a legal decree according to Hindu Shashtras. 

12. Posthumous title of the late king Akbar Shah. 
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The Lion of the State ! The honored of the Country ! 

Muhammad Abdul Rahman Khan Bahadur^®. 

The Tiger in battle : Receive our kindness and know : 
That owing to the occurence of many unpleasant circumstan¬ 
ces, and being unable in consequence of our advanced age, 
and debility of body to attend to the affairs of the Government 
and Countiy, we have now no desire left but to engage in such 
good works as are appiovable to God and mankind, and to 
spend the remainder of our life in the service and worship of 
God. It is therefore our fixed resolve in our present griefs 
and sorrows, shortly to go in the garb of an ascetic (pilgrim) 
First with all the members of the exalted house of Taimur, to 
the shrine of his reverence Kliwaja Kutb-ud-din, of eminent 
holiness, and arriving there, and making arrangements for all 
the necessaries of the journey, to proceed ihence to the holy 
tabernacles (Mecca and Medina), may God increase the vene¬ 
ration and respect in which they aie held ! for this perishable 
world alfoids no certain dependence. You, our slave, are 
therefore written to, to come quickly to our Royal presence, 
with those of your retainers and attached followers in whom 
you may have the fullest confidence in whatever way your 
doing so may be practicable, and accompanying us to she said 
shrine have all the property and chattels of the whole of the 
members of the Royal family conveyed thither in safety. 
Moreover, such cumbrous pi operty as the Princes will not at 
the present time be able to take with them, they will leave 
in their several residences in the Palace, and for the protection 
of this, in concert with the Royal servants, you will station 
some of your soldieis, and leaving also an adequate force for a 
few days at the said shrine, to protect our divine person till our 
departure for the holy house of God (Mecca) you will return 
to your fief (or freehold). In acting thus will secure our entire 
divine approval and pleasure, .and your fame will likewise 
spread through mankind, that you, the selected from amongst 
all well-wishers, have at a time like the present, from regard 
for old relations (of Sovereign and subject) rendered services 
such as none others of our oldest proteges had the grace (or 

13. Nawab Abdur Rebman Khan, ruler of Jhajjar, a state in Haryana. 
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virtue) to ajfiford. Accordingly, whatever haste you are able 
to make in this matter will be extremely proper and rfecessary. 
Be assured of our kindness. Secondly. There is no carriage 
whatever (procurable) here. Be sure, therefore, to bring 
400 or 500 Carts, and 500 or 600 Camels with you. No date. 

The prisoner complaining of faintness, the Court adjourns 
at 20 minutes to 2 P.M., until 11 A.M. tomorrow. 
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Third Day’s Proceedings 


Friday, January 29th, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this day at II A.M. in the Hall of 
Special Audience in the Palace at Delhi. The President, 
Members, Interpreter, and Deputy Judge Advocate General 
are all present. 

The Prisoner is brought into Court, and Ghulam Abbas 
attends as his assistant. 

The Interpreter now peruses in the original, Persian papers, 
the translation of which was read by the Judge Advocate yes¬ 
terday, viz., down to No. 56. 

Ghulam Abbas^ is now duly affirmed as a Witness. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Where were you on the morning of the 10th of 
May 1857, when the mutinous troops came from Meerut ? 

Answer — I was at the entrance of this very Hall of Special 
Audience. 

Question — Relate all that you witnessed on that occasion. 


1. The vakil of Bahadur Shah. 
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Answer —At about 8 o’clock in the morning, I heard of the 
arrival of five or six Troopers of the Company’s Caval/y, and 
of their being in front of the gilt dome over the King’s 
special sitting-room. They cried out clamorously, upon which 
the King told his immediate attendants to ascertain who were 
making such noise. One of them went to tiie balcony, and 
had some conversation with the Troopers, and then returned 
with his report to the King. I don’t know what report he 
made; but the King came out into the apartment adjoining the 
sitting-room above-mentioned, and called for me The King 
then told me that these Troopers said they had revolted and 
come from Meerut, resolved on fighting for their faith, and 
killing the Europeans, and directed me to go immediately to 
Captain Douglas”, tell him the matter, and request him to 
make suitable arrangements; the King at the same time direct¬ 
ed one of the household attendants to close the gate under the 
sittingroom. I went to Captain Douglas as orderd, and ex¬ 
plained my message. Captain Douglas immediately accom¬ 
panied me, saying he would see what the matter was He 
arrived at this Hall of Audience® and the King immediately 
came out and joined him; the King at this time was strong 
enough to walk about without other help than that of a stick. 
The King asked Captain Douglas if he knew what was the 
matter, and how it was that this force had come, and suggest- 
ted that he should at once take steps or make any arrange¬ 
ments that might be necessary for the occasion. Ahsan Ulla 
Khan and I were both present at this time. Captain Douglas 
requested that the gate under the King’s sitting-room might 
be opened, that he might go and speak to the Troopers. The 
King said that he would not allow him to do so, as they were 
murderers and might kill him also Captain Douglas again 
tried to persuade the King to have the gate opened, but the 
King would not consent, and laid hold of Captain Douglas’ 
hand, saying, “I won’t let you go”. Ahsan Ulla Khan at 
the same time took hold of Captain Douglas’ other hand 
saying, “if you want to see and speak to these men, you can 

2, The Officer-in-charge of the Palace Guards; killed by the rebels on II 
May 1857. 

3. Diwan-i-Am, Red Fort. 
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do both one and the other from the balcony”. Upon this, 
Captain Douglas came up to the railing between the King’s 
apartments and the Hall of Special Audience, overlooking the 
spot where the Troopers were collected. I accompanied 
Captain Douglas to the railing, and there perceived about 30 
or 40 of the Troopers bel w. Some had their swords drawn, 
others had pistols and carbines in their hands, more were 
coming fiom the direction of the Bridge, accompanied by men 
on foot, apparently grooms with bundles on their heads. 
Captain Douglas said to the Troopers “don’t come here, these 
are the private apartments of the ladies of the Palace, your 
standing opposite them is a disrespect to the King”. On this 
they gradually one by one went off in the direction of the 
Rajghat gate, and when they had all gone Captain Douglas 
went again to the King, who said, “have the gates of the 
Palace as well as those of the City closed immediately, lest 
these men should get in”. Captain Douglas assured the King 
that there was no cause to fear, that it was his duty to attend 
to the business, and that he would go and make arrangements 
immediately. On this, both the King and Captain Douglas 
went each to their own apartments, and I and Ahsan Ulla 
Khan, the Physician, came and sat down in this Hall of 
Special Audience. After remaining about half-an-hour, we both 
went to Ahsan Ulla Khan’s room in the Palace. We had been 
there about an hour went a servant of Captain Douglas came 
running with a message requiring the attendarrce of Ahsan 
Ullah Khan. At the request of the latter I went up with him. 
The man who had come for us said that Captain Douglas was 
in the key-room; but on nearing the place, we heard that he 
had gone back to his own quarters. It was at this time 1 
noticed there was a good deal of smoke rising from the direc¬ 
tion of the quarter of the City known as the Darya Ganj, and 
heard from some of the passqrs-by that it was caused by the 
Troopers having fired the bungalows. We thus went on to 
Captain Douglas’ quarters over the Lahore Gate of the Palace. 
On reaching his room I noticed that Captain Douglas was in 
the third apartment, and we met Mr. Simon Fraser in the 
intermediate one. Ahsan Ulla Khan went on to see Captain 
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Douglas, and I returned with Mr. Fraser* agreeably to his 
request, who directed me to go and ask the King for tVo guns 
and some of his Infantry to protect Captain Douglas’ residence. 
I and Mr. Fraser came down the stairs accompanied by 
another gentleman who was with him. Mr. Fraser had a 
sword sheathed in his hand, and the other gentleman, whose 
name I don’t know, had a pistol in one hand, and a gun in the 
other. Mr. Fraser desired me to go quickly; he was himself 
on his way to the King, but I preceded him. On my reaching 
the King’s apartments I sent word to him, when he came out 
of his sitting-room, and I explained to him Mr. Fraser’s re¬ 
quest. The King immediately gave orders to the men in 
attendance to take two guns and all the Troops that were 
present, with such of the Officers as could be found, to Captain 
Douglas’ quarters. At this time Ahsan Ulla Khan arrived and 
told the King that Captain Douglas had requested that two 
palanquins might be sent for the two ladies that were staying 
with him, and that they might be brought away and concealed 
in the apartments of the ladies of the Palace. The King told 
Ahsan Ulla Khan to make arrangements, and he instructed 
the servants in attendance to take two palanquins with the 
proper complement of bearers, and carry them, not by the 
direct way but round by the Garden, so as to avoid the crowd 
of mutinous Troops who had by this time got into the Palace* 
The King, while these orders were being given, stood inside 
urging their completion, Ahsan Ulla Khan standing by him. 
After a short time, one of the servants who had gone for the 
palkees returned and reported that they had been sent and 
very soon after, the attendant who had been sent with the 
palkees returned and said that Mr. Fraser had been killed. 
This was shortly before 10 o’clock. Ahsan Ulla Khan on this 
sent other men to see if the report was correct, and to get 
particulars of what was occuring, and to ascertain how and 
where Captain Douglas was. These men came back very 
soon after, and stated that not only Mr. Fraser, but Captain 
Douglas and the ladies and the other Europeans residing with 
them had all been killed. Hearing this, the King went inside, 
and Ahsan Ulla Khan and I came into the Hall of Special 

4. Magistrate at Delhi; killed by the rebels on 11 May 1857. 
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Audience in perfect bewilderment as to what should be done. 
Immediately after this two Companies of Infantry which were 
on guard at the Palace Gates, followed by the mutinous 
Cavalry that had come from Meerut, marched into the Court¬ 
yard of the Hall of Special Audience, and commenced firing 
their muskets, carbines and pistols in the air, at the same time 
making a great clamour. The King hearing the noise came 
out, and standing at the door of the Hall of Special Audience, 
told his immediate attendants to direct the troops to disconti¬ 
nue the noise they were making and to call the Native Officers 
forward, that they might explain the object of such proceed¬ 
ings. On this the noise was quelled and the Officers of the 
Cavalry came forward mounted as they were, and explained 
that they had been required to bite cartridges, the use of 
which deprive both Hindus and Mohamedans of their religion, 
as the cartridges were greased with beef and pork fat, that 
they, accordingly killed the Europeans at Meerut, and had 
come to claim his protection. The King replied “I did not 
call for you, you have acted very wickedly”. On this about 
one or two hundred of the mutinous Infantry, from Meerut 
having also arrived by this time, ascended the steps and came 
into the Hall, saying, ‘^that unless you the King join us, we are 
all dead men, and we must in that case just do what we can 
for ourselves”. The King then seated himself in a chair, and 
the Soldiery, Officers and all, came forward one by one, 
bowed their heads before him, asking him to place his hand on 
them. The King did so, and each withdrew saying just what 
came into his mind. When the crowd became excessive I 
retired. The tumult and noise at this time was very great, all 
speaking loudly together. After a little while the King went 
to his own apartments, and the Troopers picketing their horses 
in the Court-yard, the mutinous Troops took up their quarters 
and spread their bedding in the Hall of Audience and placed 
guards all about the Palace. After this I went to Hakim Ahsan 
Ulla Khan’s rooms and lay down. About 4, or it may have 
been after 4 o’clock, in the evening, I heard the report of a 
great explosion, and on going out observed a great column of 
dust in the direction of the Magazine. The people about at 
the time said that the Mutineers had attacked the Magazine; 
but I afterwards learnt that the British Officers in the place 
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had blown it up. About 5 o’clock 1 heard that the Mutineers 
had seized some Europeans, men, women, and childrefi, to the 
number of about seven or eight, and that they had applied to 
the King for permission to kill them; but that the King had 
asked the Sepoys to give their prisoners over to him and that 
he would have them kept in safe custody. They accordingly 
made them over on the condition that the guards should be 
fusnished from among themselves. Upon this the King had 
them confined in some apartment, and issued orders that their 
food should be regularly supplied at his expense. After sunset 
I was intending to go to my house in the City, when on 
reaching the Court-yard of the Hall of Public Audience I 
found a great concourse of Troops there also, and learnt that 
they were from the Delhi Regiments. After this I mounted 
my horse and went home. On coming to the Palace next 
morning, I learnt that the guns, the reports of which I had 
heard at 10 or 11 o’clock the night before, had been fired by 
the Delhi Native Battery as a salute to the King. I can’t say 
whether it was on his assuming the reins of Government or 
any other cause. I then came on to the Hall of Special 
Audience, where I met Ahsan Ulla Khan, whom I asked if the 
King had decided on any measure to put down the distur¬ 
bance. He told me that the King had despatched a letter on 
the subject by camel express to the Lieutenant-Governor at 
Agra, and about fifteen days after I again asked him if any 
answer had been received. He said that the camel rider had 
returned without a receipt or reply, but said he had delivered 
the letter, and was told a reply would be sent afterwards. 
After the occurrence of the first day I discontinued may regu¬ 
lar attendance at the Palace, coming only occasionally once in 
three or four days, and even on those occasions I merely paid 
my respects to the King and then went away and accordingly 
can’t speak to after events. 

Question —Did you hear who had murdered Mr. Fraser ? 
Whs is done by servants of the King, or by whom ? 

Answer —At the time, it was said the Soldiers had arisen, 
and Mr. Fraser had been killed in the riot; but subsequently 1 
heard that he had been cut down by a man who was a lapi¬ 
dary by trade, and had a shop in the Bazar immediately under 
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Captain Douglas’ residence. I am unable to say what the 
man’s name was, or where he is now. 

Qjiestiori —When the King put his hand on the heads of the 
Native Officers and Soldiers, what was the meaning of his 
doing so ? Was it in acceptance of their services ? 

Answer —It was equivalent to an acceptance of their alle¬ 
giance and services; but I cannot say what the King’s inten¬ 
tions were at the time. 

Question —When was it that the King’s authority was publi¬ 
cly proclaimed in Delhi, or when was it that it was generally 
known that he had assumed the reins of Government here ? 

Answer —I do not know of any regular proclamation having 
been made, through such may have been done without my 
hearing of it; but the very day of the outbreak the King’s 
authority was established. 

Qjiestion —Was it on this account that the guns were fired, 
as a salute to him ? 

Answer —I don’t know, all I heard was that the Artillery 
men fired it, as a salute on the occasion of their coming under 
the King^s rule. 

Question —You know how many guns were fired on this 
occasion ? 

Answer —The usual Royal salute I think, about 21 guns. 

Question —On what day did the King hold his first public 
Court ? 

Answer —He commenced holding his Court daily from the 
very day of the outbreak; the audience he gave the Troopers 
may be considered as the first Court he held. 

Question —Prior to the outbreak, had you been a frequent 
inmate and associate of the King and his family ? 

Answer—1 used to come to the Palace daily, and inter¬ 
change of all communications between the Agent of the 
Lieutenant-Governor and the King was carried on by me. I 
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was a servant of the King’s, but had been appointed through 
the influence of the late Sir Theophilus Metcalfe®. 

Qiiestion —Had you any opportunities of knowing of what 
passed in the Palace, or the general subjects of conversation 
that were indulged in prior to the outbreak ? 

Answer —I had such opportunities; but I never heard any¬ 
thing in particular. 

Qiiestion —Were you so much in the confidence of the King, 
or of those about him, as to be likely to be entrusted with any 
secrets or measures that they might wish to conceal from the 
British Government ? 

Answer —I was not among those who would be likely to be 
consulted, or informed of such matters; but Ahsan Ulla Khan 
and Khwaja Mahbubali Khan® were more likely to be 
entrusted. 

The Court at 4 o’clock adjourns till 11 A.M. tomorrow. 


5. Judge-Advocate, Delhi. 

6. Wazir of Bahadur Shah. 
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Fourth Day’s Proceedings 


Saturday, January 30th, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this day at 11 A.M. in the Hall of 
Special Audience in the Palace of Delhi The President, 
Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge Advocate General 
are all present. 

The Prisoner is brought into Court. 

Ghulam Abbas, the Witness is re-called, and examined on 
his former affirmation. 

Examination by Judge Advocate — (continued). 

Question —Had you before the outbreak any opportunities of 
becoming acquainted with the Prisoner’s handwriting ? 

Answer —Yes, I used frequently to see his writing, and 
should be able to recognize it. 

Question —In the papers submitted to the Court, and which 
purport to bear the Autograph writing of the Prisoner, and his 
Seal, have you any reason to object on account of their not 
being genuine ? 

Answer —The generality of the papers bear the writing of 
the King; there may perhaps be a doubt about one or two. 
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Question —Were you present when any women and children 
of European descent were murdered in the Palace ? 

Answer —No, I was not in the Palace; but I heard after¬ 
wards that some had been murdered. 

Question —Do you know by whom they were so murdered ? 
Was it by the Soldiery or by the Prisoner’s own servants ? 

Answer —I can’t speak positively on the subject; but when 
I came into the Palace two or three days after, I asked Ahsan 
Ulla Khan why he did not use his influence to stop the 
slaughter. He said, he did all he could; but the Mutineers 
would not be restrained. 

Question —Did Ahsan Ulla Khan give you to understand 
that he was present on the occasion ? 

Answer —No, he didn’t distinctly mention whether he was 
present or not. 

Question —How many Europeans were murdered on that 
occasion ? 

Answer —I did not know the number before, and it is just 
possible that I may have heard it, and may have forgotten; but 
I now learn, that is within the last ten or fifteen days, that the 
number was about 50, including women and children. 

Question —Were these women and children murdered with 
the Prisoner’s consent ? 

Answer —I have no further knowledge on the subject 
beyond what I heard from Ahsan Ulla Khan, who said that 
the King had prohibited the slaughter, but unavailingly 

Question —Do you know whether a diary of events was kept 
during the rebellion by any of the King’s Servants, and if so, 
who wrote it ? 

Answer —I do not know whether one was kept or not; one 
was kept before the outbreak. 

Question —Was Mirza Moghal, the King’s son, appointed 
the Gommander-in-Chief of the Rebel Army in Delhi, and if 
so by whom and when ? ' 

Answer —Mirza Moghal was certainly appointed Gomman- 
der-in-Chief of the Army, and it was generally said that he 
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had been appointed by the King in compliance with the 
request of the Army. 

Question —Previous to the outbreak, had you ever heard of 
any discontent in the Native Army ? 

Answer —Yes, I did hear that in Calcutta two Regiments 
had mutinied in consequence of having to use greased cartri¬ 
dges, and that they had been disbanded. 

Question —Before the outbreak at Delhi, did you hear that 
the Regiments at this Station were in any way dissatisfied ? 

Answer —No. 


Examined by Court 

Question —Did you at any time after the murder of the 
Europeans, see either bodies, blood, or other traces of such 
murders having been committed ? 

Answer —I saw nothing of the kind. 

Question —Do you know the spot where these women and 
children were murdered ? 

Answer —I heard they were murdered in the first Court¬ 
yard, as you enter the Palace from the Lahore Gate, near the 
Cistern; people about the place mentioned this, but did not 
point out the exact spot. 

Qiiestion —Do you know what became of the bodies ? 

Answer —I don’t know how they were eventually disposed 
of; but I heard they were removed in carts. 

Re-examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Do you know whether these women and children 
were imprisoned before being murdered, and if so, where ? 

Answer —I heard they were imprisoned, and were kept 
confined in the King’s kitchen, *or in an apartment adjoining. 

Question —How many days were they confined ? 

Answer— fshowi a week or ten days. 

Question —Who kept the Prisoner’s State seals during the 
rebellion ? 
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Answer—They used to remain in the Prisoner’s private 
apartments. 

Question —Was the use of them entirely under the control 
of the prisoner ? 

Answer —The seals were never affixed, but with the King’s 
authority. 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

The Witness resumes his seat as assistant to the Prisoner. 

The following papers in Persian, under the head Miscella¬ 
neous, frona Nos. 57 to 78, having been fully established as 
genuine before the Court on the trial of the Rajah of Ballabh- 
garh are now received without further evidence regarding 
them, and the translations are read :— 

The papers in the original Persian are also read to the 
Prisoner, and entered as follows : 

Papers arranged under the head of Miscellaneous. 

No. 57 

Order from the King, under the State seal. No date 

To—The Special Slave, worthy of favour and kindness, 
Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur.^ 

Know ! That we have heard that you have appointed a 
Police Officer, of your own, to Bhadrapur; one, however, by 
name Nazir-ud-din Khnn, already stands appointed by the 
Government, and he is now present in Arab Serai. You, our 
slave, will therefore, according to the dictates of your own 
devotion, dismiss the man you have nominated. 


No 58 

Petition of Rajah Nahar Sing, of BaDabhgarh, 

No date 

To—The King, Shelter of the World 1 Dispenser of Justice ! 
&c. 

1, Jat Raja of Ballabhgarh, asmall principality in the vicinity of Delhi. The 
Raja played a double game during the Uprising aHd was punished by 
banging by the British in January 1858. 
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Respectfully Sheweth :—That, as the state of the road 
to Delhi was very unsettled your slave has, according to Your 
Majesty’s orders, been engaged, night and day, in instituting 
the most efficient arrangements. Still, however, the lawless 
inhabitants of the Village of Pali, which adjoins the Ballabh* 
garh boundary, and which, during the Foujdaree was attached 
to this State, have broken out into reckless violence; and have 
so taken to highway robbery and plunder, that the whole 
population is in great distress in consequence, notwithstanding 
that I, your slave, am bringing them into order little by little, 
yet still I cannot venture to act, to any full extent, without 
Your Majesty’s orders. If your Royal permission is granted, 
such efficient arrangements will be adopted, that these mis¬ 
creants and rebels of the said village, will not have the daring 
to continue in their present practices, and the arrangements 
along the road, from Ballabhgarh to Delhi, will be perfected. 
Further, I have heard from some persons who had requests 
to make to me, that it has been represented to Your Majesty, 
that the Chief of Ballabhgarh has secreted two Englishmen, 
with their wives and children. God is witness that this is 
entirely a false and unfounded calumny. How could your 
slave dare to commit an act of the kind, without Your 
Majesty's wishes and orders ! A native, however, who was 
formerly a Chiistian, had been twelve years in my service; but 
I put even him away, fearing Your Majesty’s displeasure. 
This man has now discarded Christianity and embraced the 
Mahomedan religion, and he is accordingly deserving of mercy 
and foregiveness. If Your Majesty permits it, I shall have 
him recalled. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) 
Petition of the ancient slave and servant, Nahar Singh, Chief 
of Ballabhgarh. Seal of Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur. 


No. 59 

Petition of Naliar Singh, Chief of Ballabhgarh. 

No date 

To—The King, Lord of Mankind, Shelter of the World, 
&c.! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That Your Majesty’s order, 
directing my attendance at the Court as of old to superintend 
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and direct the Police arrangements of the City of Delhi aad 
its environs, accompanied by a second order to give my 
attention to the protection of the road, and to use measures 
for the safety of travellers, supplies, &c., has been received. I 
declare it solemnly as the truth, that considering myself 
exceedingly honoured and exalted in receiving these oiders, 
I offered ray thanksgivings, with humble prostrations, in the 
house of God. May He condescend to accept my midnight 
prayers and for ever preserve Your Majesty in prosperity and 
good fortune. 

My Lord ! Although by the influence of your Royal aus¬ 
pices, the most complete tranquillity exists in this your slave’s 
territory, for that I am night and day engaged making 
arrangements, and maintaining order, still some refractory and 
turbulent characters, inhabitants of the village of Pali, which 
adjoins the Ballabhgarh boundary, and the rebels and reckless 
characters of the town of Palwal likewise, which also is near 
the boundary, have become so insurreclionai y, and have so 
entirely adopted a course of highway robbery and plunder, 
that how shall I describe it ? Although, from certain pruden¬ 
tial considerations of my own, as well as on the request of the 
Revenue and Police Oflitcis, and legistrars of landed proprie¬ 
tary rights of the said town, I have made arrangements to 
some extent, by atferding them the aid of some Cavalry and 
Infantry; but, without Your Majesty’s orders, I do not wish 
to interfere to the degree which is necessary and desirable. I 
have enlisted new horse and foot levies for the efficient pro¬ 
tection of the high road from Ballabhgarh to Delhi, and am 
night and day occupied in airangements to maintain order. I 
am your ancient and hereditary slave, and as I may be order¬ 
ed, so will I act, God willing ! I shall shortly realize the 
honour of presenting myself before Your Majesty, after 
efficient arrangements and tranquillity shall have been esta¬ 
blished, for certainly, the estisting state of things iS disgraceful, 
and involves the dread of the Royal displeasure. It was 
necessary; and I have therefore submitted it. (Prayers for the 
prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the home-born slave, 
Nahar Singh, Chief of Ballabhgarh. Seal of Rt^ah Niahar 
Singh Bahadur. 
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No. 60 

Petition of Ahmad Ali, confidential Agent of the Rajah 
of Ballabhgarh. No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That on his departure from this, 
some time ago, agreeably to Your Majesty’s orders, to attend 
lo the arrangements in his territory, the Rajah left certain 
necessary articles here, such as clothes, etc , which he has now 
sent for. I pray, therefore, that a passport may be granted, to 
the effect that the carts coming from Ballabhgarh are not to be 
molested by any one, and that when the things are being sent, 
the Soldiers at the Delhi Gate are not to oppose any hind¬ 
rance, (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of 
the menial slave, Ahmad Ali, confidential Agent of the Rajah 
of Ballabhgarh. Seal of Ahmad Ali. 

Mirza Moghal will have the pass made out and given. 


No. 61 

petition of the Rajah of Ballabhgarh, dated 20th May 

1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That previously to this I have 
submitted several petitions, but have not been honoured with 
a reply to even one. I now again submit that the refractory 
inhabitants of the village of Pali, etc., have taken to committ¬ 
ing highway robbery and plunder in all directions, and are 
grievously oppressing the populace and subjects. Although I 
have brought the said village, little by little, into some order, I 
cannot nevertheless without Your Majesty’s orders, presume to 
act with confidence in any matter. I am engaged, night and 
day, raising new Cavalry .and Infantry levies. Besides this, my 
health is frequently affected by the adverse state of the weather. 
Setting this aside, however, I shall make efficient arrangements 
and provision against all the refractory and rebellious 
characters of this District; and will then present myself at Your 
Majesty’s Court. I have sent Kalandar Khan, Risaldar, to the 
Royal presence, with some Cavalry and Infantry, agreeably 
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to Your Majesty’s orders; as he is directed so he will act. 
Petition of the hereditary slave, Rajah Nahar Singh, Chief of 
Ballabhgarh. Seal of Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur. 


No. 62 

Petition of the Rajah of Ballabhgarh, dated 21st May 

1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That by Your Majesty’s order, 
the protection of the high road to Delhi, and the arrangements 
of the Police Station of Bhadrapur, had been assigned to your 
devoted petitioner. Nevertheless, since another Police Officer 
has been appointed by Your Majesty, I have, agreeably to 
your orders, dismissed the whole of the Establishment of the 
said Police Station, and have installed Your Majesty’s nominee. 
I had despatched Kalandar Bakhsh Khan, Risaldar, with some 
Cavalry and Infantry, agreeably to Your Majesty’s orders, to 
assist in the arrangements; but when they arrived at the gates 
of Delhi, they were prevented entering the City; and the 
Guards told them that they should first give up their arms. 
Your Majesty knows, that a Soldier’s arms are his decorations 
and adornment, and his remaining in attendance without them 
would be improper, as inconsistent with the profession of 
Soldiery. They therefore returned, and have temporarily taken 
up their residence in the Old Fort. Let an order, therefore, be 
issued, that these men may come before your Royal presence; 
and devoting their lives, may zealously engage in all necessary 
and becoming services. I, who am your ancient servant, 
consider that obeying your commands advances my dignity, 

I learn from the Clerk of the Bhadrapur Police Office, and 
submit the same for your information, that the Police Officer 
appointed by Your Majesty has arrived. (Prayers for the 
prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the slave and ancient 
servant, Nahar Singh Bahadur, Chief of Ballabhgarhf*^ Seal of 
Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur. 
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No. 63 

Petition of the Rajah of Ballabhgarh, dated 22nd May 

1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That Your Majesty’s orders, 
with which your slave has been honoured, whether as regards 
the arrangements for the protection of the highroad from 
Ballabhgarh to Bhadrapur, and thence on to the Delhi Gate, 
or in the village of Pali, and towns of Palwal and Fattehpur, 
and other places, have, by the blessing of God, and Your 
Majesty’s auspices, been effectually carried out, and Police and 
Revenue Officers have everywhere been established. The 
efficiency of your slave’s measures and arrangements have 
become generally known, in so much that it must have come 
to Your Majesty’s hearing also. Adoration of the World ! Some 
thoughtless characters, enemies and rebels against this State, 
who have absconded after committing every injury in their 
power, and who are now amongst those who present them¬ 
selves at the Royal Court, are not pleased at hearing of the 
success of the above arrangements, and desire that disrepute 
should be made to attach to my good name and exertions; and 
they even instigate the regular Infantry Soldiers, stationed at 
the City Gates, against me and my servants, I fully believe it 
probable that, in their stupidity, they may even to Your 
Majesty, utter sentiments prejudicial to your hereditary slaves, 
but let not their allegation ever be believed; for formerly too it 
was their practice, from feelings of enmity, to speak dispara¬ 
gingly of your slave; and then too their calumnies used not to 
be heeded in the least. I pray, therefore, that from a regard 
for proper arrangements. Your Majesty will, with due conside¬ 
ration, peremptorily order the Regular Infantry Soldiers at the 
Gates not in any way to object to, disagree with, or hinder the 
servants of the Ballabhgarh State in any matter whatsoever, 
otherwise detriment to the arrangements will ensue—to 
arrangements which have been made for the protection of 
your subjects, solely in conformity with Your Majesty’s orders. 
Further, Your Majesty is master, and I am your old servant. 
In carrying out Your Majesty’s orders, I wish that nothing 
like the least deficiency should occur; and accordingly, the 
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enlistment of Cavalry and Infantry to be employed in keeping 
order, is going on. In a short time hence, I shall send some 
more Cavalry and Infantry for the Police and oilier general 
arrangements. Your slave is under all cii cumstances devoted 
in heart and soul. Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) 
Petition of the ancient slave and servant, Nahar Singh 
Bahadur, Chief of Ballabhgarh. Seal of Rajah Nahar Singh 
Bahadur. 


No. 64 

Petition of the Rajah of Ballabhgarh, dated 24th May 

1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That I have had the very great 
honour to receive Your Majesty’s letter, intimating the issue 
of orders to the Guards at the Gates, prohibiting their interfe¬ 
rence with the servants of the Ballabhgarh State; granting my 
Cavalry and Infantry permission to encamp under the Palace 
>vindow; and, at the same time, with your wonted kindness^ 
directing my attendance at the Royal Court. For the very 
great honour conferred on me l)y this order, I made my offer¬ 
ing of thanks in humble prostrations before God, May Gqd 
ever preserve Your Majesty in the enjoyment of every 
bles:ing. 

Adoration of the World ! I, your devoted slave, consider 
obeying your orders, my happiness. But, owing to the necessity 
for arrangements, to put down the rebellions characters of the 
Village of Pali, &c., I have been helpless and unable to appear 
at the Royal presence. But, please God ! I shall have much 
happiness in doing so, after the disturbers of the peace of the 
surrounding Country shall have been effectually brought into 
subjection. My Lord ! This is Sunday, and according to my 
usual custom, I went to take an airing in the Dilkhusha garden. 
While I was there, the new moon of the festival of the Eed 
appeared, and was about the same time distinctly seen by all 
the residents of this place. From regard for my obligations, as 
your home-born slave, I offer my wishes that this |;ood news, 
full of promise, namely, the festival of the Eed, which is an 
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occassion for rejoicing, may be the forerunner of good fortunft 
and happiness to Your Majesty. (Prayers for the etet nal pros¬ 
perity of the reign.) Petition of the slave and servant, Nahat* 
Singli, Chief of Ballabhgarh, Seal of Rajah Nahar Singh 
Bahadur. 


No. 65 

Petition of the Rajah of Ballabhgarh, dated 25th May 

1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

RitsPECrFULt^Y Sheweth, —That I yesterday submitted 
petition, connected with the state of affairs, from which every 
particular must have come to Your Majesty’s knowledge. By 
God’s blessing, and Your Majesty’s good fortune, the arrange¬ 
ments, up to the Delhi Gate, and in the country around thi.s 
District, are now perfect. It is necessary, in my (opinion, how¬ 
ever, to place one Police Officer of the lower grade, and ten 
soldiers, at the Hanuman Station, and one Police Officer and 
twenty-five Soldiers, at Mahrowali. After ihioughyour 

Royal prestige, tlie arraiigetnenfs will hr thoioughly ccmplete. 
If Your Majesty is pleased to issue o;dMsio(lntC eflect, the 
proposed arrangements shall be made for both places. (Prayers 
for the eternal prosperity of tire reign.) Petition of the home- 
born slave Nahar Singh, Chief of Ballabhga'li. Seal of Rajah 
Nahar Singh Bahadur. 


No. 66 

Petition of the Rajah of Baliabhgarb, dated 27th May 

1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That I have had the very great 
honour of receiving YoUr Majesty’s order, directing the supp¬ 
ression and prevention of the crimes of murder and pillage; 
and my sending 20 horsemen to the Police Stations of Mundka 
and Shahdari, to preserve order and arrangements thete. 
Feeling myself highly honoured and distinguished I have offer¬ 
ed up my thanks in humble prostrations before God. Adoration 
of the World ! I shall speedily make arrangements to despatch 
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the horsemen, as I am ordered by Your Majesty; but, in the 
meantime, some of my servants are being sent to look after the 
place, agreeably to Your Majesty’s orders. I am unceasingly 
engaged in arrangements and plans for the prevention of crime; 
but now the ill-conducted and refactory Goojurs, Me wattes, 
and other castes liave discovered a more determined spirit of 
violence, and are daily resolved on making a sudden attack on 
the town of Farridabad and even on Ballabhgarh itself. But as 
the blessing of God, and the influence of Your Majesty’s pre¬ 
stige, are both in my favour, I shall certainly make effectual 
arrangements, and will then shortly realize the honour of wait¬ 
ing on Your Majesty, for this is my earnest desire. (Prayers 
for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the home-born 
slave, Nahar Singh, Chief of Ballabhgarh. Seal of Rajah Nahar 
Singh Bahadur. 


No. 67 

Petition of the Rajah of Ballabhgarh, dated 30th May 

1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That some days have now elap¬ 
sed, that I have not been made acquainted with the conti¬ 
nuance of Your Majesty’s good health, and I have been 
anxious in consequence. May God preserve you in prosperity 
and happiness. From Your Majesty’s order to the address of 
Moulvi Ahmad Ali, I have today learned the circumstances of 
the plunder of the carts at Bhadrapur. I have accordingly, in 
conformity with Your Majesty’s commands, issued stringent 
injunctions to the Police Officer at Bhadrapur to search for and 
trace out the property and the offenders. Please God the 
matter will be thoroughly investigated. I have just now sent off 
20 more horsemen to Your Majesty, to be employed in main¬ 
taining order. I mention this for your information. (Prayers 
for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the home-born 
slave, Nahar Singh, Chief of Ballabhgarh. Seal of Rajah Nahar 
Singh Bahadur. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

The contents of this petition have been learned. This slave 
is our well wisher. 
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No. 68 

Petition of the Rajah of Ballabhgarh, dated 28th May 

1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Shewrih, —That I yesterday sent an answer 
to Yonr Majesty’s missive, and it must have come under your 
perusal. Through God’s blessing, and Your Majesty’s auspices, 
there is complete tranquillity in every respect throughout this 
District today. I send 5 Goldmohurs as a congratulatory offer¬ 
ing on account of the festival of the Eed-ul-Fitr. As a mark of 
favour and regard for your horne-born slave, let this offering be 
accepted. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition 
of the home-born slave Nahar Singh, Chief of Ballabhgarh. 
Seal of Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil (illegible) 


No. 69 

Petition of the Rajah of Ballabhgarh, dated 31st July 

1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That Your Majesty is fully 
aware how entirely my foimer Official had the most complete 
authority in every matter, and how unreservedly every business 
was confided to their care. These men, in their short-sighted 
cupidity, embezzled and made away with property worth lacs 
of rupees. When the secret of their misconduct became dis¬ 
closed, and I took steps to compel them to render their 
accounts, and to make restitution for the deficiencies, they one 
and all, upon one plea or another, went off to Delhi, where 
they are now residing in their respective homes. So little do 
they dread being brought to account by Your Majesty’s 
Officers, that they have prepared themselves for further acts of 
ingratitude, and use their worst endeavours to the prejudice 
and injury of all cases connected with this State, which happen 
to come before Your Majesty’s Government. Thus, for ins¬ 
tance, Your Majesty having been more than ever graciously 
disposed towards this slave, these men have succeeded, by 
their false and unfounded representations, in making me the 
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object of your aversion and anger; for they have mafde you 
believe that, while I am professedly a servant of the State, in 
heart I am a friend to the English, that I am collecting stores 
of lead and powder with traitorous designs; and that I have 
closed the high road to all travellers and traffic. So completely 
have Your Majesty’s feelings of gracious kindliness been 
changed for those of anger, displeasure and resentment, that 
Ahmad Ali, who was the trusted Agent of your distrusted slave, 
and who remained in attendance at your Royal Court, feeling 
himself in utter disgrace, has come away to this place, at the 
same time that Kalaridar Bakhsh Khan, Risaldar, who had 
been in attendance according to Your Majesty’s own orders, 
has received his dismissal. Your exalted highness, all that my 
enemies have alleged, adverse to my interests, are lies which 
must in the end fail of their object. They trust by such con¬ 
duct as they have been pursuing, to impress Your Majesty with 
a firm belief of their own zeal and devotion, hoping, by this 
means, to secure immunity from all question or enquiry on the 
part of the Officers of Your Majesty’s Government, and the 
quiet and unmolested enjoyment of the immense riches they 
have amassed by their frauds against this State. My ancestors 

and I have ever been the ancient and hei editary devoted slaves 
and servants of this exalted dynasty, and have never enter¬ 
tained an idea of disloyalty against you, who dispense man¬ 
dates to the six cardinal points^ and the seven kingdoms of the 
world. For unalloyed gratitude and fidelity, I am as silver 
which has been thoroughly tried If you test me a hundred 
times, I shall not fail in the test. The proof of this profession 
and statement is this. Before the present disturbances I was 
staying at Delhi on some business. If I did not cherish the 
most heart-felt devotion and fidelity for Your Majesty even 
then how was it that I made proposals through the Superinten¬ 
dent, Mir Fatteh Ali Sahib, that I might be allowed the 
honour of an interview ? If the obligations of fidelity and 
loyality were not impressed in their brightest colours on the 
tablet of my heart, how was it then that this secret and long- 
cherished wish should have been disclosed, and should have 
received expression in words ? Let my enemies d^i what they 

2. That is, East, West, North, South, Zenith and Nadir. 
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please. I your ancient slave, shall still, under all circumstan¬ 
ces, continue your devoted well-wisher. 


"My eyes will not take the impression of any face but yours, 
"My mirror will not reflect the contenance of a stranger”. 

Moreover, although I your ancient slave, profess the 
Hind oo religion, having observed the conduct and behaviour 
of those who say that God above is supreme, I have remained 
in subjection to the guidance of the leaders of the Mahomedan 
faith, in so much that, although from the first existence of the 
town, there had been no Mahomedan Mosque, either in the 
Fort, or outside in the market, I have caused a lofty one, for 
congregational prayers, built of stone, to be erected within the 
Fort itself. I have, moreover, had an Eedgah, a place set 
apart exclusively for prayers at the festival of the Eed, built 
near my garden called the Dilkhusha, to encourage and conci¬ 
liate the Mahomedans. I your ancient and eternal will- 
wisher, have ever desiied that the Mahomedan faith should be 
extensively proclaimed. Your Majesty ! let your displeasure 
now be changed for feelings of graciousness, and let me, who 
am an expectant of your kindness, be as before, regarded anew 
with eyes of favour and benevolence, and let not Your 
Majesty give credence to the false allegations and absurd state¬ 
ments of my enemies and adversaries— 

"Be watchful against your associate in position, 

"For water, though pure by, nature, is the rival of the mirror”. 

Moreover, in your unbounded favour and graciousness, let 
orders be issued to the servants of Your Majesty’s Government, 
to seize the above enemies and inimical characters, and to make 
them over to me, so that their villainies may come to an end, 
and the cloud of Your Majesty’s displeasure and anger may be 
dispelled; and that I may bring them to an account for my 
losses, amounting to lacs of rupees As regards the petition 
presented to the Lord Saheb Bahadur by Rustam Ali, a resi¬ 
dent of Kuraoli, that Gaindah and others, eleven persons, were 
taking two carts laden with wheat and wheat-meal, as supplies 
to Delhi, and that the Rajah’s Police Officer seized and sent 
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them to Ballabhgarh, where the freight of the carts con^ 
fiscated, I urge that the statements of the petitioner are altO" 
gether false, and contrary to facts. The true features of this 
business, without reserve or exaggeration, are ; Gaindah, who 
is a leader of ill-conducted characters and highway robbers, 
had, in the first instance, accompanied by some desperados, 
residents of his own village, plundered the village of Nuglee, 
in the Bhadrapur jurisdiction, and conveyed the booty to his 
own and adjoining villages. Subsequently, bent on plunder, 
they made a raid on the village of Mugrowlee, in the Ballabh¬ 
garh jurisdiction. By the merest chance, the Police and 
Revenue Officers of Farridabad happened in their patrolling 
excursion to come to the Magrowli boundary, and saw what 
was going on, when these plunderers and highway robbers 
immediately consulted their safety in flight; but the Revenue 
Officer acting with decision and promptitude, seized some of 
the miscreants, and haring pinioned their arms forwarded 
them to the Criminal Court of this place. The file of papers 

compiled in this case is forthcoming. If, in proof of what is 
here stated, it be so ordered, the original, or a copy, as may be 
required, shall be submitted for Your Majesty’s inspection, 
when you will be thoroughly informed of all facts. The case 
of the Buggy and Nabi Bakhsh Merchant is similar. The 
particulars of this matter are, that my servants had purchased 
the Buggy, which has been attached from a Brahman Subadar 
of the 11th Regiment of Native Infantry, and Nabi Bakhsh, 
Merchant, was proceeding in it to Ballabhgarh. So pray Your 
Majesty ! certainly inquire into this case. As one or two 
English letters were found in the Buggy, I solemnly swear by 
God, that I, or my servants, have no knowledge of them what¬ 
ever, as to who is the writer, who the addressed, or what their 
purport. In accordingly appears evident that some enemy of 
this State has had these letters written surreptitiously, by some 
one acquainted with English, and has had them concealed in 
the Buggy. Let Your Majesty certify yourself of the truth of 
all that is here submitted, by the testimony of the priests, at 
the shrine of Muhammad Shah Nizam-ud-Din, May he ever 
be blessed. I beg I may be honoured with a favourable reply 
to this petition. Prayers for the prosperity of the reign. Peti- 
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tion of the slave, Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur, Chief of 
Ballabbgarh, Seal of Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur. 


No. 70 

Petition of the Rajah of Ballabhgarh, dated 5th August 

1857 

To—The King ! &c., &c. 

[After a long preamble of the most fulsome and unmeaning 
compliments.] 

Respectfully Sheweth ! That blessed and happy is the 
lot of those who enjoy the bliss of remaining in Your Majesty’s 
presence. Although I have not been able to realize this happi¬ 
ness, and am still actually at a distance, but, with a hundred 
solemn assurances of my good intensions as of old, and with a 
thousand sincere professions of my fidelity as throughout time 
immemorial I ever had, I nevertheless feel as though I were 
amongst those who are immediately near your exalted throne. 
Humbly and respectfully presenting my congratulations, I 
send 8 Gold Mohurs, as an offering of felicitation on account 
of the festival of the Bed, and trust they will be condescend¬ 
ingly accepted. Prayers (the most extravagant) foi the pros¬ 
perity of the King, and invectives and curses the most lanco- 
rous and bitter against his enemies. 

For Your Majesty 5 Gold Mohurs 

For the Queen* 2 Ditto 

For the Prince, Mirza Jawan Bakin'* I Gold Mohur 

Petition of the slave Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur, Chief of 
Ballabhgarh, Seal of Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur. 


No. 71 

Order by the King, without Signature, Cypher or seal, 

ilated 8th August 1857 

To-«-Rajah Nahar Singh. 

3, That is Zinat Mahal. 

4. Ninth son of Bahadur Shah from Zinat Mahal; accompanied the King 
to Rangoon after his exile. 
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Your petition with an offering of 8 Gold Mohurs has jpeen 
received; and has been the means of confirming our confidence 
on your good intensions. As you are a hereditary slave, it is 
incumbent on you not to neglect any one of the obligations of 
fidelity and devotion. Be assured of our kindness. 

For myself 5 Gold Mohurs 

For the Queen 2 Ditto 

For Mirza Jawan Bakht Bahadur 1 Gold Mohur 


No. 72 

Order by the King, without Signature, Cypher or seal, 

dated 9th August 1857 

To—The special Slave, worthy of kindness and Favour ! 

Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur. 

Consider yourself receiving the Royal favour, and know 
that your missive sending a present of 8 Gold Mohurs as a 
present of congratulation on tlie occasion of Eed-i-zuha has not 
removed my displeasure in the least. As it has not been the 
custom of this Court to return such presents, yours has been 
accepted. It is imperative on you to follow in the path of your 
father and your grand-father, and from your heart to engage 
in acts of devotion and zeal. Be assured of our kindness. 


No. 73 

Petition of the Rajah of Ballabhgarh, dated 14th August 

1857 

To—The King ! Vicar of God 1 &c. 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That I have had the very great 
honour to receive Your Majesty’s missive, acknowledging the 
receipt of my congratulatory present, on the occasion of the 
festival of the Eed. I have considered myself highly honoured 
and distinguished; but where is the tongue, or where the 
language with which I could appropriately express my praises 
and thanks for such eminent condescension and graciousness, 
and as regards the intimation that the cloud of Your Majesty’s 
displeasure has not yet been entirely dispelled, do my Lord ! 
let me urge, that I am, as is already well known to you, an old 
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and ancient, true and faithful servant of Your Majesty's house, 
that I am from my heart, every moment and every second, 
occupied in carrying out Your Majesty’s orders. There is not 
a day that my heart forgets to think upon all your kindness— 
there is not a moment that my tongue does not speak of your 

great condescension. Pray do, under all circumstances, consi¬ 
der me your slave, as one of the lowliest of Your Majesty’s 
servants, and condescend to regard me with the eyes of graci¬ 
ousness and favour, for Your Majesty’s unbounded kindness 
and support were in times long gone by always bestowed on 
the ancestors of me, who am the least of all your servants, and 
Your Majesty’s countenance and protection in every variety of 
way, were ever abundantly confei red on me i)ersonally also. 
Depending on all these formers abounding and conspicuous 
kindnesses, mercies and favours, I trust that the cloud of displea¬ 
sure which, owing to the false and unavailing st.itement of my 
enemies, has dimmed the mirror of Your Majesty’s mind natu¬ 
rally bright as the sun, will now be dispelled and dissipated, 
and the dust of anger and dissatisfaction, which has from the 
same cause settled on the edge of Your Majesty’s disposition to¬ 
wards me, will be washed off and removed. Moreover, my 
trusted representative at Your Majesty’s Coui t has, for some 
time, been denied the happiness of pi eseniing himself, and I 
pray now that he may be directed to attend, I present the 
same request in reference to the Risaldar of my troop of 
Cavalry. I further pray that I may be favoured with kettle¬ 
drums and standards, as a means whereby Your Majesty's 
fame and greatness may be proclaimed to the four quarters, 
and the six, cardinal points of the world, and at the same time, 
the credit and dignity of me, your faithful and devoted 
standard-bearer, may be advanced amongst all classes. An 
auspicious desire to wait on Your Majesty continues impressed 
on my heart; but as yet I have been so unfortunate, as not 
to have been able to realize this heartily cherished purpose, in 
consequence of the numerous ailments with which I have been 
afflicted since I came from Delhi, and from which I have not 
yet obtained complete relief. May Your Majesty's victorious 
and conquering standards always be elevated, and may defeat 
for ever attend on your enemies. Petition of the slave Rajah 
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Nahar Singh Bahadur, Chief of Ballabhgarh. Seal of Rajah 
Nahar Singh Bahadur. 


No. 74 

Order without Signature, Cypher or seal, apparently 
from Mirza Moghal, dated 16th August 1857 

To—The Especial Slave, Emblem of Good Intentions, 
Rajah Nahar Singh of Ballabhgarh. 

Consider yourself honoured. Frequent occasions for verbal 
instructions occur, and a necessity is then felt for the presence 
of the trusted representatives of our faithful retainers. It is 
accordingly necessary and proper that an agent from you, our 
special slave, should remain in attendance. You are therefore 
directed to nominate two of your trusted servants as your 
agents, and to send them to the Royal Court, so that whenever 
verbal orders may be necessary no difficulty may be experi¬ 
enced. Entertain every confidence, and in sending the agents 
allow no delay to occur, for with the blessing of God, it is not 
possible or probable that they can have anything to dread or 
fear from this Court. Consider yourself honoured. 


No 75 

Petition of the Rajah of Ballabhgarh, dated 22nd 

August 1857 

To—The King ! Vicar of God ! &c., &c. 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That it is well impressed on 
Your Majesty’s mind, that your petitioner is, by ancestry, the 
home-born slave of your illustrious house; and that I your 
slave, and my ancestors, as I still continue to do, have ever 
remained in subjection to Your Majesty's orders, and 
have always been engaged in acts of obedience, devotion and 
zeal; and I therefore cherish the most anxious desire to 
present myself at your Court. The proof of this statement and 
profession is, that if I did not consider myself as nurtured and 
reared by your hands, and if I did not in my heart cherish 
and preserve the most anxious de sire to obtain a*!! interview, 
knowing what unbounded benefits 1 should realize, how then 
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was it that during the Government of the English, I repeated 
my petition through Mir Fateh Ali, for permission to wait on 
Your Majesty. When I did so, you were pleased to observe 
that my heart-felt fidelity and devotion were manifest, but that 
from prudential considerations, necessary at the time, my 
attendance in your presence ^ould not be proper, lest some 
evil might ensue. That your slave now has the misfortune not 
to realize the happiness of presenting himself at your Court, is 
to be ascribed to two reasons. The first is, that since the day 
of my return from Delhi, I have been suffering from various 
bodily complaints and ailments, external and internal. The se¬ 
cond reason is, that as my enemies have alienated Your Majes¬ 
ty’s kindness and good will from me, by means of their false and 
calumnious statements, I have been afraid, lest on my going 
to Delhi, they might devise some plan for my being subjected 
to indignity and disgrace, and by feeding the fire of Your 
Majesty’s wrath, with the oil of falsehood boldly and audaci¬ 
ously advanced, might raise its flames to twice their present 
fury. I have, moreover, learned from several quarters that 
the Officers and servants of the State are just now very much 
straitened in pecuniary means, and that they have accordingly 
arranged for demanding a contribution and present in money 
from me, although my income is very limited. Your Majesty, 
who is thoroughly acquainted with the whole of the affairs and 
circumstances, public and private, of all your retainers, knows 
also that compared with the states of all the other Chieftains, 
your slave’s territory is considerably the smallest, and that its 
revenue has never been equal to its necessary and unavoid¬ 
able expenses; but that on the contrary, the State has always 
been thousands of Rupees in debt. As regards that which had 
been accumulated by the ancestors of this least of the lowest 
of your servants, it is to be submitted that the former Officials 
of my Government, by embezzlement and fraud, plundered 
and carried away the whole ©fthat, and emptying ray treasury 
and store rooms, have abundantly filled their own houses with 
the money and property they had contained. Having abs¬ 
conded from this, they went off to Delhi, where they are now 
staying at their homes, concocting and propagating every va¬ 
riety of calumny and scandal against my Government, Under 
these circumstances, then, how could I, your slave, whose 
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means are so limited, arrange for a contribution, a present in 
money, and the expenses of the Army ? Yes, certainly, if Your 
Majesty's advisers and the servants of your Government will, 
according to the list below, apprehend and make over to me 
my former faithless and corrupt officials, who are now residing 
in Delhi, and who, by their embezzlements, have robbed me 
of about eleven lacs and twenty-five thousand rupees, half of 
whatever 1 may be able to recover from them of their plunder 
I shall pay into the Royal Treasury. If, on the other hand, 
it is not deemed advisable that they should be seized and made 
over to me, then let Your Majesty’s servants themselves 
apprehend them, and recover the claims and demands of this 
State. Of all the money that may be thus recovered, let them 
pay such portion as they may think fit into the Royal Treasury, 
and let them return the rest to me. The emblem of nobility 
and greatness, Mir Fateh Ali®, condescendingly took the 
trouble to come here, and by doing so has laid me under 
obligations as if he had conferred unlimited kindness. He 
evinced moreover, a very kind and fatherly interest in my 
affairs. All the orders which were entrusted to Mir Fateh AH 
for verbal communication I have been made acquainted with 
by him, word for word, as the answers were such as it was not 
expedient should be put into writing, I have explained them 
to the Mir Sahib, who will communicate them to Your Majesty 
verbally. A further petition is, that whatever he may urge in 
behalf of me, who am a slave deserving of your kindly graci* 
ousness and favour, may in every respect be accepted and 
approved of, with that wonted kindness, condescension, 
support, and benevolence from ancient times. All that was 
necessary I have submitted for Your Majesty’s information. 
May Your Majesty’s servants ever be cheered by victory and 
conquest, and may your destitute enemies ever be dispirited 
and humbled by calamities and oppression. 

5, A special messanger sent to Ballabhgarh by Bahadur Shah, 
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The Physician Abdul Hak, who was 

Rs. 

Prime Minister of the State 

10,00,000 

Mukta Prashad, Lawyer 

15,000 

Rajah Lai, Chief Secretary 

10,000 

Nisar Ali, Deputy Prime Minister 

10,000 

Jowalla Nath Pandit, Treasurer 

30,000 

Sher Khan, the said Physician’s 

personal friend 

25,000 

Hissar-ud-din, Jemadar and Superin¬ 
tendent of my landed property 
in Delhi, who was also assistant 

to my Lawyer 

5,000 

Amir Ali, Superintendent of Buildings 

and Store-rooms 

10,000 

Saadat Ali Khan, Police Officer 

8,000 

Ahmad Mirza, farmer of Ballabhgarh 

Villages and of my Vineyard in 

Delhi 

10,000 

Mubarak Ali Khan 

2,000 


Petition of the slave. Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur. Seal of 
Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur. 


No. 76 

Petition of the Rajah of Ballabhgarh, dated 
1st September 1857 

To-The King ! Vicar of God ! &c., &c. 

Respectfully SHEWETH,--That I have had the very great 
honour to receive Your Majesty’s missive replying to my 
petition, intimating your acceptance of my present of a dun 
horse, and directing me to entertain no fears of oppression 
from the Army. The acceptance of my present has conferred 
on me the highest distinction. Let Your Majesty ever consider 
me your devoted and ancient slave and servant. If with your 
unlimited graciousness and favour, you will be pleased to 
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bestow the Pali and Palwal sections of the District orf me, I 
shall make the most complete Judicial and Revenue arrange¬ 
ments there. So complete shall these arrangements be, that 
every one high or low, rich or poor, will be satisfied with them, 
and Your Majesty also will graciously view your slave’s tact, 
exeitions and plans, with approving favour and kindness. 
Prayers for the continuance of the King’s victories and con¬ 
quest. Petition of the slave. Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur. 
Seal of Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur. 

No. 77 

Petition of the Rajah of Ballabhgarh, dated 2nd 
September 1857 

To—The King ! Vicar of God ! &c., &c. 

Respectfully Sheweth ! That I have had the very great 
honour to receive Your Majesty’s missive, intimating your accep¬ 
tance of my present of a dun horse, and directing me to be assu¬ 
red that no one of the Army shall commit any act of oppression 
or grievance against the Ballabhgarh State. I feel as though I 
were elevated to the very summit of distinction. The tongue 
and language are alike altogether at fault adequately to express 
thankfulness commensurate with such signal and abounding 
graciousness and condescension. May God preserve and 
protect Your Majesty, to the end of time, in the performance 
of similar acts of favour and support ! Refuge of Royalty ! 
It is a most extraordinary circumstance, that Your Majesty has 
ordered that no one connected with the Army shall commit 
any act of oppression against the Ballabhgarh State; and today, 
the 2nd of September 1857, I receive a letter from Muhammad 
Bakht Khan, Commander-in-Chief of the Army, saying that 
all the prisoners throughout the country had been set at large, 
but that Hardeo Baklish, Pran Sukh and others, Dhusar, and 
Jamayat Khan, coach-man, were still in imprisonment, and 
directing me to forward them to the Army, together with their 
bonds and engagements, in the custody of the ten Troopers he 
had sent. It is fully known to Your Majesty that the above- 
named prisoners are accountable to this State 4br frauds 
amounting to lacs of rupees, and have agreed to pay this 
money, for which they are so accountable. How then can 
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men responsible for such claims and demands be released; for 
if they should be set free, the loss to me, your slave, would be 
excessive. The above prisoners are not like those incarcerated 
in Criminal Jails, from whose enlargement and release from 
prison no manner of loss could result. If such detenus as the 
above are released, endless evils, mischievous to my arrange¬ 
ments, will arise, and their suppression afterwards will be 
exceedingly difficult. Under these circumstances, then, I 
humbly supplicate that an order may be issued to the 
Commander-in-Chief to refrain from requiring that persons 
responsible to the Ballabhgarh State should be sent to him, and 
that he will on no account call for them, as from such proceed¬ 
ings on his part, it is in every point of view evident that 
damage to the very foundations of this State must accure. I 
trust, therefore, that my request will receive the honour of 
approval, for I, your slave, am an old and devoted servant 
and well-wisher of your throne, which is the threshold of earth 
and heaven. I expect, moreover, that Your Majesty’s servants 
will make over Hakim Abdul Hak, Pandit Jowala Pi ashad and 
others, my Officials, as I have claims against them, amounting 
to about eleven lacs and twenty-five thousand rupees, so that 
I may realize this money from them. Prayers ftK the King’s 
prosperity. Further, I forward the Gommander-in-Ghief’s 
letter in original. After perusal, let it be kindly returned, with 
a favourable answer to this petition. Petition of the slave 
Rajah Nahar Singh Bahadur. Seal of Rajah Nahar Singh 
Bahadur. 

The Court at 4 P.M. adjourns till 11 A.M., on Monday, the 
1st of February. 

Ahsan Ullah Khan, Physician, is recalled and examined on 
his former affirmation. 

Papers Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9'and 13 arranged under the head 
of loan, are shown to witness, who declares that the seals on 
all are impressions from the special seal in the prisoner’s 
Cypher. The witness declares further that the papers with the 
exception of No. 6, are all in the handwriting of Mukund Lai, 
the Prisoner’s secretary. Papers 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 
are now shown to witness, and, with exception of 2, 3, and 12, 
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of which he knows nothing he gives the following statem£nt of 
the others No. 1 is in the handwriting of Mukund Lai, and 
attested as genuine by King’s autograph cypher; and No. 11 is 
also attested with autograph cypher; but witness does not reco¬ 
gnize the handwriting. The translations of the 16 paper under 
the head of Loan are now read and entered, as follows : 

Papers arranged under the Head of Loan 

No. 1 

Order under the Autograph Cypher of the King, in 
Pencil, dated 8th July 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirzi Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur ! Learn ! That you, the light 
of our eyes, already know, that a very small balance of Cash 
remains in our Treasury. That there is no immediate pros¬ 
pect of revenue from any quarter, and that the little money 
which remains must of necessity be very soon expended. You 
are directed to call together, during the day or to-night, all 
the Officers of the Regiments which first arrived, in order that 
they may deliberate and decide on means to be adopted for 
raising funds to meet the daily necessary and emergent expen¬ 
ses. A meeting of this kind, in the language of the Soldiery, 
is called a “Court”. You are to use stringent injunctions in 
this matter, and the result of the deliberations, in the sftape of 
a feasible plan for replenishing the Treasury, whatever it may 
be, you will cause to be embodied in a petition from them, 
which you will lay before the Royal presence to-morrow. l£ 
is a necessary measure of prudence and precaution, to make 
arrangements in this matter before the Treasury is quite ex¬ 
hausted. Moreover, as no private Treasury was ever kept by 
us, and as the contributions to the State loan have not been 
realized, all our servants, old and new, are now in pecuniary 
difficulties. The money, amounting to a lac and twenty thou¬ 
sand rupees, which was levied has month as a loan at interest 
from the merchants of the City for our private expenses, was 
not all received accordingly. Under these circumstances, how 
are the expenses of others to be provided for? You v\^ll explain 
all these points, particularly and clearly, to each Officer, and 
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having their answer put into writing, will not fail to submit it 
tomorrow for our consideration. 

Note on the Face —“Received 14th July 1857”, 


No, 2 

Petition of the Members of the Court, dated 10th July 

1857 

To—The King ! Nourisher of the Poor 1 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That we have had the honour 
to be favoured by Your Majesty’s order, and besides other 
particulars, we learn that Your Majesty’s commands are to the 
eflfect, that the treasure which was brought has been nearly all 
expended in meeting the requirements of the Army, and the 
little now remaining must shortly be paid away to the same 
end, and that we, the Officers of the Court, are therefore 
directed to devise some feasible expedient to replenish the 
Treasury. Your Majesty, in our judgement, as the first step in 
this matter, the Army should go out. 

Proposition First —That money on loan at interest be obtained 
from some MercharH and tiiat this loan, with interest, be paid 
off on the establishment of order. 

Proposition Second —That a force consisting of 1,500 Infantry, 
500 Cavalry, and two Horse Artillery Guns, be sent out into 
the Country to establish Police Stations, Revenue Offices, and 
Postal arrangements, so that it may become widely known 
that Your Majesty’s rule has been established. Further, that 
this force be empowered to take charge of all money which 
may be found collected anywhere on account of the revenues 
of the State, and which may be voluntarily made over to it. 
But it should be thoroughly impressed on all its members, that 
such of them as shall commit any act of plunder, tyranny, or 
oppression, will be severely punished. 

Our first prayer is,—That both the above written sugges¬ 
tions for raising money, may be adopted. 

Our second prayer is,—That one of Your Majesty’s nobles, 
in whose integrity Your Majesty may have the most complete 
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confidence, may be sent with the force, to make arrangements 
for the Civil administration of the Country. 

Our third prayer is,—That the noble Your Majesty may 
depute should, however, be warned, as though by this Court, 
that if, on going out, he shall oppress any poor land-holder or 
any subordinate Collector of Revenue, or if he shall take bribes 
or douceurs, he will be punished according to the decision of 
this Court. The settlement of the proprietary rights of land¬ 
holders may be effected after the following way. 

In each case it shall be ascertained that the name of the 
claimant is on record in the papers of the Registrai® of pro¬ 
prietary rights in land, or in those of the Village Accountant^ 
and the claimant shall be required to file receipts of his former 
payments of land rent, to show that he contributed to the 
finances of the State, and that the settlement of assessment 
had been made in his favour. If, on inspection of their docu¬ 
ments, and on the testimony of witnesses, viz-, of the Regis¬ 
trar of landed rights, the Village Accountant and other 
respectable men of the place, it shall be clearly proved that the 
claimant had really been the landholder, and the principal 
man or one of the principal men, recognized by the Govern¬ 
ment, as answerable for the Revenue of the whole Village, or 
of a considerable section of it, the settlement will be made in 
his name. If a subsequent claimant shall come forward, his 
petition will be taken, and an order will be recorded on it, to 
the effect that a final award will be given after investigation. 
But in the first instance, the appointment to the position of 
Headman® responsible for the Revenue of the Village will be 
given to those who bad formerly held the situation. 

Our fourth prayer is,—That, if the noble deputed to settle 
the Country does not act in every particular according to 
these orders, the landholders will be at liberty to lay their 
complaints before this Court, and if, after due deliberation, it 
is found that the noble’s orders have been such as should be 
reversed, they will be annulled, and the real owners will be 

6. Kanungo. 

7. Patwari. 

6. Lumberdar. 
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installed in their just rights. The Petition of the slaves, the 
Officers of the Court, Jiwaram Subadar Major Bahadur, 
Sheorarn Misr Suliadar Major, Tahniyat Khan Subadar Major, 
Hetram Subadar Major, and Beniram Subadar Major. 


No. 3 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 12th July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth :—That Your Majesty’s order, 
dated 10th July 1857, directing with reference to the small 
balance of Cash in the Treasury, that the members of the 
Court should deliberate on the matter, and that I should sub¬ 
mit their petition on the subject, has been received. In confor¬ 
mity with Your Majesty’s orders, the petition, prepared after 
due deliberation by the Members of the Court, is submitted to 
the Royal presence, enclosed herein. Such orders as may be 
issued in this business, will be carried into effect (Prayers for 
the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the slave and bond- 
man Zohur-ud-din. 


No. 4 

Order under the seal engraved in the King’s Special 
Cypher,—dated 15th July 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Muhammad Zohur- 
ud-din, otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur, Learn ! That, just 
now, we are under the necessity of raising a temporary loan, 
at an interest of one per cent, per mensem, from the Merchants 
of the City, to defray the allowances of the Army. Many of 
the merchants paid up the amounts that were claimed from 
them. Others, however, on the ground of non-payment, were 
apprehended and brought to the Palace by the Soldiers of the 
Royal Levies, and are now detained as prisoners in the Cap¬ 
tain’s Guard, attached to the Office of the Court Chamberlain. 
We have just heard that with the collusion of some Infantry 
Soldiers, the relations of these merchants have devised plans to 
liberate them from custody. Even just now a Private of the 
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Infantry coming from the direction of the Guard at the Lahore 
Gate of the City, which is included in the Tamaku ka-kutra, 
entered the Captain’s Guard; and on the instigation of one 
Lakshmiram, said he would take away Lakshmiram’s son. 
The Officers and men of the Guard interposing, the Private in 
question used much violent language towards them, and even 
threatened to shoot them and liberate the lad. From the 
representations of the Officers, it is further ascertained that he 
will return in the afternoon, accompanied by 18 or 20 other 
soldiers, in order to raise a disturbance with the men of the 
Captain’s Guard. You, our son, are therefore directed this 
instant to send a reinforcement to the Captain’s Guard for the 
effectual custody of the prisoners confined there, and you will 
direct that no soldier be allowed to take away any prisoner. 
Do not allow the neglect or delay of a second to occur in this 
matter, for, if such things be permitted, our authority must be 
deranged. Be assured of oui kindness. 

Note on the Revekse by Mirza Moghal probably, 

BUT WITHOUT SIGNATURE OR SeaL 

A guard has been stationed, agreeably to the orders of the 
Royal presence, at the Captain’s Guard. Dated 15th July 1857. 

No. 5 

Order under the seal engraved in the King’s special 
cypher,— dated 28th July 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal, Commander-in-Chief Bahadur ! 
Learn. That no money what-ever remains in the Treasury 
for paying the daily and monthly allowances of the Troops, 
nor yet for defraying the daily urgent expenses of the 
Magazine, the Artillery, and the manufacture of powder. 
Without powder the active operations against the infidels 
must be interrupted. It is necessary, therefore, quickly to 
devise some plan for raising funds through the means of a 
loan, without interest, from all the Panjabi ^and other 
merchants, and from the rich servants of the English, and 
forward it to the Royal Treasury. You are further directed 
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to forward drafts of notes of hand, specifying the amount of 
contribution in each, so that corresponding notes of hand, 
under our special Seal, promising payment on the realization 
of the revenue of the Country, and the capture of treasuries, 
may be granted. No fraction of any portion of this loan will 
be left unpaid. You will give full assurance to all parties on 
this point, as well as that, in the event of their arranging for 
the money required, besides being repaid the loan, as a mark 
of favour, they will be elevated to appointments and emolu¬ 
ments proportioned to their qualifications. But if, notwith¬ 
standing such assurances, and the hopes of advantages thus 
held out, any of the people mentioned do not exert themselves 
to arrange for the money, but advance unfounded excuses, 
you, our Son, are empowered to chastise them as may be 
proper, so that severity may bring them to the path of 
propriety, and obedience to our Royal orders may be the 
result, and the expenses of the Magazine, the Artillery, and 
tlie manufacture of powder, may be no longer interrupted, 
and all necessary operations may be prosecuted daily. You 
will use such well advised steps in this matter as will result 
>n your collecting and sending the money to the Treasury 
within three days. You are directing to enjoin on your agents, 
however, to refrain from making any demand now on such 
of the merchants as assisted in the former loan, arranged 
through the late deceased Manir-ud-dowlat, or on such of 
them as have given written engagements to pay the balances 
of their several contributions within fixed periods. You will 
lay no further demand or claim on the whole of these men, 
so that nothing at variance with the terms of the agreements 
given under our special Seal may occur, and no cause for 
distrust to others may arise. Be assured of our kindness. 

No. 6 

Order under the seal engraved in the King’s special 
cypher,—dated 29th July 1857 

To—Brindaban alias Bindi Mall, Treasurer to the Artillery. 

To the effect that a bond, under our special Seal, for 
4,198 Rupees and 9| Annas for the distribution of six months* 
pay to the Artillery, as being bestowed on you our slave, it 
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is iacumbent on you to arrange that this money be •forth* 
coming. Be assured that the funds on loan promised by the 
City Merchants, will now be very soon realized by Rai 
Mukand Lai, when the amount of this bond will be repaid 
with every fraction of interest. Entertain every confidence 
that most stringent orders will be issued for the speedy 
repayments to you of this loan, and that it will be very soon 
repaid. Consider this order imperative, and act as you are 
being written to. 


No. 7 

Order under the seal engraved in the King’s special 
cypher,—dated 29th July 1857 

To—The Special Slave ! Rai Mukund Lai Bahadur. 

Consider yourself receiving mercies and know. That the 
balance of a contribution to the State Loan, amounting to 
5,300 Rupees, has been realized, through Gangaram peon, and 
a voucher under our special Seal has been granted for it; and 
know also that a special order has been addressed to you, our 
special slave, to repay this sum from the receipts on the account 
of the loan promised by the City Merchants. Four thousand 
one hundred and ninety-eight Rupees and nine and-a-half 
Annas have now been obtained from Rai Brindaban as a 
temporary loan, at an interest of one per cent per mensem, 
in Older that six months’ pay may be given to the Artillery. 
You, our special slave, are therefore ordered, to realize 
quickly the money claimable from the City Merchants, and 
to repay this aggregate sum of 4,198 Rupees and 9^ Annas 
with interest, when you will recover and lay before our Royal 
presence the vouchers granted under our special Seal. Such 
sums as you will afterwards realize, you will pay into the 
Royal Treasury. You will consider the words in this matter 
imperative. 


No. 8 

Order under the seal engraved in the King’s special 
cypher,—dated 29th July 1857 ^ 

To—Mirza Moghal. 



DELHI IN 1857 


101 


Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Muhammad 
Zohur-ud-din, otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur. Learn ! 
That as our servants of the Artillery branch are in pecuniary 
difficulties in consequence of the revenue from Rohat, Kakrol, 
and other Villages not having been received, and as we 
mercifully cherish a concern for the comfort of all our 
dependants, and most especially for the comforts of this bianch 
of them, who are now to receive pay after six months, an 
order has been issued to Brindaban, alias Bindi Mall, 
Treasurer, to arrange for the payment of their allowances, 
and a bond, under our special Seal, has, at the same time, 
been granted to him, for 4,198 Rupees and 9| Annas, it being 
definitely specified that the money on loan, promised by the 
City Merchants and to be realized through the agency of our 
special slave, Rai Mukand Lai shall be the source from which 
this sum will be repaid. Do you, our Son, therefore, also 
issue an order for the same Treasurer’s greater satisfaction 
and confidence, so that, being fully assured, he may exert 
himself efTectually to arrange for the money; and that this 
very day six months’ pay may be distributed to the Artillery, 
after the usual manner, and they, having their dffiiculties 
removed, may in this respect be placed on the same footing 
as the r6st of the Government servants. Be assured of our 
kindness. 


No, 9 

Bond or Promissory not for money borrowed under 
the seal engraved in the King’s special cypher,—dated 

29th July 1857 

To the effect, that the sum of 4,198 Rupees and 9^ Annas 
has been paid into the Royal Treasuiy, as a temporary loan, 
at an interest of one per cent, per mensem, by Brindaban 
Treasurer, for the payment of six months’ allowances to the 
servants of the Artillery branch, and it has been definitely 
settled that this debt will be repaid from the receipts on 
account of the loan promised by the City Merchants. When, 
therefore, Rai Mukand Lai shall in a few days, according to 
the Royal orders, have realized, from the City Merchants, the 
money promised on loan, the whole and entire sum of 4,198 
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Rupees and Annas will be repaid to the said Treasurer, 
together with the interest, and no balance to the extent of the 
smallest fraction will be left unpaid, and, moreover, before the 
liquidation of this debt, no portion of the money that will be 
realized on account of the State Loan will be paid to any 
other person, or be appropriated even to the Royal require¬ 
ments. This document is therefore executed as a bond. 


No. 10 

Petition of Mirza Moghal,—dated 6th August 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Siieweth, —That all ihe influential men of 
the City, as well as the inhabitants generally, urge that they 
have no objection to raise funds for the expenses of the Aimy, 
but that it would be more gratifying to them, if the contribu¬ 
tions of all, rich or poor, Hindu or Muhammadans, were 
realized through the inflential men of both religions, and that, 
at the sametime, by this arrangement, a much larger sum in 
the aggregate would be obtained. I therefore pray that this 
proposal of the City inhabitants may be approved of, and 
that Your Majesty’s orders may be issued to the influential 
men named in the accompanying separate list, to carry it 
into effect. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) If the 
whole of the inhabitants contribute, a very considerable 
amount will be realized, and no one will entertain suspicious 
against this slave of embezzlement or appropriation. All 
being attested by the influential men of the City, a list of 
whom is enclosed, according to their several ability, no indivi¬ 
dual will have room for excuses or delay. 

The Hindus will be assured that Your Majesty regards 
Hindus and Mussalmans with equal favour, and the Army 
will see, that the whole of the inhabitants, whether Hindus 
or Mussulmans, are sharers in the arrangement for raising 
funds to meet its expenses. Petition of the slave Zohur- 
ud-din. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil ^ 

The arrangement is a judicious one, and is approved of. 
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No. 11 

Order under the King’s Autograph special cypher,— 

dated 19th August 1857 

To—The Special Slaves, Worthy of Favours and Kindness, 
the Members of the Court. 

Consider yourselves receiving mercies and learn : That 
as agreeably to the request of you, devoted and zealous 
servants of the State, you are being empowered to arrange 
and work out ail matters and affairs, general and particular, 
connected with the collecting of the Revenue from the 
Country, and the bringing to a satisfactory issue the project of 
a loan from the Merchants and influential men of the City, 
it is incumbent on you to act with zeal and integrity in the 
matters with which you have been entrusted, and that you 
should make efficient arrangements for carrying on the 
operations of war, and for obtaining final victory over the 
hostile host of infidels, as well as for protecting the City and 
its inhabitants. All your acts and arrangements will be 
approved of and sanctioned. In reference to you, no repre¬ 
sentations of any interested parties whatever will be heeded; 
and in all such orders as may emanate from your Court, none 
of the servants of the State, nor the Princes Royal, will in any 
way interfere. The money you may collect on account of 
the loan fiom the Mei chants and the influential men of the 
City, will be deposited in your Court, and will be expended 
in paying the Army, and on account of the necessities of the 
Magazine, &c , and when the Revenue of the Country shall 
have been realized, first of all the loan from the City Mer¬ 
chants, together with its interest, shall be repaid. Be assured 
of our kindness. 


No. 12 

Petition of Mathura Da^ and Salig Ram, Merchants of 
Delhi,—dated 23rd August 1857 

Abstract of Petition, on the Face, above the Address. 
We slaves, selling our culinary vessels, and overcoming 
thousand difficulties, have already paid Rupees 7,500 in the 
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first instance to Your Majesty, and in the second to Miizft 
Khair Sultan Bahadur. The Members of the Court and the 
Officers of the Army, intent on our ruin, now demand a third 
payment. We therefore pray that Your Majesty’s injunctions 
may be laid on the servants of the State and the Officers of 
the Army, to refrain from imposing any further demands on 
these faithful slaves. 


To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That let it not be hidden from 
your divine Majesty’s knowledge that, previous to this, Your 
Majesty’s commands were laid on us, your faithful slaves, to 
pay 6,000 Rupees into the Treasury; and we were told that 
we should be subjected to no further demand. Your slave’s 
house had been previously plundered of every thing it con¬ 
tained, and of all we possessed, by the Soldiery and other 
people, on the day of the arrival of the troops from Meerut 
in Delhi, and all our banking and mercantile transactions 
were, in consequence, utterly ruined and suspended. Unable 
therefore though we were to meet Your Majesty’s commands, 
nevertheless that Your Majesty’s orders should be obeyed, we 
sold such articles of Jewellery) culinary vessels, &c , as still 
remained in our possession, and borrowing besides to make 
up the full sum, we paid the money into the Royal Treasury 
on the 3rd and 5th of June 1857. Recently again, the 
Commander-in-Ghief Bahadur, and Mirza Khair Sultan Baha¬ 
dur placed us under strict and pre-emptory injunctions to make 
a second money payment, to meet the expenses of the Army. 
Feeling our utter helplessness, after a thousand difficulties we 
succeeded in making up 1,500 Rupees, which we gave to the 
said Royal Princes, obtaining in return a receipt, together with 
an order, under the seal and signature of Mirza Muhammad 
Khair Sultan Bahadur (may his prestige last for ever) that no 
further demand was, on any account, to be made on us by the 
servants of the State, or by the Officers of the Army. Not¬ 
withstanding all this, the Members of the Court and t;j^e other 
Officers of the Army now a third time require money from 
your faithful slaves, and are determined on their ruin* 
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Whereas we, Your Majesty’s well-wishers, have no protection, 
but that of God, or Your Majesty; and whereas on two former 
occasions, despite the difficulties we had to overcome, we 
obeyed Your Majesty’s orders and paid money into the Trea¬ 
sury, and whereas we are now with difficulty able to procure 
even the daily necessaries of life, we therefore present this 
petition, and pray that according to the claims of justice, and 
the dictates of Your Majesty’s desire to foster the poor. Your 
Majesty will be pleased to issue orders to all the servants of 
the State and the Officers of the Army, to refrain from impo¬ 
sing this third demand on your slaves, as also to desist from 
their endeavours to ruin your slaves by these repeated demands, 
which they try to enforce by every means of coercion, so that 
thus obtaining justice, we may pray for the increase of Your 
Majesty’s wealth and power. Otherwise, in consequence of 
the dread of degradation, and from their inability to raise the 
funds required, the lives of your slaves will be sacrificed. It 
was necessary, and has therefore been submitted. (Prayers 
for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the slaves Mathura 
Das and Salig Ram, Mei chants of Delhi. Signatures of the 
firm of Mathura Das and Salig Ram in the Hindi mercantile 
character.® 


No. 13 

Order under the Seal engraved in the King’s special 
cypher, dated 27th August 1837 

To—Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur. Learn ! That the Merch¬ 
ant, Ramjidas Gurwalla, having twice paid money into the 
Royal Treasury, and having, moreover, in conformity with our 
orders, made arrangements for the loan of the State, it is 
incumbent that you, our Son, should make no further demand 
on him. You will consider our injunctions stringent in this 
matter, and will act in accordance with these orders. 


9, That is, Mmda, 
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No. 14 

Petition of Nabi Bakhsh and otht^rs, No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the world ! 

Respsctfully Sheweth !—That in the present anarchy, 
your slaves have suffered heavy and ruinous losses inasmuch 
as whatever commeice we carried on, whether at Calcutta, or 
Benares, or Cawnpore, or Delhi, or Umballah, or Lahore, has 
been ruined, and all our mercantile stores have been plundered 
and devastated, while the burden of our former debts still lies 
on our shoulders, and we are now without even the means of 
meeting the daily expenses necessary for the subsistence of our¬ 
selves and our families. Let Your Majesty ascertain the truth 
of this statement from trustworthy panics, and by an inspection 
of our mercantile books. Mirza Moghal Sahib now demands 
50,000 Rupees from us. Whence can we produce the same ? 
At present, we should find it extremely difficult to raise even 
5,000 Rupees. We, your slaves, have now been three days 
prisoners in the arrest of Captain Mir Haidar Husein Khan, 
and the said Captain would not allow us out of custody, even 
to join in the prayers on the Eed-i-azha. Left without other 
resource, we petition Your Majesty (at the same time praying 
to God to protect and preserve you over the heads of us, your 
slaves,) that Your Majesty will issue an order for our release 
from arrest. We have now for twenty days been administering 
to the wants of 1,200 Mujahids^°, and shall continue to do so. 
But more than this is impossible, is out of our power to per¬ 
form, and cannot be done. We depend on Your Majesty’s 
consideration, equalling that of Cyrus, that, with a fostering 
concern to nourish and cherish the poor. Your Majesty’s orders 
will, with condescending goodness, be issued for our release. It 
was necessary, and we have submitted it. (Prayers for the 
prosperity of the reign.) The petition of the slaves Nabi Baksh, 
Haji Mulla Baksh, Karim Baksh, Jawan Bakht, Pir Baksh, Fateh 
Muhammad, Muhammad Husein, Muhammad Baksh, Taimur 
Ahmad, Krim Baksh, Kutb-ud-din, Saifulla, Haji Rahim 
Baksh, Karim Baksh Ahmad, Karamdin, Haji Ahmad, and 
others. 

10. Soldiers of faith who have taken a vow. 
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Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghal will take recognizance for future good beha¬ 
viour so that they may not again, in infringement of positive 
orders, send Commissariat necessaries or other supplies to the 
infields, and provided the advice of the Lord Governor coin¬ 
cides, he will then release them all. 


No. 15 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

It is known to Your Majesty, that the Army having been 

reduced to starvation in consequence of not being paid their 
daily allowances, your slave, as well as they, were constrained 
to petition Your Majesty on the subject, when having conde¬ 
scended to view the distress, you were pleased to issue orders 
that some plan for raising a loan, to carry on the expenses of 
the Armv, should be devised, and accordingly, a Royal missive 
was bestowed on your slave in this matter. In accordance 
therewith, your slave summoned the Merchants and Panjabis 
of the City, and conferred with them on the subject, and some 
gave written engagements to pay in a day or two, and then 
went away. I have just learned, that Muhammad Bakht Khan 
has received a written order also, to summon the Merchants 
and obtain money from them. A circumstance like this is 
calculated to cause disunion and dissension in the Army. Let 
Your Majesty consider this, and recall the order given to 
Muhammad Bakht Khan, and let Your Majesty also prohibit 
his taking steps in this business, because arrangements for the 
money have already been made by me. Considering it nece¬ 
ssary I have submitted this petition. (Prayers for the pros¬ 
perity of the reign.) Petition of the slave Zohur-ud-din. No 
date. 

Autograph order by the King^ in pencil 

My life !“ Conflicting orders, one after another, cannot 
be issued for just now the Army is quite dispirited. If the 
desired object be attained, it will not matter whether the 


11. My dear son. 
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required funds shall have been raised according to your orders 
to the Merchants, or through the agency of the General. 
Otherwise, there will be necessity for adopting some other 
plan. No date. 


No. 16 

Petition of Muhammad Khair Saltan, No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That aided by 200 Troopers and 
a Brigade Major, placed at his disposal by the Lord Sahib, 
your slave has been assiduously engaged, since morning, in 
collecting the money required by Your Majesty^s Government. 
Just now, however, the Merchants of the City have put for¬ 
ward the objection, that Gouri Shankar^^ has ordered them, 
on no account, to give the money to any of the Royal Princes, 
but to pay it into the Court only. Your Majesty ! Under 
such circumstances, extreme conclusion and derangement of 
plans is to be expected, and mischief-makers of this sort are 
deserving of severe punishment for wantonly setting plans on 
foot to interrupt the business of the State. Your slave submits 
that until such mischief-makers shall have been severely 
punished, till then arrangements which will result in success 
cannot be made. It is submitted for information. (Prayers 
for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the lowly Muham¬ 
mad Khair Sultan. No date. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil. 

Besides the Shop-keepers you will realize money to-morrow 
morning, as may be advisable, from Merchants also, and will 
forward it to the Royal presence. Let no one be put to 
inconvenience, nor yet let the business of the State be inter¬ 
rupted (a couple of words here are illegible, but the sense is 
not affected or left incomplete). This which is here written, 
is the only prohibition, and there is none other. 


12. Accountant in the Palace, who acted as a spy for the British. 
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Fifth Day’s Proceedings 


Monday, February 1st, 1858 

The Court re-assembled at 11 A.M. is the Hall of Special 
Audience in the Palace at Delhi. The President, Members, 
Interpreter, and Deputy Judge Advocate General are all 
present. 

The Prisoner is brought into the Court, 

The interpreter reads in Persian the original papers under 
the Head of loan the translations of which were perused on 
30th ultimo. 

AhsanUllah Khan is recalled on his former affirmation and 
the eight papers arranged under the Head of pay are shown 
to him. 

Examined by the Judge Advocate 

Question : What do you know of the handwriting or seal 
on these papers ? 

Answer ; The orders on six of the papers viz., No 1, 4, 5, 
6, 7, and 8 are in the handwriting of the prisoner. The 
writing of No. 2 is that of Mukund Lai, the prisoner’s secretary, 
and the seal is an impression from the special one engraved 
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in his cypher. The writing, in paper No. 3, which is a 
petition from the prisoner’s son Mirza Moghal and is attested 
by his official seal as Commander-in-chief, appears to be in 
the handwriting ofjowalla Nath, one of his Clerks. 

The Translation of these papers is now read and entered 
as follows : 

The papers in original Persian are also now read to the 
Prisioner. 


Papers arranged under the Head of Pay 

No. 1 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 1st June 1857 

To—The King 1 Shelter of the World ! 

The Army has been two days at the Shahdari Battery, and 
did not come to receive their daily allowances. Three days’ 
accumulated arrears are due to-day, and the Army is going 
into demand payment. To-morrow a fourth day’s allowances 
will be payable, and a second application will be necessary. 
To prevent this I pray I may at once be favoured with 15,000 
Rupees as the aggregate allowances of four days. Petition of 
the slave Zohur-ud-din. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Bussunt^ will give 15,000 Rupees out of the Treasury. 
Further, Mirza Moghal, enjoining all diligence on Mirza Fazil 
Beg Khan^, will have an account prepared of all the money 
he has caused to be paid out of the Treasury up to this date, 
and will lay it before us. 


No. 2 

Order attested with the seal engraved In the King’s 
special cypher, dated 22nd June 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal. 


1. Treasurer, 

2. Accountant with Mirza Miu{hal, 
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Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirarai Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur. Learn ! That by the 
representations of Samman Lai, we are informed, that in the 
first instance, sweetmeats were given as daily rations to the 
Artillerymen serving the Guns in the Cashmere and Baddarraw 
Gate Main Guard, and other Bastions through the agency of 
the Mu’azzazdowlat, Bahadur*, and that, subsequently, from the 
11th June 1857, daily-money payments have been made instead, 
as per separate list. That although the supply of rations, or the 
daily allowance of money instead, is a matter appertaining 
to the Military Department, in the above instances, the 
expense was defrayed from the Royal Treasury, and that 
under these circumstances he prays for an order under our 
Royal signature, to our illustrious Son, Mirza Moghal 
Bahadur, to the effect that he should cause re-imbursement to 
be made. You are directed to remit to Samman Lai the sum 
of no Rupees, agreeably to the statement furnished by him, 
the details of which are subjoined. You are further directed 
to make arrangements for the future payments of the daily 
allowance to the Artillerymen the same as those, according to 
which, they are paid to the whole of the Infantry Regiments. 
Be assured of our kindness— 


11th June 1857 to Kanlai Khan 
Artillery man 

12th June 1857 to Kanlai Khan 
Artillery man 

13th June 1857 to Kanlai Khan 
Artillery man 

14th June 1857 to Kanlai Khan 
Artillery man 

15th June 1857 to Kanlai Khan 
Artillery man 

15th June 1857 to Artillery men 
at the Laliore Gate 


Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. 

8 0 0 
4 0 0 
12 0 0 
4 0 0 

4 0 0 
3 0 0 


15th June 1857 to Artillery men 

at the Main Guard 3 0 0 

- 10 0 0 


3. A title of Bakht Khan. 
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Rs. A. p. Rs. A. p. • 

16th June 1857 to Kanlai Khan 5 0 0 

16th June 1857 to Artillery men 

at the Main Guard 3 0 0 

16th June 1857 to Artillery men 

at the Lahore Gate 3 0 0 

•- 11 0 0 

17th June 1857 to Kanlai Khan 5 0 0 

17thjune 1857 to Artillery men 

at the Lahore Gate 3 0 0 

17th June 1857 to Artillery men 

at the Main Guard 3 0 0 

- 110 0 

18th June 1857 to Kanlai Khan 5 0 0 

18th June 1857 to Artillery men 

at the Lahore Gate 3 0 0 

18th June 1857 to Artillery men 

at the Main Guard 3 0 0 

- 11 0 0 

19th June 1857 to Kanlai Khan 5 0 0 

19th June 1857 to Artillery men 

at the Lahore Gate 3 0 0 

19th June 1857 to Artillery men 

at the Main Guard 3 0 0 

-- 11 0 0 

20th June 1857 to Kanlai Khan 5 0 0 

20th June 1857 to Artillery men 

at the Lahore Gate 3 0 0 

20th June 1857 to Artillery men 

at the Main Guard 3 0 0 

20th June 1857 to Blue Bastion 3 0 0 

- 14 0 0 

21st June 1857 to Kanlai Khan 5 0 0 

21st June 1857 to Artillery men 

at the Main Guard 3 0 0 

21st June 1857 to Artillery men 

at the Lahore Gate 3 0 0 

21st June 1857 to Blue Bastion 3 0 0 

-- 14 0 0 


Total 


110 or 0 
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No. 3 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 9th July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That your slave having adopted 
means to assure the whole of the Army, Infantry and Cavalry, 
of their being paid and promoted, as soon as the Country shall 
have been settled, the Revenue realized, and the Enemy finally 
and fully defeated, encloses a copy of an outline of these 
measures, and trusts that agreeably to it, an order will be 
graciously issued by Your Majesty, so that the Army may be 
made acquainted with Your Majesty’s feelings of favour and 
kindness in their behalf, and being thus inspired with hopes of 
advancement and distinction, each and all may fight in Your 
Majesty’s cause even to the sacrifice of their lives. (Prayers 
for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the slave Zohur-ud- 
din, attested with the Official Seal of the Commander-in' 
Chief Bahadur. No order. Enclosure referred to not forth¬ 
coming. 


No. 4 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 10th July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That a petition, with a nominal 
list, has this day been received from Muhammad Jahangir 
Khan, Captain of the Gwalior Rajah’s Artillery, praying that 
some pecuniary provisions may be made, to enable him to 
meet the expenses of the daily exigencies of existence. Your 
Majesty’s orders are to the effect, that all newly arrived troops 
are to be referred to the Bareilly General. 

The aforesaid petition and list are therefore submitted 
herewith in original. Such orders as may be issued in this 
case will be acted upon. (Prayers for the prosperity of the 
reign.) Petition of the slave, Zohur«ud*din. 

Note at foot of the Petition —This petition is without 
the enclosures. Signed Kalyan Narayan, 8th August 1857. 

My life ! Inform the General so that they may learn that 
the Treasury has been quite exhausted. 
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Number in a corner at the top (Index number apparently) 
“778” and note immediately below “Received 26th July 
1857”. 


No. 5 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 12th July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That the sum of 37,000 Rupees, 
with the additional 2,000 Rupees from the Commissariat funds, 
with which your slave was favoured on the 12th of July 1857, 
has been all expended, and not a fraction now remains in 
hand, and while such is the case, Your Majesty has passed an 
order on the petition of the Cavalrymen recently arrived, that 
your slave will make arrangements for paying their daily 
allowances. The Cavalrymen shown in the subjoined list 
claim arrears for sixteen or twenty days each, that is to the 
12th July 1857. Your petitioner therefore prays that 10,000 
Rupees may now be granted in order that these arrears may 
be paid off; and he further prays that in future he may be 
placed in funds each day, to pay the allowances for that day. 


Mu’azzaz-ud-din Khan, Risaldar, 
15 days 

Mardan Khan, 10 Men, to 12th 
July 1857 

Turradar Khan, and Faiz-ud-din 
Khan, 10 days 

Syad Gulzar Ali, 22 Men, 28 days, 
to 12 th July 

Ghazi-ud-din Khan, Risaldar, 125 
Men, 13 days 

Abdul Majid Khan 2 Men, 19 
days of the month Zeekhand 

Ahmad Khan and Madari Khan, 
Risaldars, 9th Regiment of 


Rs. A. p. 
3,696 4 0 
428 2 0 
1,594 2 0 
140 0 0 
1,950 0 0 
133 0 0 
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Rs. A. P. 

Cavalry, number of men and 
days not ascertained 

Karim Baksh, Risaldar, who has 
been paid to the end of the 
month and more, now claims 
allowances for 20 days of the 
month Zu’l Kaadat 

Petition of the slave, Zohur-ud-din, attested with the Offi¬ 
cial Seal of the Commander-in-Ghief Bahadur. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

In consequence of the scarcity of funds in the Treasury, so 
large an amount cannot be given. Those who are willing to 
be satisfied with a trifle, may be paid something as pecuniary 
assistance. 


No. 6 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 13th July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Hitherto, Karim Bakhsh, Risaldar of the 1st Lucknow Irre¬ 
gular Cavalry, and the men of his Corps, have been paid 
monthly. He has now presented a petition, dated the 12th 
July 1857, soliciting payment of daily allowances, in the same 
way that they are paid to others, and demanding arrears for 
nineteen days. The real state of the matter is, that these 
people have learned that there is very little money in the 
Treasury, and it is on this account they now apply for daily 
allowances. Such orders as may be issued, will be complied 
with. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the 
slave Zohur-ud'din. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Those who are paid monthly will not get daily allowances. 

Note at the top —^‘Received 26th July 1857’*, “Number 
798”. (Ind^ number probably.) 
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No. 7 

Petition of Mirza Muhammad Azim^, No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Resprcffully Sheweth !—That the servants of Your Majes¬ 
ty who came from Hansi and Hissar, and who have been placed 
under your slave, have not received their pay for two months 
and twenty days. As the treasuries ofSirsa, Hissar, Hansi, 
and other places, were, with great care and zeal, brought by 
them, and lodged in the Royal Treasury, and here too, accom¬ 
panying your slave in every engagement, three or four of 
these servants daily certify tlieir fidelity with tiieir lives, they 
therefore now demand their pay. Your slave, actuated by 
zeal, has arranged that Your Majesty will now grant one 
month’s pay out of the two months and twenty days’ arreais 
which are due, he will satisfy the men. If, on ilie other hand, 
no pay whatever is now granted, the force will have cause to 
be disheartened. It is strange that all the rest of the Army 
should have been paid. I traiiarnit enclosed in this petition, 
an abstract for one month’s pay for all the men of tlie force, in 
expectation that orders may be issued. It was necessary and 
has been represented. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign). 
Petition of the special slave, Muhammad Aziin, door-keeper 
(may his sins be forgiven !) 

Autograph signature—Note below signatuie—‘'The Seal 
was not at hand just now”. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 
Mirza Moghal will give one month’s pay. 


No. 8 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, No date 

To—The King I Shelter of the World I 
Agreeably to Your Majesty’s orders, 10,000 Rupees, part 
of the Revenue received from Garhi Harsaru, were drawn 
fiom the Treasury and distributed to the Troops in payment 
of four days’ allowances. Two days’ allowances more are 

4. Assistant Patrol at Bhattu, Hissar; connected with the ruling House of 
Delhi; played great role in the uprising in the Haryana region. 
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now due; and of the Revenue received from Garbi Harsaru, a 
balance of 7,010 Rupees and 13 Annas remains in the Treasury. 
It is expected, from Vour Majesty’s condescending kindness, 
that orders will b** issued to draw this money, and distribute it 
in payment of daily allowances to the Cavalry and Infantry. 
It was necessary and I have submitted it. (Prayers for the 
prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the slave Miiza 
Zohur-ud-din. 

Autograph order by the King^ in pencil 

The sum of 5,000 Rupees was on each of two former 
occasions granted as the allowance for two days, and is now 
again sent. Do you distribute it ? No date. 

Papers ai ranged under tiie head of Military 

No 1 

Joint petition of Shekh Bansn, Corporal, and 60 Privates 
of the 41fh Regiment Native Infantry, dated 
24th May 1057 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respi^g rru( i.v Siiewei’h, —That your slaves started from 
Agra for meeriit, in charge of 90 Arab horses; brought their 
charge in safely to Aligarh, and came on thence to Buland* 
shahr. On arriving at Bulandshahr, they found that distur¬ 
bances had commenced, and saw hundreds of the country 
people riotously plundeiing the Treasury. Feeling it a duty 
to their faith, and assured of God’s sanction, they attacked 
these rioters, and secured what remained of the treasure, and 
brought it and the horses to Delhi, intending to make them 
over to Your Majesty, as the property of the State. On our 
arrival at the bridge of boats, there remained in our possession 
83 horses and the treasure, minus 45,000 Rupees, which were 
laden on two waggons and were plundered from us on the 
road. When we crossed the bridge, we were met by numbers 
of the townspeople who beat the grooms, and forcibly took 
away several of the horses. Had your slaves not been under 
the impression that these men had been sent by Your Majesty 
for our protection, your slaves would have used resistance. 
The treasure and the twenty-two horses which remained with 
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US have been made over to the Government. The missing 
horses are, however, still with the Cavalrymen and others who 
took them from us, and can be recognized by the grooms. 
We therefore pray that orders may be issued to Mirza Moghal, 
to recover them, as they are pointed out by the grooms, from 
the men, in whose possession they are, and to restore them to 
the State. 


Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghul will institute inquiries, and tracing the 
horses, upon the clues the petitioners may give, will settle this 
matter in the way that may be proper. 

Note on the Reverse —“Remained in abeyance”. 


No. 2 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 29th May 1857 

To—The King ! Siielter of the World ! 

As Your Majesty’s Army is about marching to Meerut, in 
view to efficient arrangements being made for collecting and 
protecting Commissariat .supplies, it is urged that 20 horsemen 
and 50 footmen of the new levies, may be assigned to your 
slave for this purpose. Petition of the slave Zohur-ud-din. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mir Haidar Husein Khan will depute 20 horsemen, and 
Shah-Rukh Beg 50 footmen. (The rest of the order is illegible.) 


No. 3 

Petition of Gouri Shankar Sukal, of the Hnrrianah 
Light Infantry Battalion. 

To—The King ! Nourishcr of the Poor ! 

The state of affairs here is. That by the blessing of God, 
and through Your Majesty’s auspices, Your Majesty’s rule was 
established at 10 o'clock a.m. to*day. The Districts of Hissar 
and Sirsa are both in the possession of this Regiment, and 
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assured the corps will shortly come to Your Majesty's 
presence, bringing treasure with them. We urge for your 
consideration that our strength is that of only one Regiment, 
and some men are absent on general and special leave. More¬ 
over, we have hitherto furnished detachments which were 
relieved monthly, for the command duties at Sirsa and Hissar. 
The distance from Hansi to Sirsa is 90 miles, that from Hansi 
to Delhi is 90 miles more. It will be difficult for us, being 
only one Regiment, to travel over this 180 miles with the 
Treasuries of two Districts. It is on this account urged for 
Your Majesty’s consideration, that a reinforcement of Artillery 
and Cavalry may be sent to our aid, as also a relief to take 
our place here. An order is also required specifying whether we 
shall come by the way of Rohtak, or by that of Jhajjar. A 
further petition is, that the British Troops from Karnal will 
certainly come to cut us up. It is necessary, therefore, that 
Your Majesty should reflect on this, and issue your commands 
accordingly. (Prayers for the King's prosperity.) Petition of 
the slave Gouri Shankar Sukal, Hurrianah Light Infantry 
Battalion. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 
Mirza Mughal will make all necessary arrangements. 


No. 4 

Order attested writh the seal engraved in the King’s 
cypher, dated 30th May 1837 

To—The Officers and all the Troopers of the 4th Regiment 
of Irregular Cavalry. To the Men of two Companies 
of the 5th Regiment of Native Infantry, and of one 
Company of the 29th Regiment Native Infantry, and 
to all other Cavalry and Infantry, besides Chuni Lai 
and Ramcharan, Troppers of the 5th Troop, 4tb 
Regiment of Irregular Cavalry. 

Have come into our Royal presence, and affirmed, that 
the whole Army, Cavalry and Infantry, entertain the resolve 
to tender their allegiance at our Royal Court, and that they 
can bring with them treasure and the various munitions of 
war. In acceptance of their prayers it is ordered—provided 
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that murder and the pillage of villages on the way, and in the 
vicinity of the seat of the Imperial Government, shall not be 
perpetrated, and provided also that after reaching the Royal 
presence you will observe full obedience in all matters—then 
without hesitation or delay present yourselves at our Court, 
bringing the treasure alluded to The Royal favour will in 
every way be bestowed on you slaves. 


No. 5 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 9th June 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Your Majesty has been pleased to direct that your slave 
should proceed into the Batteries, and your slave accordingly 
sent for and consulted General Abdul Sammad Khan 
Bahadur®, telling him that he should also go. He, however, 
replied that, as no further confidence could be placed on the 
Infantry, and the Cavalry only could be depended on, his 
advice was not in favour of my going, nor would he go him¬ 
self. He added that when the forces of the Chief’s®, Govern¬ 
ment, however, shall have arrived, the soldiers composing 
them being experienced and tried veterans, his and my going 
into the Batteries then, will be proper. Your Majesty’s orders 
directed that I should not act in any matter without the said 
General’s concurrence; and he not giving his consent in this 
business, your slave refrained from going with some Troopers, 
who came and clamoured for his accompanying them. Other 
particulars relating to this matter I shall submit verbally, and 
as regards Your Majesty’s commands, that Mir Haidar Husain, 
should not be allowed to have any thing to do with the 
Artillery, or I should be visited with Your Majesty’s displeasure 
and reprehension, your slave had prohibited his interference; 
but the Troopers themselves, seized Haidar Husain, and 
carried him away. (Prayers for the King’s prosperity.) 
Petition of the slave Mirza Zohur-ud-din. 

5. General to and father-in-law of the Nawab ofjhajjar; fought valiantly 
in several battles in Delhi; continued fight after the fall of Delhi; 
surrendered in 1859. 

6. That is, Nawab Adur Rehman Khan of Jhajjar, 
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Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

The contents of the petition have been understood. Act 
according to Abdul Sammad Khan Bahadur’s suggestions. 

No. 6 

Order under the Autograph Special Cypher of the King, 
in Pencil, dated 10th June 1857 

To—The Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Moghal Bahadur ! 
Learn! That Gulab andjowalla Singh, residing in Pahati 
Dharang, convey supplies to 'he enemy, and intelligence has 
just arrived that they are now there. You are imperatively 
directed immediately to despatch one Company of Regular 
Infantry and 50 Troops of the Regular Cavalry to arrest them 
and their associates. Do not allow any delay in this business. 

Note on the Reverse —“Orders issued”. 


No. 7 

Petition of Zabtay Khan attached to the Police Station 
of Basant, dated 16th June 1837 

To—The King ! Adoratitm of the World I 

I have this day received certain information that near 
2,000 Troops, who have revolted from the British, and are now 
coming from Nasirabad, are encampted at Carhi Harsaru 
to-day, and will be here to-morrow. There are no means for 
arranging for the usual supplies at this place. I hope, there¬ 
fore, that some Officer or Troopers will be deputed by Your 
Majesty on this duty. (Prayers for the King’s prosperity.) 
A further petition is, that your petitioner had no previous 
knowledge of the approach of these Troops, or he might have 
made arrangements in anticipation. The information brought 
to-day was quite unexpected. May it be suggested that such 
orders should now be issued as can be carried out. Petition 
of the slave Zabtay Khan, attached to the Police Station of 
Basant. No order on the petition. 

Note on the Reverse —“Orders have been issued, 16th 

June 1857'*. 
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No. 8 

Order under the Autograph special cypher of the 
King, in pencil, dated 20th June 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Muhammad 
Zahur-ud-din, otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur ! Learn ! 
That six carts have been prepared to bring in Saltpetre, which 
is stored outside the City, as it is required for the manufacture 
of powder. You will, tiierefore, assign 25 men of the Regular 
Infantry to protect it on the road, so that the quantity required 
may be carefully conveyed to the Magazine, and you will also 
issue a written order to the Military Guard at the Lahoie Gate 
not in any way to hinder the passage in and out of the carts 
employed in its conveyance. 


No. 9 

Order under the special cypher of the King, in 
pencil, dated I8th June 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur*ud-din, 
otherwise Mitza Moghal Bahadur! Learn! That we have 
received a petition from the Officers of the two Regiments of 
Infantry, and of the Artillery and Cavalry come from Nasira- 
bad, submitting, that if permission is granted, they will raise 
Batteries on three sides and attack the enemy, and urging that 
it is necessary for the Regiment of Sappers and Miners to cons¬ 
truct the Batteries, and for the whole of the Cavalry present to 
protect every part of the rear of the attacking Force, so that 
the petitioners may make the attack the day after to-morrow. 
This petition has been laid before us, in order that measures 
may be adopted to carry out its suggestions, and you are accor¬ 
dingly directed to issue written orders to the Sappers and 
Miners, and to the whole of the Cavalry, to accompany the 
Nasirabad Force, the first to construct the Batteries, ^ind the 
second to co-operate in the attack, the day after to-morrow. 
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No. 10 

Order under the Autograph cypher of the King, 
in pencil, dated 20th June 1857 

To—“Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur ! Learn ! That owing to the 
large daily expenditure of powder, none is now left in the 
Magazine, and orders have in consequence been issued that 
materials required in its manufacture should be purchased : 
and that though large numbers of powder-makers are emplo¬ 
yed, it cannot be produced as expeditiously as is necessary, 
while the daily demand for it is very emergent. You are dire¬ 
cted to collect it from the men named in the subjoined list, as 
well as all that you may find after search in places where 
barrels of it are likely to be forthcoming, and to have all you 
may thus collect conveyed to the Magazine by to-morrow. 
Consider this business as taking precedence in importance 
above all others, and see that every necessary precaution is 
observed in conveying the powder to the Magazine, so that 
when it is required, there may be no interruption to the opera¬ 
tions, and a cause of complaint as well as of danger to the men 
when fighting, may be removed. Be assured of our kindness. 

From our Son, the illustrious Mirza 
Khair Sultan Bahadur 

From the 74th Regiment Native 
Infantry at the Lahore Gate 

From the men of the 38th Regiment 
Native Infantry stationed at the 
Delhi Gate of the Palace 

From the Cashmere Gate (about) 

From all the Regiments, all that may 
be found with them 

No. 11 

Order under the seal engraved in the King’s 
special cypher, dated 21st Jnne 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal. 


350 Barrels. 
232 Barrels. 

80 Barrels. 
70 Barrels. 
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Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirzi Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur ! Learn ! That you are 
directed to take 10 Marquees and 10 Sepoy’s tents from the 
20th, 74th, 38th, and 11th Regiments of Native Infantry, and 
to have them given over to the 30th and 15th Regiments of 
Native Infantry, and to the Artillery going into the Batteries 
to oppose the enemy. Be assured of our kindness. 


No. 12 

Order under the Autograph cypher of the King, 
in pencil, dated 24th June 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur ! Learn ! That you are 
directed to see that the rations for the men of the Cavalry and 
Infantry be sent to the Batteries with the same regularity as 
the ammunition, and that no one be permitted to take or make 
away with these rations on the road. The supplying of rations 
to the Aimy is a matter of pre-eminent importance. You are, 
moreover, directed to apply by petition for all articles which 
may be required for the rations, and they will be despatched 
immediately. 

Note on a corner at top—“Index No. 26”. 


No. 13 

Order under the King’s State seal, dated 27th June 1857 

To—The Emblem of Honour, Khwaja Nazir-ud-din, 
Police Officer of Bhadrapur. 

Be it known to you ! That information is derived from 
your petition of the arrival, in Arab Serai, of some men of 
the Cavalry and Infantry of the Neemuch Force, and of their 
demanding large quantities of Commissariat necessaries and 
confectionaries from the Bazar people, which, in consequence 
of the paucity of the population, are not procurable. It is 
observed also that you request that the Chief Police Officer of 
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the City may be directed to send out the supplies required, 
and, accordingly, orders in this particular were immediately 
issued to him. But, owing to the unsettled state of affairs in 
the City, the presence of the soldiery of the Regular Infantry, 
and to the circumstance of most of the shops being closed, it 
will be difficult to supply confectionary in the quantity 
needed :—meal, &c., may be procured. Moreover, agree* 
ably to the request of you, emblem of honour, 20 men of the 
Infantry and 10 of the Cavalry, servants of the King, are sent 
that you may make use of their services on this occasion. On 
the departure of the Force you will allow these men to return. 
A special order to the Officers of the Force in question is 
enclosed. You will have this delivered immediately, so that 
no excesses or ill-usage may be committed against the Bazar 
people, or other residents of the place. 

Note on the Reverse —“Received 26th July 1857”. 


Police OfiGcer’s answer on the Reverse, dated 27thi 

July 1857 

To—The King ! Nourisher of the Poor ! 

Youk Majesty ! The 20 foot Soldiers and 10 Troopers 
who were sent to your slave, in view to his using their services, 
were sent back to your Royal presence after the departure of 
the Force which came from Neemuch. Wazir Aii, Jemadar 
and the Infantry Sepoys afforded the services required from 
them, in full accordance with your slave’s wishes. Your slave 
has further to submit, that the supplies sent by the Chief Police 
Officer of Delhi arrived at 3 o’clock in the afternoon after 
effectual arraiigemems had been made here, and were 
returned. Petition of the slave, Khwaja Muhammad Nazir- 
ud-din Khan, Police Officer of Bhadrapur, staying at Arab 
Serai. 

Seal of the Bhadrapur Police-Officer, engraved in the year 
of the King’s reign 21st. Also seal of Khwaja Muhammad 
Nazir-ud-din Khan. 

Order without signature or seal 

Ordered that this be field in the office. 
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No. 14 

Order under the King’s special autograph cypher, ii| 
pencil, dated 29th June 1857 

To —Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious Mirza Zohur»ud-din, otherwise MirZa 
Moghal Bahadur. Learn ! That the river has to-day risen 
very considerably, while intelligence has been received that 
the Bareilly Troops will arrive to-morrow; stringent orders 
have accordingly been issued to the Superintendent of the 
Bridge to get together all the boats be can collect, and to have 
this Force ferried across the river. Using boats, it will have 
to cross in portions, and the whole of the Force will not be 
able to get over at once; and as a measure of precaution 
therefore, you, our Son, are now directed to issue an order 
to the Officers under your seal that no one, neither Officer 
nor Private, of those crossing in the boats, subject the Superin¬ 
tendent or boatmen to any ill-usage or violence, as stringent 
orders to repair the Bridge have also been issued. The 
inconvenience of a day or two therefore, they ought to put up 
with cheerfully. 


No. 15 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 30th June 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That an Elephant taken from 
the Batteries of the enemy, has this day been brought in, 
escorted by some Troopers and some Jahadis; and is now 
forwarded with this petition, to your Royal presence. Your 
slave trusts, he will be favoured with a receipt. (Prayers for 
the King’s prosperity.) Petition of the slave Mirza Zohur- 
ud-din. 


Autograph note by the King, in pencil 

The Elephant has reached the Royal presence. 

Note in ink —“Received 16th July 1857”. “499”. (Index 
number apparently). 
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No. 16 

Joint petition of Mirza Moghal and Mirza Abdulla, 

dated 1st July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respect lULLY Sheweth, —That the Bridge has now been 
thoroughly completed, and that the petitioners trust, therefore, 
that the Troops arrived from Bareilly, &c., and now encam¬ 
ped on the opposite side of the river, may be allowed to 
cross over during the night, as during the day the shot and 
shell of the English continue to fall. It is so ordered, these 
Troops will be made to encamp outside the Ajmir Gate. On 
the other hand, wliatever orders are issued will be complied 
with. The petition of Mirza Zohur-ud-din and Mirza Abdulla 
Sahib. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Direct this Force to encamp outside the Turkoman Gate. 

Note in the Margin —“Index No. 242”. 

Order on the Reverse, without Signature, but authen¬ 
ticated BY AN OiFiGiAL SeAL— (Impressiou just sufficiently 
legible to show that it is the Seal of the Gommander-in-Ghief, 
Mirza Moghal). Ordered that the orders in this case having 
been carried out, his petition be field in the Office. Dated 2nd 
July 1857. 


No. 17 

An autograph order of the King, in pencil. No. date 

To—The Especial Slave, the Lord Governor, Muhammad 
Bakht Khan Bahadur. 

Receive our favour and understand. That whilst the 
Neemuch Force has reached Alapur, its baggage is still here, 
and that you are, therefore, directed to take 200 Troopers and 
5 or 7 Gompanies of Infantry, and to have all the baggage 
alluded to, such as tents, &,c., together with Gommissariat 
Supplies, conveyed by these Ghazis to Alapur. You are 
further directed not to allow the infidels staying near the 
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Eedgah to advance. Be it known to you further that if the 
Army returns without victory, and divested of its appliances 
of war, the consequences must be disastrous. You have been 
premonished, and you are to consider these orders stringent. 


No. 18 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 9th July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That Sarfaraz Khan, DufTadar, 
and Muhammad Khan, Artilleryman, coming over with their 
horse from the batteries of the enemy, report the rapture of 
the hostile battery at Sabzi Mandi and of two of the enemy’s 
guns by the Ghazis of Your Majesty’s victorious Army. May 
this auspicious event be a subject of gratulation to all well- 
wishers of the State. These two men who have now come to 
the Royal presence were the servants of the enemy They 
have now girded their loins in Your Majesty’s cause. (Prayers 
for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the slave Zohui- 
ud-din, attested with the official Seal of the Commander-in- 
Chief Bahadur. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

The contents of this petition have come to our knowledge. 
May the event be auspicious for you—the light of our eye^—also. 


No. 19 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 12th July 1837 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully SheWeth, —That your slave, agreeably to 
Your Majesty’s orders, explained your wishes to the Chiefs of 
the Army, and that yesterday, Muhammad Bakht Khan 
General Bahadur came to your slave. Hearing your wishes 
from him, I again explained them to all the Officers of the 
Army, to the best of my ability, but they would not assent to 
them. Your slave therefore encloses the petition of the Officers 
for Your Majesty’s consideration. Further whatever orders. 


7. Ankhon Ka nur, i.e, deiur son. 
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It was necessary, and has therefore been submitted. (Prayers 
for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the slave Mirza 
Zohur-ud*din, attested with the Official Seal of the Comman- 
der-in-Chief Bahadur. 


No. 20 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 12th July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

The musket locks and other Magazine property, which 
have been found in the house of Hulasi Lascar, are forwarded 
to Your Majesty’s presence, with a separate detailed list. 
(Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the slave 
Zohur-ud-din. 

Separate List 

List of Magazine property found in the house of Hulasi 
Lascar in the presence of Siddhai, Jemadar of Lascars, Kalka 
Tewari, Sepoy-the Company of-Regiment Native In¬ 

fantry, and Karim Baksh, Trooper of the 4th Irregular Cavalry, 
on the 12th July 1857, on information lodged by Ragunath 
Rao, Sepoy of the-Regiment Native Infantry. 


Pistol barrel with ramrod 1 

Brass mountings of a stock 1 

Pistol ramrod (iron) 1 

Musket bayonets 6 

Musket and Pistol locks, large 9, small 20 29 

Pieces of the work of a lock 3 

Nails and hooks 14 


Autograph note, Authenticated by King's cypher, in pencil 
Have reached the Royal presence. 


No. 21 

Petition of all the OflScers of the 11th Regiment) 
Native Infantry, dated 16th July 1857 

To—The Nourisher of the Poor ! His Highness the General 
Sahib Bahadur 1 
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Yesterday about noon, Kalyan Singh, Corporal, having 
eaten his dinner, went to the ramparts, where he found Mafla- 
bal Singh, Sepoy of the 2nd Company 1 lih Regiment Native 
Infantry, who was on duty at the time, as sentry over the guns, 
asleep at his post. Seeing this neglect, the Corporal took 
away the sentry’s musket, and then wakening him, asked him 
what had become of it. The sentry replied that he did not 
know who had taken it away. The Corporal immediately 
reported the circumstance to Somair Singh, Subadar Bahadur, 
and agreeably to his orders, the Sepoy was placed in arrest. 
To-day all the officers of the Regiment assembled as a Court, 
and the prisoner, Mahabal Singh, appearing before them, 
acknowledged having been asleep while on duty as a sentry. 
The offence of the prisoner being thus astablished by his own 
confession, he is forwarded to Your Highness with this petition. 
The punishment which may be awarded by Your Highness 
will be approved of by all of us. The petition of all the Com¬ 
missioned and Non-Commissioned Officers of the llth Regi¬ 
ment Native Infantry, stationed at the Ajmir Gate. 

Order by the King 

Ordered —Tliat your petition, reporting the offence of 
Mahabal Singh, Sepoy, in going to sleep while on duty as a 
sentry, as established by his own confession before the Court 
and forwarding him to the Court of the CDmmander-in-Chief 
Bahadur, with the view that the punishment necessary in the 
case might be awarded, has been considered. Your Court are 
therefore directed yourselves to determine what punishment 
may be adequate, and to carry it out at once. Your decision 
will be approved of. Authenticated by the King’s Autograph 
cypher in ink. “Dated I7th July 1857”. 

Note below the Order “An order has been written”. 


No. 22 

Petition of Mirza Moghal,—dated 17th July 1837 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That Your Majesty is cognizant 
that before Muhammad Bakht Khan came, active operations 
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of war were carried on daily, and without intermission and 
Your Majesty knows likewise that since the arrival of the 
Bareilly General, several engagements have taken place. It 
so occurred to-day that your slave, purposing to make an 
attack, had formed the Army and taken it outside the City, 
when the abovenamed General interposed, and for a long time 
kept the whole Force standing inactive, wanting to know by 
whose orders it had gone out; and saying that it was not to 
proceed without his permission, caused it to return. A proceed¬ 
ing like this, even an open enemy would not attempt, namely, 
that the Army should be proceeding to an attack, and one 
should interfere and cause it to return. Your slave therefore 
supplicates, that if the entire control and management of the 
Army have, from the Royal presence, been bestowed on the 
said General, your slave may be directed, by written order, to 
refrain from interfering in all military matters, and he will no 
longer interfere, but will acquaint the Officers of the Army 
that, for the future, they are to remain with the said General, 
and are to yield obedience to him Having his orders reversed 
cannot but cause vexation ant) chagrin to any Officer, high or 
low. If, on the other hand, the control of the Army is sup¬ 
posed to be vested in your slave, the said General should not 
interfere. He has entire authority over his own Regiments. 
Such demand as are made for the services of his Regiments 
from this, he should invariably comply with. Petition of the 
slave Zohur-ud-din. No order. 

No 23 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 19th July 1857 

To —The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Your petitioner’s prayer is, that through Your Majesty’s 
propitious auspices arrangements have now been completed 
for carrying on active offensive operations daily, night and 
day, and that, since yesterday, -this has been done. If aid 
could be afforded now from the direction of Alapur, with the 
Divine blessing, and through the influence of Your Majesty’s 
ever-enduring prestige, a final and decisive victory, it is to be 
expected, would soon be obtained. I therefore pray that 
positive orders may be issued from the throne to the Bareilly 
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General, to afford the aid in question, that is, that he be direct¬ 
ed to proceed with his Troops to Alapur, and to make art 
attack on the infidels from that direction, while your slave, 
with his Division of the Army, makes another on this side, so 
that the two Forces co-operating in the fight, may, in one or 
two days, consign all the damnable helldoomed infidels to hell. 
Moreover, it is to be expected that the Force going to Alapur 
will cut off the enemy’s supplies. It was necessary and has 
been therefore submitted. (Prayers for the prosperity of the 
reign.) Petition of the slave Zohur-ud-din. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil, authenticated with cypher 

Mirza Moghal will make whatever arrangement may be 
proper. 

Order on the revenue without signaiure or seal, 
(apparently by Mirza Moghal in furtherance of the King’s 
approval of his suggestions). Ordered that an order be written 
to the Bareilly General. No date. 

Note below the above Order —“It has been written”. 
On the face—“No. 1024”, add immediately below it. 
“Received 30th July 1857”. 


No 24 

Petition of Mirza Moghal, dated 30th July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That a petition has this day 
been presented by Amir Khan, Risaldar of the 4th Troop, 
requesting that the horse gear, detailed in the subjoined list, 
might be supplied to him. Your Majesty is therefore petitioned 
for permission to have the things in question made over. 
Petition of the slave Mirza Zohur-ud-din. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghal will have the horse gear given as demanded. 

No. 200 

Order on the reverse, without signature or seal, (but 
given probably by Mirza Moghal in futherance of the King’s 
order.) Ordered that when the gear of all the horses i| given, 
these will also be supplied. Dated 30th July 1857. 
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No. 25 

Petition of Khwaja Khairat Ali, Clerk in the General’s 
Office, dated 1st August 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

It is fully manifest to Your Majesty, that since yesterday, 
twenty thousand Troops have been suffering the greatest 
inconvenience and discomfort, exposed to rain, and unsupplied 
with food. I therefore trust that an order may be issued to 
the Chief Police Officer of the City to dispatch, for the present, 
one hundred maunds of parched Gram to the Camp on the 
other side of the Bussye Bridge. Otherwise, this will be the 
second day of starvation to the Troops It has been submitted 
for information. Petition of the slave Khwaja Khairat Ali, 
Clerk in the General’s Office. 

Autograph note by the King, in pencil 

The purport has been learned. Note on the face “3rd 
August 1857, Index No. 1165”. 


No. 26 

Petition of Khairat Ali, Clerk in the General’s 
Office, dated 1st August 1857 

To—The King ! Lord of the World ! 

Respectfully SnEWE rn, —That one Company of the 18th 
Regiment Native Infantry has since yesterday been present in 
the Battery at the Eedgah, while the said Regiment has gone 
with the Lord Saheb to Alapur. This Company also is now 
ordered to proceed thither. Your petitioner begs that a relief 
may be sent from the Regiments in the City, to take its place 
in the Battery. Beyond this, it is for Your Majesty to deter¬ 
mine. Petition of the slave Khwaja Khairat Ali, Clerk in the 
General’s Office. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghal will arrange this immediately. 

Note in the margin —“Received 3rd August 1857”. 
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No. 27 

Petition of Ghulam Mu’id-ud-din Khan, Principal 
Risaldar. No date to the petition, date 
of final orders, 2nd August 1857 

To—The King \ Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That your slave lias come to 
this City from Tonk, accompanied by nearly 500 men, who are 
organized as a body, and by nearly 1,500 besides, who have 
come devoting their lives, to fight in the religious war against 
the infidels. That he and his followers joined in the attack 
yesterday, that eighteen infidels were dispatched to hell by 
your slave’s own hand, and that five of his followers were 
killed and five wounded. 

Your Majesty 1 The rest of the Army gave us no help 
whilst we were engaged in combat with the infidels Had they 
even stood by, only to make a show of support, it was to have 
been expected that with the help of Providence, a complete 
victory would yesteiday liave been obtained. But there is no 
remedy against tlie will of God. I ti ust that some arms, to¬ 
gether with some trifling funds, may be bestowed on my 
followers, so that they may have the strength to fight against 
and slay the infidels, and in doing this, may realize their 
desire. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of 
the lowly slave Ghulam Mu’id-ud-din Khan, Chief Risaldar, 
came from Tonk. No date. 

Order on the Reverse, without Signature, Cypher or 
Seal, probably by Mirza Moghal —Ordered that at present 
there are no arms. When some shall have arrived, they will 
be given. Funds will also be arranged for and bestowed. 


No. 28 

Petition of Bakht Khan, dated 4th August 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That I have on two or rather on 
three former occasions, petitioned Your Majesty for Artillery, 
and now again submit this petition, to be supplied with the 
following ordance :— 
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12-Pounder Guns, four. If four can be granted well, other¬ 
wise let two certainly be given. 

18-Pounder Guns, also four. If four can be granted it will 
be just what is desired, if not the presence of two is certainly 
advisable. 

24-Pounder Guns, let the same number be granted, and it 
will be extreme kindness to your slave, otherwise the presence 
of two is extremely desirable. Also 32-Pounder Guns, four or 
two. It will be a great favour. 

Mortars 10 Inch, four; 8 Inch, four; and 5| Inch, four, and 
24 Howitzers, eight. 

And I also trust I may be favoured by Your Majesty with 
the full allowance of ammunition for these guns, such as shell, 
shrapnel, and common shells. (Prayers for the prosperity of 
the reign.) Petition of the special slave, attested with the seal 
of Muhammad Bakht Khan. 

No. 1183 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghal will make arrangements. 

Order on the Reverse, without Signature or Seal, 
(apparently by Mirza Moghal, in furtherance of the King’s 
order). Let an answer be written. It is known what number 
ofguns there are. Dated 3rd August 1857. 


No. 29 

Order under the seal of Mirza Muhammad Khair 
Sultan Bahadur, son of Muhammad Bahadur Shah, 
King, Defender of the Faith, dated 11th August 

1857 

To—The Officers, SubadarS", Chiefs and others of the 
whole Military Force coming from the Bombay 
Presidency. 

To the effect, that the statement which some person has 
made to you, of the defeat of the Royal Troops at Delhi, is 
altogether a false and lying fabrication, contrived by the 
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contemptil^le infidel'’, namely, the English The true story is, 
that nearly eighty or ninety thousand regular organized .Mili¬ 
tary Troops are now present here, nearly ten or fifteen thou¬ 
sand Regular and other Cavalry These troops are constantly 
engaged, night and day, in attacks upon the infidels, and have 
driven back their batteries from the ridge. In three or four 
days hence, please God, the whole ridge will be taken when 
every one of the base unbelievers will be humbled and ruined, 
and will be sent to hell. You are therefore directed immedia¬ 
tely on seeing this order, to use every endeavour speedily to 
reach the Royal presence, so that joining the army of the faith¬ 
ful, you may give proofs of your zeal, and may establisli your 
claims to renown. Consider this imperative. 


Order from Mirza Khair Sultan to the Bombay Army, 

dated 11th August 1857 

Giving assurance that the report of the defeat of the Royal 
Army is a lying invention of the English, who will themselves 
be exterminated in thiee or four days. 


No 30 

Order under the seal engraved in the King’s special 
Cypher, dated 13th August 1857 

To—-The Slaves, the Emblems of Valor ! Karimulla Khan, 
Risaldar, 1st Regiment. Lai Singh, Subadar, 1st 
Troop of Artillery. Sahib Lai, Subadar, 2nd Troop 
of Artillery. Sheikh Imam-Bakhsh, Subadar, 3rd 
Troop of Artillery. Lai Pandey, Subadar, 4th Troop 
of Artillery. Ram Singh, Subadar, 5th Troop of 
Artillery. Amanat Ali, Subadar, 1st Regiment of 
Infantry. Lalla Prashad, Subadar, 2nd Regiment of 
Infantry. Jiwa Singh, Subadar, 3rd Regiment of 
Infantry. Ram-din, Subadar, 4th Regiment of 
Infantry. Basharat Ali, Subadar, 5th Regiment of 
Infantry—of the Gwalior Contingent Force, and the 
Officers of the Morar Infantry. 

Learn ! That the petition of your slaves has been perused, 
and the brave acts of you valiant Soldiers experienced in war 
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have been ascertained. It is incumbent on you, that, accom¬ 
panied by the Infantry of the Gwalior State and the Rajah, 
you should engage in steps to capture the Fort of Agra, or you 
may obtain treasure from the Rajah, and use means to capture 
the Fort with your own forces. From the officer down to the 
private, each and every individual will be deemed deserving 
of our highest favour and consideration, and will be honoured 
with favours and preferments beyond limit, and will in grada¬ 
tion be advanced to the ranks of Adjutant, General and 
Colonel. 


No. 31 

Petition of Muhammad Baksh Ali, formerly Jail 
Superintendent of Jhansi, dated 18th August 1857 

To—The King ! Dispenser of Blessings on the World ! 
Shelter of Mankind, etc. 

Respectfulcy Sheweth, —That the order passed on your 
slave’s petition, that besides the 500 Soldiers now present, he 
may entertain sufficient men to complete a Regiment of In¬ 
fantry, shall be carried into effect. Your petitioner’s request, 
however, was that orders might be issued, to change the desi¬ 
gnation of the force under your slave, from that of Ali-Ghol®, 
for any other which Your Majesty might be pleased to select, 
as the men composing it have been thoroughly drilled and 
disciplined. 

Whatever designation Your Majesty may now assign them, 
they will always retain. Your slave, therefore, prays that 
order under Your Majesty’s Seal and Signature may be 
issued in this matter. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) 
Petition of the lowly Muhammad Baksh Ali, Superintendent 
of the Jhansi Jail, officer of the Ali-Ghol. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Shamshir-ud-dowlat Bahadur® will have an order written 
after the usual form of such orders. The name “Faiz” is 
assigned to this Regiment. 

6. A band of men who derive their name from the men of Ali, the son-in- 
law of Muhammad. 

9. A title of General Bakht Khan. 
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Note on the Reverse —An order has been written. Dated 
18th August 1857. 


No. 32 

Order from the King, without signature, cypher, or 
seal, apparently an office copy, dated 21st August 1857 

To—All the Officers of the Bombay Army, Twenty-five 
Regiments of Infantry and the Artillery. 

Girdhari Singh, Subadar of the Grenadier Company of 
the 16th Regiment, has come into our Royal presence, and 
given an account of your valor, bravery, and laudable aspira¬ 
tions, which we have been extremely gratified to hear. You 
are, from this day, to be reckoned our home-born slaves and 
servants. It is incumbent on you, therefore, immediately on 
seeing this order, to make double marches, and hasten to the 
Royal presence. On no account make any delay, for we are 
looking out for your arrival with anxious expectation. Use 
every activity, and come without making any halts on your 
march. 


No 33« 

Petition ofBhawani Singh, Private of the 30th Regiment 
of Native Infantry, dated 23rd August 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —Tliat before men are employed 
in the Magazine, it is necessary that each individual should be 
made to declare his place of residence; and the correctness 
of his statement on this point should be tested by a reference 
to the place itself, or he might be made to furnish security. 
And further, a descriptive roll of him should be prepared and 
should be placed in the office, and he should then be employed. 
If these precautions are observed, no fears for the safety of 
the Magazine need be entertained; but if, without inquiry, 
every one is indiscriminately engaged, emissaries of the enemy 
may obtain admission, and cause much damage. Moreovei 


10. The petition bears no date; 23rd August 1857 is, however, the date of 
the final order. 
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one officer with a clerk, might be stationed in the Magazine, 
for the sole purpose of mustering and inspecting the labourers, 
morning and evening, to see that no strangers or agents of 
the enemy are admitted. Your slave presents this petition 
solely from feelings of zeal, and relies on Your Majesty’s 
kindness and consideration for the issue of orders, under Your 
Majesty’s signature, that efficient arrangements for the protec¬ 
tion of the Magazine may be observed. (Prayers for the 
prosperity of the reign ) Petition of the slave Bhawani Singh, 
Private of the 30th Regiment Native Infantry. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghal will quickly make the necessary arrange¬ 
ments. Precautions in this matter above all others, are pre¬ 
eminently necessary. 

Order without signature or seal, apparently by Mirza 
Moghal. Ordered that arrangements be made, dated 23rd 
August 1857. 


No. 34 

Order by General Muhammad Bakht Khan attested 
with his ofiBicial seal, dated 23rd August 1857 

To—The Officers of the Regiment of Sikhs. 

His Majesty the Kino just now summoned our Highness 
to his presence and said he had every confidence that the 
Sikh Regiment will perform great achievements of valor, and 
with condescension spoke of you in terms of the greatest praise, 
you are therefore written to the intent that immediately on 
reading this order, 5 Companies will get under arms, and go 
to the Shamgir Battery^*. You will on no account allow any 
delay to occur in this matter. 

Signature at top illegible, office seal of the General Sahib. 

Reply, on the Reverse, of the officers of the Sikh Regiments without 

signature,-seal or date 

Your Highness, we have learned the purport of your orders, 
we have to submit, however, that our Regiment went into 
the Teli-wara Battery at 4 o’clock P.M. 

11, Battery constructed on the other side of the river, which annoyed the 
piquet at the Metcalfe House, 
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No. 35 

Petition from Muhammad Bakht Khan, dated 23rd 

August 1857 

To—Mirza Moghal,—The Lord of Gifts, &c.. &c., Mirza 
Muhammad Zohur-ud-din, Commander-in-Chief 
Sahib Bahadur ! 

The order directing me to send one officer from each corps 
of Infantry, Cavalry, &c., to meet as members of the Court 
arranged by Your Highnesses wish has been received. I sent 
for the Commissioned Officers in question, and explained to 
them the necessity for their attendance at your Court at 
10 A.M. to-morrow. They have all willingly and heartily 
agreed to attend, as they have been directed. They urge, 
however, that their baggage has just now been laden; but tliat, 
after reaching Palum, they will return, and will, with hearty 
pleasure, attend the Couit in question. This petition is 
submitted for your information. Petition of the slave 
Muhammad Bakht Khan, Lord Governor-General, attested 
with the seal of Muhammad Bakht Khan, Commander-in- 
Chief of the Army. 

Note on the face- -’^The purport of the petition has been 
learned”. 


No. 36 

Petition of Jewaram Ajodhya Chobe and others, Com¬ 
missioned OBBcers of the 3rd Regiment, Native 
Infantry, dated 26th August 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Your Majesty’s orders in the first instance were to the 
effect that such men as were late in joining the Royal forces, 
should be kept on as supernumeraries, in the grades in which 
they had formerly served. This order gave entire satisfaction 
to all the Officers and Soldiery. Those men who have been 
late in arriving have now, however, given a petition, and have 
had a seniority list prepared. All the Privates and Non-Com¬ 
missioned Officers have in this matter accordingly represented 



DELHI IN 1857 


141 


to their Commissioned Officers the justice they will suffer, if, 
to the prejudice of the evident claims of those who, coming 
long before, have been daily in (he batteries, and have on 
every occasion yielded obedience to all Your Majesty’s 
commands, places are given to men who have joned after 
such great delay. We, all the Commissioned Officers of the 
3rd Regiment oflnhmtry, therefore pray that Your Majesty’s 
first order, which gave such entire satisfaction to the whole 
Army, may be allowed to continue undisturbed force. Consi¬ 
dering it necessary, we have laid the matter before Your 
Majesty. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition 
of the slaves Jewaram, Ajodhya Chobe and others, all the 
Commissioned Officers of the 3rd Regiment of Infantry. 

No order or note of any kind. 


No. 37 

Petition of Nur Muhammad Khan, Risaldar, 10th 
Irregular Cavalry, dated 29th August 1857 

Abstract of petition in the Margin above the address 

The petitioner was in the lOih Regiment of Irregular 
Cavalry, which consisted of 600 Troopers; 50 of them are now 
here present, and have come to fight for their faith. The 
petitioner prays that he may be authoi ized to call in the whole 
of the Troopeis, and re-enrol them. 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! Nourisher of the 
Poor 1 

My Corps, the 10th Regiment of Irregular Cavalry, was 
stationed at Peshawar in the Cantonment of Nowshera. Five 
of the Officers, Keshri Singh, Kalandar Khan, &c., combining 
with the infidels, and practising deceptions on the men, had 
us called out to a parade, and had our arms, such as carbines, 
swords, &c., taken from us. Cheerfully enduring the greatest 
hardships and difficulties for two months, we slaves have now 
come to your Royal presence to defend the faith and to offer 
up our lives in protecting Your Majesty’s throne. Moreover, 
the English having placed their Guns in position against us, 
we abandoned all our property, money, and three months* 
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arrears of pay, and having accomplished the journey, have now 
presented ourselves at your Royal door to sacrifice our Ifves. 
Most of the Troopers of the 10th Irregular Cavalry have gone 
to their homes, but their residence is near. If I am authorized 
I shall immediately call them all in, and set up the Corps at 
once, when it will remain in attendance, and will employ 
itself, night and day, in giving effect to Your Majesty’s orders. 
It will, besides, join in the attacks against the batteries, and its 
members will willingly sacrifice their lives, if necessary. This 
alone is your slave’s ambition also. Let a written order be 
bestowed, that he may at once enrol the Troopers of the lOili 
Irregular Cavalry. 

About 50 of them are now present with your slave. On 
obtaining Your Majesty’s order, he will enrol the rest. It was 
necessary, and I have therefore submitted it. (Prayers for the 
King’s prosperity.) Secondly, if Your Majesty’s orders are 
kindly bestowed on your slave, and some horses are given to 
him, he will remain in attendance. Petition of the slave Nur 
Muhammad Khan, Risaldar of the 10th Regiment of Irregular 
Cavalry, come from Peshawar from the Cantonments of Now* 
shera, expectant of the Royal favour. 

Autograph order by the King in pencil 

Be assured that favourable provision will be made for you. 


No. 38 

Petition of Colonel Ahmad Khan, stationed at Ghazi-nd- 
din-nuggur, dated 9th September 1857 

To—The King ! Nourisher of the Poor ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —^That leaving your imperial 
presence, your slave came to Ghaziabad, and here learned 
that yesterday, the 8th of September, some Europeans, assisted 
by the Jats, burned and sacked Pilkhowa, and three or four 
neighbouring villages. The force engaged in this destruction 
was comprised of about 30 Europeans, 300 Jats, of the Duhia 
tribe and four Guns. They are still encamped there, and the 
farmers of the surrounding country, fearing similar devastation 
and feeling their helplessness, are paying the revenue. More- 
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over, definite intelligence has been received to-day, that near 
50 Europeans and Jats, with two or three Guns, have assembled 
at Beganiabad with the intention of destroying the bridge over 
the Hindun, and of desolating Ghaziabad; and have cut off the 
supplies which used to be taken to Delhi from Pilkhowa, &c. 
It is therefore prayed that, with kind consideration, Your 
Majesty will send some Royal troops, accompanied by Guns, 
in this direction for the punishment of the infidels, so that full 
chastisement may be inflicted on them, and the collection of 
the revenue of the State may be commenced. If, however, 
delay shall occur, the bridge over the Hindun will be broken, 
and the Enemy will desolate Ghaziabad. Furthermore, there 
is a very strong fortress of masonry at the Village of Mukim- 
poor, near Pilkhowa, in which there are about 50 or 60 
maunds of old gun powder. Should the Europeans get into 
this fortress, their expulsion afterwards will be very difficult, 
and a second Dum Dumma^^ will come into existence, and I 
shall then be utterly unable to counteract their operations. If 
my Regiment of Infantry accompanied by Guns could be 
thrown into the said fortress, by to motrow the English might 
be well punished, and would certainly be routed with deserved 
chastisement. But Your Majesty being master it is your pre¬ 
rogative to decide. Such orders as may be issued, will be 
carried out. (Prayers for the continuance of the King’s power.) 
Petition of the slave, attested with the seal of Ahmad Khan, 
stationed at Ghaziabad. 

Autograph order by the King^ in pencil 

Mirza Moghal will adopt measures, agreeably to this 
petition. 

On the reverse, an order apparently autograph, attested by 

the King’s cypher in ink.—The Brigade Major Sahib will know 

that he is to act as may be proper- 

* 

Another order, also on the reverse without signature or 
seal, probably by the Brigade Major.—Ordered, that the 14th 
Regiment march on this duty* Dated 10th September 1857. 

12. The Artillery School at Meerut was called Dum Dumma by the 

Sepoys. 



144 


THE TRIAL OF BAHADUR SHAH 


No 39 

Petition of Kasim-ud>din, Private of the 7th CompAny, 
59th Regiment Native Infantry. No date 

,To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Your Divine Majesty ! Your slave was a Private in the 
7th Company of the 59th Regiment of Native Infantry, which 
was stationed at Amritsar The English disarmed the men and 
made them prisoners. Those of (hem, however, who get 
opportunities make their escape, and come away. Your slave 
has presented himself solely to fight for the faith. His arms, 
however, were taken from him by the English at Amritsar, and 
such personal propeity as he had been plundered from him by 
the Goojars. He is now without funds to meet his daily ex¬ 
penses of food, and he is also without arms. He therefore 
trusts that he may now be enrolled in the 53rd Regiment of 
Native Infantry, in which a brother of his, by name Kasir-ud- 
din, in serving Your slave also trusts that as he has come 
solely to fight for the faith, pecuniary assistance and arms may 
be bestowed on him; and obtaining the means of subsistence 
he will ever pray for Your Majesty’s prosperity. Petition of 
the slave Kasim-tid-din, Private 7th Company, 59th Regiment 
Native Infantry, come from Amritsar. No date. No order. 

No. 40 

Petition of Ghulam Ali, Superintendent of the Magazine. 

No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That there is a flat-roofed 
house, situated near the Court of Justice, and at present in the 
possession of Mirza Kochuk Sultan^®, the same in the front of 
which musket bullets are being moulded, and the Magazine 
Stores which are your slave’s charge, and are kept in the Hall 
of Public Audience, are not in sufficient safety. For instance 
the wax and other things are lying outside and the men of the 
Army carry away what they please : your slave therefore trusts 
that the flat-roofed house aforesaid may be taken from the 

13. The eleventh son of Bahadur Shah; killed after the uprising. 
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Mirza above respectfully alluded to, and made over to him, 
so that the wax and other things being all necessary articles 
may be deposited there and kept in safety. (Prayers for the 
prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the slave Ghulam Ali, 
Superintendent of the Magazine. No date. 


No. 41 

Joint petition of Mirza Mogjhal, Mirza Abdul Hassan^^, 
Shah Bakhtawar^'% and Mirza Khair Sultan, Sons 
of the King. No date 


To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Prayeth, —That four Regiments of Infantry, 
two of Cavalry, and twelve Guns of Horse and Foot Artillery, 
according to the details below, with a full supply of ammuni¬ 
tion, other necessaries of war, and some treasure, may be 
speedily made over to your slaves in order that they may pro¬ 
ceed to Paneeput, and may there, through Your Majesty’s 
auspices and by God’s blessing, obtain immediate and comp¬ 
lete victory and at once return to the Royal presence. This 
day has been fixed for our departure. 


74th Regiment of 

Native Infantry 

38th 

ditto 

ditto 

54th 

ditto 

ditto 

20th 

ditto 

ditto 

Volunteers 



1 

I 

1 

1 

400 men 


Corps of Gwalior Cavalry I 

Corps of Regular Cavalry 1 

24-Pounder Guns 4 

Howitzer and Mortar 2 

Companies of Militia 2 

Jhajjar Cavalry 100 troopers. 


Petition attested with the seals of Mirza Sultan Zohur-ud- 
din, Commander-in-Chief Bahadur; Mirza Muhammad Abdul 


14. The third son of Bahadur Shah from Khyum Bai; killed after the 
uprising. 

15. The tenth son of Bahadur Shah from Rajan Khawas; killed after the 
uprising. 
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Hasan, Colonel of the 20th Regiment of Native Infantry; Sl)ah 
Bakhtawar, son of the King, Abu Zafar, and Mirza Khair 
Sultan Bahadur. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

The departure of you, our sons, is exceedingly right and 
proper; but first get a petition from the Officers of the Regi¬ 
ments expressing their willingness to accompany you, and lay 
it before us, that we may have assurance on this point. (A 
portion of this order is illegible, but the meaning of so much as 
has been deciphered is complete, and is not affected.) 


No 42 

Order under the seal engraved in the King’s Special 

Cypher. No date 

To—Mirza Moghal. 

•Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Zohur-ud-din, 
otherwise Miiza Moyluil Bahadur. Leain, that the numerous 
applications presenied by men of valorous aspirations who 
have already done much service, in the Iiope of obtaining 
employment as foDt soldiers and horsemen, which you have 
submitted, enclosed in your petition, have been received. 
Considering the want of funds in the State Treasury, the ab¬ 
sence of all present piospects of the realization of the land 
revenue from the different sul)-divisions of districts owing to 
the circumstances tliat no military force has as yet gone out to 
arrange this matter, and the prevalence of murder and pillage 
in the immediate vicinity of the seat of Government, and fur¬ 
ther, in consideration of the collection in the city of large 
organized military forces from all parts of the country, and the 
insufficiency of the treasures brought by them for their own 
daily expenses, permission to employ these men cannot be 
accorded, for whence can they be aided with funds, or pay, to 
meet their expenses ? Such being the case, it is injudicious to 
give hopes to people whose homes are far distant; it is therefore 
ordered, that you will distinctly inform the men giving the 
petitions referred to, and all others who may hereafttff pretent 
similar petitions, that such of them as can remain for oni or 
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two months without requiring pecuniary assistance, may stay. 
When order shall have been established, and the revenue of 
the country realized, they will be rewarded with appointments 
commensurate with their several qualifications; but this, even 
then, will only be done when the prior claims of the regular 
Military troop shall have been satisfied. It is inexpedient, 
therefore, retaining men who are in pecuniary destitution, on 
the indistinct hope of employment hereafter, based on the 
contingency of the establishment of order. Please God, when 
the present disturbed state of affairs shall have given place to 
tranquility, when Officers to receive the revenue shall have 
been established throughout the country, and the revenue 
shall have begun to come in from all directions, thousands of 
men may then be employed. At present there is no option. 
Two of the petitions have been signed. The purport of all is 
the same, inform all the petitioners. Be assured of our kind¬ 
ness. 


No, 43 

Joint petition of Jowahir Singh, Sepoy, stationed at 

Meerut,—Roushan Singh, Land* owner of Brajhari, 
and Chandi Ram, Land-owner. No date 

To—The K.ing ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That two days have now elaps¬ 
ed since your slaves submitted a petition, regarding arrange¬ 
ments in Babughar, Aligarh, &c ; but nothing appears to have 
l)een done by the Government as yet in the way of dispatching 
troops or adopting measures It is to be apprehended that 
delay in the settlement of the said districts may lead to loss to 
the State, besides that involved in the loss of the Treasuries at 
present in safety at Babughar, Aligarh, Ghataur and other 
places. Cherisher of the Poor ! at Babughar there are 20,000 
Rupees under the safe custody of 24 Military men, and at Gha¬ 
taur there ai e 20 Lacs of Rupees in the charge of Mardan 
Khan, guarded by 600 Jats, while the Treasury at Aligarh is 
forthcoming, guarded by 3 Gompanies of Regular Infantry. 
Moreover, there are 1,500 horses at Babughar, together with 
the money for their necessary current expenses. If Your Majesty 
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will take immediate steps for dispatching troops and fey 
establishing arrangements in the above places, it is to be expec¬ 
ted that the whole of the above said property will be secured 
and will come into Your Majesty’s possession; but if a delay of 
one or two days is allowed to occur, there is undoubted room 
for apprehension that it will be all lost There is not a man of 
the English Army in the whole of the space between the two 
rivers^® from Saharunpur to Agra, who will offer to oppose 
one Regiment of Infantry sent by Your Majesty. There is only 
one Turnbull^’, who, with the joint Magistrate at Bulundshahr, 
continues exciting disturbances, enlisting men, and communi¬ 
cating intelligence. In case of delay on Your Majesty’s part, 
Your Majesty’s loss is to be apprehended. The inhabitants of 
60 villages, men of the Kshatri caste, are ready to lay down 
their lives for Your Majesty. But the residents of the other side 
of the Ganges do not fully credit what your slave tells them. 
However, when these land-holders shall have seen a small 
body of troops placed under your slave, together with Your 
Majesty’s w'ritten order, and will have had the evidence of 
their own eyes, they will tin engage; to die in Your Majesty’s 
cause. I trust, therefore, that an order under the State Seal 
will be bestowed on your slave, directing him to raise new 
horse and fool levies. Assured of the help of the Military 
Force, 84 villages in the holding o( Kaihar Singh, Land-holder 
of Mukimpur, in the District of Meerut, and, in the same way, 
87 villages, with Devi Singh, farmer of Bliumrahi, who have 
already resolved to sacrifice their lives for Your Majesty, will 
immediately on seeing the force and the order under Your 
Majesty’s Seal, openly engage with all their energies in Your 
Majesty’s cause. They are, as oire body, animated by one 
soul, all of one mind with your slave. Your slave’s only 
ambition is the welfare of Your Majesty’s Government. If 
delay is allowed to occur, serious loss to the State will be the 
certain result. Beyond this Your Majesty has the power. It 
was necessary, and I have therefore submitted it, from zeal for 
Your Majesty. It is requested that one Regiment of Infantry 
with Artillery, may be placed at your slave’s disposal. (Prayers 

16. That is the Doab, between the Ganga and the Yamuna. % 

17. A Magistrate at Bulundshahr who was later on transferred to Mecruti 
Like Hodson, a blood-thirsty man, 
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for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the slaves Jowahir 
Sepoy, stationed at Meerut, Roushan Singh, Land* 
holder of Brajhari, and Ghandi Ram, Land-holder. Seal of 
“Roushan Singh, year 1253”. 

Autograph order by the Kirig^ in pencil 

Mirza Moghal will immediately issue ciders to the Officers 
of the Infantry, and as regards the despatch of troops, will act 
agreeably to Jowahir Singh’s requisition. 

No date to either petition or order. 


No. 44 

Petition of Mirza Moghal No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Siieweth, —That numbers of men who have 
recently arrived, expecting employment and are now in atten¬ 
dance at the Royal threshold, have presented petitions, praying 
that daily allowances may be assigned to them. These petitions 
are enclosed herein, and I trust that such orders as are issued, 
may be written on the face of each petition, so that they be 
acted upon. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign ) Petition 
of the slave Zohur-ud-din. 

Autograph order by the King^ in pencil 

As regular Military Troops are now coming in great num¬ 
bers, from all directions, and there is no money in the 
Treasury, under these circumstances how (a portion of the 
order here is illegible) is it to l)e done ? You are accordingly 
directed to write in fuller detail. 

In a corner at the top—No, 763. 

No. 45 

Petition of Rajab AH*’’. No. date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That your slave has been sending 
for the Ordance Stores from the Magazine, and having them 

18. Jemadar of the Delhi Magazine. 
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placed for safety in certain cells in the Palace, ever since the 
day of the revolution. Nathu Khan, however, now objects to 
sending these stores and opposes your slave’s requisitions for 
their being brought from the Magazine to the Palace. Your 
slave therefore depends on Your Majesty’s kindly kindness and 
consideration and trusts that an order may be issued to the 
Lord of the World, Mirza Muhammad Moghal Bahadur, that 
whatever stores your slave may write for may, on his requisi¬ 
tion, be immediately forwarded from the Magazine, that they 
may be placed in safety. (Prayers for the prosperity of the 
reign ) Petition of the home-born slave Rajab Ali. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Our son, Mirza Moghal, will imperatively direct Nathu 
Khan to forward to the Palace, without delay, all Magazine 
Stores that Rajab Ali may send for Moreover it is not proper 
that Nathu Khan should remain in the Magazine. You will, 
therefore, appoint some other trustworthy person in his stead. 

Note on the Reverse —“Orders have been issued”. 


No. 46 

Petition of Rambaksh, Subadar of the 74th, and Kuli 

Yar Khan, Subadar Bahadur, of the 9th Regiment 
of Native Infantry. No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

RESPEGTFur.LY Sheweih, —That we entertain no manner of 
objection to go out and fight and to raise entrenchments in 
conformity with Your Majesty’s orders, to the address of us 
home-born slave ; but this is a day of the week on which it is 
unpropitious to proceed towards the East. We shall accordingly 
leave at a propitious hour. However, we will commence with 
the entrenchments, &c., at 3 o’clock. We have submitted this 
for Your Majesty’s information. The petition of Rambaksh, 
Subedar, 74ih and Kuli Yar Khan, Subedar Bahadur, 9th 
Regiment of Native Infantry. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Both Regiments taking the necessary ammunition, wW start 
to-night or certainly to-morrow. 
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No. 47 

Petition of Mirza Moghal. No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Your Exalted Majesty may keep your mind free from 
every diead of the Enemy. Your slave has personally been 
staying in the batteries with the Troop for two days, and where 
the batteries of the infidels were, there they are still. They 
have made no advance. If their batteries had advanced very 
considerably, they must have come into the City. The whole 
Army is prepared to slay the infidels, and an attack is about 
being made immediately. Through Your Majesty’s prestige, 
the batteries will be speedily taken. And as some of the 
soldiers come into Your Majesty’s presence, and report what 
they have heard, and not what they have seen, pray do not 
believe their statements; but be fully assured that so long as 
there is life in the frames of your slaves, no harm shall reach 
Your Majesty. Beyond this matters are in tiie dispensation 
of God. Your slave is not neglectful. Let it be known to 
Your Majesty that he stays personally in the batteries. Petition 
ol the slave Zohur-ud-din. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

The purport has been ascertained. Kadir Baksh'® too is 
with you. Do whatever is proper. No date. 


No. 48 

Petition of Ghulam Mirza Hussein, Risaldar, 18th Regi¬ 
ment of Irregular Cavalry. No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That your slave’s forefathers 
and ancestors were, from antiquity, the servants of Your 
Majesty, and all such dignities and distinctions as were con¬ 
ferred on them by Your Majesty’s illustrious house, are on 
record in the Royal archives. The day that the sun of Your 
Majesty’s dominion and power suffered eclipse, that same day 
desolation and ruin came to your slave’s prospects and fortu- 

19. Commandant of Sappers and Miners. 
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nes. Left destitute of option, he consented to serve the infidels^ 
and accordingly continued 55 years in the rank of a Risaldar. 
Hearing the fame of Your Majesty’s auspicious accession at 
Peshawar, where my Regiment is still stationed, after a thou¬ 
sand difficulties, I obtained leave from the Commanding 
Officer, and have now presented myself at Your Majesty’s door 
having left all my property worth thousands of Rupees with 
the Regiment, in consequence of the displeasiiio of the English. 
Besides the loss of the property thus abandoned, your slave has 
suffered the following other losses. One house recently built 
by him at an outlay of 5,500 Rupees, and five old 
houses worth 3,000 Rupees were razed to the ground on 
account of the Railway, and a bill for 3,500 Rupees on the 
Gurgaon Treasury, which your slave despatched before leav¬ 
ing the Regiment, was never cashed, owing to the disturban¬ 
ces, the Treasury itself indeed having ceased to exist. More¬ 
over on the way, the Rajah of Patiala (doomed to banishment 
from God’s sanctuary) had your slave plundered from hand to 
hand, of all the property, such as cattle, tents, and marquees, 
which he had with him. So completely did he do this, that 
your slave has not a horse left fit to ride. Having ten days 
ago, presented himself at Your Majesty’s door, he now submits 
this petition, and prays that he may receive the distinction of 
being attached to some Force, or of being appointed to some 
District, so that he may efficiently and carefully discharge the 
duties which may be conferred on him. In consequence of 
your slave’s having camels, a travelling carriage drawn by 
bullocks, servants, &c., his daily expenses are 7 or 8 Rupees. 
Considering it necessary, I have detailed every particular. 
(Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of Ghulam 
Mirza Hussein, Risaldar of the 18th Regiment, resident of the 
District Gurgaon, Sub-division of District Palwal, village of 
Saadatnagar. Seal of “Syad Ghulam Mirza Hussein, 1255”. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghal, I send the Petitioner to you, as he is an old 
Soldier. 
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No. 49 

Petition of Mohan Pande, $ubadar,and Ishwari Prashad 
Pathak, Jemadar. No date 

To—The King ! Nourislier of the Poor ! 

Your Majesty ! The usual menial servants not having 
been procurable, were not entertained in your slaveys com¬ 
pany. They have, however, now been engaged, according to 
ilie list below, and we trust that their allowances from the date 
of their being entertained, may be granted. We have submit¬ 


ted this petition as being necessary. 

Biahman to supply water 1 

Barbers 2 

Washermen 2 

Tailor 1 

Shoemaker 1 

Scavenger 1 

Total 8 


Petition of the slaves Mohan Pande Subadar, and Ishwari 
Prashad Pal ha k, Jemadar. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

In consequence of there being no money in the Treasury, 
nothing can be done just now. No date. Index No. 776. 

No. 50 

Joint petition of Kamdar Khan and others of the Cons¬ 
tabulary Force. No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

We slaves, 50 men of the Constabulary Force, who were 
stationed over the Jail at Meerut, having come thence to your 
Royal presence, are now discharging all such duties as are 
assigned to us, by the orders of the Gommander-in-Chief 
Bahadur. Your Army is now about to leave for Meerut, and 
sixteen of our number are anexiously eager to go and fight in 
its company. We therefore trust that Mirza Moghal may be 
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ordered to direct us to go also, that through Your Majesty’s 
prestige, never to be overthrown, we may share in the victory. 
It was necessary and has been submitted. Petition of Kamdar 
Khan and others of the Constabulary Force. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

The Officer of the Meerut Jail on duty under the Palace 
lattices, will know that he is to go whithersoever our son Mirza 
Moghal may send him, and to forward to him any number of 
men that he may call for. He is to be obedient to all orders 
of our said son. 


No. 51 

Order under the seal engraved in the King’s Special 

Cypher. No date 


To—Mirza Moghal. 

Son, —The illustrious and valiant Mirza Muhammad Zohur- 
ud-din, otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur. Learn ! That 
agreeably to orders of yesterday, ilie articles detailed below are 
now sent to you. Have them placed in the custody of your 
servants, and as the Commissariat arrangements are under 
your direction, do you act in this matter also as you may think 
proper. The distribution of money to the troops is entrusted 
to you, and is satisfactorily managed, inasmuch as each 
individual receives the full amount of his claim. In the same 
way, with similar facility as regards these articles, you will be 
able to give different portions of the Army, Cavalry and In¬ 
fantry, such quantities as they may severally require, and they 
will receive them at once. Be assured of our kindness. 


Gram 

Satu (meal of parched barley) 
Sugar 

Gur (Jagry) 

Sweetmeats 


63 Maunds 
13 Maunds 
30 Grs. 
13 Maunds 
29 Grs. 
61 Maunds 
30 Maunds 


Further, you, the light of our eyes, are at liberty either to 
appoint a contractor, or to manage the matter yourself, by 
making your own purchases in the market. No date^ 

The Court adjourns at 4 P,M. until 11 A.M, tomorrow. 
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Sixth Day’s Proceedings 


Tuesday, February 2nd, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this day at 11 A.M. at the Hall of 
Special Audience in the Palace at Delhi. The President, 
Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge Advocate General 
are all present. 

The Prisoner is brought into Court, and Ghulam Abbas, 
his assistant, is also in attendance. 

The Interpreter now reads in the original Persian the 
papers, the translations of which were perused yesterday. 

Ahsan Ulla Khan, the Physician, is re-called into Court, 
and examined on his former affirmation. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Look at these six papers, and see if you recognize 
the handwriting of any of them. Six Persian papers arranged 
under the head of “Murder” are now shown to witness. 

Answer —The Orders on Nos. 1 and 6 are in the hand-writ¬ 
ing of the Prisoner, papers 2, 3, 4 are in the hand-writing of 
Khairat All, who was clerk in the Office of Bakht Khan, as 
Governor General: this man was in the habit of bringing 
papers of the kind ready prepared and having them attested 
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with the King’s seal, and so attested used, with the Prison^ ’s 
sanction, to despatch them accordingly to their address. 

Question —Was it usual to retain office copies of such 
papers ? 

Answer —Yes, he used frequently to bring two copies of each 
paper, on one the seal used to be impressed, frequently so by 
the King’s own hand, and this copy used to be returned to 
him for despatch, while the second copy unattested was retain¬ 
ed for record in the Prisoner’s office. 

Question —Do you know anything about the paper No. 5 ? 

Answer —No, I do not recognize the writing. 

Qtiestion —Is it possible or likely that this may be an office 
copy in the handwriting of some newly employed clerk, whose 
hand you are acquainted with ? 

Answer —Yes, I believe it to be the hand writing of some 
clerk in Muhammad Bakht Khan’s Office. 

The translations of the six papers, arranged under the head 
of ‘^Murder” are now read by the Judge Advocate, and enter¬ 
ed as follows : 

The papers in the original Persian are now read by the 
Interpreter. 

Papers arranged under the head of “Murder” 

No. 1 

Petition of Ghulam Abbas, DufiTadar^, 1st Troop, 4th 
Regiment of Cavalry, dated 29th July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

Respectfully Shewech, —That your petitioner was a 
Duffadar in the 4th Regiment of Cavalry. Having disposed 
of the English at Muzafarnagar, he reached your Royal 
presence on the 23rd June 1857. He is now serving with 
devotion in Your Majesty’s cause, and bears his share in the 
engagements. Your slave’s ancestors heve, from antiquity, 
been nourished by Your Majesty’s salt. Your slave therefore 


1. Havildar. 
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expects that, on the capture of the ridge occupied by the 
British, he will now, through Your Majesty’s favour and 
consideration, be elevated to some appointment of distinction, 
so that reacliing his ambition, he may ever pray for Your 
Majesty’s piosperity. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) 
Petition of the slave, of old nourished by Your Majesty’s salt, 
Ghulam Abbas, Duffadar of the 1st Troop 4th Regiment 
of Cavalry, come from Muzafarnagar. Seal of “Ghulam 
Abbas”. 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghal will nominate the petitioner to some appoint¬ 
ment, according to the usages of the Army. 

No. 2 

Order from the King without signature, cypher, or 
seal, evidently an office copy retained for records, dated 

7th August 1837 

To—The ever Faithful, Rao Bhara, the Ruler of Kulch 
Bhoj. 

Consider youself receiving the Royal favour, and know ! 
That Girdhari Singh, Subadar of the Grenadier Company of 
the I6th Regiment of the Bomb ly Native Infantry, being 
introduced by tfie adviser of the State, the honoured of the 
country, the special slave, Muhammad Bakht Khan, Governor 
General Bahadur, has come into the Royal presence and 
affirmed, that you, ever faithful one, having put the whole of 
the infidels^ to the sword, have thoroughly cleansed and 
purified your domains of their unclean presence. We 
have been extremely gratified to hear of such conduct on your 
part, and you are therefore honoured with this address, to the 
intent, that you will institute such arrangements throughout 
your territory, as that none of the creatures of God may in 
any way be aggrieved or oppressed. Further, should any 
numbers of infidels reach your dominions by sea, you will have 
them slain. In doing this you will act entirely in accordance 
with our pleasure and wishes; and all such desires, as you will 


2. That is, Englishmen. 
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entertain, and all such requests, as you will make to ot#f 
presence, will in every point be acceded to. Be assured of 
our kindness. One copy, and extract transcript. To the 
ever faithful Rawal Ranjit Singh, Ruler of Jasalmir. Dated 
11th August 1857. 


No. 3 

Order from the King, without signature, cypher or 
sea], an office copy apparently retained for record, dated 

11th August 1857 

To—The ever Faithful, Ranjit Singh, Chief of Jasalmir. 

Consider yourself receiving the Royal favour and know! 
That the Chief, Chamman Singh, brother of the Ruler of 
Jaipur, having obtained the honour of admittance to our august 
presence, through the adviser of the State, the honoured of 
the country, the special slave, Muhammad Bakht Khan, Lord 
Governor General Bahadur, Director of all matters Military 
and Civil, has declared and affirmed that you, emblem of 
fidelity, cherish an anxious desire and wish to come to the 
Royal presence, and only delay doing so, pending the issue of 
a special order : you are therefore honoured with this addre.ss. 
It is clear to our belief that throughout your dominions, the 
name or trace of those ill-omened infidels, the English, must 
not have remained; if, however, by any chance or possibility 
some have escaped till now, by keeping hidden and concealed, 
first slay them, and after that, having made arrangements 
for the administration of your territory, present yourself at 
our Court, with your whole Military following. Considerations 
and friendliness a thousandfold will be bestowed on you slave, 
and you will be distinguished by elevation to dignities and 
places which the compass of your qualifications will not have 
capacity to contain. Be assured of our kindness. 

No. 4 

Order of the King, without signatnre, cypher of deal, 

dated 11th Augnat 1857 

To—All Hindus and Muhammdans who wish the A3vancc- 
ment of Religion. 
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Be it known to you ! That Falak-ud-din Shah, being one 
oJ those who have pledged themselves to fight for the Mahome- 
dan faith, in the religious war against the infidels, and being 
Director of Finance and the Army, is sent to collect Ghazis* 
as well as money for the expenses of the armies bestowed by 
God, which have come from all directions, and have assembled 
at the Royal threshhold for the destruction of the Christians; 
and which have already sent thousands of the British Soldiery, 
and others of the English, to hell. It is incumbent on you to 
consider will your own advantage, and to forward to the 
Royal presence, such amounts of treasure as he may determine, 
at the same time sending your accredited agent also. You 
will, moreover, give the above named Falak-ud-din Shah such 
aid, in Military forces, for arrangements on the way, and for 
the slaughter of Christians, as he may demand. Those who 
will join in the cause of the faith and of religion, will receive 
distinctions; and those who will confederate with the Chris¬ 
tians, will be utterly despoiled of life and property. 


List Rs. 

The Chief of Chattauri to contribute 7 Guns and 50,000 

The Chief of tlie Town of Parrawae 10,000 

The Chief of the Town of Dliarmpur 5,000 

The Chief of Dhanpur 5,000 

The Chief of Pahansu 5,000 

The Chief of Sadabad 5,000 

The Chief of Dattowli 2,000 

The Chief of Begampur 10,000 

The Chief of Badoun 10,000 

The Chief of the Town of Jairu 5,000 

The Merchants of the City of Muttra 50,000 

The Rajah of Ballabgarh 1 ,00,000 

The Chief, Ghulam Husein of AttrowU 20,000 

The Rajah of Bhartpur 5,00,000 


Total 12,45,000 

I 1 11 ' j I i ■ I j ii ^ 


3, Men voluntarily pledging their lives to fight in defence of Islam, 
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No. 5 

Petition of Muhammad Bakht Ali, formerly Jail 
Superintendent of the Hansi District, now Officer Com¬ 
manding the Ali-Ghol, dated 16th August 1857 

To—The King ! Dispenser of Blessings on the World ! 

Shelter of Mankind, &c. 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That, in a former petition. Your 
Majesty was made acquainted with the acts of devotion and 
resolution, which your slave performed in the Jhansi, Orai, 
Calpee, Etwah, Mynpoory, and other Districts, as regards the 
slaughter and ruination of the accursed sect, the Nazarenes^, 
as also with the devotion your slave, and the soldiers accom¬ 
panying him, have displayed from the date of their arrival in 
Your Majesty’s presence, the 16th July 1857, up to the present 
moment in the several attacks on and engagements with the 
Nazarenes; a list of these soldiers has been deposited in the 
archives of Your Majesty’s Government; your slave, therefore, 
expects that when complete victory shall have been gained, 
rewards similar to those which may be bestowed on the rest 
of the Army, will be conferred on your slave and his family, 
and on his equally devoted followers. Moreover, as at present, 
only 500 soldiers, designated the Ali-Ghol, who, with your 
slave, are ready to sacrifice their lives in Your Majesty’s 
service, are in attendance at the Royal door; if the Royal 
permission is granted, a complete regiment will be raised. 
But as several bodies, all bearing the same title Ali-Ghol, have 
arrived from different places, such distinctive appellation as 
Your Majesty may select for that under your slave, will be 
adopted, so that it may be generally known. Agreeably to 
Your Majesty’s commands, your slave is about proceeding to 
Malagarh, he therefore submits this petition, that orders may 
be issued. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition 
of the slave Muhammad Bakht Ali, Superintendent of the 
Jail, Jhansi District, at present Officer Commanding Ali-Ghol. 
Countersigned “Muhammad Bakht Khan’’ agreeably to the 
request of the petitioner. 


4, That is, Nasara, Christian, 
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Autograph order by the King in pencil (partially unintelligible). 

Bakht Ali’s request is accepted, but as yet no one has paid 
except from the receipts of some places. So long as all cannot 
be paid their regular allowances, no single individual will 
receive any thing. 

Paper marked A is now produced enclosed in its original 
envelope, on which is the Delhi Post Office Stamp, proving 
that it was posted at Delhi on the 25th of March 1857, and 
another stamp of the Agra Post Office proves that it was duly 
received there on the 27th of March 1857. The Judge Advocate 
explains that this important document was found among the 
papers of the late Mr. Colvin, Lieutenant-Governor at Agra. 
The translation is now read, and entered as follows : 

TRANSLATION of a Petition from Muhammad Darwesh, to 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governory North-Western Provinces, 
dated 24th, posted at Delhi 25th and received at the Agra Post Office, 
27th March 1857. 

Nourisher of the Poor ! May your prosperity continue ! 
Your Highness ! The arrangements for the dispatch of letters 
from the King of Delhi to the King of Persia, through the 
Pir-zada Hasan Askari'’, have been stated in a former petition, 
and must have come to your knowledge. I, who am a men¬ 
dicant of itinerant habits, have since learned, fora certainly, 
that two men, with letters from the King of Delhi through 
the said Hasan Askari, proceeded about three or four months 
ago towards Constantinople in company with a Caravan going 
to Mecca. Hasan Askari has now assured the King of Delhi 
that he has certain information that the Prince Royal of 
Persia has fully taken possession of and occupied Bushire, and 
that he has entirely expelled the Christians or rather has not 
left one alive there, and has taken many of them prisoners, 
and that very soon indeed, the Persian Army will advance by 
the way of Candahar and Gabul towards Delhi. He told the 
King also that His Majesty was altogether too careless about 
corresponding with the King of Persia. The King then gave 

5. A medicant living near Delhi Gate; held in great esteem by the Royal 

family. 
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Hasan Askari 20 Gold Mohurs, and requested him speedily to 
despatch letters to Persia, and directed him to give the *Gold 
Mohurs to the man who should take the letters, for the 
expenses of his journey. Hasan Askari accordingly took the 
money and returned to his house and has prepared four men 
to carry the letters, making them assume the coloured gar¬ 
ments of religious mendicants, and it is reported that they 
will leave for Persia in a day or two. The petitioner has not 
been able to ascertain their names. In the Palace, but more 
especially in the portion of it constituting the personal apart¬ 
ments of the King, the subject of conversation night and day, 
is the early arrival of the Persians. Hasan Askari has, more¬ 
over, impressed the King with the belief that he has learned, 
through a divine revelation, that the dominion of the King 
of Persia will, to a certainty, extend to Delhi, or rather over 
the whole of Hindustan, and that the splendour of the 
sovereignty of Delhi will again revive, as the sovereign of 
Persia will bestow the crown on the King. Throughout the 
palace, but particularly to the King, this belief has been the 
cause of great rejoicing, so much so that prayers are offered 
and vows are made, while at the same time Hasan Askari has 
entered upon the daily performance, at an hour and-a-half 
before sunset, of a course of propitiatory ceremonies to 
expedite the arrival of the Persians and the expulsion of the 
Christians. It has been arranged that every Thursday, 
several trays of victuals, wheat-meal, oil, money in copper 
coin, and cloth should be sent by the King in aid of these 
ceremonies, and they are accordingly brought to Hasan Askari. 
Some of the higher functionaries of the Government, drawn 
into a faith in this man by his frauds and deceptions, are in 
the habit of visiting his house, and consider his words and 
actions entitled to the greatest reliance. Where would be the 
use in my naming these traitors ? May the Almighty God 
confound the enemies of the Government ! Your petitioner 
keeps learning these matters from certain of his friends who 
have admittance to the presence of this King of Delhi, and 
who are moreover in the habit of visiting Hasan Askari also. 
Actuated by good will, I have communicated the above 
particulars. It rests in the province of the ever-enduring 
Government to make necessary and effectual arrangements. 
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Petition of the well-wisher Muhammad Darwesh. Dated 24th 
March 1857. Seal of “Fakir Muhammad Darwesh”. 

Witness examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Did you know a man at Delhi of the name of 
Muhammad Hasan Askari^ a priest by descent ? 

Answer—YeSf I did, he lived near the Delhi Gate, and used 
to visit the King very frequently. 

Question —How long ago is it since you saw him ? 

Answer —I saw him last some twenty days before the English 
Troops re-took Delhi. 

Question —Do you know where he went to, or what became 
of him ? 

Answer —No, I do not. 

Question —At what time were his visits so frequent to the 
King, and do you know about what time he was first intro¬ 
duced to the King’s presence ? 

Answer —He was first introduced about four years ago. A 
daughter of the King became a disciple of his, and she spoke 
so highly of his sanctity that the King employed him during 
his illness to pray for him, and send him charms to effect his 
recovery, and within the last two or three years his visits to 
the King became very frequent. This daughter used to live 
at the Delhi Gate in a house adjoining Hasan Askari, and it 
was commonly reported that she was also his mistress. 

Question —Did this man Hasan Askari pretend to possess 
miraculous powers, or to be able to foretell future events ? 

Answer —He used to interpret dreams, and also foretell 
coming events, and professed to be inspired. 

Question —Do you kxiow whether he ever predicted any thing 
relative to the war which was then being waged between the 
English and the King of Persia ? 

Answer —Not while the war between the British and Persians 
was going on; but two years ago he got 400 Rupees from the 
prisoner, which were given to a man who it was said was 
going to Mecca; but it afterwards transpired that he had not 
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gone on the Mecca pilgrimage, but had proceeded to the King 
of Persia. The man’s name was Sidi Kambar; he was an 
Abyssinian, and I suppose came from Abyssinia. 

Question —Do you know why it was given out that this man 
was going to Mecca, when his real destination was to the King 
of Persia ? 

Answer —I cannot account for the deception, I was told 
by one of the Court spies, by Jattu or Jat Mall®, that Hasan 
Askari had sent this man to Persia instead of Mecca, and on 
making enquiries from some of the Court servants, I found 
this information was correct. 

Question —Did you ever hear of what was the object of this 
man’s mission to Persia ? 

Answer —No; but I heard from Kuli Khan and Basant, two 
of the King’s body servants, that Hasan Askari had given Sidi 
Kambar some papers at night time, attested with the King’s 
seal, and sent him off to Persia. 

Question —Was the war between tlie Persians and British 
frequently the subject of conversation at the Delhi Palace, and 
did the King appear much interested in the issue of it ? 

Answer —No, it was not particularly the subject of conversa¬ 
tion : the Native newspaper coming into the palace used to 
contain particulars of its progress, and the King never seemed 
to me to evince any marked interest either one way or the 
other. 

Question —Did this war, among the Mussulman population 
of Delhi generally, excite much interest, and was it looked 
upon as a religious war ? 

Answer —No, the Mussulmans of Delhi are Sunnis, and those 
of Persia are Shiahs; the former did not consequently take 
much interest in the war. 

Question —Are you aware whether in March last, viz-i about 
ten months ago, the King gave Hasan Askari 20 Gold Mohurs 
for any particular purpose ? 

6. A news writer; probably a double agent of both Bahadur Shah and the 

English. 
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Answer —He used to give him money; but I don’t know on 
what account, or on what particular occasion. 

Question —Have you ever heard of any men being sent 
from here to Constantinople in company with a Caravan going 
to Mecca ? 

Answer —No, I never heard of any men being sent to 
Constantinople on any occasion. 

Qjiestion —Do you know any one at Delhi under the title of 
Muhammad Darwesh ? 

Answer —No, I do not. 

Question —Was there any document purporting to bear the 
seal of the King of Persia pasted up on the Jama Masjid 
or other part of the City of Delhi a few months prior to the 
outbreak ? 

Answer —Yes, a few months before the outbreak, I heard 
that d paper pui porting to be a proclamation from the King 
of Persia, was pasted on the Jama Masjid. 

Qiiestion —Did you ever hear how the paper came there ? 

Answer —No, but I heard the contents were such as would 
have been written by the sect of Mohammedans called Shiahs. 

Question —Was it generally supposed that the document was 
a genuine one ? 

Answer — People were not certain about its authenticity: they 
generally seemed to doubt it. 

Question —What was the purport of the document ? 

Answer —I heard that it exhorted all classes of Mohamme¬ 
dans to set aside their sectarian differences, and to combine 
as one body of Mohammedans at the present time, and be 
ready to fight under the same banner, should there be any 
cause for so doing. 

Question —Did not this document create a great discussion 
and sensation in the City ? 

Answer —No, not to any very great extent. 

Question — Did you hear this document talked of in the 
Palace, or by the Prisoner ? 
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Answer —The Prisoner never spoke of it before me; but 4 
heard alluded to by a few other persons in the Palace. 

Question —Did the annexation of Oudh by the Company 
cause much feeling of dissatisfaction among the Mussulman 
population of Delhi ? 

Answer —No, it caused no dissatisfaction whatever : on the 
contrary, the Mussulmans of Delhi were very much pleased 
with it, as the people of Lucknow being Shiahs, had killed 
Moulavec Amir Ali, who was a Syed and a Sunni. 

Question —Were any other notices or warnings pasted up on 
the Jama Masjid a short time before the outbreak, intimating 
dissatisfaction on the part of the Mussulmans ? 

Answer —I don’t recollect any. 

Question —Did the Native Newspapers at Delhi, any time 
before the rebellion, urge the necessity or propriety of a reli¬ 
gious war against the English ? 

Answer —No, they never did : had such been done, the 
Government Officer would have noticed it. 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

Paper marked A is now read in the original Persian by the 
Interpreter. 

The Court at 4 P.M. adjourns till 11 A.M. to-morrow. 
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Seventh Day’s Proceedings 


Wednesday, February 3rd, 1858 

The Court re^assembled this morning at 11 A.M., in the 
Hall of Special Audience, in the Palace at Delhi, pursuant to 
adjournment of yesterday. 

The President, Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge 
Advocate General are all present. 

The Prisoner is brought into Court attended by his assistant 
Ghulam Abbas. 

Ahsan Ulla Khan, Physician, is re-called into Court, and is 
examined on his former affirmation. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —You have heard the petition of Muhammad 
Darwesh read. Do you know any thing of the trays of food, 
wheat-meal, oil, money in copper 6oin and cloth said to have 
been sent by the King in aid of the ceremonies performed by 
Hasan Askari ? 

Yes, all these things were usually sent; but I do 
not know that they were sent for the special purpose mentioned 
in the petition. 
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Qjiesiion —You have mentioned that Jat Mall was one of 
the Court spies, did the King pay him for news given ? 

Answer —No, he was not a servant of the King; he was 
news-writer on the part of the British Government. 

Question —How was it then that you came to get secret 
information from him, and how, being known as Government 
news-writer, was it that this man was entrusted with such a 
secret ? 

Answer —Jat Mall used to go about the Palace collecting all 
sorts of news, and having heal d the matter, asked me what 
I knew of it, at which time I was quite ignorant of the subject, 
and it was only subsequently that I heard it confirmed. 

The witness withdraws. 

Jat Mall, formerly news-writer to the Lieutenant-Governor 
at Agra, is called into Court, and duly affirmed. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Did you know a man of the name of Hasan Askari 
here ? 

Answer —Yes, I did. 

Question —Was he frequently in attendance on the Prisoner ? 

Answer —Yes. 

Question —Relate what you know of his transactions with 
the King ? 

Answer —He used to come and repeat incantations over the 
King, and after praying, breathe on him : he used also to 
profess to be possessed of miraculous gifts from heaven, the gift 
of prophecy, the power of interpreting dreams, i.e.y — (The 
Prisoner here voluntarily declares his belief that Hasan Askari did 
really possess the powers here attributed to /u'mj,—Hasan Askari 
used to declare that he was frequently audibly addressed from 
heaven; he used to come daily to the Prisoner at various hours 
just as he was sent for, and frequently used to come uninvited— 
especially in the evening, when he would have secret audiences 
with the King. 



DELHI IN 1857 


169 


Question —Did you ever hear any particular dream which 
this man Hasan Askari interpreted to the King ? 

Answer —Yes, about the time that the Persian forces came 
to Herat, I heard tliat Hasan Askari communicated one of his 
own dreams to the King to the affect that he had seen a 
hurricane approaching from the West, which was followed by 
a great flood of water devastating the country; that it passed 
over, and that he noticed that the King suffered no incon¬ 
venience from it, but was borne up over the flood seated on 
his couch. The way in which Hasan Askari interpreted this 
dream was that the King of Persia with his army would 
annihilate the British power in the East, would restore the 
King to his ancient throne and reinstate him in his kingdom, 
and at the same time the infidels, meaning the British, would 
be all slaughtered. 

Question —Do you know whether, through the means of this 
man Hasan Askari, letters were sent to the King of Persia or 
communications kept up with him ? 

Answer —Yes, I do know that letters used to be sent. About 
a year and-a-half or two years ago, a kafilald was going to 
Mecca. A man of the name of Sidi Kambar, who was chief 
of the Abyssinians in the Palace, asked permission to accom¬ 
pany it as a pilgrim. This was granted, and according to 
the custom on such occasions, he was given a year’s pay in 
advance, and it was said at the time that according to a usage 
common to the Mahomedans, the Prisoner had sent a petition, 
addressed to God, to be posted up on his account on the walls 
of the shrine at Mecca. After some eight or nine days, 1 
heard that Sidi Kambar’s going to Mecca was only a pretence, 
and that in reality he had started direct for Persia with letters 
from the King of Delhi to the King of Persia. I heard this 
from Khwaja Bakhsh, a messengeri of the King’s and from 
one of the Prisoner’s armed personal attendants whose name 
I do not recollect. I acquainted Captain Douglas with this 
matter at the time, who said it was a very serious business, 
atld directed me to make every possible enquiry about it, 


1. Caravan. 
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because such correspondence on the part of the King of Qelhi, 
with the King of Persia was interdicted. I accordingly asked 
Ahsan Ullah Khan, the physician, the particulars, as he was 
fully entrusted with the direction of all private matters that 
required to be written. Ahsan Ullah Khan denied having 
any information on this subject, and declared that if anything 
of the kind had happened, it was without his knowledge. I 
communicated this to Captain Douglas, and still continued my 
enquiries, and some twenty days afterwards 1 learned, I forget 
now from whom, that Haidar Husein, Commandant of the 
Prisoners’ Artillery, and Hassan Askari, had some letters 
written, and having them authenticated, in some way, had 
them despatched to Persia by Sidi Kambar. I communicated 
this to Captain Douglas, and explained to him that as it was 
known that the circumstances had reached his ears, the people 
about the Prisoner were on their guard in speaking of it, and 
that therefore I could elicit nothing further. I also suggested 
to Captain Douglas that arrangements might be made for 
intercepting Sidi Kambar beyond Lahore. He, however, 
replied that there could be no certainly as to which route he 
had taken, and said it would be useless to take any steps 
about it. 

Question —Was the subject of the war with Persia much 
talked of by the King and those about the Palace ? 

Answer —Yes, it was a frequent subject of conversation both 
in the palace and in the City. 

Question —Do you know whether it was talked of and 
referred to in the light of a religious war or one through 
which the Mahomedans of this City were to be restored to 
power ? 

Answer —Yes, that was the general impression throughout 
the country, but some who were better informed knew and 
used to say, that the King of Persia was not by any means able 
to cope with the English. 

Question —Do you know whether any communications were 
ever attempted or made from the Prisoner or others in his 
confidence to the Native Officers or Sepoys of the -Company’s 
Army ? 
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Answer —No, I never heard of any commun'cation originat¬ 
ing with the Prisoner or his confidential Agents, except in one 
instance about 3J years ago, when some ten or twelve 
Mahomedans on one occasion, and four or five on another, 
came to the Prisoner, offering to become his disciples, a request 
which the Piisoner complied with. This had not gone far 
when the late Sir Theophilus Metcalfe heard of it, and 
immediately took measures to check the practice. 

Question —Was the annexation of Oudh^ by the Company 
much discussed by the King or the inmates of the Palace, and 
if so, what was the light in which they viewed it ? 

Answer —No, I only heard the annexation spoken of twice,- 
once when the Troops were going down towards Gawnpore, 
on which occasion the Prisoner asked Mr. Fraser and Captain 
Douglas if Oudh was to be annexed. They both stated that 
they had no information on the point; but about a month 
after it was reported generally that the annexation had taken 
place. 

Qjieslion —Did Hasan Askari ever predict anything as 
to the King’s length of life, or his future success against the 
English ? 

Answer —Yes, he told the King that he had assigned twenty 
years of his own life to prolong that of the King but I never 
heard that he predicted such success against the English 
beyond what I have mentioned as the interpretation of his 
dream. 

Question —Did you ever hear any thing talked of in the 
Palace about the centenary of the battle ofPIassey, or was there 
any prophecy that the English rule would terminate at the end 
of 100 years from its commencement ? 

Answer—Noy I never heard of it. 

Question —Were you aware that the Regiments of the East 
India Company at Delhi were in any way dissatisfied before 
they broke out into mutiny ? 


2. 1856. 
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Answer —There was an evident feeling of disafr(^ction 
among them fro.a the little I could observe myself passing in 
and out of the Palace. Some twenty or twenty-five days 
before the outbreak, the Sepoys used to talk among themselves 
about the burning of the houses at Ambala, coupling tlie 
circumstances with the greased cartridges and avowing their 
determination not to use them. 

Qiicslion —Was this subject, viz-, the disaffection of the 
Sepoys, discussed in the Palace ? 

Answer —Yes, the burning of the houses, and the general 
disaffection of the Troops, on account of the greased cartridges, 
used to be commonly spoken of in the Palace; but I never 
heard it referred to by or before the King. I heard a few 
days before the outbreak from some of the Sepoys of the Gate 
of the Palace, that it had been arranged in case greased cart¬ 
ridges were pressed upon them, that the Meerut Troops were 
to come here, where they would be joined by the Delhi 
Troops, and it was said that this compact had been arranged 
through some Native Officers, who went over on Court Martial 
duty to Meerut. 

Qjieslion —Did you mentiort or report this to any one ? 

Ansiver —No, it was a Military matter, and I did not like to 
speak about it; my reports were all confined to subjects 
immediately connected with the King. 

Question —Were you here when the mutinous Troops came 
from Meerut ? 

Answer —I was at my own house in Delhi when I heard 
that some of the Cavalry from Meerut had killed the Toll 
Collector at the Salimpur Bridge, and burnt the Toll-house. 
I, however, did not credit the report, and went on writing 
my news-letter. Having completed it, I came to the Palace, 
and I then learned that Captain Douglas, Mr. Fraser, Mr. 
Hutchinson, the Magistrate, and Mr. Nixon, the Head Clerk 
of the Commissioner’s Office, had gone in the direction of the 
Calcutta Gate, to make arrangements against the^ Mutineers. 

I consequently followed them, and there saw that they had 
the Calcutta Gate, viz-, the one nearest to the Bridge of Boats, 



DELHI IN 1857 


173 


closed. Wliile occupied there, some one happened to report 
that tlie Mutineers had entered the City by the Zinat-ul- 
Masjid Gate, and were then in Darya Ganj, and had already 
fired the Staging Bungalow, and certainly the smoke was then 
visible. This was about 8 o’clock in the morning, and just 
afterwards I saw three of the Company’s Cavalry coming 
from the direction of Darya Ganj, pursuing at a gallop some 
European gentlemen, at whom one of them fired his pistol 
as they came up, but missed his aim. This gentleman rode 
on in the direction of the Magazine and escaped. Just then 
Mr. Ftaser took a musket from one of the Constabulary Guard 
at the Gate, and shot one of the Troopers; the other Troopers 
then shot the horse of the man who had been killed, and 
Mr. Fraser then got into his buggy®, accompanied by Captain 
Douglas and Mr. Hutchinson, both on foot, proceeded in the 
direction of the Palace. Mr. Hutchinson had by this time 
been wounded in the right arm just above the elbow, by a 
pistol shot from one of the Troopers, and while Mr. Fraser 
was proceeding to the Palace some more Troopers had at rived, 
ar:d one of these coming up behind fired his pistol, but missed 
Mr. Fraser. At this time Bakhtawar, who was an Orderly 
Chaprassy of Captain Douglas, was seated behind the buggy 
of Mr. Fraser Captain Douglas, seeing that he was surrounded 
by these Troopers, jumped into the Fort ditch, and in doing 
so fell upon some loose stones and was much hurt in conse¬ 
quence. The Troopers by this time began to disperse in 
pursuit of the Europeans in all directions, so getting an 
opportunity, Bakhtawar and other Native Government servants 
took Captain Douglas out of the Fort ditch in a state of 
insensibility, and carried him to his apartments over the Palace 
Gate. When he recovered his speech and senses a little, he 
issued instructions to people about him to bring in Mr. 
Hutchinson, who had also been wounded, which was done. 
Mr. Fraser, who was walkirig in the covered way below 
adjoining the Lahore Gate of the Palace, accompanied by some 
gentlemen who had only that morning arrived from Calcutta, 
directed Pran Messenger to go and procure two cannons from 
the King. Pran had just left on this errand, and Mr. Fraser 
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had just come under the centre opening of the covered %vay, 
when by this time a great crowd of men and boys of all ages 
having collected, began clapping their hands as a kind of 
insolent bravado at what was occuiring. Mr. Fraser, seeing 
such marked feelings of hostility, began to return to Captain 
Douglas’ quarters, and as he reached the foot of the stairs, 
Haji lapidary raised his sword to make a cut at him. Mr. 
Fraser, who had a sheathed sword in his hand, turned sharply 
round, and thrust at him, with the sword in its sheath, saying 
to the Havildar of the Gate Guards. “What kind of behaviour 
is this ?” Upon which the Havildar made a show of driving 
off the crowd : but no sooner was Mr. Fraser’s back turned, 
than the Havildar nodded with his head to the lapidary, to 
signify to him that now he should renew his attack. The 
lapidary, thus encouraged, rushed upon Mr. Fraser, and 
inflicted a deep and mortal wound on the right side of his 
neck. Mr. Fraser at once fell, when three other men of the 
names of Khalak Dad, a Cabuli Pathan, Moghal Beg or 
Moghaljan, and Sheikh Din Muhammad, who had been 
concealed in an out-house adjoining, rushed out and cut him 
with their swords, over the head, face and chest till he was 
quite dead. Sheikh Din Muhammad was an armed ordeily 
in the King’s pay, and Khalak Dad and Moghal Beg were 
also armed retainers of Mahboob Ali Khan the King’s Prime 
Minister. These three men, after having despatched Mr. 
Fraser, followed by a crowd of others, ran upstairs, to Captain 
Douglas’ apartments over the Palace Gate. After they had 
arrived at the second landing place, a servant of Government 
in attendance on Captain Douglas, by name Makhan, told 
him of the circumstances, and was ordered to close the stair¬ 
case. While this was being done on the North side of the 
apartment numbers of the crowd rushed in by a corresponding 
staircase on the Southern side, and came down and forced 
open the door which Makhan bad closed, and thus gave 
admission to the armed crowd, headed by the three men 
already mentioned as having cut Mr. Fraser when he had 
fallen. These people successively murdered Captain Douglas, 
Mr. Hutchinson, the Collector, the Reverend Mr. Jennings, 
Miss Jennings and Miss Clifford, ali of whom were in (!!iaptain 
Douglas* apartments. The stranger who had arrived that mor* 
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ning from Calcutta contrived to get out on the ramparts of the 
Palace wall, and had gone unobserved as far as Mirza Kochak*s 
house near the Delhi Gate of the Palace, when he was fired at 
by somebody, and wounded in the shoulder. On this he retraced 
his steps, and was eventually cut down at the foot of the 
Southern staircase leading to Captain Douglas’ apartments. 
All these murders w'ere committed in about quarter of an 
hour. The details, as given here, I collected from Makhan, 
Bakhtawar, Pran and Kishan, servants of the Government in 
attendance at the time on Captain Douglas; but of the circum¬ 
stances up to the death of Mr. Fraser, I was myself an eye¬ 
witness. 

It being 4 P.M., the Court adjourned till Friday, the 5th 
instant, at 11 A.M. 
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Eighth Day’s Proceedings 


Fkihay, February 5th, 1858 

I'lie Court re-assetubled this morning in the Hall of Special 
Audience in the Palace at Delhi, pursuant to adjournment of 
Wednesday. 

'File Piesident, Meinbeis, Interpreter and Deputy Judge 
Advocate Gcneial are all present 

The Prisoner, attended by his Counsel, is brought into 
Court 

The Witness Jat Mall is re-callcd into Court, and reminded 
of his former affirmation. 

Qjiestion —After the Europeans in Captain Douglas’ apart¬ 
ments had been murdered what did the populace or soldiery 
proceed to do ? 

Answer —Immediately after the mvrrder of the Europeans, I 
went to my home in the City, and did not come to the Palace 
again for several days. 

Qjiestion —When did the King assume the reins of Govern¬ 
ment ? and was a Royal Salute fired on the occasion ? 

Answer —He began to take possession of the Government 
stores, vi^., the Gunpowder outside the City, and all the 
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Ordnance Arms, &c., in the Magazine on the second or tlurd 
day after the arrival of the Meerut Troops, and in a week or 
so, began generally to issue Royal orders to the different 
Departments, and to receive petitions on Government busitiess. 
A salute of 21 Guns was certainly fired during the night of the 
Wth of M-ay* but lam not certain what vtas the occasion of 
it. Some said it was the salute to the Colours of the Regi¬ 
ments come from Meerut, and some said that the Prisoner 
had gone into Salimgarh, and the Guns had been fired as a 
Salute to him. 

Question —When was Mirza Moghal appointed Commander- 
in-Chief ? 

Answer —He was virtually Gomroander-in*Chief from seven 
or eight days after the outbreak, inasmuch as the Native 
Officers used to go to consult and confer with him, and receive 
their orders from him; but it was not till a month had elapsed, 
that he was publicly proclaimed and received his dress of 
honour. On the same occasion the other sons of the King, 
and grandsons of the King were severally made Generals and 
Colonels, each receiving their diess of honour. 

Question —What pait did Hasan Askaii act during the time 
of the rebellion; was he one of the King’s chief counsellors ? 

Answer —He continued in the same position with reference 
to tlie King as formerly, and did not appear to take any such 
active part in the rebellion as to be particularly remarkable. 
A daughter of the Prisoner was avowedly a disciple of Hasan 
Askari; but people generally said that there was an improper 
intimacy between them. 

Question —Do you know whether any ladders were taken 
from the Palace for the purpose of scaling the Magazine ? 

Answer —I heard that scaling ladders were used at the 
Magazine; but I don’t know where they were brought from. 

Question —Did you ever hear of the circulation of Ghapaties 
about the country some months before the outbreak; and if so, 
what was supposed to be the meaning of this ? 

Answer—Yes, I did hear of the circumstances. Some people 
said, that it was a propitiatory observance to avert soni^ impend¬ 
ing calamity; others that they were circulated by the Govern* 
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ment to signify that the population throughout the country 
would be compelled to use the same food as the Christians, 
and thus be deprived of their religion; while others again said, 
that the Ghapaties were circulated to make it known that 
Government was determined to force Christianity on the 
country by interfering with their food, and intimation of it was 
thus given, that they might be prepared to resist the attempt. 

Qjiestion —Is sending such articles about the country a 
custom among the Hindus or Mussulmans; and would the 
meaning to be at once understood witliout any accompanying 
explanation ? 

d«itt>rr~No, it is not by any means a custom; I am 50 
years old, and never heard of such a tiring before. 

Question —Did you ever hear that any message was sent 
with the Ghapaties ? 

An'wer —No, I never heard of any. 

Question —Were these Ghapaties chiefly circulated by 
Muhammadans or Hindus ? 

Answer —They were circulated indiscriminately, without 
reference to either religioir, among the peasantry of the 
country. 

Question —When did you first return to the Palace after the 
11 th of May ? 

Answer —I had heard a report in the city that the Europeans 
were to be slaughtered. I don’t know the exact date, but it 
was some seven or eight days after the outbreak; and I got into 
the Palace among the crowd. This was about 8 o’clock in the 
morning. On my reaching the first court-yard of the Palace, 

I saw the Europeans seated in a row, with their hands tied 
behind their backs along the edge of the square reservoir, and 
also along the small canal leadirrg to it; there were men, women 
and children. Shortly after I anived, one of the Meerut 
Cavaliy Mutineers fiied a pistol at them. He was standing 
at the same distance on horse-back. The shot missed the 
Europeans and hit one of the King’s sepoys, who was 
standing some way off behind them. This man died in con- 
sequence, and owing to this accident, the ciowd decided on 
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killing the Europeans with swords The King’s retainer^ as 
well as some of the Mutineers drew their swoids to carr y out 
this resolve; but I had not nerve to stay and witness the 
execution, so went home, and subsequently heard that lliey 
had all been slaughtered by the King’s servants and tire mu¬ 
tinous soldiery. 

Question —Were any guns fired as a token of joy on the 
occasion ? 

Answer —No, I heard none. 

Qiiestion —Did the Prisoner give his consent to the murder 
of these Europeans ? 

Answer —On the first day of the soldiery making a request 
that the Europeans should be executed, the King refused his 
sanction; but it was said that <m the day following, Basant Ali 
Khan, a personal attendant of the Kitrg, and a marr notorious 
for his savage dispositiorr, went among the soldiers and 
instigated them to insist on the murder of the Europearrs. 
They did so, and the King oideietl the Europeans to be given 
up to them; at least this is what I subsequently heard at my 
own house. On the morning of the massacre, Basant Ali Khan 
is stated to have stood in tire court-yard of the Hall of Special 
Audience, and to have called out loudly, that the King had 
sanctioned the slaughter of the Europeans, and that the 
personal armed retainers ol the Prisoner were directed to go 
and assist in carrying it into effect. 

Question —In your opinion, (ould the King, had he been 
anxious to do so, have saved the Europeans, especially the 
women and children ? 

Answer —I heard in the city that the King did wish to save 
the Europeans, particularly the women and children, but that 
he was overruled by the violence of the soldiery, and had not 
the firmness to oppose them 

Question —Was there not ample room for the women and 
children in the apartments occupied by the females of the 
King’s Establishments, and would not the European women and 
children have been safe there ? 
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Answer —Certainly tlieie was abundance of room, 500 people 
might have been concealed, and been safe there; there are also 
several secret recesses and crypts, which, had the rebels even 
dared to violate the sanctity of the women’s apartments, would 
have escaped all search. 

Qjiestion —Were you picscnt in Delhi during the whole siege 
by the British ? 

Answer — I continued in Deliii for three months and a 
quarter after the outbreak, when the King’s people began to 
search for servants of the British Government on suspicion of 
sending intelligence to the English. I then made my escape 
from the city, and did not return till some time after the city 
had been re-taken. 

Qiiestion —Are you aware whether any other Europeans 
were murdered after the massacre of those in the Palace ? 

Answer —No, I don’t know that there were any left to be 
rnut dered; but before the massacre above described, I heard 
tl)at some 38 or 40 had defended themselves in some under- 
giound recess, and being starved out, were killed about two or 
three days after the outbreak. 

Qiiestion —Did you ever hear tlie Sepoys allege any other 
ground of complaint besides that of the greased cartridges ? 

Answer —No, I never did. 

Question —How did the Sepoys generally speak of the 
Company’s Government during the siege ? 

Ansu'er —Tlic soldiety generally talked of the Government 
with bitter complaints of the attempt on their caste and 
religion, and always avowed their intention to kiil Europeans 
whenever they met tltem. Those, however, who were wound¬ 
ed, contrasted the neglect with which they were treated in 
Delhi, with the care they would have experienced under 
similar circumstances, had they been fighting foi the English. 

Question —Do you think there was any difference between 
the Mahomedans and Hindus in regard to their feelings for or 
against the English Government ? 

Answer —Yes, certainly; the Mahomedans as a body were 
well pleased at the overthrow of the British Government, while 
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the merchants and respectable tradesmen among the Hindus 
regretted it. 

Question —Was there no difference of feeling on this point 
among the Mahomedans and Hindu soldiery; were both 
equally bitter against the English Government ? 

Answer —The general feeling throughout the Army was the 
same, both among the Hindus and Mahomedans. 

Question —Do you think the arrival of the soldiery from 
Meerut was expected in the Palace ? 

Answer —Yes, they were expected. Letters came in from 
Meerut on Sunday, bringing intelligence that 82 soldiers had 
been imprisoned, and that a serious disturbance was to take 
place in consequence. Owing to this the guards at the gate 
of the Palace made no secret of their intentions, but spoke 
openly of what they expected to occur, which was that some of 
the troops after mutinying at Meerut would come over to 
Delhi. 

Question —Have you any means of knowing whether this was 
communicated or made known to the Prisoner at this time ? 

Answer —No, I have not. 

Question —Gan you judge from any circumstances that 
occurred either at the time or afterwards, that the Prisoner had 
any foreknowledge of the coming of the troops from Meerut ? 

Answer —Nothing came under my observation either before 
or afterwards from which I could draw such a conclusion. 

Cross-examined by Prisoner 

Question —You stated in your evidence the day before yester¬ 
day, that a gentleman who tried to make his escape in the 
direction of Mirza Kochak’s house, was wounded by a shot 
there, do you know whether Mirza Kochak was in his house 
at the time ? 

Answer —No, I can’t speak to particulars of this kind. 

Question —Do you know whether the people who murdered 
Mr. Fraser were encouraged to do so by me, or were they 
instigated to the act by the Army ? 
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Answer —As far as I know the King had not had time to 
hear of the murder bcfoi e it was committed; the rioters were 
sufficiently disposed to murder, and being encouraged by the 
Army perpetrated it at once. 

Question —Did you he ir that I expressed a wish to have the 
corpses of the murdered Europeans removed, and that the 
soldiery would not allow me ? 

Answer —No, I have no knowledge on the subject. 

Question —Do you know whether I gave the order to my 
armed retainers to assist in slaying the Europeans, or did 
Basant Ali Khan falsely gave out that I had done so ? 

Answer —I can’t say. 

Examined by Court 

Qjiestion —At the time you saw the Europeans bound before 
being slaughtered, did you observe that any of the King’s 
confidential servants or officers were present ? 

Answer —No, I saw none of these in the court-yard; but 
Mirza Moghal, one of the King’s sons, was standing on the 
roof of his house overlooking the court-yard, and at the same 
time other sons and two grandsons of the King were standing 
on their houses, apparently for the purpose of witnessing the 
massacre. 

Question —Did you observe that any of these made any 
attempt to save the women and children from being murdered, 
or otherwise ? 

Answer —No, they appeared to be spectators. It had been 
determined that the massacre was to take place, and there was 
no necessity for their urging execution of it. 

The Witness withdraws. 

Captain Forrest, Assistant Commissary of Ordnance, is 
called into Court and duly sworn. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Were you in Delhi on the 11th of last May ? 
Answer —I was. 
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Question —Did you on that occasion see any of the mutinous 
soldiery from Meerut ? 

Answer —I did. I first saw them, viz., some Cavalry in front 
(nearly a Regiment) followed by the llth and 20th Regiments 
of Native Infantry crossing the Br idge on tlie road from 
Meerut, They were coming up in rniliiary formation. I 
would say in sub-divisions of companies with fixed bayonets 
and sloped arms, at about 9 o’clock. I did not see any of 
them previous to this; but I was informed that a small portion 
of the Cavalry had arrived on the Delhi side of the Bridge 
much earlier, viz., about 7 o’clock. I was in the Magazine 
at the time I saw tlie troops pissing over tlie Bridge, having 
gone there a short time before in consequence of a communi¬ 
cation which Sir Theophilus Metcalfe made tome, to the effect 
that the Mutineers were expected in from Meerut, and he 
wished to me to get two guns out of the Magazine, so as to 
place them in position, to sweep the Bridge and prevent the 
Mutineers from crossing; but there were no cattle to draw out 
the guns, neither were there any Artillerymen to man them, so 
Lieutenant Willoughby concurred with me in thinking the 
best plan would be to close the Magazine gates, and defend 
the place as long as we could; and we thought that if we 
could hold the Magazine till the evening, the European Troops 
would be certain to arrive from Meerut and relieve us. Between 
the hours of 9 and 10, a Subadar of the 38th Native Infantry, 
who was Commanding the Magazine Guard outside, informed 
me through an aperture, that the King of Delhi had sent a 
guard to take possession of the Magazine, and to bring all 
the Europeans there up to his Palace, and that if they did not 
consent to this, none of them were to be allowed to leave the 
Magazine. I did not see the guard at this time, but I 
saw the man who had brought this message. He was 
a well dressed Mussulman. We told the Subadar of the 
Guard that he was to pay no attention to any orders 
he might receive from any one, unless it was Lieutenant 
Willoughby or myself; but we held no communication 
with, nor did we design any answer to the man who had 
brought the above message. Shortly after the above, a Native 
Officer in the King’s service arrived with a strong ^hard of 
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the King’s own soldiers in their uniform, and told the above- 
mentioned Subadar and tlie non-Gommissioned Officers, that 
he was sent down by the King to relieve them of duty. The 
same orders were given to the Subadar by myself to pay no 
attention to such authority. At this time the Native Officer 
who had come down with a strong Detachment of the King’s 
Soldiers, placed guards of about 12 men under a non-Com- 
missioned Officer over each gate of the Magazine These 
men took up their posts in regular military style, posted their 
arms, received their orders and behaved altogether like regular 
soldiers. They were all in the full uniform of the King. This 
was some time between 10 and 11 in the morning, about an 
hour after which the door-keeper on the outside of the gate 
called out that he wished to speak either to Lieutenant 
Willoughby or myself. We both approached the gate together, 
when the man and sentry at the gate both informed us that 
the King of Delhi had sent people to carry away the whole of 
the Government stores there on the outside of the gate, and 
that they were unable to prevent them. To this neither 
Lieutenant Willoughby or myself gave any answer; but on 
looking through the gate we could distinctly see the stores 
being removed. Ihe men who were employed in this work 
were common labourers, superintended and controlled by a 
guard of the King’s soldiers in their own tegular uniform. 
Shortly after this, the Subadar of our guard again expressed 
a wish to see either Lieutenant Willoughby or myself, we 
accordingly went to him. He told us that a messenger had 
come from the King to say that if we didn’t immediately open 
the gates, that he would have scaling ladders sent down to 
scale the wall, and these ladders shortly afterwards arrived, 
and were placed against the south-eastern turret or corner 
of the Magazine. The Native Establishments of the Magazine 
observing this immediately ascended by a sloped shed on the 
inside of the wall, gained the ladders, and made their escape 
out of the Magazine. This being done, the mutineers without 
delay ascended the ladders, and commenced attacking us 
inside the Magazine, which they continued to do till ^ past 
3 in the evening. As they ascended the ladder, they gained 
admission into the small turret, and as soon as a sufficient 
number was collected, and were about descending into the 
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Magazine, we opened on them with grape from four field 
pieces, using two at a time, and keeping two loaded in reserve. 
There was only Mr. Buckley and myself to man these guns. 
Two guns, however, were placed at the other gate of the 
Magazine double charged, under Sub-conductor Crow and 
Serjeant Edwards; they remained with lighted matches in their 
hands, with orders from Lieutenant Willoughby not to fire till 
the gate was forced. Both these men were killed in the Maga¬ 
zine. Another gun was placed on the river face under charge of 
Conductor Shaw who escaped to the main-guard at the Cash- 
mere Gate, after the Magazine was exploded, and was there 
shot by a sepoy of the 54th N.I. Lieutenants Willoughby and 
Raynor were active, going from post to post, giving such 
orders as were required, superintending the defence, and also 
personally assisting in it. During the time this was going on. 
Lieutenant Willoughby and myself frequently went to the gate 
which was close by, ai»d asked who was leading or command¬ 
ing the attack, and the same answer was given us on every 
occasion, viz , a son and a grandson of the King’s were present 
organizing the attack on us; but the men who ascended the 
scaling ladders and enteied the Magazine were all sepoys of 
the 11th and 20th Regiments N. I. Another message about 
1 o’clock came in the King’s name to say, that if we did not 
surrender, he would mine and blow up a part of the wall, 
which was known to be weak and so effect in entrance. 

It being 4 o’clock, the Court adjourns till 11 A.M. to¬ 
morrow* 
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Ninth Day’s Proceedings 


Saturday, February 6th, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this day in the Hall of Special 
Audience in the Palace at Delhi. 

The President, Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge 
Advocate General are all present. 

The Prisoner, attended by his attorney Ghulam Abbas, is 
brought into Court. 

Captain Forrest, Assistant Commissary of Ordnance, is 
recalled and reminded of his former oath. 

Examination by Judge Advocate ( continued ) 

Question —You have narrated what occurred at the Magazine 
up to ^ past 3 o’clock. What ensued after that ? 

Answer —About that time we had expended the last rounds 
of ammunition for the field pieces, and the Magazine having 
been entered in two places, further defence was impossible. 
Conductor Buckley had been shot in the arm, and I had been 
hit twice on the hand. Lieutenant Willoughby, who com¬ 
manded in the Magazine, had, early in the morning, had 
arrangements made, to enable us to blow up the Magazine, 



188 


THE TRIAL OF BAHADUR SHAH 


should circumstances render such an extreme measure 
necessary, and now at | past 3 P.M., seeing the moment had* 
arrived to do so, he ordered the pre-concerted signal to be 
made; which was done by Mr. Conductor Buckley turning to 
where Conductor Scully was standing, and lifting his hat. 
Conductor Scully, seeing this, at once fired the Train, and 
the Magazine was blown up that same second with a fearful 
explosion, killing hundreds of the native about. Fragments 
of the building were said to have been thrown half a mile and 
upwards, and several European women and children who had 
fled to the Magazine were killed and severely injured. 
Conductor Scully was himself so dreadfully wounded that his 
final escape wa.s impossible. I saw him after the explosion, 
but his face and head were so burned and contused, that I 
don’t think life could have long remained in him. I have 
only to add to this that not one man of the Native Establish¬ 
ments in the Magazine (the Bengalee writer excepted), 
remained true to us. They all took the first opportunity of 
escaping with the arms given to them for the purpose of aiding 
us in the defence of the Magazine. Lieutenant Willoughby 
and myself escaped to the main guard at the Cashmere Gate. 
Lieutenant Raynor tind Mr. Buckley escaped in another 
direction, and finally reached Meerut; all the remainder 
were killed, either liy the explosion or after quitting the 
Magazine. Lieutenant Willoughby was killed two or three 
days afterwards, on the road to Meerut. 

Question —Did the ladder brought to scale the Magazine 
appear to be new, or made purposely for that object ? 

Answer —I could only see a foot of the ladder that 
reached above the walls, so am unable to answer these points. 

Qiiestion —Was there anything unusual in the dress or conduct 
of any of your Native Establishment at the Magazine before 
the outbreak, from which it may be inferred that they were 
cognizant of what was going to occur ? 

Answer —I noticed nothing in the dress of the men; but their 
behaviour for several days previous to the outbreak was 
insolent and overbearing, especially that of those who were 
Mahomedans. Mr. Buckley and I had both remarked this, 
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and spoken to each other about it. On the morning of the 
11th May, when I went to the Magazine, I remarked that 
the Sirdars and Durwans were well dressed, better than I 
had ever seen them before; also tlie Magazine men did not 
appear in their usual working dress, but were much cleaner. 
This I remarked at the time to Lieutenant Willotighby, who 
coincided with me, and said the circumstances had struck 
him also. 

Question —Have you any reason to suppose that any of 
your Native Establishment at the Magazine had been in 
correspondence on the subject of the cartridges with the 
Sepoys of the Army ? 

Answer —I had no suspicion of such a circumstance while 
I was at Delhi; but on reaching Meerut, and going into 
Hospital about the 19th of May on account of my wounds, I 
was asked by the Ariillery Hospital Serjeant there, (I think 
his name is Goddard), whether there had been a clever Native 
at the head of the Magazine Establishment at Delhi. I told 
him theie was, and mentioned one in particular, viz*, Karim 
Bakhsh, who was an intelligent man and also a good scholar 
capable of writing Persian well. The Seijeant then said to 
me that a Native had been to liitn that morning and informed 
him, that some one in the M.igazine at Delhi had been sending 
circulars to all the Native Regiments, to the effect that the 
<i;artridges prepared in tlie Magazine had been smeared with 
a compr^sition of fat, and that they were not to believe their 
Europeans Officers, if they said anything in contradiction of 
it This man, Karim Bakhsh, was very active during the time 
the natives were attacking the Magazine, in communicating 
with them, and so suspicious did his whole conduct seem that 
Lieutenant Willoughby ordered me to remove him from the 
gate, adding that I was to shoot him if he attempted to return 
to it This man has since been hung for his treacherous 
conduct on that occasion. 

Cross-examined by Prisoner 

r 1 

Question —What kind of uniform did the men wear whom 
you say were my soldiers, and went to claim possessipn of the 
Magazine on my account ? 
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Answer —They wore a blue dress with a forage cap and a 
small design in brass, of a gun on it ; the uniform was stich 
as I have seen for the last 30 years worn by your Artillery 
soldiers, and these men, when asked who they were, with one 
voice exclaimed, that they were your soldieis. 

Examined by the Court 

Question —Have you ever ascertained where the scaling 
ladders were brought from ? 

Answer —No, I have not. 

The witness withdraws. 

Makhan, a mace-bearer of Captain Douglas, is called into 
Court, and duly alfirmed. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Were you in attendam e on Captain Douglas on 
the 11th of last May ? 

Answer —Yes, I was present on that morning at the entrance 
into Captain Douglas’ apartments. 

Question —What did you witness on that oi casion ? 

Answer —About 7 o’clock a Cavalry soldier rode up to the 
Lahore Gate of tlie Palace, and demanded admittance to the 
interior, which the guard at the gate refused. He however 
persisted, and a report was immediately made to Captain 
Douglas, who at once went down to enquire into the matter. 
Captain Douglas asked the man what he wanted, when he 
replied that he had mutinied at Meerut, and arriving at Delhi 
had come to the guard for a drink of water and a pipe*. 
Captain Douglas gave orders to seize him, when he immedia¬ 
tely galloped off. Returning from the gate, Captain Douglas 
was yet in the covered way, when a messenger sent by the 
King met him and reported that a number of Troopers had 
arrived, and were collected under the lattices of the Palace. 
Hearing this. Captain Douglas came on at once to the Hall of 
Audience, and going to the balcony asked the Troopers what 
they wanted there. One of them replied, “We have mutinied 

1, It means to fraternize by drinking water of and AtiAiAa with one’s own 

men. 
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at Meerut, and have come here for justice”. Captain Douglas 
said, ‘'Go to the old Fort of Firozshah, and you shall have 
justice”. After this Captain Douglas returned to the Lahore 
Gate of the Palace, where he heard that Mr. Fraser was enga¬ 
ged making arrangements at the Calcutta Gate, accompanied 
by the principal Police Officers of the City, and the guard 
allowed for the protection of the Agency, and immediately 
went on to join Mr. Fraser. I and the Chaprassy present went 
with him. At the Calcutta Gate there were collected Mr. 
Fraser, Mr. Hutchinson, and two other gentlemen whose 
names I do not know. Mr. Fraser was directing and chief 
Native Police Officer of the City to take two of his Sowars and 
see that there was no laxity in the arrangements at the Gates. 
While he was there eng iged, four or five Cavalry Troopers 
were seen approaching at full speed with drawn swords from 
the direction of die Palace. One of them approached and fired 
his pistol at Mr. Fraser, who immediately jumped out of his 
buggy, while Buktawar Singh, Chaprassy, took a musket from 
the Police Guard at the gate, and handed it to his master. The 
musket was loaded, and Mr. Phraser shot the Trooper dead on 
the spot. This dispei sed the man’s comrades, who, however, 
before making off, wounded Mr. Hutchinson in the arm. An 
excessive crowd having by this time collected, Captain Douglas 
jumped into the Fort ditch, and was severely hurt in the feet 
and back by so doing. Mr. Fraser then came to the Lahore 
Gate of the Palace in his buggy, while Captain Douglas and 
Mr. Hutchinson walked along in the ditch of the Fort. On 
reaching the gate Captain Douglas had to be assisted out, and 
being considerably hurt, asked to be taken into the room 
called the Kuliyat Khana till he should recover a little from 
the shock he had received. In the meantime, the Reverend 
Mr. Jennings came down to him, and he and Mr. Hutchinson 
conveyed him to the apartments over the gate. At this time 
Mr. Fraser remained below, trying to suppress the distur¬ 
bance, and while thus engaged, I "noticed that Haji lapidary 
cut him down with a tulwar^ and almost at the same instant 
some of the King’s servants cut at him with swords till he was 
dead. I was at the head of the stairs, and this was perpetrated 


2. Sword. 
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at the foot of them. One of Mr. Fraser’s murdereds was an 
Abyssinian, After this they made a rush to the upper apart¬ 
ments, when I imrncdiatelv ran round by another door, and 
closed the door at the top of tlie stairs. I was engaged in 
shutting all the doors when the crowd who had found en¬ 
trance by the southern stair, having forced one of the doors on 
that side, came and gave admission to the men who had assist¬ 
ed in murdering Mr. Fraser. These immediately rushed into 
the apartments where the gentlemen, Captain Douglas, 

Mr. Hutchinson and Mr. Jennings had retired, and attacking 
them with swords, at once murdered them and the two young 
ladies. On this I ran down the staircase. As I got to the 
bottom I was laid hold of by one Mamdoh, a bearer in the 
service of the King, who said, “Tell me where Captain Doug¬ 
las is, you have concealed him”. He forced me upstairs with 
him. I said, “You have yourselves killed all the gentlemen 
already”; but on reaching the room wliere Capiaia Douglas 
was, I saw that he was not quite dead. Mamdoh perceiving 
this also, hit him with a bludgeon on the forehead and killed 
him immediately. I saw the other bodies including those of 
the two ladies. Mr, Hutchinson was lying in one room, and 
the bodies of Captain Douglas, Mr. Jennings and the two 
young ladies in another, on the floor, with the exception of 
that of Captain Douglas which was on a bed A gentleman 
had arrived that morning tiavelling from Calcutta, and he was 
killed somewhere in the direction of the Delhi Gate of the 
Palace, he having tried to escape on that side. All the mur¬ 
ders were perpetrated within a quarter of an hour after Mr. 
Fraser’s death, and it was now between 9 and 10 o’clock A.M. 
After the death of the gentlemen, the crowd began plundering, 
their property, and fearing for myself, I ran off to my own 
house in the city, and never returned to the Palace till after 
the re-capture of Delhi. , 

Question —Did you accompany Captain Douglas when he 
went from the covered way in the Palace to the Hall of Special 
Audience, and, if so, did he at that time have any interview or' 
conversation with the Prisoner ? 

Answer —Yes, I accompanied Captain Douglas, following 
him at a distance of about two paces, and can aver that h$ 
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had neither interview nor conversation with the King of any 
kind, and that he returned to his own apartments without 
having spoken to him at all. 

Question —Can you positively affirm that, from the time 
Captain Douglas rose in the morning of the 11th of May to the 
hour of his death that same morning, he had neither interview 
nor conversation with the Prisoner ? 

Answer —I can and do positively affirm that he had neither 
interview nor conversation with the King on the morning in 
question. 

Question —Did any other servant of Captain Douglas 
accompany him to the Hall of Special Audience with your¬ 
self ? 

Answer —Yes, Bukhtawar Singh and Kishan Singh, messen¬ 
gers, were also with us, 

Cross-examjned by Prisoner 

Question —Did Captain Douglas in your hearing require that 
the gate under the Prisoner’s sitting room should be opened, so 
that he might go and speak to the mutinous cavalry below ? 

Answer —Yes he did; he said to us “I shall go down to the 
Mutineers”, and we dissuaded him from doing so. 

Question —Was not the Prisoner in the Hall of Devotion 
when Captain Douglas passed on to the balcony, and in doing 
so did not the latter go through the usual form of salutation to 
the King ? 

Answer —Yes, the King was there, and Captain Douglas 
saluted him at a distance, and passed on, but did not speak to 
him. 

Question —How far did Captain Douglas pass from the 
King ? 

Answer —About fifteen paces. 

Question —Did you hear the Prisoner dissuading Captain 
Douglas from going down to the Troopers standing under the 
lattices ? 

Answer —No, I did not. 
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Question—Did anything pass between Ahsan Ullah Kiinn 
and Captain Douglas that morning ? 

Answer —Yes, when Captain Douglas returned hurt by his 
fall, Ahsan Ullah Khan went up to his room. I was not 
present at the interview, and don’t know what passed between 
them. 

Qiiestion —Do you know whether Ahsan Ullah Khan went 
to Captain Douglas of his own accord, or was he sent for ? 

Answer —I don’t know. 

Question —When Captain Douglas came to the Palace did 
any conversation take place between him and Ahsan Ullali 
Khan or myself, or any other of the King’s servants ? 

Answer —I think not; but I did not observe closely. 

The witness withdraws. 

It being 4 o’clock, the Court adjourns till 11 A.M., on the 
8th instant. 




Tenth Day’s Proceedings 


Monday, Febuuary 8th, 1858 

The Court ro-assernbled this morning at 11 A.M. in the 
Hall of Special Audience at the Palace at Delhi, pursuant to 
adjournmetit of Siitut day. 

The Preddcnt, Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge 
Advocatc-Ceneral are all present. 

The Prisoner, attended by his attorney, Ghulara Abbas, is 
broimlit into Court. 

tj 

Sir Theophilus Metcalfe^ is called into Court and duly 
sworn. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Some short time before the outbreak in May last 
was there any paper stuck up on the walls of the Jama Masjid, 
purporting to be a proclamation from the King of Persia ? 

Answer —Yes, it was a small dirty piece of paper with a 
naked sword and shield depicted one on the right and the 
Other on the left of it, and the purport of it was that the King 

1. Metcalfe, Sir T.J. (1828-1883): ICS; became Baronet, 1853; Magistrate 

at Delhi, 1857; G.B., 1864; retired, 1866. 
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of Persia was about to visit this country, and he called upon 
all the faithful followers of the prophet Muhammad to jbin 
with him in extirpating the English infidels, and offering 
landed estates and other large rewards to all who would do so; 
it was further stated that there were 500 men in Delhi at the 
time of putting up the placard, who were devoted to his 
interest. 

Question —Was there any allusion in it to the effect that the 
Shiah sect and Sunni sect of Mahomedans should forget their 
differences, and make common cause against the English ? 

Answer —No, I don’t think there was. 

Question —Was the document palpably a false one in pur¬ 
porting to come from the King of Persia ? 

Answer —Yes, I think so 

Question —How long did it remain on the walls of the Jama 
Masjid ? 

Answer —About three iiours. It was put up there at night. 
I don’t know the exact date, but it was about six weeks before 
the outbreak, and I supposed it may have remained up about 
three hours; in the morning a con-course of people was 
collected round it, and on hearing of this I had it taken down. 

Question —Did it, as far as you are aware of, excite much 
discussion or interest among the natives of Delhi ? 

Answer —No. 

Question —Was any effort made to trace where it came 
from ? 

Answer —None; it was considered altogether too contempti¬ 
ble. Any disaffected person in the city might have put such a 
paper, and to have made a fuss about it, would only have been 
investing it with undue importance. 

Question —From any other source or cause had you any 
reason to suppose that about this time there was any unusual 
amount of disloyalty to the English Government a||iong the 
population of Delhi ? 
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Answer —No, not among the people of Delhi; but they were 
perfectly aware of the want of fidelity in the Sepoy Army, and 
the subject was frequently discussed. As an instance, it was 
currently reported, about fifteen days before the outbreak, 
that an anonymous petition had been presented to the Magis¬ 
trate stating that the Cashmere Gate of the city would be 
taken out of the possession of the English. This gate being our 
chief stronghold in the city, and main connection with the 
cantonments of Delhi, it would naturally be the first point 
seized in any attempt at insurrection in the city, and it was 
also the only gate at which there was any military guard, the 
importance of it, therefore, in a strategical point of view, must 
have been obvious to all. This petition was never received; 
but the current report about it was indicative of what was 
then occupying the thoughts of money of the Natives. As a 
further proof of the feeling then existing, a Sidi of the King, 
who was in constant attendance at the Palace, secretly urged 
a Risaldar of the 14th Irregular Cavalry to leave our service, 
and to take service with the King, telling him, as an induce¬ 
ment to do so, that before the hot weather was over, the 
Russians wovild have come to India, and the Government of 
the English be at an end. The Risaldar communicated this to 
me : his name is Eiverett. He speaks English, and is partly of 
European extraction. He also informed me that about six 
months before the King had sent an emissary to Russia. This 
Risaldar is now at Belaspur. 

Question —Gan you give the Court any information about 
the chapaties which were circulated from village to village 
some months before the outbreak, and has it been ascertained 
how they originated, or what was the purport of their being 
circulated ? 

Answer —There is nothing but conjecture regaiding them; 
but the first suggestion made by the natives in reference to 
them was, that they were thus-sent about in connection with 
some sickness that prevailed; but this was clearly an error, as 
I took the trouble of ascertaining that these chapaties were 
never sent into any Native States, but were confined always 
to Government villages; they were spread through only five 
villages of the Delhi territory, when they were immediately 
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Stopped by authority, and tliey never proceeded fnrtlier 
upcountry. I sent foi- tin; men who had brought them fioifi 
the District of Bulundshahr, and their apology for circnlaling 
them was that tliey believed it to be done by order of the 
English Government, that they had rec(Mved them elsewhere, 
and had but forwarded them on. I believe the meaning of 
the chapaties was not under.stood in the Delhi District; but 
originally they were to be takim to all those who partook of 
one kind of food, connecting a body of men together in contra¬ 
distinction to those wlio lived tlifTetently and hat! diffeient 
customs. I think these chapaties originated at Lucknow, and 
were no doubt meant to sound a note of ahum and prepata- 
tion, giving warning to the people to stand by one another on 
any danger menacing tliem. 

Qiiestion —Did you ever hear that the subject of the advance 
of the Persians upon Henit was much discussed among the 
natives ? 

Answer —Yes, very much so; and frequently in connection 
with the idea of Russian aggression upon India. Every native 
newspaper had, at this time, its correspondent in Cahul, and 
there was a constant corninuuicaiinn kept np with llie North, 
every newspaper having its weekly quota ot information fiom 
then ce. 

Qiiestion —Do you know where the Sidi who tried to induce 
Mr. Everett to ab.mdon Government service now is ? 

Answer —Yes; he was killed at Arab Serai. 

Qiiestion —Can you give the Court any other information 
relative to any agitation that about this time prevailed among 
the sepoys or native population of Delhi ? 

Answer —Yes; I know that about five or six weeks before 
the outbreak it was currently reported in the lines of the 
sepoys, and much discussed among them, that 100,000 Russians 
were coming from the North, and that the Company’s 
Government would be destroyed, in fact the idea of a Russian 
invasion was universally prevalent. 

Question —Are you aware whether the King of Delhi, his 
relatives or other adherent had any secret or treasonable 
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correspondence or comitiuriications with the Company’s Native 
At my at any time befotc the outbreak ? 

Answer —No, I cannot speak to any such points. 

Question —Uo you know whether the King of Delhi ever 
sent an emissary or letters to tlte King of Persia ? 

Answei —I have heard that he did, but cannot speak 
positively. 

The Prisonei declines to cross-examine. 

The witness witlidraws. 

Hasan Askari, Pirzada, is called into Court and duly 
affirmed. 


Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Were you in Delhi at the time of the outbreak, 
and, if so, what was your occupation ? 

Answer —-Yes, I was at Delhi; my occupation was that of a 
priest, and on one occasion when the King was sick, and had 
other priests to pray for him, he eventually sent for me. I 
went through some prayers and afterwaids breathed on him, 
and the King 1 ecovering, used afterwards fiofiuently to send 
for me, but finding this inconvenient, I begged that I might 
not be called for in future, and the King then piornised with 
an oath that he would send for me only when he should be 
seriously unwell. 

Question —Did you know a man called Sidi Kambar, a 
servant of the King ? 

Answer —I knew several of the Abyssinians amongst the 
armed attendants of the King by sight; but I knew by name 
only two or three of the King’s servants; Sidi Kambar was not 
one of them. 

Question —It has been given in evidence before this Court 
that you entrusted an Abyssinian of the name of Sidi Kambar, 
a servant of the King, with letters from the King of Delhi to 
the King of Persia; what do you know about this ? 

Answer —I know nothing of the matter whatever. 
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Question —It has been given in evidence that you professed 
to have the power of prophecy, that you could interpref 
dreams, that you pretended to have been audibly addressed 
from heaven, and also that you claimed miraculous power : 
to the truth of this the Prisoner has himself assented : what 
have you to say in reference to these subjects ? 

Answer —I call God to witness that I never pretended to 
anything of the kind. 

Question —What made you, as you say, breathe upon the 
King; did you suppose that your breath had any curative 
effect ? 

Answer —It is written in our book that when a man prays 
for another and then breathes on him, it is likely to have a 
beneficial effect. 

Question —Did you ever tell the King that you had had a 
dream about a hurricane from the West, or any other quarter, 
coming upon India, devastating the land with a flood, which 
would bear up the King and annihilate the English ? 

Answer —God knows, I never had such a dream, nor did 
I ever say so; but people from the Palace used frequently to 
come to me, telling me that they had beei^ having dreams of 
the kind. I told them it was all a fallacy, and that I had no 
faith in dreams myself. 

Qiifstion —When did you leave the city of Delhi, and what 
has been the reason of your concealing yourselt till discovered 
by the police ? 

Answer —When it became generally known that the city was 
to be carried by assault, it was understood that the inhabitants 
were required to leave the place, and they began to flock out 
in crowds. I went out too. I first went out and stayed at 
Shahr Mirza-ud-din, till told to go away from that also. I next 
went to the Kutb, and from that to Garhi Harsaru, where I 
fell sick. I also went to other places till I reached Laknowti, 
where I heard that a search was being made for me at Gangoh. 

I accordingly decided on going there of my own accord, and 
went. On intelligence reaching my brethren there that I was 
coming, the Troopers hearing of my being in the ^cinity 
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came out and seized me while I was at my prayers in the 
shrine of the Imam Sahib. 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

The witness withdraws. 

Bukhtawar Singh, Ghaprassy, in the service of the Govern¬ 
ment, is called into Court and duly affirmed. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question ^—Where you in Delhi on the 11th of May last ? 

Answer —Yes, I was. 

Question —Relate what you witnessed on that occasion. 

Answer —I was the servant on duty supervising the repairs 
of the Fort ditch, and was going with the account book for 
Captain Douglas’ inspection. I was on my way when a 
Trooper came galloping up from the direction of Calcutta 
Gate. The Trooper had not reached the Palace Gate when 
I observed that Captain Douglas was standing there. I saw 
Captain Douglas speaking to the man; but before I reached 
the Palace Gate myself the Trooper turned,his horse and rode 
off. Captain Douglas told me to go up to his apartments and 
said that he was goin.g to the interior of the Palace and should 
return immediately. Captain Douglas did, so, and I stayed at 
the gate, Makhan, Rishan Singh and others accompanied 
him. Captain Douglas had hardly gone when Mr. Fraser 
arrived in his buggy and enquired for him. Mr. Fraser 
alighted and walked on through the coyered way up to the 
opening. He then said to me he was going to the Calcutta 
Gate, an(^ that 1 was to tell Captain Douglas so on his return* 

I then myself proceeded in the direction of the King’s apart¬ 
ments and met Captain Dougflas returning in a state of 
excitement. I gave him Mr. Fraser’s message. Captain 
Douglas went to the Lahore Gate of the Palace, and told the 
native officer on guard there to close it, which was done. 
Captain Douglas at the same time gav^ orders that no crowd 
was to be allowed to assemble on the Bridge leading into the 
Palace. Just about this time an officer of, the King’s, styled 
a Captain, also came there from the direction of the main 
street of Delhi. The gate had been closed ^nd Captain 
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Douglas’ buggy was inside, so he directed me to ask this 
native officer for his buggy that he might go in it as far as thi 
Calcutta Gate, whither Captain Douglas proceeded in it, I 
occupying the seat behind. At the Calcutta Gate we found 
Mr. Fraser, Mr. Nixon, Head Clerk, and four or five other 
gentlemen. The gate was closed after a short time. Mr. Fraser 
and Captain Douglas got into the buggy together, and were 
returning to the Palace accompanied by the other gentlemen 
on horseback, but had not proceeded far when four or five 
Troopers came galloping up at full speed from the direction of 
the Ellenborough Tank. About this time there was a general cry 
that the Troopers had come. On reaching the party of gentle¬ 
men, one of the Troopers wounded Mr. Hutchinson in the 
arm with a pistol shot; the others also fired, but without effect. 
On this Mr. Fraser and Captain Douglas both got out of the 
buggy and went out of the way of the mutineers, and stood 
by the guard room of the Constabulary Force at the gate; two 
more gentlemen joined them there, Mr. Fraser got a musket 
from the Constabulary Force, and shot one of the Troopers, 
This checked the others, and they turned and fled. A great 
crowd had by this time collected, and Captain Douglas 
and another gentleman jumped into the Fort ditch, along 
which they came on to the Palace Gate, Mr. Fraser and 
others coming by the road; but there was such confusion 
at the time, I can’t say how. Captain Douglas was in a 
fainting state from the injuries he had received from 
jumping into the ditch, and we accordingly laid him on 
abed in the Kuliyat Khana. In a short time Mr. Jennings, 
the clergyman, came down, and at his suggestion Captain 
Douglas was taken up to the apartments above the gate, 
where he was placed on a bed, Mr. Jennings sending the 
servants away, and telling them not to crowd about the place. 
We then received an order to go for the King’s physician, 
and Abdulla, Chuprassy, fetched him accordingly. The 
physician Ahsan Ullah Khan had just left, when we servants 
who were sitting there saw some five Mahomedans, King’s 
servants, coming along the covered way calling out *‘Din 
Din^”. Just at this time Mr. Fraser happened to come down 


2. War cry of the Muslims. 
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to the foot of the stairs, and these men immediately attacked 
him and killed him with their swords While this was happen¬ 
ing on the north side of the gate, a mixed crowd, armed with 
swords, bludgeons, &c , ran up the stairs ori the south side, 
and gained the apartments above, those assembled on the 
north side joining them there. By this time every one tried to 
make his own escape, and I did so with the rest. From that 
date, I never came to the Palace till I returned to Delhi from 
Jabbu-ka-Katla. I should mention that at the commence¬ 
ment of the attack the crowd was headed and urged on by a 
Mussulman Havildar of the 38th Native Infantry, who was 
one of the guard at the Lahore Gate of the Palace. I know 
nothing more. 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

The witness withdraws. 

Kishan Singh, Cliuprassy of the Government, is called into 
Court and duly affirmed. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Were you in Delhi on the 11th of May last ? 

Answer —Yes, I was in attendance on Captain Douglas. 

Qttesfion —Were you present when Captain Douglas went 
in the direction of the King’s apartments to speak to the 
mutinous Cavalry beneath the balcony; and, if so, can you 
state whether Captain Douglas spoke to the King or not on 
the occasion ? 

Answer —Yes, I was present, and there was some little 
conversation between Captain Douglas and the King; the 
latter advised him to go down among the Mutineers, and as 
Captain Douglas was going away, the Prisoner requested that 
his own servants, in reference to the gates having been closed, 
might not be denied admittance to the Palace. 

Question —How far was Captain Douglas from the King 
when this was said ? 

Answer —How was passing by, and did not stop to speak; 
he may have been about four paces, as the King had come 
out of his Hall of Devotion*, and was standing by the doorway. 


3. Ibadatgah. 
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Cross-examined by Prisoner 

Question —On returning did Captain Douglas go by the 
passage nearest the Hall of Special Audience, or the other 
one ? 

Answer —He went by that next to the Hall of Devotion. 

Question —Did not the Prisoner remark that he had been 
very comfortable under the English Government ? 

Answer —No, he did not speak in allusion to the 
Government, but to the attentions he had received personally 
from Captain Douglas, who he said had been kind to him. 

Question —Did Captain Douglas make a request to the 
Prisoner to be allowed to go down to the Cavalry beneath the 
balcony, and, if not, how did the Prisoner learn that he wished 
to do so ? 

Answer —I don’t remember; it occurred nine months ago; 
but Captain Douglas expressed a wish to have the gate below 
opened. 

It being 4 o’clock the Court adjourns till 11A.M., to¬ 
morrow. 



Eleventh Day’s Proceedings 


Tuesday, February 9th, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this morning at 11 A.M. in the 
Hall of Special Audience in the Palace at Delhi, pursuant to 
adjournment of yesterday. 

The President, Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge 
Advocate-General are all present. 

The Prisoner, attended by his attorney Ghulam Abbas, is 
brought into Court. 

Chuni, News-writer for the public, is brought into Court, 
and duly affirmed. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Were you present in Delhi on the morning of the 
11th of May last ? 

Answer —Yes, I was at my house. 

Question —Did you witness the soldiers coming from Meerut 
on that day; if so, state all that you know relative to it ? 

Answer —No, I did not sec them coming; but hearing that 
the City Gates were being closed, I went out to see what was 
happening; and on my coming into the Chandni Ghouk street 
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I saw the chief police officer of the city busy having the shops 
closed. I heard from him that Sir Theophilus Metcalfe was 
similarly engaged. I went with the crowd in the direction 
of the Calcutta Gate, and there saw Mr. Fraser and four or 
five other gentlemen Mr. Fraser^s personal guard ofjhajjar 
Troopers was with him. Mr. Fraser went to the top of the 
gate accompanied by another gentleman and Sharif-ul-Hak, 
the chief police officer of the city, and at this moment the 
police officer of the second class at the Sabzi Mandi. After a 
while Mr. Fraser came down and dispersed the force present, 
by telling the Jhajjar Troopers, to fall in and form, and at 
the same time made the Constabulary Guard form and draw 
their swords, himself taking a position between them This 
had just been done when about seven Troopers, and two men 
mounted on camels, galloped up by the road along the Palace 
from the direction of Daryaganj, and immediately on coming 
within pistol shot distance, the whole party fired at the 
European gentlemen at the gate. On this the crowd dispersed 
in all directions, and I also went home. I observed, however, 
before leiving, tint titejhijj ir Sowars made no resistance but 
deserted Mr. Fraser, and fled immediately the Troopers came 
down. After that I did not leave my house till evening, and 
know nothing of the further incidents of that day. 

Question —When you went down to the Calcutta Gate was 
a large crowd already assembled there ? 

Answer —There were at least 400 or 500 people collected in 
the small space known as the grape-garden. 

Qjiestion —At what hour was this ? 

Answer —It was near 9; but I can’t speak with certainty as 
to the time. 

Question —What was it, do you suppose, that made such 
a number of people collect there, the quarter not being one 
of traffic ? 

Answer —The unusual stir caused by the closing of the gate 
led to the collecting of the rabble there, the crowd being 
increased by the bathers from the river hurrying to get in 
before the gates should be closed. 

Question —You say you were a News-writer, you conse- 

Jijf 

quently ought to be well informed on what was passing; do 
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you believe that no information had been given to many of 
the people a day or two before of what was likely to occur on 
the 11th ? 

Answer—I heard nothing of a preconcerted outbreak 
arranged particularly for the 11th of May; but there was 
considerable agitation and excitement in the City, consequent, 
Jirst, on a paper purporting to be a proclamation from the 
King of Persia, and, secondly, on the reports which arrived of 
the burning of the Bungalows at Ambala, and of the reported 
disaffection of the Troops in consequence of their being 
required to use greased cartridges. 

Qjiestion —Did you edit a paper of your own, and, if so, 
what was the title of it ? 

Answer — I did edit a paper, and headed it Delhi News\ but 
it w IS not known by that title or any other; it was a mere 
explanation of the contents. I wrote it daily, and took the 
manuscript round and read it to my subscribers. 

Question —Used you to file copies, and, if so, have you any 
in your possession now ? 

Answer —I did file the originals regularly, both before and 
after the outbreak. I succeeded in p eserving all those issued 
since the 11th of May by building them up in a wall, and on 
the recapture of Delhi I made up any deficiencies with the 
assistance of Nandkishwar, and, putting them in a complete 
form, I made them over to Colonel Burn, the Military 
Governor of Delhi, who had them translated. 

Question —How many Jhajjar Sowars had Mr. Fraser with 
him on the 11th of May ? 

Answer —Including Officers, the Guard comprised two or 
three and twenty men, and the whole of them were apparently 
with Mr. Fraser when he was attacked. 

Question —You have said that all these men, though in 
regular formation at the time, turned and fled on the approach 
6f five or six Cavalry Troopers : to what do you attribute this; 
do you believe that these men had previous information of 
what was going to happen ? 

Answer —My opinion is that they had no previous know¬ 
ledge on the subject; the Mutineers calling out “Din Din**, the 
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Jhajjar men acted on the impulse of the moment in deserting 
Mr. Fraser. 

Question —You did not previously state that they had called 
out anything, how is it you forgot to do so ? 

Answer —-It is 8 months ago since all this happened; as the 
different incidents come to my recollection I mention them. 
When I left, the Troopers were calling “Din Din”, and were 
assuring the crowd on both sides that they would not harm or 
molest any of the natives. 

Question —What were the general points of information of 
news you used to give in your paper previous to the 11th of 
May; did any of the articles ever refer to the Native Army, or 
the disaffection supposed to exist in it ? 

Answer —My paper used to contain articles on all subjects 
of general interest, and all information that I could glean from 
printed papers. I remember on some few occasions having 
alluded to the cartridge question, and the mutinous spiiii 
evinced by the Army in connection with them. 

Question —Do you remember ever writing any articles on the 
advance of the Persians upon H6rat ? 

Answer —-I don’t remember particularly having done so; 
but generally I used to insert such news concerning Persia^ 
as I was able to obtain from the journals of the city printed 
in Persian. 

Question —As you read these articles yourself to your subs¬ 
cribers, you must know which generally excited the greatest 
interest. Was the disaffection supposed to exist among the 
sepoys much attended to ? 

Answer —It caused no excitement among the Hindus; but 
the Mahomedans took a marked interest in the news about 
Persia, and used to go about exulting and boasting that the 
Persians were coming, and would do this, that, and the other. 
As regards the general disaffection of the Troops, the Mahome¬ 
dans only seemed affected by it, and certainly appeared to be 
very much excited and interested. 

Question —At the time the Persians were said to coming, 
was there much talk also regarding the Russians ? 
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Answer —Yes, they were both spoken of; but the Persians 
more frequently so. 

Question —Were there any native newspapers circulated 
at Delhi whose general tone and tenor were adverse to the 
British Government ? 

Answer —There was no such paper, a weekly, published 
by Jamal-ud-din, the articles in which evinced decided enmity 
against the Government; it was called the Sadikul-Akhbar, or the 
Authentic News. 

Qiieslion —Had this paper a great circulation, and was it a 
pi inted one ? 

Answer —It had a circulation of some 200 copies in and out 
of the City of Delhi, and was lithographed. 

Question —Did this paper confine itself to its weekly publi¬ 
cation, or did it sometimes issue Extras on particular news 
arriving ? 

Answer —Yes, on occasions of important intelligence arriving, 
Extras were issued. 

Qjtesliori —Among whom or what class of men had this 
paper its cliief circulation. 

Answer —It had an equal circulation amongst till classes 
capable of reading, without distinction of caste. 

Question —Two hundred appears a very small number of 
copies for so populous a place as Delhi; is it customary among 
the natives to read their papers among knots of friends if 
assembled to hear the news, and does one copy of a paper 
suffice for several families ? 

Answer —Yes, it has been the custom among the subscribers 
to circulate their copies amongst their relations and friends. 

Question —Was the Authentic News considered the leading 
journal in Delhi, and what was its circulation as compared 
with others ? 

Answer —Yes, it was considered the leading journal; the 
articles it in were better written, and some being extracted 
from papers published in English, had more interest for the 
Mahomedans. I cannot speak what relative circulation it 
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had with others; but the copies of it sold were certainly much 
more numerous than of any other native paper. * 

Question —You have mentioned it was very hostile in tone 
to the British Government, can you recollect the subject of any 
particular articles which evinced this feeling ? 

Answer —I cannot remember any particular article in 
which such feeling was more conspicuously evinced than 
in others; but in those relating to Persia and the Russians, 
the style and tone of composition was always hostile, and very 
bitterly so. 

Question —Did you ever hear of any anonymous petition 
being sent to the Magistrate to the effect that an attack was to 
be made upon the Cashmere Gate, and that it was to be 
wrested from the possession of the English ? 

Answer—No^ I don’t recollect having heard any such 
report. 

Question —Did you ever hear a report that there would be 
a great disturbance on the 21st of May or any fixed other 
date ? 

Answer —No, 1 never heard any report of the kind. 

Question —Do you recollect the circumstances of chapaties 
being circulated from village to village ? 

Answer —Yes, I remember hearing of it before the outbreak. 

Question —Was this subject discussed in the native news¬ 
papers; and if so, what was considered the meaning of it ? 

Answer —Yes, it was alluded to, and it was supposed to 
portend some coming disturbance, and was moreover under¬ 
stood as implying an invitation to the whole population of the 
country to unite for some secret object afterwards to be 
disclosed. 

Question —Do you know whence these chapaties originated, 
or to what quarter general opinion among the natives attribut¬ 
ed them ? 

Answer —I have no knowledge as to where they were first 
started; but it was generally supposed that they cann^ from 
Karnal and Panipat. 
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Question —Do you know whether a copy of the Authentic 
News used to be sent to the inmates of the palace ? 

Answer-^YeSy several copies used to be sent to the palace; 
but I do not know by whom they were taken. 

Question —Was a Court Journal kept by order of the Prisoner 
during the rebellion ? 

Answer —Yes, one was kept, and it was published at the 
Royal Lithographic Press in the palace : before the outbreak 
it contained chiefly items of intelligence connected with the 
palace, but other matters too were occasionally admitted to it. 
It was called the Suraj-ul-Akhbar or the ‘'Sun of Intelligence'*. 

Question —Were you present in the palace on the occasion of 
any Europeans being massacred ? 

Answer —I was. One morning about five or six days after 
the outbreak on the llth of May I heard at my house that 
there was a great disturbance going on in the palace. I accor¬ 
dingly proceeded there, and entering by way of the Delhi 
Gate, I had reached the new palace, when I saw the King’s 
personal armed attendants, and some of the mutinous soldiery 
were slaying the Europeans. It was about ^ past 9 or 10 
o’clock. At this time one of the King’s servants spoke to me 
saying, “you collect news for the English; if you continue to do 
so, you shall be served in the same way as these have been”. 
This man’s name was Bhika, and he was in the service of 
Mirza Abdulla, one of the sons of the prisoner. 

Question —Where were the Europeans brought from ? 

Answer —I don’t know; but I heard they were brought 
from the King’s kitchen. 

Question —Is this kitchen in the same square or courtyard 
with the King’s apartments ? 

Answer —The King’s apartments may be said to be on one 
side of the palace, and this place called the kitchen, in which 
the Europeans were imprisoned, was on the opposite side, the 
intermediate spaces being occupied by the courtyard, in which 
are the buildings of the Hall of Special Audience and that of 
Public Audience : the distance from the King’s apartments 
may be 200 or 250 yards. 
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Qtiestion —What kind or rank of people generally occupied 
this place assigned to European ladies and children ? 

Amwet —The building was used as an office by the King’s 
Professor of the Mohammadan Law. 

Question —Do you mean to say that such buildings as these 
ladies and children were confined in were used in any way by 
persons of rank or importance ? 

Answer —No, they certainly were not. 

Question —By whom then were they used ? 

Answer —They were partially used as sheds for lumber: and 
formerly culprits imprisoned by the King, used to be kept 
there. 

Question —Was there any means of guarding the ladies and 
children there if such had been wished, or is the place open to 
the entrance of any rabble who might fancy to go in ? 

Answer —No, it was an open building, without protection 
or privacy. 

Question —Would any native of ordinary respectability not 
consider it a great indignity to be put there ? 

Answer —Yes unmistakeably; he would consider himself 
disgraced and dishonoured by being sent there. 

Question —Was this the only vacant spot in the palace in 
which ladies or children could have been kept in confinement ? 

Answer —There was no scarcity of buildings in which they 
might have had every comfort. 

Question —By whose orders were these Europeans murdered ? 

Answer —It was done by the King’s orders; who else could 
have given such an order. 

Question —Did you see any of the King’s sons present on 
the occasion looking on at the slaughter ? 

Answer —There was a great crowd; I did not notice any of 
them. I observed, however, some people standing on the roof 
of Mirza Moghal’s house, and heard that he himself was look¬ 
ing on through the lattices. 

Question —Were the Europeans bound with cords before 
they were murdered ? ^ 

Answer —I did not notice. 
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Qjiestion —Were they made to sit down in a row before the 
slaughter commenced ? 

Answer —I was not able to go up to the spot, and remained 
in the Trepolia. 1 could not see the crowd; but after the 
slaughter had been completed, and the crowd dispersed, when 
orders came from the King to remove the bodies, and they 
were being laden on carts, I went and asked the sweepers 
employed, and learnt from them that 52 people had been 
killed. The corpses on the ground then were lying in a circle. 

Question —How many corpses of men were among the 
number ? 

Answer —Only five or six; the rest were women and children. 

Qjiestion —Do you know what was subsequently done with 
these bodies ? 

Answer —Yes, they were taken in two carts in the direction 
of Salimgarh in order to be thrown into the river in conformity 
to the Prisoner’s orders. 

Qjiestion —When the massacre had been accomplished were 
any guns fired as a token or expression of joy on the occasion ? 

Answer —I heard no guns myself, nor did I hear from any 
one else that any had been fired. 

It being 4 o’clock, the Court adjourns till 11 A.M. to¬ 


morrow. 




Twelfth Day’s Proceedings 


Wednesday, February 10th, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this day in the Hall of Special 
Audience in the Palace at Delhi. The President, Members, 
Interpreter and Deputy Judge Advocate-General are all present. 

The Prisoner is brought into Court attended by his attorney 
Ghulam Abbas. 

Chuni, the witness of yesterday, is re-called into Court, and 
examined on his former affirmation. 

Examination by Judge Advocate — (continued) 

Question —Gan you give the Court any information about any 
other persons murdered in other quarters of the City of Delhi ? 

Answer —I witnessed no other murders but those I have 
already spoken of: but I heard that some Europeans, about 
25, so long as their ammunition lasted, defended themselves in 
the Kishangarh Rajah’s house. On their ammunition failing, 
they were brought out from an under-ground apartment, and 
killed by some of the Mahomedan inhabitants in concert with 
some of the mutinous troopers. 

Question —Was the King’s authority ever proclaimed in 
Delhi, and if so, when ? 
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Answer —On the 12th of May, the King’s orders directing 
the re-opening of the shops was proclaimed by beat of drum, 
and about two days after the King went out in state, mounted 
on an elephant, and accompanied by a regiment of Infantry, 
some guns, his own special armed retainers, and a band of 
musicians. This was done with the object of having the shops 
re-opened; he went as far as that pait of the main street, 
where the houses are built, so as to form a crescent on either 
side, and returned with the same pomp and ceremony as that 
with which he had set out. There was a salute of 21 guns 
fired on his departure from the Palace, and a similar one on 
his return to it. 

Cross-examined by the Prisoner 

Question —Did you ever hear that the mutinous troops which 
came from Meerut did so at the King’s suggestion, or on the 
impulse of their own wills ? 

Answer —I have no information on the subject either one 
way or the other. 

Question —You stated yesterday that the building in which 
the ladies and children were confined was used by the King’s 
Professor of the Mahomedan Law : you afterwards stated that 
any native of respectability sent there would unmistakeably 
consider himself disgraced and dishonoured by it, how do you 
reconcile these statements ? 

Answer —All sorts of people, high and low, used to collect 
there owing to its being an office; and from this it is evident 
that it could not have been considered a fit place for the dete¬ 
ntion of people having any claims to respectability. It was 
not the residence of the Professor, it was merely where he used 
to discharge his office duties. 

The witness withdraws. 

Chuni Lai, Pedlar, is called into Court, and duly affirmed. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Were you in Delhi on the 11th and 12th of May 
last ? 

Answer —Yes, I was, on both dates. 
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Queslion —Did you on either of those dates hear the King’s 
author ity proclaimed by beat of drum ? 

Answer —On the 11th of May, about midnight, some 20 guns 
were fired in the Palace. I heard the reports at my house, 
and next day at about noon a proclamation was made by beat 
of drum that the country had reverted to the possession of the 
King. 

Question —Did you witness any procession made by the 
King on an elephant in state ? 

Anfwer —No, I left the Palace a few days after the outbreak : 
I never saw the King’s procession : but on one occasion I 
witnessed the state procession of Mirza Moghal as Commander- 
in-Chief. 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

The witness wiihdtviws. 

Gulab, a messenger, is called into Court, and duly affirmed. 
Examined by Judoe Advocate 

Qtiesiion —Were you in Delhi at the time the European 
ladies and children were massacred in the Palace in May last, 
and, if so, did you see them on that oci asion ? 

Answer —Yes, I was, and saw them murdered. 

Question —When did you first hear tliat they were to be 
killed ? 

Answer —I heard of it two days before the occurrence; it 
was said the Europeans would be killed in two days, but I do 
not recollect what day it was. On the day fixed for the slau¬ 
ghter arriving, great crowds of people were flocking to the 
Palace at about 10 A.M. I entered with them. On reaching 
the first courtyard, I saw the prisoners all standing together, 
surrounded on all sides by the King’s special armed retainers, 
or, what you may term, his body-guard, and some of the In¬ 
fantry mutineers. 1 did not observe any signal orders given; 
but on a sudden the men just mentioned drew their swords and 
all simultaneously attacked the prisoners, and continued cutt¬ 
ing at them, till they had killed them all. There were at least 
100 or 150 men employed in this work of slaughter. 
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Question —Did any one make any attempt to save them, or 
did you ever hear that any one had interceded for them with 
the King ? 

Answer —No, no one made any attempt whatever to save 
them, nor did I hear that any one ever intercede with the 
King on their account. 

Question —You have stated that the time for murdering 
these women was fixed two days previously; was it stated by 
whose orders they were to be murdered ? 

Answer —I did not liear whose orders had been issued in 
the matter; but without orders it could not have happened 

Question —Was it generally understood that the King 
sanctioned the murder of these women and children ? 

Answer —This was not known at the time; but people spoke 
about it, saying “The prisoners are to be killed the day after 
to-morrow”. 

Question —Was any authority in Delhi capable of giving an 
order for their murder beyond that of the King ? 

Answer — I'heie were only two souiccs from which the order 
could have emanated, the King and his son Miiza Moghal. I 
don’t know which of them gave the order. 

Question —How many Europeans do you suppose were 
murdered on this occasion, and were they tied previous to 
being killed ? 

Answer —I can make no estimate; they were standing 
together in a line, surrounded by their murderers; but the 
great portion of the prisoners were children; they were not tied 
in any way. 

Question —Do you know what was done with the bodies ? 

Answer —No, the Palace was cleared of the crowd by the 
soldiery immediately after the slaughter, and I never heard 
what became of the bodies. 

Question —Did you witness the murder of any people at the 
bank ? 

Yes, I was witness to the murder of Mr. Beresford 
and his family. When the bank was attacked by the'^inutineers 
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and the rabble, Mr. Beresford and his family retired to one 
of the out-offices for concealment, and when discovered were 
on the roof of the building. Mr. Beresford was armed with a 
sword and Mrs. Beresford had a spear. The mutineers being 
afraid to approach them by the staircase in front, two of the 
rabble suggested that they should go round and scale the 
wall in the rear of the house. Mrs. Beresford struck one of 
the assailants with a spear and killed him, they were, however, 
overpowered and all killed. I do not know what number of 
persons were killed at the bank; but there were several. This 
occurred on the day of the outbreak at about 12 o’clock. 

Question —Were any of the ladies taken away, or were they 
all killed at once ? 

Answer —They were all killed immediately; none were 
retained as prisoners 

Qiiestion —Were any of the King’s armed retainers among 
the assailants at the bank ? 

Answer —No. 

Qiiestion —Was the King proclaimed as the Reigning Sove¬ 
reign immediately after the outbreak ? 

Answer —Yes, the proclamation was made by beat of drum 
on the very day of the outbreak, about 3 in the afternoon, to 
the effect that it was now the King’s Government. 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

Examined by Court 

Question —Do you know why the prisoners were kept so 
many days in confinement, and was there any reason for 
appointing any particular day for their murder ? 

Answer —No, I have no knowledge on either point. 

The witness withdraws. 

Ahsan Ullah Kfian, the Physician, is recalled and examined 
on his former affirmation. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Was a Court diary of occurrences at the Palace 
kept by order of the King during the rebellion ? 
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Answer —The Court diary was kept up as usual according 
to the custom which had long preceded the outbreak. 

Question —Look at this leaf, and see whether you can recog¬ 
nize the handwriting on it ? 

Answer —Yes, it is in the handwriting of the man who kept 
the Court diary, and this leaf is a portion of it. 

Translation of an Extract from the Court diary for the 16 th of 
May 1857. 

^‘The King held his Court in the Hall of Special Audience. 
49 English were prisoners and the army demanded that they 
should be given over to them for slaughter. The King 
delivered them up, saying. ‘The army may do as they please,’ 
and the prisoners were consequently put to the sword. There 
was a large attendance, and all the Chiefs, Nobles, Officials 
and Writers presented themselves of the Court, and had the 
honour of paying their respects”. 

Qiiestion —Were you present on the 1 Ith of May at Delhi ? 

Answer —Yes, I was. 

—Relate what you witnessed on that occasion. 

Answer —On the morning of the 16th of Ramzan, alias the 
llth of May, at about 7 o’clock A.M.,a Hindu sepoy of the 
38th Regiment of Native Infantry came up to the door of the 
Hall of Special Audience in the Palace, and said to some of 
the door-keepers that happened to be on the spot, that the 
native army at Meerut had mutinied against the State, and 
were now on the point of entering Delhi; that he and the rest 
of them would no longer serve the Company, but would fight 
for their faith. My house is in the Palace and close by the 
Hall of Special Audience; and I was immediately informed 
by one of the Mahomedan door-keepers of what the 38th 
sepoy had said. I had hardly received this information 
when the King of Delhi sent for me. I attended on him 
immediately, and His Majesty said, “Look, the Cavalry are 
coming by the road of the Zer Jharokha” (^er Jharokha is 
literally “under the lattice f but appears to be a name given generally 
to the ground immediately under the lattices of the Palace), I looked 
and saw about 15 or 20 of the Company’s RegularXlavalry, 
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then about 150 yards distant. They were dressed most of 
them in uniform, but a few had Hindustani clothes on. 1 
immediately suggested to the King to have the gate fastened 
by which entrance to the Palace from the ^er Jharokha is 
obtained, and this had scarcely been done when five or six 
of the sowars came up to the closed gate which leads directly 
under the Sarnan Burj Palace, where the King has his own 
private residence in close contiguity with the apartments of 
the Queens, and other secluded females of the establishment. 
The sowars commenced calling out “Dohai Badshah” or— 
“Help O King ! we pray for assistance in our fight for the faith”. 
The King hearing this, made no response, nor did he even 
show himself to the men beneaih; but told Ghulam Abbas, 
.Shamshir-ud-doulat, who was also present, to go to Captain 
Douglas, Commandant of the Palace guards, and apprise him 
of the ai rival of the sowars, and request him to do whatever 
might be necessary in the case. The King then retired to 
his inner apartments, and I went to the Hall of Special 
Audience, and almost immedi.itely Ghulam Abbas returned 
accompanied by Captain Douglas. The latter instantly went 

to the balconv ovet looking the Zer Jharokha, where the Cavalry 
still remained, and said to them, “Go away from this : this 

is the King’s Palace, your presence here is an annoyance to 
the King”. On this the Cavalry went oil' in the direction 
of the Kajghat Gate which gives an entrance to the city 
immediately trj the south of the Palace. Tire King on hearing 
that Captain Douglas had come, went out and met him in the 
open space between his private residence and the Hall of 
Special Audience, when Captain Douglas said to him “Don’t 
be alarmed, the disturbance shall be put down at once, I will 
have the men apprehended”. He was going off apparently 
for this purpose, and requested that the gate under the Saman 
Burj, which I had closed, might be opened to enable him to 
go and speak to the Cavalry for the purpose of reasoning with 
them. The King said “You' have neither pistols, guns or 
soldiery with you, your going among these men would be 
indiscreet”. So Captain Douglas then went off to his own 
apartments. A very short time subsequently to this, Pran, 
Jemadar, a servant of Captain Douglas, came and said that 
Captain Douglas wished that I and Ghulam Abbas would go 
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to him. We accordingly went, and on seeing Captain Douglas 
he said to us “I have sprained or hurt my foot”. There was 
another gentleman with him whom I did not recognize; he 
was lying down on a couch and had a sabre wound on his 
right arm. Captain Douglas said “Send two palanquins 
with bearers immediately that the English ladies here may 
be taken to the Queen and placed under her protection”, 
and just at this time Mr. Simon Fraser, the Commissioner, 
came into the room and said “Get from the King two guns 
with Artillery and place them at the gateway underneath us”. 
On this Mr. Fraser came down from Captain Douglas’apart¬ 
ment above the gateway accompanied by myself and Ghulam 
Abbas. I and Ghulam Abbas went straight to the King to 
deliver the above message, and Mr. Fraser stayed at the 
opening of the gateway. We, with the King's permission, 
immediately sent the palanquin for the ladies, and also gave 
instructions about the guns; but shortly after this information 
reached us that the Cavalry had entered the Palace enclosure 
by the Lahore Gate where Mr. Fraser wished the guns placed, 
and over which Captain Doughis had his residence ; it was 
also told us that they had killed Mr Fraser and had gone up 
to Captain Douglas !o kill him. This was instantly confirmed 
by the return of the palkee bearers, who told us that they had 
witnessed Mr. Fraser’s murder, that his body was in the 
gateway, and that the trooper.s had ascended to the upper 
building for the purpose of murdering those there. The King, 
on hearing this, gave orders for all the gates of the Palace to 
be closed; but answer was given that the Infantry, viz-, some 
of the 38th Native Infantry who were on guard at the Palace, 
would not allow of such being done. After a lapse of some lime 
the Cavalry, to the number of about 50, rode up to the Hall 
of Special Audience, dismounted, and picketed their horses in 
the adjoining garden. The infantry, I am not sure of what 
regiments, but I think of all the three Delhi regiments, also 
came into the Palace enclosures, and laid down their beddings 
in any of the Palace buildings that they could make available. 
The Infantry from Meerut did not reach Delhi till about 
2 P.M. of that day; they did not reach Delhi in a body, but 
came straggling in, and as they arrived joined the Infantry of 
the Delhi regiments in spreading their beddings over all parts 
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of the Palace enclosures. There was no regular Court that 
day; but the King came out some three or four times to the 
Hall of Special Audience, where the mutineers were lying 
about all over the place; and the mutinous troopers came 
flocking into the Palace the whole day and even after the night 
set in. The 54th came in the evening, and went off at once 
to occupy the Salimgarh Fort, where they the next day fixed 
guns which they brought out of the magazine for the purpose 
of checking any advance of European troops from Meerut. 
For three days constant alarms, and especially at nights, were 
given that the Europeans were coming, when the bugles 
sounded and the mutineers got under arms. On the I2th of 
May the Prisoner’s three sons, Mirza Moghal and Mirza 
Khair Sultan, and his grandson, Mirza Abulbakr, applied for 
the principal commands in the army. I represented to the 
King that tliey were not of sufficient age and experience for 
such appointments, nor would they understand any of the 
duties, and tliey were much displeased in consequence. The 
matter remained pending th.it day. The next day, however, 
they got Mirza Mendu, Miiza Bakhta war Shah, and Mirza 
Abdulla, together with the officers ol the army, to join them 
in their request and accordingly two days after they were 
severa lly nominated to commands and received dresses of 
honor. 

Qjiestwn —You liave said that on a requisition being made 
the King sent palanquins for the two ladies in Captain 
Douglas’ appartments : when he heard that they and Mr. 
Fraser had been all murdered, did he take any steps to secure 
or punish the murderers ? 

Answer —No, there was such confusion that nothing was 
done. 

Question —It is in evidence that the King’s own special 
servants murdered Mr. Fraser and different persons in the 
palace on that day : were these servants continued in pay and 
employment ? 

Answer —I never heard that any of the King’s servants had 
joined in the murders; but certainly none of them were ever 
dismissed on this account. 
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Question —Do you mean to say that it was not generally 
known by whom the murders were committed ? 

Answer —No, it was not generally known, nor did I hear 
who committed the murders. 

Question —Was the slightest investigation ever made on this 
point ? 

Answer —No, none whatever. 

Question —How many armed retainers did the King possess 
before the outbreak ? 

Answer —About 1,200 of all descriptions. 

Question —Were these men in different branches of the 
army, such as Artillery, Cavalry and Infantry ? 

Answer —Yes, they were divided into Artillery, Cavalry and 
Infantry. 

Qjiestion —How many cannon did the King possess ? 

Answer —-There were six serviceable ones; and I don’t 
know how many others were Ivii^g about whicii were not in 
use. 

Question —How was this force employed on the 1 lih of May, 
the day of the outbreak ? 

Answer —They were distributed in guards at the different 
gates and other houses of the principal palace officials : some 
who held appointments in consideration of money advances, 
seldom attended, but received their monthly stipends and 
remained at home. 

Question —How was it that so many English women and 
children were brought to the palace and placed in confine¬ 
ment ? 

Answer —The mutineers took them in and about the city, 
and having established their own quarters in the palace, they 
brought their prisoners in with them too. 

Question —Do you mean to say that each man who took an 
English person prisoner retained the custody of him, or qlher, 
or of the children ? 
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Answer—No, as they brought them in they reported the 
circumstance to the Prisoner, and in each successive case they 
were told to take the Europeans to the kitchen and keep them 
confined there. 

Question —Who appointed this kitchen as the place of their 
confinement ? 

Answer —The King said that it was a large capacious build* 
ing, and told the mutineers to keep the prisoners there. 

Question —Who commanded the King’s armed retainers 
before the outbreak ? 

Answer —Mahbub Ali Khan virtually did so. 

Question —^Did any of them go and attack the Magazine on 
the 11th of May, and, if so, by whose order was it done ? 

Answer —No, none of them went according to any orders 
that I heard of; nor do I know of any having gone at all; but 
some or all of those living out in the city may have gone for 
all I can say. 

Question —Do you know whether any emissary from the 
King, or any relative of his is at this moment or has been 
lately at the Court of the King of Persia ? 

Answer —No, I cannot speak as to the present time; but 
about two or three years ago, I remember reading in Muham¬ 
mad Bakr’s Gazette, that Mirza Najaf, one of the Prisoner’s 
nephews, had gone to the Persian Gouit, and had been 
received by the King of Persia with much courtesy and 
kindness. 

Question —Was this man sent by the King of Delhi ? 

Answer —I don’t know; but this man’s brother, two years 
before, was sent as an ambassador with a great number of 
papers to the Government at Calcutta. 

Question —Cannot you give the Court any information 
relative to Hasan Askaris sending Sidi Kambar to Persia ? It 
is in evidence that you were trusted in all matters of impor¬ 
tance, and such as required writing; and it is believed you 
know all about the matter now alluded to. 

Answer —I solemnly, and feeling myself on oath, declare 
that I have not concealed or misrepresented a single parti- 
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cular. I might have been confided in but still I was a servant; 
many points of importance were not entrusted to me„for 
instance, when the King wished to repudiate his wife the 
Taj Mahall, who was by caste a Mahomedan Domni, one of 
the lowest orders, and to whom he had been reunited in 
regular marriage, I was not at all consulted; nor was I 
acquainted with the intrigues going on to secure the succession 
of Jawan Bakht and other equally important matters. I know 
nothing of what may have been transacted between the 
Prisoner, Hassan Askari and Sidi Kambar. 

Question —Do you know whether the King through his 
adherents by correspondence, or in any manner whatever, 
kept up any communication with native officers or soldiers of 
the Company’s Army, before the outbreak ? 

Answer —No, I don’t know that he did; it is possible there 
may have been a correspondence; but I don’t think it is likely 
there was. 

It being 4 o’clock, the Court adjourns till 11 A M., to¬ 


morrow. 




Thirteenth Day’s Proceedings 


Thursday, February 11th, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this day at 11 A.M, in the Hall of 
Special Audience in the Palace at Delhi, pursuant to adjourn¬ 
ment of yesterday. 

The President, Members, Interpreter and Dep uty Judge 
Advocate-General are all present. 

The Prisoner is brought into Court. 

Ahsan Ullah Khan, Physician, is brought into Court, and 
reminded of his former affirmation. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Are you aware whether the paper called the 
Sadik-ul-Akkbar or Authentic News was generally perused by the 
Prisoner before the outbreak ? 

Answer —He used not to read it regularly, but occasionally 
some of the princes may have communicated a portion of its 
contents. 

Question —Did any of the princes appear to take much inte¬ 
rest in or attach importance to the articles about Persia, and 
was it generally represented that the English were being defea¬ 
ted by the Persians ? 





228 


THE TRIAL OF BAHADUR SHAH 


Answer —I never read the paper myself, but I heard it was 
generally represented that the English were being defeated'by 
the Persians, and the princes moreover attached importance 
to this intelligence, and seemed to credit it. 

Question —Before the outbreak did the Mahomedans gene¬ 
rally believe that the reign of the English was coming to an 
end, and did the princes join in propagating this idea ? 

Answer —No, I did not hear of any such belief. 

Cross-examined by Prisoner 

Qiiestion —You said that there were 1,200 soldiers in the 
King’s service : describe the uniform of the three branches of 
the King’s army, and what were the appellations of the diffe¬ 
rent regiments ? 

Answer —There were two regiments of infantry composed 
of 500 men each; the colour of their uniform was severally 
black and brown, the turbans and waistbands of both being 
red; there were no devices of ornaments about the uniform 
beyond what was necessary to distinguish the different grades. 
The artillery consisted of about 40 men; their uniform was 
dark blue, the turbans and waistbands being red; they had no 
ornaments or devices about their dress; the special guard of 
the Prisoner was dressed in red coats, with dark blue turbans 
and waistbands. 

The witness withdraws. 

Mrs. Aldwell, wife of Alexander Aldwell, a Government 
pensioner, is called into Court, and duly sworn. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Were you in Delhi on the 1 Ith of May 1857 ? 

Answer —Yes. 

Qiiestion —Where were you residing; and at what time did 
you first hear that the native troops from Meerut had come to 
Delhi ? 

Answer —I was residing in the part of the city known as 

Darya-ganj, and I got intimation of the sepoys coming from 
Meerut between 8 and 9 A.M. on the 11th of May. 

Question —Relate all you witnessed on that day. 
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Answer-One of my saisess* came and told me that the troops 
had mutinied and come from Meerut, and had murdered all 
the Europeans they met with on their way here, and recom¬ 
mended that our carriage should at once be got ready to take 
us away, as the soldiers had determined on murdering all the 
Europeans in Delhi also. While I was speaking to the man 
our next door neighbour Mr. Nowlan confirmed the report 
that the sais had just brought, and asked if he could speak to 
Mr. Aldwell. The two consulted together, and as our house 
was the largest and strongest, it was determined that all the 
Europeans in the neighbourhood should collect there and 
defend themselves as long as they could, or till such time as 
help should anive. After that Mr. Aldwell and Mi Nowlan 
went to the guard at a hospital close by. This guard was 
composed of native infantry sepoys, and Mr. Nowlan and 
Mr. Aldwell asked them whether they would assist in defend¬ 
ing us, adding that the Europeans would, in return, render 
them all assistance that might be in their power, “Go and 
mind your business, and we will mind ours,” was the reply 
given by these sepoys At this time, shortly after 8 o’clock, 
the Meerut sepoys had not even crossed the bridge, and could 
not therefore have communicated witli this guard. After this 
the Europeans who had by this time collected in our house 
began barricading the doors, and the women and childien 
were sent upstairs. I think we must have numbered, inclusive 
of men, women and children, upwards of thirty people. We 
then saw the mutineeis crossing the bridge at about 9 o’clock. 
A good number of them were cavalry and some infantry : this 
portion of the mutineers passed close under the walls or para¬ 
pets of our house, which is immediately on the banks of the 
river, and some of them fired at one of the gentlemen who 
was then on the top of the house. This body then went off in 
the direction of the jail, with the intention, as we supposed, of 
setting the prisoners free. Shortly after that we heard they 
had entered the city and were murdering the Europeans 
wherever they met them. About this time one of the city 
people, a Mahomedan and a dyer by trade, rushed into our 
grounds with a drawn sword in his hand, reeking with blood, 


1. Hone attendant. 
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repeating the Kalima^, and calling out to know where the 
Europeans were Mr. Nowlan asked him who and what he 
was, and on his not replying, shot him dead. This man was 
the only one who had entered the grounds, but then 50 or 60 
of his followers, city people, collected at our gate. About 
11 o’clock, a Mrs. Foulon was brought into our house by a 
Mahomedan; she had been severely wounded in the head by 
some of tlie city people, who had entered and plundered her 
house. Nothing further of consequence happened till about 
3 P.M., when the Magazine blew up, I then requested 
Mr. Aldwell to let me and my three children leave the house, 
as the servants told me that the mutineers had gone for the 
purpose of bringing guns to bear upon it, and I was anxious to 
obtain concealment elsewhere. Myself and three children 
then dressed ourselves as natives, and left the house in two 
native doolies®, and were taken to the residence of one of the 
King’s grandsons, by name Mirza Abdulla. His wife and 
sister receivecT us kindly, for Mr. Aldwell and myself had 
known the family before We remained there till 8 that 
evening, when Mirza Abdulla came and said he would 
remove us to a house of greater security, viz.y to one belonging 
to his mother-in-law. He removed us there, keeping some of 
our property with him, saying it would be dangerous for us to 
take it in the streets, and that I was to send my munshi for it 
the next morning. I acordingly sent my munshi for this pro¬ 
perty, viz-i 200 rupees in money, and some silver plate; but 
Mirza Abdulla denied having received it, and sent word that 
if we didn’t remove from his mother-in-law’s house he would 
send people down to murder us, and accordingly that evening, 
at about 6 o’clock, he sent his uncle and some of his servants 
to see if we had left the house, and if not, to murder us there 
I did not see the uncle, but I saw the servants, and they had 
drawn swords in their hands, when my munshi’s mother 
upbraided, saying, “Is this the Mirza’s hospitality; if this had 
been his intention, why did he not refuse to receive us ? Why 
promise shelter and safety merely for the purposes of murder*'. 
She also added, “If you are determined to kill any one, kill me 

2. Islamic confession of faith. 

3, Palanquins. 
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first; I have eaten the Christian’s salt, and cannot now see 
them murdered”. She also added tauntingly, "‘By killing me 
you will perform a very meritorious action, as I am a Syadni 
and a Shiah”. This was in allusion to the King’s family being 
Sunnis, and the sect of Sunnis having originally murdered the 
sons of the prophet or the Syads. The men replied to her 
that if they were to do so they would be as bad as infidels; but 
that they were determined on killing all the Christians, and 
advised all who were not so either to leave the house and let 
them kill us there, or to turn us out of the house, and they 
would murder us in the street. It was finally permitted to us 
to remain till next morning, on condition of our then leaving. 
During the night, however, my munshi brought my tailor to 
me; and I asked if he knew of any place where he could take 
and conceal us. He said that he had heard that Nawab 
Ahmad Ali Khan^ was sheltering Europeans, and he would 
take us there. He went to get the Nawab’s conveyance; but 
when he returned he said the mutineers had already got infor¬ 
mation of Europeans being concealed in the Nawab’s residence, 
and had brought guns to bear on it; but that he would take us 
to his own house. He did so; and while we were there, he 
said that he had heard that several Christians had been taken 
to the Palace, and that the King had guaranteed their lives 
there, though he had put them into confinement, and he 
advised us as the safest place to go there. On Wednesday 
night, at between 7 and 8, this tailor and one of the cavalry 
mutineers, by name Kadirdad Khan, escorted us to the Palace. 
This trooper had formerly received some kindness from the 
tailor, and on this account agreed to escort us, saying at the 
time, he would not prove ungrateful to him, although they 
had all taken an oath to murder every European. On reach¬ 
ing the Lahore Gate of the Palace, we were made prisoners 
by some of the King’s police stationed there as a guard. 
These men took us to Mirza Moghal, who ordered us to be 
confined with the rest of the European prisoners then in confi¬ 
nement. We were accordingly taken there on Wednesday 
night, the 13th of May. As far as I can guess, I should say, 
men, women, and children included, there were from 46 to 50 


4. An agent of the Raja of Ballabhgarh. 
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persons imprisoned. Their names, as far as I and my children 
have been able to recollect them, are according to the folloy^ing 
list, viz , Mrs. Scully and three children, Mrs. Glynn, Mrs. 
Edwards and two children, Mrs. Mollony and two children, 
Mrs, Sheehan and child, Mrs. Corbet and daughter, Mrs. 
Staines, Mrs. Cochrane, Miss Stains, Miss M. Hunt, Miss E. Ber- 
esford, Miss L Ryley, Master Richard Shaw, Miss Alice Shaw, 
Miss Ann Shaw, Mr. Roberts and son, Mr. Crow, Mr. Smith. 
There was one other man whose name I don’t know, nor 
can I recollect the names of the other women and children. 
We were all confined in one room, very dark, with only one 
door, and no window or other opening. It was not fit for the 
residence of any human being, much less for the number of 
us that were there. We were very much crowded together, 
and in consequence of the sepoys and every one who took a 
fancy to do so, coming and frightening the children, we were 
obliged frequently to close the one door that we had, which 
then left us without light or air. The sepoys used to come 
with their muskets loaded and bayonets fixed, and ask us whe¬ 
ther we would consent to become Mahomedans, and dso 
slaves, if the King granted us our lives; but the King’s special 
armed retainers from which the guard over us was always 
furnished, incited the sepoys to be content with nothing short 
of our lives, saying we should be cut up in small pieces, and 
given as food to the kites and crows. On Thursday some of 
the sepoys came and told the ladies that they intended to kill 
us all by mining and blowing up the Palace. We were very 
indifferently fed; but on two occasions the King sent us better 
food. Nothing further of consequence occurred till Friday 
afternoon, when one of the King’s special servants asked one 
of the ladies (I think it was Mrs Staines), if the English were 
ever restored to power, how they would treat them, and she 
replied, “Just as you have treated our husbands and children.” 
The next morning, between 8 and 9 o’clock, viz-, on Saturday, 
the 16th of May, the whole party of the Europeans, with 
exception of myself, three children, and an old native Maho- 
medan woman who had been confined with us for giving food 
and water to some Christians, were taken out and murdered. 

Question —How do you know that these {>€ople V^ere all 
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murdered, and how was it that an exception was made in 
favour of yourself and children ? 

Answer —Before leaving my tailor’s house I had a petition 
written addressed to the King, and was taking it myself in 
hopes of seeing the King, and being able to present it to him 
in person; but when I was taken prisoner by the guard at the 
Lahore Gate, the men composing it took the paper from me : 
in it I had stated that myself and children were from Cashmere 
and were Mussulmanis. On this account we had our food 
given to us separately, and the King’s own servants evidently 
believed we were Mussulmanis, as they ate and drank with us. 
Since the outbreak on Monday I had learnt and had taught 
my children the Mahomedan confession of faith, and we were 
all able to repeat it. It was from believing us Mussulmans 
that our lives were spared. On the morning of the 16th of 
May some of the King’s special servants, attended by a small 
number of Infantry sepoys, came and called out to our party, 
that the Christians were to come out of the building, and that 
the five Mahomedans were to remain. The women and 
children began crying, saying they knew they were going to be 
murdered; but the Mahomedans swore on the Kuran, and the 
Hindus on the Jumna that such was not the case, that they 
wanted to give them a better residence, and that the one they 
were then in would be converted into a Magazine. On this 
they went out, were counted; but I do not know the number; 
a rope was thrown round to encircle the whole group, the 
same as prisoners are usually kept together with when on the 
move, and in this manner they were taken out of my sight, 
and, as 1 heard, brought under the pipal tree by the small 
reservoir in the courtyard, and there murdered with swords by 
the King’s private servants. None of the sepoys took part in 
killing them. The privilege, for it was so considered, of 
murdering them was particularly reserved for the King’s own 
servants, as it was believed by them that the killing an infidel 
would ensure them a place in paradise. I was told of this at 
the time by the wife of a sweeper, and afterwards when resid¬ 
ing in Delhi during the whole time of the rebellion, frequently 
heard this circumstance confirmed. Two guns were fired 
immediately after the massacre had been completed, and 1 was 
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then informed that this was intended as a token of joy. About 
an hour after the massacre an old man, who used to be known 
as the Mufti Sahib, came and said to the King’s private ser¬ 
vants who were guarding us, that he wanted to see the five 
prisoners who had been saved. He told us that our lives had 
been spared, and told the King’s servants to conduct us to 
some place of safety, but on no account to do it during the 
day, as the sepoys or city people might murder us. (I may 
mention that some of them had suspicion of our being Chris¬ 
tians). In the evening we were taken back to my tailor’s 
house, and the following Tuesday we were again made priso¬ 
ners by the police officer of the quarter where we were hiding. 
We were brought as prisoners before Mirza Moghal. The 
police officer informed him that we were Christians in disguise, 
and he gave orders that we should be executed; but the Sepoys 
of the 38th prevented this being carried into effect, saying they 
would take us. We were then taken and confined in Captain 
Douglas’ apartments, where we were kept in confinement till 
the day after the battle of the Hindan, when we were released 
by the 38th sepoys. When the sepoys, who returned defeated 
on that occasion, came back to the city, the men began talking 
despondingly, saying they would have no chance against the 
English. The Hindu sepoys especially upbraided the Maho- 
medans, saying : “This is your first engagement with the 
English; is this the way you intended to fight for your faith ?” 
They also already spoke in terms of much regard of the turn 
that affairs had taken, reproached the Mahomedans for having 
deceived them on pretences of their religion, and seemed to 
doubt greatly whether the English Government had really had 
any intention of interfering with their caste. Great numbers 
of the Hindu Sepoys at this time declared that if they could be 
sure their lives would be spared, they would gladly go back to 
the service of the Government; but the Mahomedans, on the 
contrary, used to assert that the King’s service was much better 
than that of the English, that the Nawabs and Rajahs would 
supply the King with large forces, and they must eventually 
conquer. 

Question —During your stay in the city of Delhi, had you 
any opportunity of observing that there was a marked difFe- 
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rence between the bearing of the Mahomedans generally and 
that of the Hindus in reference to the rebellion ? 

Answer —Yes, the Mahomedans always seemed glad that the 
mutiny had taken place, and during the Muharram festival, I 
heard the Mahomedan women praying, and teaching their 
children to pray, for the success of their faith, and these 

prayers were generally accompanied by execrations against the 
English. 

Question —Had the Mussulmans and Hindus any quarrels or 
discussions among themselves on the score of religion when 
they were in Delhi together ? 

Answer —I think when the troops first came, the Hindus 
made the King promise that there should be no oxen killed in 
the city, and this promise was kept. I believed that not a 
single ox was killed in Delhi during the whole time of the 
rebellion. On the festival of the Bakr-Eed, when the Mahom¬ 
edans usually slaughter an ox, a disturbance was expected; 
but the Mahomedans r efrained from doing so on tliis occasion. 
On the morning of the 9th of September I effected my escape 
from Delhi in native disguise, and, accompanied by my three 
children and two servants, reached Meerut. 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

Examined by Court 

Question —From what has come to your knowledge, do you 
believe that any European females were treated with great 
insult and indignity, either by the native soldiery or populace 
of Delhi ? 

Answer —Yes, 

The witness withdraws. 

It being 4 o’clock, the Court adjourns till II A.M., 
to-morrow 




14 


Fourteenth Day’s Proceedings 


Friday, February 12th, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this morning at 11AM. in the 
Hall of Special Audience in the Palace at Delhi. 

The President, Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge 
Advocate-General are all present. 

The prisoner is brought into Court. 

Mr. C.B. Saunders, Officiating Commissioner and Agent 
to the Lieutenant-Governor, is called into Court and duly 
sworn. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question — Cm you give the Court any information as to 
the circumstances under which the Kings of Delhi became 
subjects and pensioners of the British Government in India ? 

Answer —Shah Alam*, Emperor of Delhi) after having his 
eyes put out and having, suffered every indignity from the 
hands of Ghulam Kadir, fell into the hands of th« Mahrastos 
in the year 1788. The Emperor, although vested with nominal 

L Jaialuddin Shah Alamn (1759*1806) was tha I5th King on the Mughal 
Throne, 
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authority over the city of Delhi, was kept in confinement, more 
or less rigorous, untill the year 1803, when General Lakfe^ 
having seized Aligarh, marched with the British troops against 
Delhi. The Mahratta Army drawn out at Patpanganj, six 
miles from Delhi, was attacked by General Lake and utterly 
routed The city and fort having been evacuated by the 
Mahrattas, the Emperor Shah Alam sent a message to General 
Lake, applying for the protection of the British Authorities, 
and on the 14th September, the date since rendered more 
memorable by the successful assault in 1857, the British troops 
entered Delhi : from that time the Kings of Delhi have become 
pensioned subjects of the British Government, and have 
exchanged the state of rigorous confinement in which they 
were held by the Mahrattas, to one of more lenient resiraint 
under the British rule. The Prisoner succeeded to the titular 
sovereignty of Delhi in 1837. He had no power whatever 
beyond the precincts of his own Palace; he had the power of 
conferring titles and dresses of honour upon his own immediate 
retainers, but was prohibited from exercising that power on 
any others. He and the heir apparent alone were exempted 
from the jurisdiction of the Company's local courts; but were 
under the orders of the Supreme Government. 

Question —Was there any limit to the number of the Priso¬ 
ner’s armed retainers ? 

Answer —The Prisoner requested Lord Auckland® to be 
permitted to entertain as many men in his service as he 
thought proper. The Governor-General, in reply, accorded 
permission to his entertaining as many men as he could pay 
out of the income allotted to him. 

Question —Gan you state the amount of pension granted 
by the Government to the Prisoner at the time of the out¬ 
break ? 

Answer —He was in receipt of a stipend of one lakh of 
rupees per mensem, of which 99,000 rupees were paid at 
Delhi, and 1,000 at Lucknow to the members of his family 

2. British C-in-C in l603, Lake (1744-1808) was one of the makers of the 

British Empire in India. 

3. Auckland, Q.E., Earl of (1784-1894) was Governor-General Mi India,, 

1836-42. 
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there. He also was in receipt of revenue to the amount of 
11 lakhs of rupees per annum from the crown lands, in the 
neighbourhood of Delhi. He also received a considerable sum 
from ground-rents of houses and tenements in the city of 
Delhi. 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

The witness withdraws. 

Major Paterson, of the 54th Native Infantry, is called into 
Court and duly sworn. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Qiiestion —Were you in Delhi on the 11th of last May ? 

Answer —Yes, 

Qiiestion —Relate what you witnessed on that occasion ? 

Answer —There was a parade on the morning of the 11th 
for the purpose of hearing some order read, and it passed off 
as usual without anything occurring to point suspicion of any 
outbreak being at hand; but about 9 o’clock the regiment was 
ordered to parade for the purpose of proceeding to the bridge- 
of-boats over the Jurnna to prevent some mutineers of the 
3rd Cavalry from crossing, it being then understood that these 
men were on their way from Meerut. Arriving on parade 
I was ordered by the late Colonel Ripley to take two com¬ 
panies, iny own (the Grenadiers) and No. 1, for the purpose 
of escorting a couple of guns down. The Colonel directed me 
to proceed in the first instance to Captain DeTeissier’s house 
for orders, that being on the road down, and Captain 
DeTeissier told me to take my companies to the Sudder Bazar, 
and wait till the guns came. I was there for about three- 
quarters of an hour, and the guns not coming, I sent my 
subaltern. Lieutenant Vibert, to ascertain the reason of the 
delay, and to save time I proceeded with my two companies 
in direction of the bridge, thinking the guns would overtake 
me. Lieutenant Vibert rejoined me half way, saying that 
the native gunners were just turning out, but that the guns 
would now come up immediately. They joined me when I 
was 1J miles from the bridge. On our arriving within about 
100 yards of the Cashmere Gate I was met by Captain Wallace, 
74th Native Infantry, field officer of the week, who requested 
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me to hasten in as fast as I could, as the Cavalry mutineers 
had arrived and had shot down all the officers of the 54th 
Native Infantry. I immediately ordered the two companies 
to load, and while this was being done Colonel Ripley came 
out of the Cashmere Gate wounded in several places, and 
supported by the Fife-Major. I then marched on expecting 
to meet the mutineers, but there was not one to be seen,— 
not even a sepoy of the 8 companies of the 54th Native 
Infantry that had gone in advance with Colonel Ripley,—but 
merely the usual main guard of 50 men of the 38th Native 
Infantry under Lieutenant Proctor. Captain Wallace told 
me that these men of the 38th had seen Colonel Ripley cut 
down within a few yards of them by the cavalry troopers, and 
though he urged them to rescue him, not a man attempted 
to do so. The sepoys of the 54th must, of course, have behaved 
in an equally shameful manner. I saw the following officers 
lying dead in the open space to the west of the church, viz-. 
Captain Smith, Captain Burrows, Lieutenant Edwards, and 
Lieutenant Waterfield, and also the Sergeant-Major, all of the 
54th, Native Infantry. Having placed the guns in position and 
sentries at the different points, I proposed to Lieutenant Vibert 
that we should go and bring in the bodies of the officers; the 
sepoys of the companies advised us not to do so just yet, as the 
troopers were about and looking out for officers. The sepoys 
said they would do it, as they would not be touched: 
they did not, however, do so at this time. Shortly 
after this we were joined by the Adjutant, Lieutenant 
Osborn, and Lieutenant Butler, who had been wounded 
by the city people. Ensign Angelo also joined us, 
and everything at this time was perfectly quiet at the Cash- 
mere Gate; but about 12 a sepoy of the Light Company came 
to me and said that the Havildar Major had sent him to ask 
where the regiment was to go. I then enquired where it was, 
and he told me at Sabzi Mandi; that on the troopers shooting 
down the officers, the men had run away and assembled there. 
I directed him to go and order them up to the Cashmere Gate. 
They came up without any European officer, and the Havildar 
Major told me that they had been followed the whole way by 
some of the troopers who were inciting them to join in the 
mutiny. After this the officers, assisted by some of the ■sepoys, 
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went and brought in the bodies above mentioned. We were 
now joined by the 74th under Major Abbot, and also a couple 
of guns of Captain DeTeissier’s battery, I think it was about 
this time, 2 P.M., that we heard heavy firing in the direction 
of the Magazine, which continued till about ^ past 3, when it 
was blown up. I forgot to mention that on my arrival at the 
Cashmere Gate, Mr. Galloway came and asked me to streng¬ 
then his guard at the treasury, which I did. Lieutenant 
Willoughby joined us, having made his escape from the 
Magazine, when he told us how he and the few Europeans 
with him had defended it, and of the King having in the 
morning sent down men to take possession of it, and that this 
being refused, scaling ladders had been sent down at 2 o’clock, 
according to a threat given them. We remained at the 
Cashmere Gate till about 5 o’clock, when all of a sudden, as I 
was standing near the outer Cashmere Gate, a volley was fired, 
which passed close in front of me, killing Captain Gordon and 
Lieutenant Revely, of the 74th, and wounding Lieutenant 
Osborn, of the 54th. A sepoy of the Light Company then put 

his arm on my shoulder and told me I tiad better go or I 
should be shot down, and seeing it was useless to remain, the 
sepoys of the 54th being no longer under control, I went out 
and was joined by an Officer of the 74th. We were going 
down to the Flag Staff by the main road, but the sepoy of the 
Light Company (the only one who stood by me) recommended 
me going off the road through the several compounds, the 
main road not being safe. We did so, and on reaching the 
Flag Staff I reported to Brigadier Graves all that I had 
noticed. There were two guns and about 300 of the 38th 
Native Infantry at this time with Brigadier Graves, who, as far 
as I could perceive, were still obeying orders; but I was not 
there more than fifteen minutes when a retreat was deter¬ 
mined on, the men of the 38th saying they wmuld retreat with 
us wherever we went. They fell in, marched down the hill, 
took the road through cantonments : but on getting near their 
lines went off by ones and twos to their huts, and on my ask¬ 
ing them what they were going to do, said they were going to 
drink water. They took off their arms and accoutrements, and 
in fact went off together. On seeing this I went to my own 
Quarter Guard. This was about ^ past 7. I endeavoured to 
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persuade the guard to come along with me, and remained 
talking to them for about half-an-hour, and at last the Hayl- 
dar Major and two sepoys agreed to accompany me. We then 
started off, but lost our way during the night and found our¬ 
selves not more than four miles from Delhi in the morning. I 
remained three days in the vicinity of the Ice-pits, about three 
miles from the city. The Havildar and one of the sepoys left 
me the first morning under the pretence of bringing me food, 
the other left me the next day, and I finally made my escape, 
assisted by a fakir'*, to Karnal. 

Qiiestion —From what you observed of your own men on the 
11th of May, or any time immediately preceding it, do you 
think the sepoys of the 54th Native Infantry had been appri¬ 
sed of the coming of the mutineers from Meerut, before they 
were generally known to be near ? 

Answer —Not from anything that I observed on the 11th or 
previous to it; but I now am convinced, from their whole con¬ 
duct on that day, as well as from information I have since 
received, that they knew generally what was going to occur. 
Lieutenant Vibert in September last told me that the Subedar 
Major of the Regiment, Sheikh Imam Bakhsh, had stated to 
the late Captain Russell that men had been in our lines two 
months before the 11th of May, coming and going away and 
instigating the sepoys to rebellion. Captain Russell was killed 
at Badli-ka-Serai on the 8th of June last; the Subedar Major 
is, I believed, still at Meerut, and it was there after the out¬ 
break that I imagine Captain Russell got this information from 
him. 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

The witness withdraws. 

Mukand Lai, Secretary to the ^x-King of Delhi, is called 
into Court and duly affirmed. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Do you know anything concerning the origin of 
the late rebellion in the Native Army ? 


4. Medicant 
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Answer —The King of Delhi has for some two years been 
disaffected against the Government, and was disposed not to 
respect his obligations to the English. The particulars are as 
follows :—When Mirza Haidar Shikoh and Mirza Murid, sons 
of Mirza Khan Bakhsh, son of Mirza Sulaiman Shikoh, came 
here from Lucknow, they, in concert with Hasan Askari, 
arranged and suggested to the King that he should have a 
letter prepared and despatched to the King of Persia. This 
letter, they suggested, should represent that the English had 
made the King a prisoner, and had put a stop to all those 
marks of respect to which, as King, he was entitled, and had 
suspended the appointment of an heir-apparent. It was 
further to represent that his wishes in reference to the appoint¬ 
ment of any particular son as heir-apparent were not attended 
to. Under these circumstances the letter was to request that 
such an understanding might be established that mutual inter¬ 
changes of visits and letters might be the result. Sidi Kambar, 
who was one of the King’s special armed retainers, was pre¬ 
sented with rupees 100, through Mahbub Ali Khan, for the 
expenses of his journey, and was despatched in the direction 
of Persia, with a letter that had been prepared in the King’s 
private secretariat office. After this Mirza Haidar and his 
brother returned to Lucknow, and having despatched his 
brother Mirza Najaf, a distant relation of the King, with Mirza 
Bulaki, son of Mirza Musharraf-ud-din, son of Mirza Agha 
Jan, to Persia, reported the same to the King in writing. It is 
now about three years since some infantry soldiers stationed at 

Delhi became the disciples of the King through Mirza Ali, 
whose duty it was to receive and present all petitions, and 
also through Hamid Khan, Jemadar : and on that occasion the 
King gave each of them a document detailing the names and 
order of those who had preceded him in the direct line, toge¬ 
ther with a napkin dyed pink as an emblem of his blessing. 
The Agent of the Lieutenant-Governor hearing of this occur¬ 
rence, enquired regarding it, and for the future prohibited the 
King’s making any more of the men of the army his disciples. 
It may be said that from that day a sort of understanding was 
established between the army and the King. Some twenty 
days before the commencement of the late rebellion intellt- 
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gence was received here that the troops at Meerut was about 
breaking out in open mutiny, but it had not been heard that 
they were to come here. When the troopers arrived, they first 
came under the Palace windows, and told the King that they 
had come to him after killing all the English at Meerut, and 
that they would slay immediately those that were here; and 
they further said that they would, for the future, consider the 
Prisoner their King, and that now there was not an English¬ 
man left in all India,—all had been slain. They further said 
the whole army would obey the King’s orders. The King 
said that if they had a disposition to come that they should 
prepare themselves for all consequences, and if they were so 
prepared, they were at liberty to come and take the manage¬ 
ment of matters into their hands. While this disturbance was 
going on, these traitors got into the city; the special armed 
retainers joined them, and Kadirdad Khan, a resident of 
Cabul, slew the Resident, Mr. Fraser, while some of the infantry 
soldiers, with others of the King’s retainers, went to the apart¬ 
ments of the Commandant of the Palace Guards, and slew him 
there. After that the English were killed all about the city wher¬ 
ever they were met with. The same day proclamation was made 
by beat of drum throughout the city that God was the Ruler 
of the World, and that Bahadur Shah was Sovereign of the 
country, and had the supreme authority. The next day, the 
12th, when the troops from Meerut and those at Delhi had 
coalesced, the King took his seat on the throne, a salute of 
guns was fired, and Mahbub Ali Khan, the minister, was 
ordered to give the whole army a feast. Accordingly they 
were all supplied with confectionery, the native officers receiv¬ 
ing in addition a present in money. Formerly a silver throne 
had been kept in the Hall of Special Audience, on which the 
King used to take his seat on special state occasions; but since 
the year 1842 the presentation of the usual offering by the 
Agent of the Lieutenant-Governor on occasion of interviews 
and salutes was disallowed. This throne was then removed 
and placed in a recess in the passage below the King’s sitting- 
room, and since that time was in disuse till the 12th of May, 
when it was brought out again, and the King took his seat on 
it, as on a throne. 
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Question —Before the 11th of May were any proposals sent 
by the army to the King ? 

Answer —I don’t know whether any direct proposals came 
to the Prisoner, but the King’s personal attendants sitting 
about the entrance to his private apartments used to converse 
among themselves, and say that very soon, almost immedia¬ 
tely, the army would revolt and come to the Palace, when the 
Government of the King would be re-established, and all the 
old servants would be greatly promoted and advanced in posi¬ 
tion and emoluments. 

It being 4 o’clock the Court adjourns till 11 A.M., to¬ 
morrow. 





Fifteenth Day’s Proceedings 


Saturday, February 13th, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this day at 11 A.M. in the Hall of 
Special Audience in the Palace at Delhi. The President, 
Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge Advocate-General 
are all present. 

The Prisoner is brought into Court, attended by his attor¬ 
ney Ghulam Abbas. 

Mukand Lai, the ^A:-King*s Secretary, is called into Court, 
and examined on his former affirmation. 

Examination by Judge Advocate — (continued) 

Question —Who were the personal attendants of the King 
who used to talk in this way ? 

Answer —Basant Ali Khan, and the whole body of them. 

Question —How many days previous to the outbreak were 
they talking in this way ? 

Answer —Four days. 

According to your statement it appears that 
Mirza Haidar Shikoh took part in the consultation relative to 
the correspondence with Persia; but it is known that the King 
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complained against Mirza Haidar Shikoh for having calum¬ 
niated him at Lucknow, how do you explain this ? 

Answer —This was merely a deception adopted as a precau¬ 
tion against the chance of the true state of affairs coming to 
light, so that should such happen it might be brought forward 
as proof that there could be no combination, but on the con¬ 
trary dissension between the two parties. 

Qiiestion —By whose orders were the ladies and children 
that were prisoners in the Palace murdered ? 

Answer —These people were being collected for three days : 
on the fourth day the infantry and cavalry soldiers, accompa¬ 
nied by Mirza Moghal, came to the entrance of the King’s 
private apartments, and requested the King’s permission to 
kill them. The King was at this time in his own apartments : 
Mirza Moghal and Basant Ali Khan went inside while the 
soldiery remained without; they returned in about 20 minutes, 
when Basant Ali Khan publicly and in a loud voice pioclaim- 
ed that the King had given his permission for the slaughter of 
the prisoners, and that they could take them away : accord¬ 
ingly the King’s armed retainers, in whose custody the priso¬ 
ners had been, took them from the place of confinement, and, 
in conjunction with some of the mutinous soldiery, killed 
them. 

Question —Do you know anything further ? 

Answer —After the fighting had commenced, whoever 
brought in the head of an European soldier, or officer, received 
a reward of two rupees. 

Question —On any occasion was any soldier or officer taken 
prisoner and brought in alive ? 

Answer —No. 

Question —Previous to this outbreak had the Mahoraedans 
entered into any conspiracy or combination to bring about this 
insurrection ? 

Answer —When the mutineers arrived here the Mahome- 
dans joined them at once :—is it not to be inferred from this 
that some combination must have previously existed between 
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them ?—but it was only the lower and not the higher orders 
that joined them. 

Question —Can you name any men among the higher classes 
of the Mahommedans that did not join in rebellion against the 
British Government ? The King and all the princes most cer¬ 
tainly did so. 

Answer —My former answer was in allusion to the day of 
the outbreak, and not to anything which occurred subse¬ 
quently. 

Question —Who were the persons that were admitted to the 
private confidential conferences with the King ? 

Answer —Mahbub Ali Khan, a eunuch and Prime Minister, 
Hasan Askari, the priest, Zinat Mahall, the favourite Queen, 
Nani Begam, the Prisoner’s daughter, Agha Begam, another 
daughter of the Prisoner, and Ashraf-un-nissa, one of the 
King’s wives, and when there was a necessity for anything 
being written, it was done by the King’s special secretariat 
office under the direction of the Physician Ahsan Ullah Khan, 
and a person who was by caste a Kayasth, but had the same 
name as myself, viz.y Mukand Lai. 

Question —Persian papers Nos. 2, 3 and 4, arranged under 
the head oi Murder'* are shown to witness, and he is asked if 
he recognizes the handwriting of them ? 

Answer —I do not. They may have been written in the 
new office set up by Subadar Bakht Khan : one of his writers, 
a moulavy, used to prepare the papers and bring them to have 
the King’s seal affixed. 

Question —Were you never admitted to the private confiden¬ 
tial conferences of the King ? 

Answer —No. 

Question —How then did you become aware of what you 
have related, in reference to the mission to Persia. 

Answer — I used to remain in attendance on Mahbub Ali 
Khan, the Minister. I was a servant of the King, but was 
attached especially to the service of Mahbub Ali Khan, and 
used to hear some subjects of confidence from him. 

Was it generally supposed in the Palace that 
Hasan Askari had great influence with the King ? 
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Ar/siwr— YeSj not only in the Palace but throughout the city 
alsoj it was known that Hasan Askari, the priest, and Mahfiub 
All Khan exercised the greatest influence over the King. 

Question —Was not one of the daughters of the King a disci¬ 
ple of Hasan Askari, and was either of the two you have 
mentioned as admitted to the confidential conference the one 
alluded to ? 

Answer —A daughter of the King’s named Nawab Begam, 
the wife of Miiza Zaman Shah, had become a disciple of 
Hasan Askari, but she died li years ago; the other two I have 
named did not professedly become his disciples, but they 
always avowed great faith in his sanctity. 

Question —Did the Prisoner on any occasion go out of the 
Palace for the purpose of encouraging the troops to fight 
against the English ? 

Answer —Yes, two days after the assault, viz.f on the 16th 
September, he went in an open litter in the direction of the 
Magazine, at the head of the army; but had scarcely proceeded 
200 yards beyond the Palace when he halted for an hour, and 
then returned, the army in the meantime dispersing. 

Question —Do you know what induced the Prisoner to halt 
after proceeding so short a distance, and to what was it 
generally attributed ? 

Answer —He had gone out with the army in order to dis¬ 
lodge the British from the city : when the troops became 
engaged, he stayed to encourage them. 

Question —Did the King habitually peruse the paper called 
the Sadik-ul-Akhbar ? 

Answer —I can’t say as to his always reading it; but this 
paper and others used to come to him. 

Question —Was there more than usual agitation and excite¬ 
ment among the Mussulmans of Delhi against the British Rule 
some few months before the outbreak ? 

Answer —I don’t know. 

Question — Were you in the habit of reading the Authentic 
News, the Sadik-ul-Akhbar ? 

Answer— I never read it. 
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The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

Examined by Court 

Question —Were any persons of the Hindu faith admitted to 
the private confidential conferences of tlie Prisoner, except 
Mukand Lai Kaya.sth ? 

Answer —No, no other Hindu was so trusted. 

Qjiestion —Are you aware wliether any emissaries were des¬ 
patched from Delhi, after the outbreak, to induce the native 
regiments that had not at that time revoked, to come and join 
the mutineers in Delhi ? 

Answer —I don't know. 

The witness withdraws. 

Captain Tytler, of the 38th N I., is called into Court and 
duly sworn. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Were you in Delhi on the lOth of May last? 

Answer —Yes. 

Qjiestion —Did you on that day see or hear any carriage, 
such as is used for travelling post, go into the lines of your 
regiment; if so, state all the circumstances ? 

Answer —Yes, about 3 P.M. on Sunday, the 10th of May, 
I heard a bugle and the sound of carriage wheels pass my 
door. This being very unusual where I resided, I told a servant 
of mine to run out and see if any one was coming to my house. 
He went and returned immediately, and said it was a carriage 
with natives going towards the lines. My house being a corner 
one, the carriage was obliged to pass three sides of the grounds; 
so before it passed a second side, I directed the same servant 
to run to the lines, and give my salaam to the Subadar Major 
of the regiment, and say I wanted to see him, for it occurred 
to me that he and the other native officers of my regiment who 
had been to Meerut on Court-martial duty must be returning 
in this carriage. The servant returned shortly afterwards and 
said, there are a great number of natives in the carriage from 
Meerut, but none belonging to our regiment, by which I disti¬ 
nctly understood he alluded to soldiers. 
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Qtieslion—What did you witness on the Ilth of May ? 

Answer —On the morning of the Ilth of May, I think about 
9 o’clock, one of my servants rushed into the room and said 
Lieutenant Holland had sent over to say that troops were 
marching on Delhi. I put on my uniform and went over to 
him. He joined me and we then went together to Lieutenant 
Gambier, the Adjutant, where we met Colonel Knyvett, 
Commanding the regiment, Captain Gardner and the Brigade- 
Major, Captain Nicol; and I then learnt that mutineers were 
marching from Meerut on to Delhi; and I was ordered to 
proceed at once to the lines, and take my own company along 
with Captain Gardner’s. Completing them to the strength of 
200 men, with the usual allowance of ammunition in pouch, 
I was then ordered to proceed to a house on the ridge above 
the new powder magazine, outside the city, and to be very 
particular that no body of men crossed over from the opposite 
side of the river Captain Gardner and I went immediately 
to the lines; we found the men of our companies rather excited, 
and it was with some slight difficulty that we succeeded in 
completing each of our companies to 100 strong. A slight 
delay now took place in serving out the ammunition, and after 
sending repeatedly to the Magazine to ascertain the cause, I 
went myself, and the Khalassies^ said “What can vve do ? The 
sepoys about here who have come for ammunition are quarrell¬ 
ing and squabbling with us about the cartridges and caps, and 
we cannot give either without counting them.” I hurried the 
work and returned to the company. When the cartridges and 
caps were being served out many of the men seized more 
bundles than they were entitled to, therefore to prevent further 
delay at the time, I had these menmaiked, that I might punish 
them afterwards. Captain Gardner also remarked to me that 
the men of his company showed the same anxiety to secure 
more ammunition than they were entitled to. The order was 
now given to the companies to march. Both Captain Gardner 
and myself remarked the excited manner in which the men 
left the lines, shouting vehemently every now and then, and 
which neither of us could prevent. I wish here to record a 


I. Labourers in the Magazine. 
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circumstance that occurred on the morning of the 11th, but 
which I have omitted mentioning. There was a Brigade 
parade that morning to hear the sentence of a General Court- 
martial read regarding a native officer, Ishwari Pande, at 
Barrackpore when I remarked a murmur of disapprobation 
throughout the whole regiment. Though it lasted but a few 
seconds, it struck me forcibly as something extraordinary, 
never having witnessed anything like it before. When we 
arrived at the house over the Magazine I placed sentries at 
different points which commanded the bend of the river. The 
rest of the men, after piling arms, I took into the house; it was 
a very hot day, and as some of our men had procured water 
melons and some sweetmeats, they brought them to us, and 
insisted on our partaking of them; both Captain Gardner and 
myself remarked the great attention our men were paying us. 
In the meantime we were called out to see fires that were 
every now and then appearing in the city. Shortly after this 
we heard a report of cannon. All this we could not account 
for. Captain Gardner remarked to me how lucky it was that 
our men seemed so well disposed, as we were convinced that 
there was something serious going on in the city, particularly 
as we remembered the fires that had broken out in Ambala 
and other places. We now remarked that our men were 
forming small groups in the heat of the sun. I ordered them 
to come in and not expose themselves thus. They said “We 
like being in the sun.’^ I ordered them in again. When I went 
into one of the rooms I remarked, for the first time, a native, 
from his appearance a soldier, haranguing the men of the com¬ 
panies, and saying that every power or government existed 
their allotted time, and that it was nothing extraordinary that 
that of the English had come to an end, according to what had 
been predicted in their native books. Before 1 could make a 
prisoner of him the Magazine in the city exploded, and then 
the men of the two companies with a tremendous shout took 
up their arms and ran off to the city, exclaiming **Prithvi Raj 
KiJaP‘ or “Victory to the Sovereign of the World.” 

Question —Did you notice anything before the 10th of May 
that led you to suppose that the sepoys of your regiment were 
disaffected ? 
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Answer —No. 

Question —Did any other circumstance come to your notfce 
from which you might infer that a disturbance at Delhi had 
been expected before it broke out ? 

Answer —Yes, one of my old servants, a man who had been 
about 26 years in our family, was about this time going on 
leave, and when I urged him particularly to return, he on 
several occasions, with a sorrowful expression, said, “Yes, wSir, 
provided your hearth is still in existence,” that is, provided you 
and your family are in a condition to give me service. He made 
use of these expressions about a week or ten days before the 
outbreak. He left me about this time, and I have not seen or 
heard from him since. 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

The witness withdraws. 

Sergeant Fleming, late bazar sergeant at Delhi, is called 
into Court and duly sworn. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Was your son some time before the outbreak here 
in May last in the habit of riding and exercising the horses of 
the Prisoner’s son, Jawan Bakht ? 

Answer —Yes, he had done so for five or six years. 

Question —What was the age of your son ? 

Answer —He was about 19. 

Question —A short time before the outbreak did he complain 
to you of any language used to him by the Prisoner’s son, 
Jawan Bakht ? 

Answer —In the latter end of the month of April 1857 he 
came from Mr Fraser’s office, where he used to write, and 
told me that he had that day gone in the morning to the Prime 
Minister’s house as usual, and had there seen the Prisoner’s 
son, Jawan Bakht, who resided in that quarter, and that this 
Jawan Bakht had then told him that he was not to come again; 
that he did not like to see the face of an English infidel, and 
that before many days he would have them all killed and 
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under his feet. Jawan Bakht then spat at him. My son told 
Mr. Fraser of it at the time, but Mr. Fraser replied that he was 
a fool, and was not to listen to such nonsense. After this,—as 
far as I recollect about the 2nd of May—the Prime Minister 
sent for my son to pay him up, and on this occasion again, the 
Prisoner’s son, Jawan Bakht, abu.sed him still more, saying he 
would have his head off in a few days. This son of mine was 
killed in the place here during the rebellion. 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

The witness withdraws. 

The Court, at | past 3 P.M., adjourns till Tuesday, the 23rd 
of February, to allow of other witnesses being sent for, and 
enable the Interpreter to translate certain requisite papers. 





Sixteenth Day’s Proceedings 


Tuesday, February 23rd, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this morning at 11 A.M. in the 
Hall of Special Audience in the Palace at Delhi. 

The President, Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge 
Advocate General are all present. 

The Prisoner is brought into Court attended by his 
attorney Ghulam Abbas. 

Captain Martineau^, of the lOih Native Infantry, is called 
into Court and duly sworn. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —yjere you at Ambala from January till May 
1857 as Instructor of Musketry at the Depot there ? 

Answer —Yes, I was. 

Question —Did a detachment of sepoys from every native 
regiment in India attend at this depot for the purpose of 
receiving instruction in musketry ? 

Answer —Not from every native regiment, but five men 
from 44 of the native regiments, attended. 


1, Instructor at the Ambala Depot. 
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Question —Had you any conversation with these men 
relative to some chapaties that were circulated to different 
villages in these districts before the outbreak ? 

Answer —Yes, I had fiequent conversations with various 
sepoys on this subject. I asked them what they understood in 
reference to them, and by whom they supposed that they were 
circulated : they described them to me as being in size and 
shape like ship biscuits, and believed them to have been dist¬ 
ributed by order of Government through the medium of their 
servants for the purpose of intimating to the people of Hindu¬ 
stan that they should be all compelled to eat the same food : 
and that was considered as a token, that they would likewise 
be compelled to embrace one faith, or as they termed it, “One 
food and one faith.” 

Question —As far as you could understand, was this idea 
generally prevalent among all the sepoys of the various detach¬ 
ments at the depot ? 

Answer —It was prevalent, as far as I could judge, among 
all the sepoys of every regiment that furnished a detachment 
to the depot at Ambala. 

Question —Was there any report of the Government having 
mixed ground bones with flour for the purpose of having it 
distributed to the sepoys, and so destroying their caste ? 

Answer —Yes, I first heard of this in the month of March. 
It was told me that all the flour retailed from the Government 
depots for the supply of troops on the march was so adulte¬ 
rated. 

Question —Do you think the sepoys generally firmly believed 
in this ? 

Answer —I have seen correspondence from various men 
which the sepoys of the depots voluntarily placed in my hands, 
the writers of which, themselves sepoys, evidently believed that 
such was the case. 

Question —Did the sepoys ever speak to you about any other 
cause of complaint or points on which they sougl\| informa* 
tion ? 
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Answer —Their complaint or rather fear was this. They 
apprehended that Government was going forcibly to deprive 
them of their caste. 

Question —Did any of them ever speak about Government 
interference regarding the re-marriage of Hindu Widows ? 

Answer —Yes, they alluded to that as an invasion of their 
social rights 

Question —Did any of them ever refer to the annexation of 
Oudh, as a measure indicating that Government wished to 
annihilate all the Native Independent States ? 

Answer —At Ambala tlie subject was occasionally alluded 
to, as if it were not agreeable to them; but subsequently at 
Karnal some troopers of the 3rd Cavalry, about a week after 
the mutiny, on my speaking to them about the revolt of their 
comrades, said to me—‘’You have conqueied and absorbed 
everything in Hindustan, you have no more foreign countries 
to take, and now you have determined upon a crusade against 
our religion and our faith ” I wab on duty as commissariat 
officer at Karnal at this time and the men of the 3rd Cavalry 
to whom I am alluding, were those that have remained 
faithful. 

Question —Did you ever hear any of the sepoys speak 
complainingly of the efforts of English missionaries to convert 
natives to Christianity ? 

Answer —No, never in my life; I don’t think they cared 
one bit about it. 

Question —Were the cartridges which the sepoys were called 
on to use at the depot at Ambala in any way greased ? 

Answer —No, not as issued from the magazines. They 
were not allowed to touch any that had been greased previous 
to distribution; they greased their own cartridges with a compo¬ 
sition of ghiy that is, clarified' butter and bee’s wax; these 
materials they themselves purchased from natives, whenever 
they pleased to get them. 

Question —Did you observe any difference in making 
complaints about forcible deprivation of their religion between 
the Hindus and Mussulmans ? 
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Answer — Yes, as far as the cartridge question went the 
Mahomedan sepoys laughed at it; it was only the Hindus tfiat 
made the complaints in reference to losing caste; but in regard 
to those who spoke of the annexation of Oudh as a grievance, 
I can’t say whether they were Mahomedans or not. 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

Examined by Court 

Question —Did you observe anything peculiar in the conduct 
of the sepoys under your command previous to the outbreak, 
or any intimation of what was about to take place ? 

Answer —Yes, they told me in plain language that there 
would be an outbreak; and there was every evidence of it in 
nightly fires at Ambala. The first fire commenced on the 
very day we fired the first Enfield cartridge, and continued 
nearly nightly, up to the lOih of May. We commenced using 
the Enfield cartridges on the 17th of April, the men themselves 
remarked, that although Government offered large rewards to 
any one who would give information of the incendiaries, yer 
no one was found to do so; and that this was a certain sign of 
general dissatisfaction and some impending outbreak. I made 
a public report to the above effect to Army Head-Quarters 
then present at Ambala, and I also made a private representa¬ 
tion of the same kind to Captain Septimus Becher, Assistant 
Adjutant-General of the Army. 

The witness withdraws. 

Mrs. Fleming, wife of Sergeant Fleming, is called into 
Court and duly sworn, 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —In the end of April last were you in the house of 
Zinat Mahall, the Prisoner’s wife, and did you there see his 
son, Jawan Bakht ? 

Answer —Yes. 

Question —Relate what passed on that occasion ? 

Answer~-1 was sitting down with his sister-in-law, and 
Jawan Bakht was standing by with his wife. My own daugh- 
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ter, Mrs. Scully, was also present. I was talking with Jawan 
Bakht’s sister-in-law, when Mrs. Scully said to me, “Mother, 
do you hear what this young rascal is saying; he is telling me 
that in a short time he will have all the infidel English under 
his feet, and after that he will kill the Hindus.” Hearing this 
I turned round to Jawan Bakht and asked him—“What is that 
you are saying ? ” He replied that he was only joking. I 
said if what you threaten were to be the case, your head would 
be taken off first. He told me that the Persians were coming 
to Delhi, and that when they did so, we, that is, myself and 
daughter, should go to him, and he would save us. After this 
he left us. I think this must have occurred about the middle 
of April 1857 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

The witness withdraws. 

Copies of Newspapers written by Chuni Lai, news-w’riter, 
from 11th to the 20th of May (both dates inclusive), having 
been seized in his house, are here read in original, and the 
translation of them is also read and entered as follows :— 

Narrative of occurrences in Delhi^from 11th to 20th May 
1857, both dates inclusive, in ihe form of a Diary, ^y Chuni 

Lai, news-writer. 

Sometime during the night of the lOth May 1857, Mr. 
Fraser received a letter from Meerut, intimating the mutinous 
conduct of the infantry and cavalry there; but he did not 
make any arrangements then. In the morning, intelligence 
arrived that the 3rd cavalry and two regiments of native infan¬ 
try had had a fight at Meerut on account of the cartridges, 
and were coming to Delhi, when Mr. Fraser immediately 
directed the trooper in attendance as his orderly to call the 
Agent of Jhajjar Nawab. Sir Theophilus Metcalfe at the 
same time came into the city, and directed the chief police 
officer to place guards of the constabulary force at the gates 
and to have them closed; the police officer carried out these 
orders immediately. Mr. Fraser also came into the city in his 
buggy, accompanied by the troopers of the Jhajjar cavalry, 
constituting his personal guard. It was now ascertained that 
some cavalry men had arrived at the bridge, and had mur* 
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dered the toll-collector, setting fire to his house. One of these 
troopers was very insolent to the Commandant of the Palace 
Guards, and fired a pistol at him, but without effect. The 
troopers above referred to collected under the Palace windows, 
and telling the King they had come to fight for the faith, 
requested him to have the gate at this point opened for them. 
The King immediately sent word to the Commandant of the 
'Palace Guards that some troopers had come from Meerut, and 
were bent on causing a disturbance On receiving this mess¬ 
age Captain Douglas at once came to the King, and addressing 
the troopers told them they were offending, and directed them 
to go away: they replied they would settle with him. Mr. 
Fraser in the meantime came to the Cashmeie Gate and 
reasoned with the guard there, telling them they had been 
nurtured in the service of the East India Company; that some 
mutinous troops had come from Meerut, and that he required 
them to assist him in making arrangements. They, however, 
refused, saying that had an emmj) come against him, they 
would have had no objection to do as they were ordered. 
Mr. Fraser then, accompanied by some gentlemen, went to 
the Calcutta Gate, and made such arrangements there as were 
necessary. Jowala Singh, Mr. Fraser^s personal Jemadar, now 
urged him to leave the city, telling him that all the Mahome- 
dans were disposed for a revolt. Mr. Fraser replied that he 
would not do anything of the kind. About this time all the 
shops in the city were closed. The Reverend Mr. Jennings 
and another gentleman were watching the troopers coming 
from Meerut with a glass, from one of the turrets of the apart¬ 
ments occupied by the Commandant of the Palace Guards. 
Captain Douglas getting into his buggy joined Mr. Fraser at 
the Calcutta Gate, and taking a letter out of his pocket gave it 
to him to read. Mr. Fraser then told the troopers of his 
personal guard to remain in a state of preparation. The 
Mahomedans of the Thanbi-Bazar went to the Rajghat, and 
having made a solemn compact with the mutineeres, opened 
the gate and allowed them to come in, when they immediately 
commenced firing the houses and killing the Europeans. 
Having killed the Europeans who resided in Darya Ganj, and 
set fire to their houses, they murdered Chaman Lai, the native 
doctor, as he was standing in front of the dispensary. The 



DELHI IN 1857 


263 


Mahomedans of the city now told the troopers that Mr. Fraser 
was at the Calcutta Gate. They immediately went thither, 
and fired their carbines and pistols at the gentlemen who had 
collected there, and killed two of them. Mr. Fraser’s mounted 
guard, being Mussulmans, made no defence; but Mr. 
Fraser taking a carbine from one of the guard in question 
wounded one of the mutinous cavalry men Mr. Fraser and 
Captain Douglas then retreated to the Palace in a buggy. 
The latter went up to his apartments over the gate, and the 
former was about ascending the stair when he was attacked 
by some of the mutinous cavalry, seconded by the armed 
retainers of the King, and killed on the second step. His 
murderers now rushed up to the apartments above, where they 
killed Captain Douglas, the Reverend Mr. Jennings and his 
daughter, and another gentleman. At this time tire Mahome¬ 
dans of the Palace and city were going about, plundering the 
apartments of the Commandant of the Palace Guards, and the 
houses of the Europeans residing in the city. Sir Theophilus 
Metcalfe mounted on a horse, and having a drawn sword in 
his hand, was pursued by the mutinous cavalry as far as the 
Ghandni Bazar, and got away out of the city by the Ajmer 
Gate, notwithstanding that the saddlers living there turned out 
with bludgeons to prevent his escape. The three infantry 
regiments of Delhi joined the mutineers, and murdering a 
number of their officers came into the city. The whole mttti- 
neers then killed all the Europeans, male and female, whom 
they could find concealed in Darya Ganj, about the Cashmere 
Gate, and in Major Skinner’s house. After this, joined by the 
Mussulmans and some Hindus of the city, they destroyed the 
chief and the twelve subordinate police stations, and broke all 
the street lamps. The chief police officer hid himself; but his 
assistant made his escape after being wounded. When the 
mutineers and rebels attacked the bank, two gentlemen and 
three ladies with two children took refuge on the roof; one of 
the mutineers climbed a tree, and was shot by one of the 
gentlemen. The mutineers then set fire to the bank. The 
cavalrymen after this, rode away; but the Mussulmans rema¬ 
ined and killed the gentlemen and ladies with bludgeons. 
The Mahomedans continued going about with the mutineers, 
shouting cheers for the success of their religion. The Rajah of 
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Ballabhgarh had gone to visit one of the railway officers, and 
returned about 10 o’clock. The three infantry regiments of 
Delhi plundered the treasury, and shared the money amongst 
themselves, and having plundered also the civil and judicial 
courts and the college, set fire to the buildings. The cavalry 
went to the cantonments and fired all the houses there. Hav¬ 
ing accomplished all this, the regiment of cavalry and two 
regiments of infantry which had come from Meerut, together 
with the three that had been stationed at Delhi, waited on the 
King, and requested his support and countenance, promising 
to establish his rule throughout the whole country. The King 
replied that he cherished a hearty disposition to show them 
every favour and kindness, and directed them to take up their 
quarters in Salimgarh; remarking at the same time that all 
the streets and bazaars had been closed, and suggesting that 
plunder and robbery should be prevented. The cavalry and 
infantry hearing that some Europeans with their wives had 
gone into the Magazine, brought two guns from Darya Ganj, 
and loading them with stones fired them at the gates, the 
Europeans within returning the fire from several pieces with 
grape. Subsequently the Magazine blew up, when several of 
the men of the city were killed, and many of the houses in the 
neighbourhood destroyed. The Europeans, men and women, 
who had been in the Magazine, fled in the direction of the 
river. They were, however, pursued by the cavalry and 
killed. Three sergeants and two women were brought prison¬ 
ers to the King. One of the sergeants begged the King’s 
protection for himself and fellow-prisoners, saying that other¬ 
wise they would be killed by the mutineers, and the King had 
them placed in the House of Devotion. At about an hour 
before sunset Rajah Nahar Singh* taking his wife, his brother, 
and his brother-in-law, and Mr. Munro in disguise, left for 
Ballabhgarh. 'I'he infantry mutineers attacked the house of 
Saligram, the treasurer, but were unable to force its massive 
gates till midnight, when they made an entrance, and in 
conjunction with the Mahomedans of the city, plundered 
the place of all the property it contained. Some sergeants 
were taking away two guns from the cantonments, but the 


2. The Jat Raja of Ballabhgarh, 



DT,l-Hl IN 1857 


285 

cavalry came up with them and brought the guns b ick. There 
was a salute of 21 guns fired under the palace, and all night, 
throughout the city, the greatest uneasiness and tumult conti¬ 
nued to prevail in consequence of the plunder, pillage, and 
burning of liouses. 

Tuesday, 12th March 1857 —The King came into the Hall 
of Special Audience, where the chiefs paid their lespects. 
The Subadars of tlie 54tyr Regiment waited on the King, 
and begged that some person might be appointed to arrange 
for the daily sup[)lies Ramshay M ill and Dilwani Mall were 
accordingly to provide 500 rupees worth of meal, pulse and 
gram, &c., daily, and to have them conveyed to the regiments. 
Four European gentlemen were concealed in the house of 
Muhammad Ibrahim, son of Ali Midiammad, merchant. 
The troopers hearing this went there, and killing the Europ¬ 
eans, plundered the house. A European wom.in, dressed as 
a native, was going along near the Ellenborough Tank, and 
was killed by the troopers. The infantry soldiers fotcibly 
entered and plundered the shops of the confectioners in all 
the streets of the city. On hearing this the King appointed 
Mirza Munir-ud-dirr Khan, formerly police officer of Paharganj, 
to the governorship of the city, and sent him to the chief police 
office with a regiment of infantry, directing him to make 
arrangements to prevent plunder and pillage. The Mirza 
represented that the soldiery were then engaged plundering 
the Churi Bazar. On this the King sent for the subadars of 
all the infantry regiments, and directed them to place one 
regiment at the Delhi gate of the city, and one under the 
palace windows, one company each at the Ajmir, Lahore, 
Farash Khana, Cashmere and other gates, and one company 
in the Darya Bazar, saying that he did not approve of his sub¬ 
jects being plundered. After this the infantry and cavalry 
made an attack on the Nagar-Seth street, with the view of 
plundering it. The inhabitants cfosed the gates and attacked 
the soldiery with brick bats, and drove them oflf. Several 
clerks with their wives had taken refuge in the house known 
as that of Rajah Kalyan Singh, of Kishan Garh. The troopers 
went and attacked them with carbines and pistols. The Euro¬ 
peans defended themselves with their fire-arms. The troopers 
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then brought two pieces of artillery against them, when the 
clerks, with their wives, retired to an apartment under groifnd, 
and the troopers came away. The King directed Mirza 
Moghal to take a company of infantry, and adopt steps to 
prevent the plunder in the city. Miiza Moghal accordingly 
went to the principal police stations, seated on an elephant, 
and had proclamation made that every individual convicted 
of plunder would be punished with the loss of nose and ears, 
and all shopkeepers not opening their shops, and refusing to 
supply the soldiers, would be fined and imprisoned. Her 
Excellency the Qiieen Taj Mahall was released from confine¬ 
ment. Two European gentlemen going along in the disg¬ 
uised of native.s weie killed by the troopers in front of the 
chief police station. The King seated on an elephant, with 
Jawan Bakht in the hind neat, and accompanied by two regi¬ 
ments of infantry and some guns, went m slate to have the 
shops of the principal streets of the city opened, directed the 
shopkeepers to resume their occupations and supply the army 
with necessaries, and then returned to the palace. Hasan 
Ali now obtained a presentation through Ahsan Ulla Khan. 
He submitted an offering of one gold mohur, and was directed 
to remain in attendance, the King remarking that he wished 
to have a conference with him. The King bestowed a dress 
of honor on Mirza Manir-ud-din Khan on his appointment 
to the governorship of Delhi The Mirza presented 4 Rupees 
as earnest of his thankfulness. 

Wednesday, 13th May 1857 .—The King came to his House 
of Devotion : Nawab Mahbub Ali Khan, and other chief paid 
their respects. The chamberlain, Hasan Mirza, was ordered to 
bring Miiza Arnir-ud-din Khan. The chamberlain returned 
and reported that the Mirza was unwell, and was in conseque¬ 
nce unable to attend. Mirza Manir-ud-din Khan, chief police 
officer, was told that the necessaries of food were not supplied 
to the army, and was directed to make arrangements. Hasan 
Ali Khan® being in attendance, the King said to him “The army 
has collected in the palace, what is to be done ?** The said 
Khan replied that these soldiers were murderers who had killed 
their masters, and that they could not with prudence be 
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trusted. Shah Nizam-ud-din, a descendant of the priests, and 
Budhan Sahib, son of Nawab Muhammad Khan, deceased, 
were ordered to join in the deliberative conferences. Mirza 
Moghul, Mirza Khair Sultan, Mirzi Abdulla, &c , were 
appointed Colonels of regiments of inf intr\’, and were directed 
to proceed severally with two guns each 'o the Cashmere,Lahore 
and Delhi gates to preserve order. Shah Nizam-ud-din repre* 
sented that the cavalry had seized Nawab Mir Hamid Ali 
Khan at his house, and had brought him on foot to the jewel 
room to the physician Ahsan Ulla Khan, on the plea that the 
said Mir had concealed some Englishmen in his house, although 
the Mir affirmed that he was ready to acknowledge himself 
an offender if anv Europeans should be discovered so conceal¬ 
ed. On this the King directed Shah Nizam-ud-din to go with 
the cavalry and infantry, ai d allow Mir Hamid Ali Khan’s 
house to be searched. Shah Nizam-ud-din and Mirza Abiil- 
bakr accordingly went and made a search, and no Englishmen 
or Eurasians being found there they had the property restored 
which had been plundered by (he cavalry and infantry, the 
said Mir being at the same time released, Mirza Abulbakr 
was appointed Colonel of the cavalry regiment. Intelligence 
was brought that 29 persons, clerks, women, and children, 
were concealed in the house of Raj i Kalyan Singh of Kishan- 
garh, and the cavalry and infantry going and making them 
prisoners, shot them with volleys of musketry. Some cavalry 
men went to the house of Colonel Skinner, seized and brought 
away the son of Mr Joseph Skinner^, and killed him in front of 
the chief police station. Instigated by some person, the cavalry 
and infantry went to the houses of Narayan Das and Ram 
Charan Das, Deputy Collector, and alleging that Europeans 
were concealed there, plundered them of all their property. 
Kazi Pannu and his son were killed by some of the infantry 
soldiers. Two English gentlemen dressed as natives were 
going out by the Badarran Gate, and were killed by som“ 
cavalry men. The King presented all the regiments with 400 
rupees each for their expenses. Mirza Manir-ud-din, chief 
police officer, had it publicly proclaimed that all such persons 
as wished to take service should come forward, bringing their 
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own arms, and that all those in whose houses Europeans should 
be found, would be dealt with as offenders. Nawab Ahftiad 
All Khan and Walidad Khan of Malagurh attended agreeably 
to summons, and paid their respects, and were ordered to 
attend Court daily. The King summoned the principal grain 
dealers, and ordered them to regulate the rates, and to open 
tlieir granaries, and to commence selling the grain in the 
market. Miiza Manir-ud-din Khan having entertained some 
two hundred men has placed them in the Darya, the principal 
street, and other parts of the city for the preservation of the 
peace. Two water carriers who stole some butter from a 
shop-keeper in the street, called the Lai Kunwa, were taken 
up. Kuli Khan and Stfaraz Khan, two notorious bad 
characters, as well as some men accused of having committed 
acts of plunder m Teliwara and Sabzi Mandi, were also 
apprehended. 

Tnursday^ I4lh May .1857 —The King came from his private 
apartments into the Hall of Devotion. The chamberlain 
Hasan Mirza, Captain Dildar Ali Khan, and Hasan Ali Khan, 
and according to summons, Mirza Manir-ud-din Khan, Mirza 
Zia-ud-din Khair^ and Moulavy Sadr-ud-din Khan® were in 
attendance, and paid their respects. The Moulavy presented 
one gold rnoliur The King told him to conduct the duties 
of the civil and judicial courts. The Moulavy, however, 
requested that he might be excused. After this the treasurer 
Saligram attended according to orders and presented one gold 
mohur. The King enquired what amount of money there 
was in the principal treasury. He replied he did not know. 
The King then directed him to send an agent of his to the 
treasurer. The treasurer said he would do so. Rahmat Ali 
Khan^ was introduced by Hasan Ali Khan, and presented one 
gold mohur. The King asked who he was, and was informed 
that he was the son of Nawab Eaiz Muhammad Khan, and 
nephew of Hasan All Khan, who had presented him. Muha¬ 
mmad Ali Khan, son of Sar Jang Khan, presented one gold 
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mohur. The King inquired who he was, and was informed 
he was the nephew of Bahadur Jang Khan, the chief of 
Dadri. 

The confidential agent of the Chief of Sanowt presented 
himself and submitted that the chief was unwell, and had 
therefore been unable to come to Court, and intended going to 
Jaipur. An order was accordingly written to the address of 
Raja Ram Singh, Ruler of Jaipur, directing his early attendance 
at Court with his army, and the confidential agent above said 
declared he would leave for Jaipur immediately. After this 
orders were respectively issued in writing to Nawab Abdul 
Rahman Khan ofjhajar, Bahadur Jang Khan of Dadri, Akhbar 
Ali Khan of Pantadih, Rajah Nahar Singh of Ballabligarh, 
Hasan Ali Khan of Dojauna, and Nawab Ahmad Ali Khan of 
Farrukhnagar, directing their attendance at Court. Orders were 
also issued to Mirza Amin-ud-din Khan and Mirza Zia-ud-din 
Khan to look after the management of the district of Jhirka- 
Firozpur, and that of Gurgaon, which was lying unoccupied. 
Intelligence was received that the Goojurs of Chand Rawal 
were every night plundering the shops in Sabzi Mandi, Teli- 
wara, Rajpur, Mandersa, &c., and Mirza Moghal was ordered 
to suppress these evil practices of the said Goojurs. Mirza 
Abulbakr accordingly went to the village in question with his 
regiment of cavalry, and ^ had it plundered and burnt. 
Bahadur Singh, superintendent of the landed property belong¬ 
ing to the Lucknow State, presented an offering of one gold 
mohur. A European soldier who came as a spy from Ambala 
was seized and brought before the King, and was by him ordered 
to be sent to the jail. A European woman was likewise brought, 
and she also was sent to the jail. Some subadars and infantry 
soldiers, having their shoes on, came and stood on the carpets, 
and the King reprehended their conduct with anger and 
displeasure. An order was issued to Manir-ud-din Khan, chief 
police officer, to take the 38th Regiment Native Infantry, and 
to proceed to the Delhi Cantonments, and to make arrange¬ 
ments to prevent the depredations being committed there, in 
Sabzi Mandi, Pahari Durrung and other places. Four men com¬ 
ing from Meerut told the soldiery that Europeans troops were 
on their way from that station for their extermination. The 
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soldiery were not pleased at this intelligence, and placed the 
four men in question in arrest. The police officer of tlje 
Nigambodh section was ordered to have the corpses of Mr. 
Fraser and Captain Douglas buried in the graveyard, and 
those of the European men and women thrown into the river. 
This order was accordingly carried into effect. The Goojurs 
have plundered and carried away all the furniture of Mr. 
Fraser^s house, and have torn up the whole of the records of 
the Commissionership and of the Agency to the Lieutenant- 
Governer. 

Friday, 15th May 1857 —The King was in his private apart¬ 
ments, and Moulavy Abdul Kadir submitted a list he had prep¬ 
ared of the pay of the troops. His Majesty bestowed a pair of 
shawls on the Moulavy on account of his appointment to the 
situation of assistant to Nawab Mahbub Ali Khan. The 
Moulavy then went home seated on an elephant. The Agent 
of the Chief Sheo Singh of Samnowt presented a bottle of the 
extract of the Pandonus Adoratissumus and a phial of essential 
oil, on the part of his client, and received a written order to 
the address of the Rajah of Jaipur directing his attendance. 
Ghulam Nabi Klian, superintendent of the Kaulah Mahall, 
accompanied by Mir Akhbar Ali, trooper, who used to remain 
in attendance on Mr Fraser, came into the royal presence and 
stated that 50 horse-men who had been sent by the Nawab of 
Jhajjar were in attendance, but that the Nawab himself had 
not been able to come in consequence of the unsettled and 
disturbed state of his territory. Moulavy Ahmad Ali attended 
on the part of Rajah Nahar Singh of Ballabhgarh, and present¬ 
ed an offering of one rupee together with a petition in which 
the Rajah submitted that he was unable to present himself at 
Court in consequence of the plunder and violence the Goojurs 
were earring on; but that he will attend the royal presence 
after making provision for the suppression of these evils. 
Orders were issued for his early attendance. Intelligence 
was received that the Magistrate of Rohtak had run away, 
and that that treasury, it was likely, would soon be plundered. 
It was also reported that the Gurgaon treasury had been 
plundered. On hearing this, the King ordered that one regi¬ 
ment of infantry and some troopers should go and brin^away 
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I he money in the Rohtak treasury Orders were issued to 
Abdul Karim to enlist four hundred foot soldiers and one 
regiment of cavalry, the pay of each foot soldier to be five, and 
that of each trooper 20 rupees per mensem; about 200 men 
have accordingly been entertained. The printer Abdul Kadir 
presented some papers for the King’s inspection, and said he 
would make every arrangement. An order was issued by the 
King to the officers of the cavalry, intimating that Mirza Abul- 
bakr had been dismissed from the command of their corps, and 
that they would remain under the orders of the King. Kazi Faiz 
Ulla came before tire King and presented an offering of 5 
rupees, and a petition requesting he might be appointed chief 
police officer of the city, and his request was granted. A gold¬ 
smith killed a man of the same trade against whom he had an 
enmity and was apprehended. The Mewatis ofjaisinghpura 
had plundered the house of the railway officer of 4,000 rupees 
in cash, and other property. The cavalry and infantry were 
accordingly arranging to go and seize the Mewatis and to 
destroy Jaisinghpura, when the confidential agent ofLalla 
Budh Singh, the agent of the Rajah of Jaipur, presented a 
petition claiming the King’s protection for the population of 
Jaisingh[)ura An order was passed on this petition that no 
soldier of the cavalry or infantry was to be permitted to go to 
Jaisinghpura without the King’s orders. Information was 
submitted that the soldiers of the cavalry and infantry, as a 
practice, patrolled the bazars, streets and lanes of the city with 
drawn swords, and diat the .shops in the bazars were not open¬ 
ed in consequence of the dread this inspired. Hearing this 
the King sent orders to the gates of the Palace, enjoining that 
no person should go about the city with a drawn sword. An 
order was issued to the Commandant of the Jhajjar Cavalry 
to take up his quarters in the Mahtab garden. It was reported 
that 14 boats laden with wheat and other grains, belonging 
to Ramjidas Gurwalla, had arrived in the morning, and an 
order was thereupon issued to Dilwani Mall, appointed to 
arrange for supplies, to have the cargo of the said boats landed 
and to bring it away. Two infantry soldiers had secured 200 
rupees and lodged the money with the firm of Ramjidas 
Gurwalla, arranging that they should receive it in Lucknow. 
The two soldiers, however, happened to have a disagreement 
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when the matter transpired, and a company immediately went 
to the house of the banker, who at once gave up the money. 
An order was issued to the merchants of the city directing 
their attendance. Tiie cavalry and infantry after a consulta¬ 
tion amongst themselves, came to the Hall of Special Audience, 
and complained that they did not get their allowances of pay 
and clothing, and stated their conviction that the physician 
Ahsan Ulla Khan and Mahbub Ali Khan weie in collusion 
with the British. The troopers and infantry then went off to 
the lioiise known as the Haveli Lai Kurnu, and accused the 
priest Shah Nizam-ud-din of having two European ladies 
concealed in his residence Shah Nizam-ud-din replied that 
he should be confronted with their informant, and the troopers 
presented some man who was a lesident of Rainpoor, and who 
said his story had been hearsay. Shah Nizam-ud-din now 
told the troopers that they should be at liberty to plunder his 
house and kill him if they should discover any European 
women there; but if their real object, whether or not, in this 
false accusation was to do so, of course they had the power. 
In reply to this the troopers had nothing to say. Mahbub Ali 
Khan made oath on the Kuran that he was not in collusion 
with the British. The soldiery plundered and carried away 
all the property from the house of Aglia Muhammad Khan. 

Saturday, 16th May 1857 —The King came into the Hall of 
Special Audience and held a Court. The physician Ahsan 
Ulla Khan, the paymaster Agha Sultan, Captain Dildar Ali 
Khan, Rahmat Ali Khan and other chiefs attended and paid 
their respects. The troopers and infantry soldiers, accompani¬ 
ed by their officers, attended and presented a letter bearing 
the seals of the physician Ahsan Ulla Khan and Nawab 
Mahbub Ali Khan, which they said they had intercepted at the 
Delhi gate of the city, and complained that the physician and 
Nawab had sent this letter to the English, inviting them to 
come into the city immediately and promising that, provided 
the English should agree to acknowledge Mirza Jawan Bakht, 
the son of the King by the Queen Zinat Mahall, as heir 
apparent, they would on their part engage to seize and make 
over all the soldiery now in Delhi. This document was shown 
to Ahsan Ulla Khan and Nawab Mahbub Ali Khan, who 
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declared it was a forgery, got up by some person, and the 
impressions on it were from counterfeit seals of gypsum, and 
they took off their signet rings and threw them before the 
soldiers They further swore by the Kui an that the seal on 
the paper were not theirs, and that the document was a 
forgery. However, the soldiers would not believe their asseve¬ 
rations. Some persons told the troopers that a number of 
Europeans were concealed in one of the covered drains of the 
canal. Hearing this Mirza Abulbakr, accompanied by 
the troopers, went to the place indicated, and jumping into 
the drain, discharged his pistol in it; but no Europeans were 
discovered. After this the men of the cavalry and infantry 
drew their swords and surrounded the physician Ahsan Uila 
Khan, declaring their firm belief that he maintained an under¬ 
standing with the Englisli. They agreed that it was on that 
account that he kept the European prisoners, intending that 
when the English came he might make them over, and would 
have the soldiers killed. The matter ended in their taking 
the Europeans, men, women, and children, 52 in number, 
from the jail, where they were confined, to the reservoir near 
the music gallery, with the intent to kill them there. The 
Prince Mirza Majhli attempted to remonstrate, urging that 
the slaughter of women was not legal according to the 
Mahomedan law. The troopers on this resolved to kill the 
said Mirza, but he ran away and so escaped. They then 
made the prisoners sit down, and one of them fired his 
carbine at them. The bullet wounded and of the King’s armed 
retainers. After this two of the King’s personal armed retain¬ 
ers killed the whole of the Europeans, men, women, and child¬ 
ren, with their swords. There were about 200 Mussalmans 
standing at the reservoir, uttering the coarsest abuse against 
the prisoners. The sword of one of the King’s armed retainers 
broke. After the slaughter the bodies were laden on two 
carts, and thrown into the river. This occurrence caused 
a great excitement amongst the Hindus throughout the city, 
who said that these Purbeas who had committed this heinous 
and atrocious cruelty could never be victorious against the 
English. The companies at the gates were relieved. Some 
one informed the troopers that some Europeans were concealed 
in the house of the treasurer, Mathura Das, and in the 
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Street known as the Chowdhary-ka-Kucha. They accordingly 
made a search, but returned without finding any. The troopers 
did not aggrieve any one on this occasion. An order 
was written to Walidad Khan, of Malagarh, noticing the 
anarchy prevailing on the eastern side of the Jumna, caused by 
the lawless conduct of the Goojurs, and directing him to go 
and take steps to suppress it. Two weavers in the disguise of 
infantry soldiers were engaged plundering in the city and were 
apprehended. The shop-keepers of the Lahore Gate submitted 
a complaint that Kashi Nath, police officer of their section 
of the town, was demanding a bribe of !,000 rupees from 
them, holding out the threat that if they did not give him the 
money, he would send them as prisoners to the chief police 
station. The physician Ahsan Ulla Khan accordingly sent an 
order to Kazi Faiz Ulla to place the said police officer under 
arrest. 

Sunday^ 17th May 1857 —The King was in his private 
apartment : the men of the cavalry and infantry, accompanied 
by their officers, submitted that they had fortified Salimgarh, 
and that they trusted His Majesty would go there and inspect 
what had been done. The King accordingly went in an open 
litter, saw how the guns had been placed in position, and then 
returned, assuring the soldiers that he was associated with 
them in a common cause, desiring them to place every confi¬ 
dence in the physician Ahsan Ulla Khan, Mahbub Ali Khan, 
and the Queen Zinat Mahall, and telling them he would slay 
with his own hands any Europeans they might seize and bring 
to him. On hearing this the troops were convinced, and the 
physician Ahsan Ulla Khan was fully exculpated. A man 
was seized at the bridge with a letter he was bringing from 
some European at Meerut. The infantry soldiers tied him to 
a gun, and let him remain there The mutineers had taken 
up their quarters in the Hall of Special Audience, whence they 
have been made to remove, and the hall has been done up 
anew with carpets, hangings, &c. Mirza Amin-ud-din Khan 
and Mirza Zia-ud-din Khan attended agreeably to sum mons, 
and paid their respects. Being ordered to attend Court daily, 
they pleaded sickness. The King then directed themHto raise 
troops, saying that large dominions should be conferred on 
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them, and they replied, they would do so After this Iradat 
Khan and Mir Khan, brothers of Nawab Mustafa Khan of 
Jahangirabad, Akhbar Khan and others attended and present¬ 
ed offerings of two rupees each. The disposal of the colonelcies 
of the infantry regiments was next considered. A trooper 
arrived from Garhi Harsaru, and reported that several lakhs 
of rupees, being revenue of the Gurgaon district, was on its 
way to Delhi escorted by a company of infantry and some 
troopers, and that near 300 Mewatis and Goojurs of that part 
of the country had made an attack upon this treasure, and 
that a fight was going on. On this intelligence Moulavy 
Muhammad Bakar, of the press, was directed to go out imm¬ 
ediately with two companies of infantry and one troop of 
cavalry in order to oppose the Goojurs and bring the treasure 
in safety. The infantry soldiers beat a sweeper in the service 
of Mirza Moghai very severely, on the imputation of being a 
spy. They, however, released him on Mirza Moghal’s orders. 
A report was made that some of the Mewatis of Jaisinghpura 
who had plundered the house of the railway superintendent 
had been wounded; it was ascertained that these men had 
been in the service of the English. The landholders of the 
village of Nadhowli attended, and presenting a rupee each, 
made professions of their loyalty and allegiance. The King 
told them to keep up a proper management in their village, 
failing which they would be expatriated. Two of the King’s 
messengers who had been sent for intelligence returned from 
Meerut and reported that about 1,000 Europeans soldiers, 
with some other English, men, women, and children, were 
collected there in the Suddar Bazar, and that they had erect¬ 
ed fortifications on the Suraj Kund, on which they had mounted 
guns drawn by elephants. They further represented that the 
Goojurs were committing highway robberies all along the 
road from Meerut to Salimpur, and had maltreated them 
also. The King had accordingly two companies of infantry 
stationed at the bridge over the Jumna. The physician 
Abdul Hak attended and presented five rupees. Five compa¬ 
nies of the Sappers and Miners had come to Meerut from 
Roorkee. The Europeans required them to remain and perform 
duties there. To this the men objected, and the English 
attacked them in consequence. Many men were killed; and, in 
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the end, the Sappers and Miners ran away, and have corne to 
Delhi. Several missives were written and despatched, by two 
three, or four tioopers each, directing early and immediate 
attendance to Maharaja Naiendra Singh of Patiala, Raja 
Rarnsingh, of Jaipur, the Rajah of Alwar, and the Rajahs in 
Jadhpur, Kotah, Bundi, &c. Two children were killed by the 
falling of the balcony of Dewan Kishan Lai’s house. It is 
reported that troops are coming from Ambala : otherwise 
everything is quiet. 

Monday, 18lh May 1857 —The King came from his private 
apartments into the Hall of Special Audience, and took his 
seat on the throne, in state. The bands of the five regiments 
attended and continued playing English music. The King 
bestowed arms and dresses of honour varying in grandeur, 
by reference to their appointments, on Mirza Moghal as 
Gommander-in-Chief of the whole of the Forces, on Mirza 
Kochak Sultan, Mirza Khair Sultan, Mirza Mendu, and on 
others of his sons as Colonels of infantry, and on his grandson 
Abulbakr as Colonel of the regiment of Cavalry. Mirza 
Moghal presented two gold mohurs, and the other princes 
one gold mohur and five rupees each in thankfulness for the 
honours conferred on them. Hasan Ali Khan attended and 
paid his respects. He was ordered to attend Court regularly 
every day, and said he would do so. The King then said 
that a very large portion of country would be bestowed on 
him, and directed him therefore to raise troops, cavalry and 
infantry. Hasan Ali Khan replied that he could not under¬ 
take this, but that he would remain in attendance on His 
Majesty. The two sowars who had been sent with the missive 
to Alwar returned, and reported that thousands of Goojurs 
were infesting the road and committing highway robberies; 
that they had robbed them of their horses, clothes and money; 
that they had taken the King’s letter and tearing it up, had put 
the pieces back into their hands; and that it was after much 
entreaty and supplication they were prevailed on to give back 
the horses. A camel-rider who was sent with a missive to 
Nawab Ahmed Ali Khan of Farrukhnagar returned and 
reported that the Goojurs would not allow him to go on. 
The officers of the Sappers and Miners presented th^selves 
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and reported that five companies of their corps had come from 
Roorkee to Meerut : that all the Europeans with their wives 
and children were collected in their entrenchments, called the 
Dum-duma. That the Europeans used every endeavour to 
tamper with the Sappers and Miners, to dissuade them from 
coming to Delhi, and to get them to remain at Meerut, and 
to join in the duties there, promising them an increase of 
salary; but that they declined listening to those proposals, 
whereupon the Europeans commenced a fire of grape on them 
about 3 o’clock one morning, by which 200 and upwards of 
their numbers were killed, and the remainder ran away, and 
had now come to His Majesty’s presence. They were ordered 
to take up their quarters in Salimgarh. Nawab Mahbub Ali 
Khan having prepared a nominal list of Ramji Das Godown- 
walla, Ramji Das Gurwalla, the treasurer Saligram, and the 
other merchants of the city, sent it to them by a confidential 
agent, with a message that the daily expenses of the troops 
amounted to 2,500 rupees, and that they were therefore collec¬ 
tively required to provide 5 lakhs of rupees. On this the 
whole of the merchants went to Mahbub Ali Khan and reported 
that they were plundered of all they possessed on the out¬ 
break of the troops, and whence now were they to raise the 
money ? Ramji Das said that if Mahbub Ali Khan could get 
the other merchants to pay, he also would do so. Mirza 
Abulbakr went with the regiment of cavalry to the villages of 
Chandrawal and Wazirabad, to punish the Goojurs for 
robberies they were committing; but the Goojurs ran away. 

Tuesday^ I9ih May 1857 —The King came from his private 
apartments into the Hall of Special Audience. Two troopers 
arrived from Meerut and reported that a force, consisting of 
infantry, cavalry, and aitillery, had come to Meerut, with 
several lakhs of treasure from Bareilly and Muradabad. The 
Europeans there complained to them that the Meerut troops 
had revolted, and killing nunabers of them, had gone off to 
Delhi. The Bareilly and Moradabad forces replied that the 
Europeans had taken their revenge by killing three hundred 
of the Sappers and Miners, and that, no doubt, they (the Bareilly 
and Moradabad force) would experience similar kindness* 
On hearing this, the Europeans went into their entrenchments 
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and commenced a cannonade, when the troops from Bareilly 
and Moradabad erected batteries and returned the fii^e. 
Through the direction of God a shot from the latter fired the 
mine the Europeans had laid, and the whole area enclosed by 
their entrenchments was blown up. On receiving this intelli¬ 
gence the whole of the troops and the King were highly 
delighted, and fired five guns at Salimgarh in token of their 
joy. After this information arrived that the Collector of 
Gurgaon, on running away, had left 17,000 rupees at Harsaru 
Garhi. One hundred troopers and two companies of infantry 
went thither and brought the money away. It was ordered 
that it should be lodged in the treasury. A trooper sent by the 
Baija Bai arrived and stated that his mistress, not ciediting the 
report of slaughter of the Europeans and their wives, had 
sent him for cett.iin intelligence. The King told him that all 
the Europeans here had been exterminated, directing hinit o 
return to Gwalior accompanied by two troopers, and carrying 
a special missive, and to tell the Bai Sahib to come to the 
Royal presence immediately with her troops, and manifest her 
good will. After this the King held his Court in the Hall of 
Special Audience. His Majesty bestowed a dress of honour of 
great grandeur, together with a silver inkstand, on account of 
his appointment to the Premiership, with the title of'‘Prime 

Minister to the King of the conquered countries’^ on®.The 

said Mirza presented 10 gold mohurs to show his sense of the 
honour conferred on him. The King conferred a similar 
dress of honour on his special son, Mirza Bakhtawar Shah, on 
his appointment to the Colonelcy of the 74th Regiment Native 
Infantiy. The said Mirza presented two gold mohurs and 
five rupees as his thanks-oflfering. His Majesty further 
presented each of his sons who had been appointed Colonels, 
with a pair of kettle-drums. The chamberlain Hasan Mirza 
was ordered to present Kunwar Ajit Singh of Patiala. The 
Kunwar accordingly attended and presented one gold mohur. 
The King said he well knew the Kunwar had always been 
residing in Delhi, and gave him a dress of honour, and the 
Kunwar in acknowledgment presented an offering of five 
rupees. Ahmad Mirza and the son of the physician Abdul Hak 


8. Name is omitted—It was probably Jawan Bakht. 
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attended and presented five rupees each. The Risaldar sent 
by Muhammad Akhbar Ali Khan attended and presented an 
offering of two rupees on his own account, and a petition from 
his client, stating that after making necessary arrangements in 
his territory, he would speedily come to the royal presence. 
There were two gentlemen, three ladies, and a child con¬ 
cealed in the house of Nathu tailor, the troopers hearing this 
made them prisoners and brought them to the palace, and 
burnt the tailor’s house. The King placed these prisoners in 
the custody of the soldiery. His Majesty went to Saliin- 
garh, where he received a general military salute from the 
troops. The officers of the 20th Regiment Native Infantry re¬ 
presented that they did not credit the story of the blowing up 
of the entrenchments at Meerut biought by the two troopers, 
and that they therefore intended to go and blow them up them¬ 
selves. The King said it was not necessary; but suggested that 
if they went they should do so with the concurrence of their 
General, Mirza Moghal. An order was issued to Kazi Faiz 
Ulla, the principal police officer of the city, telling him that 
two of the boats in the bridge over the Jumna had become 
displaced, and directing him to send one hundred labourers to 
restore their lashings. Intelligence was received that seveial 
doctors, accompanied by a number of the Mussalman residents 
of the city, had erected the Mahomedan standard in the Jama 
Masjid as a declaration of an obligatory war of extermination 
against the British; and that the doctors having represented 
the great merit of slaying the English, who, they said, were 
infidels thousands of Mussalmans had joined the standard. 
The King hearing this sent a message, saying ‘'All the English 
have been killed, against whom have you raised this stand¬ 
ard,*' and directing that it should be removed. Moulavy 
Sadr-ud-din Khan went to the Jama Masjid and reasoned 
with the doctors there, and prevailed on them to take the flag 
down. Several carts of grain, salt, &c., were seized outside 
the city, and brought it in. 

Wednesdayf 20th May 1857 —The King came from his 
private apartments into the Hall of Special Audience. The 
doctor Muhammad Sayad attended and exchanged greetings 
with him. The King remarked that he (the doctor) had 
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erected the Mahomedan standard in the Jama Masjid agajiist 
the English; but that as they had been all killed, there had 
been no necessity for doing so. The doctor replied that it 
had been sent up against the Hindus. On this the King 
remarked that he regarded Hindus and iVIahomedans alike, 
and he was not disposed to acquiesce in a religious war 
against the Hindus; fuither remarking that, as for the Chiis- 
tians, all there had been of them, had been already killed. 
After tliis, the officers of the army attended and complained 
that the Mahomedans had raised tlie Mahomedan flag against 
them; but the King assured them that the object of its being 
erected was the slaughter of the English The officers further 
represented that one of the magazine servants was seized at 
the bridge while in the act of taking away small brass gun he 
had stolen from the park of artillery. The King sentenced the 
man to be blown away from a gun Mirza .^min-ud-din 
Khan, Mirza Zia-ud-din Khan, Hasan Ali Khan, and 
Rahmat Ali Khan attended and paid their respects The 
King bestowed a walking stick on each of them as a mark of 
favour, and they severally presented five rupees each. Mirza 
Moghal received orders to proceed to Meerut with four guns, 
four regiments of infantry, and the cavalry, in order to blow 
up the entrenchments there. The said Mirza suggested that 
Mirza Amin-ud-dm Khan, Mirza Zia-ud-din Khan, Hasan Ali 
Khan, and other great chiefs holding extensive territories, 
might be sent with him, and promised to exterminate the 
English. On hearing this suggestion, the chiefs referred to 
remained silent. The King then directed Mirza Abulbakr to 
start with the force. Nawab Mahbub Ali Khan, and the 
physician Ahsan Ulla Khan, were ordered to provide funds for 
the expenses of the army during its march to Meerut. The 
infantry soldiers searched a cart coming from Meerut and 
plundered some jewellery there was in it. Some troopers 
searched the Mubarak Bagh situated beyond the Cantonments, 
and killed two Europeans who had been hiding there. The 
officers of the army came and requested that the five European 
women who were prisoners might be made over to them. 
The King directed the doctor Mahbub Ali to present a legal 
opinion according to the Mahomedan law in this matter. 
The Moulavy presented the opinion required, ruling that the 
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slaughter of women was not legal according to the Mahome- 
dan code. The King now retired to his private apartments, 
where he remained engaged in conference with the Queen 
and the Secretary Mukand Lai. 

It being 4 o’clock the Court adjourns till 11 A.M. to¬ 
morrow. 




17 


Seventeenth Day’s Proceedings 


Wednesday, February 24th, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this day at 11 A.M, pursuant to 
adjournment of yesterday, in the Hall of Special Audience in 
the Palace at Delhi. 

The President, Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge 
Advocate General are all present. 

The Prisoner is brought into Court, attended by his 
attorney Ghulam Abbas. 

The following extracts horn the Authentic News in 

Persian, and translations of them into English are then read 
and entered as follows :— 

6th July 1857 —An order attested with the royal seal was 
issued to the Commander-in-Chief Bahadur, investing him 
with the management of the daily allowances to the army, and 
placing the direction of all military matters of government in 
his hands. 

7th July 1857 —A petition from Rajah Gulab Singh, Ruler 
of Cashmere, reporting having established his sway through¬ 
out the country appertaining to Lahore, and a second from 
Dost Muhammad Khan, requesting permission to come to the 
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Royal presence, were received under cover of one from tlje 
General Bahadur. Orders directing the despatch of missives in 
answer were issued. 

9th July 1857 —A report was made that General Bakht Yar 
Khan had sent a force fully equipped and appointed to chastise 
the enemy, and that this force had fought with signal bravery. 
Couriers continued arriving every moment with reports of the 
progress of the fight. 

11th July 1857—From the Court Gazette, the Suraj-ul-Akhbar —It 
is ascertained that the King held a Court. The nobles of 
the realm received admittance in the order of precedence. 
Particulars of the operations against the accursed hostile 
force, of the arrangements for carrying on the war, and of 
the signal valour of the heroes composing His Majesty’s army, 
were submitted for the King’s information. An order was 
issued to Ghulam Nabi Khan to have the house belonging to 
the Jhajjar Nawab, situated in the section of the city known 
as Darya, cleared out for the accommodation of the wounded. 
Some funds were bestowed on the Jahadis^ for their expenses. 

12th July 1857 —A petition was received from Syad Ali 
and Baker Ali, chiefs of Benares, submitting that they had 
made a great slaughter of the doomed infidels, and that they 
now desire to wait on His Majesty. A favourable answer was 
written immediately. 

13th July 1857 —Information of the capture of Agra through 
the blessing of God was communicated in petition from 
the General Bahadur. The King had a salute of 21 guns 
fired, and the musicians played upon their English fiutes, 
clarionets and drums, in token of rejoicing on the occasion. 
Two spies with English letters were apprehended to-day, and 
were sent to Mirza Moghal for investigation in reference to 
them. A petition was received from the officers from the 
Jhansi Regiment, reporting the slaughter of the immoral 
infidels, and an answer was written. 

15th July 1857 —A royal missive was received to his address 
by Husain Bakht Khan, directing him to go out and meet 

1. Those engaged in a religious war. 
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the Jhansi force which was expected to come in next morning, 
and to have them encamped outside the Ajmir Gate. 

16th July 1857 —The officers of Jhansi attended and 
presented their swords and pistols in token of their devotion. 
The King with extreme munificence bestowed 2,000 lupees 
for their immediate expenses. 

17th July 1857 —A report being made that two regiments 
of infantry had arrived from Ambala, orders were issued that 
MJrza Moghal was to assign them quarters amongst the 
regiments which had previously come. 

18th July 1857 —Several spies of the English were 
apprehended at the graveyard, and were brought in as 
prisoners 

2nd August 1857 —A petition arrived from the Governor- 
General Bahadur that the rebel enemy had been compelled 
to retreat. An order was passed on it that it should be 
deposited in the office. 

4th August 1857 —General Sidhari Singh, of the Neemuch 
troops, and other illustrious officers having paid their respects, 
submitted their plans for driving the English away from the 
ridge, and the King continued conversing with them on this 
subject. 

Sth August 1857 —The King issued two orders, the one 
to the address of Nawab Wali Dad Khan Bahadur, in answer 
to his petition, intimating that troops will be sent to him after 
the capture of the ridge occupied by the British; and the other 
to the Rajah of Alwar, directing him to forward his tribute 
with a petition. 

Sth August 1857 —The King was occupied listening to 
accounts of the bravery and valour of the troops, when 
intelligence suddenly arrived that the valiant army had 
crowned the heights of the ridge; and orders were immediately 
issued for the despatch of more troops and ammunition. 

7th August 1857 —It was reported that the army having 
gone into the batteries, was now devotedly engaged in 
hostile operations. Near the close of the day the awe¬ 
inspiring intelligence was submitted that the magazine in the 



286 


THE TRIAL OF BAHADUR SHAH 


quarter called the Mohallajohariwala had accidentally been 
fired, and that the men and women who had been employed 
there as labourers were burnt as if they had been roasted, and 
that the building was destroyed by the explosion. When the 
infantry soldiers, always ready to take advantage of any 
pretext for acts of oppression, heard of this matter, instigated 
by some ill-disposed characters, they immediately got up a 
false imputation against His Excellency the Respected of the 
state (the court physician) of having had the place fired, and 
plundered and destroyed his house, and whatever came to 
each one’s hand he carried off. Even the houses of the 
neighbours were plundered. The King was very much 
enraged on hearing this, and took the physician into his own 
protection. He further had a proclamation made that all 
those who had any of the physician’s property were to restore 
it immediately, otherwise their bellies would be ripped open. 
After this the King thought on God the avenger, and gave 
utterance to the following impromptu quatrain :— 

My enemies assembled in force on all sides. 

O Ali ! all powerful, for God’s sake ! 

Thou hast sent an unseen army to my aid 

It is from thee I supplicate victory in my prayers. 

The following paper. No.®—, is now read in the original, 
and the translation of it is entered as follows :— 

“With the approving sanction of God. The Lord of the Nation.” 

^‘Exposition of a letter written regarding the victory of the faith/^ 

All you Rajahs are famed for your virtues, noble qualities 
and liberality, and are moreover the protectors of your own 
faith and of the faith of others. Keeping your welfare in view, 
I humbly submit that God has given you your bodily existence 
to establish His different religions, and requires you severally to 
learn the tenets of your own different religious institutions, and 
you accordingly continue firm in them. God has moreover 
sent you into the world in your elevated position, and given 
you dominion and government that you may destroy those who 
harm your religion. It is incumbent therefore on such of you 
as have the power, to kill those who may injure your religion; 




2. Number not given. 
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and on such as have not, to engage heartily in devising means 
for the same end, and thus protect your faith : for it is written 
in your scriptures that martyrdom is preferable to adopting the 
religion of another. This is exactly what God has said, and 
what is evident to every body. The English are people who 
overthrow all religions. You should understand well the object 
of destroying the religions of Hindustan : they have, for a long 
time, been causing books to be written and circulated throughout 
the country by the hands of their priests, and exercising their 
authority, have brought out numbers of preachers to spread 
their own tenets : this has been learned from one of their own 
trusted agents. Consider then what systematic contrivances 
they have adopted to destroy our religions. For instance, First 
when a woman become a widow they ordered her to make a 
second marriage. Secondly, the self-immolation of wives on the 
funeral pyres of their deceased husbands was an ancient 
religious custom; the English had it discontinued, and enacted 
their own regulations prohibiting it. Thirdly, they told the 
people it was their wish that they (the people) should adopt 
their faith, promising that if they did so, they would be respected 
by Government; and further required them to attend Churches, 
and hear the tenets preached there. Moreover they decided and 
told the Rajahs that such only as were born of their wives 
would inherit the government and property, and that adopted 
heirs would not be allowed to succeed; although according to 
your scriptures, ten different sorts of heirs are allowed shares 
in the inheritance. By this contrivance they will rob you of 
your governments and possessions as they have already done 
with Nagpur and Lucknow. Consider now and other of their 
designing plans. They resolved on compelling prisoners with 
the forcible exercise of their authority to eat their bread. 
Numbers died of starvation, but did not eat it; others ate it and 
sacrificed their faith. They now perceived that this expedient 
did not succeed well, and accordingly determined on having 
bones ground and mixed with flour and sugar so that people 
might unsuspectingly eat them in this way. They had, 
moreover, bones and flesh broken small and mixed with rice 
which they caused to be placed in the markets for sale; and 
tried besides every other possible plan to destroy our religions. 
At last some Bengali after due reflection, said that if the troops 
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would accede to the wishes of the English in this matter, all 
the Bengalis would also conform to them. The English hear¬ 
ing this approved of it and said, ‘Certainly this is an excellent 
idea,' never imagining they would be themselves exterminated. 
They accordingly now ordered the Brahmans and others of 
their army to bite car tridges in the making up of which fat had 
been used. The Mussulman soldiers perceived that by this 
expedient the religion of the Brahmans and Hindus only was in 
danger, but nevertheless they also refused to bite them. On 
this, the English now resolved on ruining the faith of both, and 
blew away from guns all those soldiers who persisted in their 
refusal. Seeing this excessive tyranny, the soldiery now in self- 
preservation, began killing the English and slew them wherever 
they were found, and are now considering means for slaying 
the few still alive here and there. It is now my firm conviction 
that if these English continue in Hindustan, they will kill every 
one in the country, and will utterly overthrow our religions. 
But there are some of my countrymen who have joined the 
English, and are now fighting on their side. I have reflected 
well on their case also, and have come to the conclusion that 
the English will not leave your religion to both you and them. 
You should understand this well. Under these circumstances 
I would ask what course have you decided on to protect your 
lives and faith ? Were your views and mine the same we 
might destroy them entirely with a very little trouble, and if we 
do so we shall protect our religions and save the country. 
And as these ideas have been cherished and considered merely 
from a concern for the protection of the religions and lives of 
all you Hindus and Mussalmans of this country, this letter is 
printed for your information. All you Hindus are hereby 
solemnly adjured by your faith in the Ganges, Tulsi, and 
Saligram, and all you Mussalmans, by your belief in God and 
the Kuran as these English are the common enemy of both, to 
unite in considering their slaughter extremely expedient, for 
by this alone will the lives and faith of both be saved. It is 
expedient then that you should coalesce and slay them. The 
slaughter of kine is regarded by the Hindus as a great insult to 
their religion To prevent this, a solemn compact or agreement 
has been entered into by all the Mahomedan chiefs of 
Hindustan, binding themselves that if the Hindus come 
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forward to slay the English, the Mahomedans will from that 
very day put a stop to the slaughter of cows, and those of them 
who will not do so, will be considered to have abjured the 
Kuran, and such of them as will eat beef will be regarded as 
though they had eaten pork : but if the Hindus will not gird 
their loins to kill the English, but will try to save them, they 
will be as guilty in the sight of God as though they had commi¬ 
tted the sins of killing cows and eating flesh. Perhaps the 
English may, for their own ends, try to assure the Hindus that 
as the Mussalmans have consented to give up killing cows from 
respect for the Hindu religion, they will solemnly engage to do 
the same, and will ask the Hindus to join them against the 
Mussulmans; but no sensible man will be gulled by such 
deceit, for the solemn promises and professions of the English 
are always deceitful and interested. Once their ends are 
gained, they will infringe their engagements, for deception has 
ever been habitual with them, and the treachery they have 
always practised on the people of Hindustan is known to rich 
and poor. Do not therefore give heed to what they may say. 
Be well assured you will never have such an opportunity 
again. We all know that writing a letter is equivalent to an 
advance half way towards fellowship. I trust you will all 
write answers approving of what has been proposed herein. 
This letter has been printed under the direction of Moulavi 
Syad Kutb Shah Sahib, at the Bahaduri press, in the city of 
Bareilly. 

The following Extracts from a Native Paper called the 
Suraj-ul Akhbar are now reach in the original. Translations 
of them are entered as follows:— 

Tuesday^ 25ih August 1857 —The time between dawn and 
daylight having been passed in the usual necessary religious 
observances, the Respected of the state (the physician) was 
allowed the honour of inspecting the royal pulse. The King 
then took his seat on the throne in state, and the great and 
dignified nobles of the realm being allowed the honour of 
appearing in the royal presence, discharged with extreme 
respect their devoirs and obeisances. His Majesty inspected 
two orders prepared in the royal secretariat office, the one 
addressed to Bahadur Ali Khan, Hasan Ali Khan, Durga- 
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prashad and Bhup Singh, officers of the troops at Peshawur, 
directing them to make all haste in coming to the royal 
presence, and to bring a suitable amount of treasure with thefhi, 
and the other to the prince royal Mirza Muhammad Kochak, 
ordering him to distribute the pay of the Nasirabad force. 
After inspection, these orders were sealed with the special seal 
and despatched agreeably to the royal permission. His Majesty 
then proceeded to bestow consideration on the following 
petitions;—F/rsL—A petition from Tanawar Ali Khan, son of 
Muhammad Abdul Ghafar Khan, resident of Mustafabad, 
otherwise called Rampur, professing fidelity and allegiance, 
and avowing his intention of coming to the royal presence. 
Secondly —A petition from Rajah Nahar Singh, Chief of Ballabh- 
garh, through Mir Fateh Ali Khan, making processions of 
heart-felt fidelity, allegiance, zeal and good will. Thirdly — 
A petition from Waris Muhammad Khan of Bhupal, reporting 
the slaughter of 56 of the accursed English, and enclosing 
copy of a proclamation issued to the residents of the city and 
country to engage in like manner in the destruction of the 
damnable infidels, and moreover soliciting the honour of a 
royal missive. Fourthly —A petition from Kashi Rao Holkar of 
Indore, expressive of his devotion and zealous activity in the 
service of the King; avowing his fixed purpose and determinate 
resolve to ruin and exterminate the English, clever in all 
villainy; and forwarding five of the heads of enemies killed. 
Fifthly —A petition from Muhammad Amir Khan, son of 
Ghulam Muhammad Khan, son of Abdul Samad Khan, 
resident of Dojana, 

Having perused the above petitions. His Majesty decided 
that answer should be sent after further consideration. 

The officers of the army coming into the royal presence, 
submitted that as Muhammad Bakht Khan, Governor General 
Bahadur, had gone with His Majesty’s victorious forces in the 
direction of Alapur, to fight against the infidel enemy, and 
was now engaged in active operations against them, it was 
necessary that reinforcements should be sent to his assistance. 
On this representation, orders were accordingly issued that 
a further portion of the troops should be sent in that 
direction. 
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After this His Majesty retired to his private kingly hall: at 
noon he partook of the delicacies presented for dinner, after 
which he enjoyed a siesta. He then went through the prayers 
appointed for the first of the daily five times, continued 
occupied in such pastimes as those he delights in, and then 
read the prayers of the second time. Near the close of the day 
he honoured the Respected of the state (the court physician) 
by allowing him to feel his pulse : after this he condescended 
to visit the luxuriant garden of Salimgarh for relaxation and 
pleasure. Returning from Salimgarh His Majesty retired to 
his private hall. The officers of the force stationed at 
Teliwara represented the irregularity of no force being sent to 
relieve them. After this he again came into the Hall of 
Special Audience, and held a levee, but retired again shortly, 
much agitated and displeased. After sunset those in attend¬ 
ance at Court were honoured with permission, to leave, 

Wednesday, 26th August 1857 —Having passed the time bet¬ 
ween dawn and sunrise in the observances suited to that 
portion of the day, His Majesty allowed the Respected of the 
state (the court physician) to feel his pulse, and then took his 
seat in state on the throne, the exalted nobles in attendance 
forming a circle like a halo round the moon. The officers of 
the army submitted that reinforcements should be sent to the 
aid of the forces which had gone out to combat with the 
enemy, and were now engaged in this laudable service. 
Orders were accordingly issued that the whole army, infantry 
and cavalry, were to go. After this, the King having 
inspected the three following orders prepared in the royal 
secretariat office, they were attested with the seal, and the 
King gave permission for their being despatched. 

1st —An order to the officers of the army, directing that 
the one-half of the forces should proceed to the Najafgarh 
battery, and the other to the Teliwara battery. 

2nd —An order to Mirza Muhammad Zohur-ud-din 
Bahadur regarding his investment with power to forgive 
offences, and to consider the army under his orders. 

3rd —An order to Thakur Chaman Singh, to bring some 
more of his brothers. 
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A petition having been received from Shahzada 
Muhammad Azim Bahadur, representing his difficulties in can- 
sequence of the arrival of the enemies forces, and requesting 
that re-enforcements including artillery might be sent to his 
assistance, the King gave orders that a royal missive in reply 
should be written. After this the King retiied ftorn the Court 
to his private apartments : at noon His Majesty partook of the 
delicacies presented for dinner, and then retired to take his 
siesta. Having gone through the prayers of the first of the 
five times, he occupied himself with such amusements as he is 
partial to, and then read the prayers of the second time. Near 
the close of the day, His Majesty, accompanied by all the 
nobles ofthe state, went to the Salimgarh garden for recrea¬ 
tion and amusement. He returned in the evening, and retired 
to his private apartments. 

Thursday, 27th August 1857 —Rising at dawn and passing 
some time in the customary religious observances, the King 
honoured the Respected of the state, the court physician, by 
allowing him to feel his pulse. His Majesty then took his seat 
in state on the throne, when his illustrious sons, and the exalted 
nobles of the realm, paid their respects. Baldeo Singh Kundla 
Kush presented his nazar, when, with excessive kindly conde¬ 
scension, he was honoured with the gift of a pair of shawls as 
treasurer of the infantry, and he accordingly presented the 
usual nazar to show his thankfulness for this honour, which 
was accepted. The King next examined the six following 
orders which had been prepared in the royal secretariat office, 
and after inspection permitted their being attested with the 
special seal and despatched ; — 

1st —An order to Mirza Muhammad Khair Sultan Bahadur, 
assuring him that he was invested with full powers in regard 
to arrangements for raising money, and that no representations 
in this matter from any person whatsoever would be heeded. 

2nd —An order to Mirza Moghal Bahadur, Mirza Khair 
Sultan Bahadur, the officers of the army, and the members of 
the court of deliberation to the effect that money having been 
twice received from the merchant Ramji Das Gurwalla, he 
'was on no account to be subjected to any further demand. 
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3rd —An order to Mirza Abdul Hasan, otherwise Mirza 
Abdulla Bahadur, in answer to the petition of Amir Khan of 
Dojana, directing his attendance at Court 

4lh —An order to Kashi Rao Holkar of Indore, directing 
his attendance at Court. 

5th —An order to Raja Nahar Singh, Chief of Ballabhgarh, 
intimating that a dun horse had been received, and directing 
him to entertain no fears of being molested by the army. 

6lh —An order through Fateh Ali Khan to I'anawar Ali 
Khan, son of Abdulla Khan of Rampur, directing his 
attendance. Some troopers communicated particulars of the 
success, Valour, and enterprize of the troops, and particularly 
of the Neemuch force; they also communicated the gathering 
of the peasantry round Najafgarh. Feeling indisposed. His 
Majesty issued orders for the immediate attendance of the 
Court physician, and retired to his private apartments. At 
noon. His Majesty ate of the delicacies presented for his 
dinner, and then took his siesta : after this he discharged the 
prayers of the second of the five daily times, continued 
engaged in the recreations he is partial to, and then read the 
prayers appointed for the third time of the da). The court 
physician being in attendance, piepared and gave His Majesty 
a cooling draught. Near the close of the day all who had 
been in attendance at Court were allowed to leave. 

Friday, 28tli August /557—Having the discharged the usual 
religious observances, the King permitted the couit physician 
to feel his pulse, and then came into the Hall of Special 
Audience, where the nobles and chiefs of the realm paid their 
respects. Khwaja Ismail Khan, a resident of Calpi, came 
forward and presented the offering usual on admission to the 
royal presence. His Majesty feeling weak, then retired to his 
private apartments. At noon he enjoyed his dinner, then 
took his siesta, afterwards he discharged the prayers 
appointed for the second and third times of the day, drank a 
cooling draught prepared by the court physician, and 
dismissed his retinue for the day. 

The four following orders were then attested with the 
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special seal, and issued agreeably to His Majesty’s com¬ 
mands • 

1— An order to Muhammad Safi, Brigadier, &c., in 
answer to his petition, assuring him that His Majesty was not 
displeased or angry with him, nor did he entertain any 
suspicions against the Neemuch troops. 

2— An order to Mirza Rahmat Bahadur to pay up the 
rent of the Imambara which is appropriated to the expenses 
of the department called the ‘‘Nazar Nisar.” 

3— An order to Ahmad Ali Khan, Chief of Farrukhnagar, 
directing him to send some matchlocks. 

4“An order to Bahadur Jang, regarding the theft in his 
territory of a string of 14 camels. 

A petition from Abdul Latif Khan, Chief of Khanpui, 
promising to come to Court, and to bring some elephants 
with him, and representing that he had been unwell. 

At 1 o’clock the Court adjourns till Saturday, the 27th of 
February, at 11 A.M., that Mr. Everett, a witness, may 
attend. 



Eighteenth Day’s Proceedings 


Saturday, February 27th, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this morning at 11 AM. in the 
Hall of Special Audience in the Palace of Delhi. 

The President, Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge 
Advocate General are all present. 

The Prisoner is brought into Court, attended by his 
attorney Ghulam Abbas. 

John Everett, a Risaldar, late of the 14th Regiment of 
Irregular Cavalry, and now of the constabulary force, is 
called into Court and duly sworn. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Were you at Delhi on the 11th of May 1857 ? 

Answer—I was. 

Question —Relate what you then witnessed in reference to 
the outbreak ? 

Answer —About 9 o’clock in the morning, the mutineers 
from Meerut entered the city, and the alarm was given that 
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they were killing the European gentlemen and all the Christ¬ 
ians. Half an hour afterwards, I heard the report of musketry 
near the Magazine, I remained quiet in the house till 
evening, being unwell, and only at Delhi on sick leave, but not 
thinking myself safe in the hired house in which I was living, 
I went, about dark, into Colonel Skinner’s compound and 
remained there all night. Very early next morning I went 
to Mirza Azim Beg’s house (a Sirdar Bahadur and a pensioner 
from the 1st Irregular Cavalry), and asked him to keep me in 
his house during the day, and at any rate to get me out of the 
city. He told me to remain quiet in his house, and that he 
would try and do so. I remained there for a day and a night, 
and the second day he told me that his neighbours had got 
intelligence of my being hid in his house. Mr George 
Skinner was also in his house. Mirza Azim Beg, with whom 
we were staying, went to the palace for the purpose of getting 
a gtiard from the King for our protection. He was away an 
hour on his errand, and then sent me word that the King’s 
pliysician, uiz., Ahsan Ulla Khan, was very angry at his 
protecting Christians in his house,—(Ahsan Ulla Khan was a 
relative of Mirza Azim Beg)—and desired that we were to get 
out of his house immediately. I accordingly left his house as 
he desired, but Mr. George Skinner remained concealed in 
the apartments of the females of the establishment. I had got 
away about 200 yards from the Sirdar Bahadurs house, when 
I saw some of the mutineer sepoys. A Masjid was close to 
me, and I thought if I could get into it and remain quiet, the 
mutineers would pass on; but just as the mutineers came in 
line with the Masjid, some one recognized me and called out 
to the mutineers, that there was a Christian in the Masjid. 
They accordingly made me a prisoner; they then went to the 
house of Mirza Azim Beg, and also made a prisoner of Mr. 
George Skinner. Both of us were being taken to the Kotwali; 
but before we had reached it, about 11 troopers from the 3rd 
Light Cavalry came galloping up and asked the sepoys *‘Who 
are you taking prisoners ? Are they Christians ?” They 
replied : “Yes,” when some of the troopers drew their pistols 
and said “Why take them to the Kotwali at all; why not kill 
them here ?” The others replied “The Kotwali is n^t far off. 
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let them go there, and you can then do as you like.*’ On 
reaching the Kotwali the sepoys made a report to the Kotwal, 
saying they had brought two children, prisoners. The 
Kotwal gave no answer, and a trooper came up to Mr George 
Skinner and caught him by the hair of his head, and pulling 
him away about 50 paces from the Kotwali, and placing him 
in front of the canal wall, shot him with his pistol : several 
other shots were fired at him by some other troopers, and he 
fell dead. I stood before the Kotwali thinking they would 
come and take me; but the troopers, after killing Mr. Skinner, 
galloped off to the fort. I was then ordered by the Havildar 
at the Kotwali to go and sit among the prisoners; and there I 
remained for 25 days with 40 others, men, women, and 
children, all Christians, after which we were released in 
consequence of a Moulavy by the name of Muhammad 
Isma’il, giving evidence that we were all Mahomedans, and 
that if there were any Christians they would become Mahome¬ 
dans, and that ir was not lawful to kill such as turn to 
Mahomedanism of their own accord. We were not, however, 
allowed to leave the city. I then went to live with an African 
of the name of Moujud. 

Question —Had you had any intercourse or intimacy with 
this man previously ? 

Answer —I knew the marr very well, as he had been in 
Colonel Skinner’s service formerly, and had left it about the 
year 1842. 

Question —At the time of the outbreak in whose service was 
this African ? 

Answer —In the King’s service; he had been so some years. 

Question —Did he ever try and induce you to leave the 
Company’s service, and go over to that of the King ? 

Answer —Yes, he did speak to me about it, viz.y about three 
days previous to the outbreak, he came to my house while I 
was looking at horses to purchase for my corps, and said he 
wished to speak to me. I went aside with him, and he then 
said, “You had better leave the Company’s service and with 
your troops come ov€r to that of the King.” He said this in 
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tPie way of friendly advice, I asked him his reason. He said, 
“ I'his hot weather you will see the Russians all over the 
place.” I laughed at the follow’s ideas, and told him to go 
away just then, as I was busy, and I would see him some 
other time. This conversation took place on Saturday, the 
9th cf May 1857, at II A.M. He did not come back, 
however, and when I was released from the Kotwali I went 
to him, and he said to me, “Did I not tell you to come away ? 
And he then went on to tell me that there was an African of 
the name of Kambar, that had been sent from here, two years 
before the outbreak, to Constantinople : he also mentioned 
that this man Kambar had left Delhi on the pretence of going 
to Mecca, but had really been sent as an ambassador from the 
King of Delhi, to get some help from Russia; and that this 
man Kambar, on leaving Delhi, had made a promise that he 
would retuin in two years. 

Qjiestion —During your stay with Moujud, did you get any 
further intelligence from him relative to the outbreak ? 

Answer —No, not exactly in reference to the outbreak; but 
he used to return home at night, and give me the news of the 
day; and on one occasion he told me that the King had 
assembled all his songs and his men of note at a public durbar, 
and remarked to them that since the battle at Ghazi-ud-din 
nagar he had observed that they had been gradually sneaking 
away from their attendance on him, and that he imagined this 
must be through a fright. The King added that this was the 
time when they should all unite, and heartily combine to drive 
the British off the ridge. “If you do not do so,” said he, 
“mark my words, if the British ever enter Delhi again, they 
will not leave one soul alive of the descendants of Taimur 
Shah.” This man Moujud was the chief of ten or twelve 
Afiicans in the service of the King; he was a private special 
attendant of his and was always by his side, and I think his 
statements to me may be perfectly relied on. 

Question —Did this man Moujud offer you money or any 
other inducements to quit the Company’s service ? 

Answer —No. 

Question—Do you know whether his proposal to the above 
effect emanated from the King or any high official in the palace ? 
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Answer —I did not take it as such; I merely thought it was 
the man^s own foolishness. 

Qjiestion —Are you aware whether any other persons in the 
military service of the Company were ever solicited to go over 
to the King ? 

Answer —Not to rny knowledge. 

Qjiestion —Did you ever hear the m^n of your regiment 
talking about the chapatis that were circulated from village to 
village before the outbreak ? 

Answer —No : I was on leave at my own village at the time, 
and all that 1 heard in reference to the subject was that the 
chapatis were going about, and that nobody could make out 
the meaning of it. 

(hieslion —How long had you been in Delhi previous to the 
1 1 th of May ? 

Answer —About thirteen or fourteen days. 

Qjiestion —During that time, had you heard the people saying 
and speaking among themselves to the effect that any disturb¬ 
ance was soon likely to occur ? 

Answer —No, I was sick and had little intercourse with the 
Delhi people. 

Qjiestion —You have said that Moiijud told you after the 
outbreak, that the Russians would soon be all over the place : 
do you know whether this was the general belief of the city ? 

Answer —Yes, I think it was : the subject was one of general 
conversation among the Mahomedans with whom I was able 
to have intercourse; they said they expected the Russians this 
hot season. 

Qjiestion —Had you, previous to the outbreak, any 
conversation with the native officers and men of your 
regiment, on the subject of the Company’s Government ? 

Answer —A Mahomedan officer of the 14th Irregular 
Cavalry, by the name of Mirza Taki Beg, said it was written 
in his books that a change would take place, and that the 
British rule would soon be overthrown. This was at 
Peshawur. I am not sure whether it was in the year 1855 or 
1856. 
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Question —Have you ever heard any persons remarking on 
the length of time the English rule had lasted, and that in ^he 
common order of events it could not exist much longer ? 

Answer —No. 

Question —From \vhat you know, were the Hindus in Delhi 
or the Mussalmans most averse to the Gompany^s Govern¬ 
ment ? 

Answer —The Mussalmans. 

Question —Did you ever hear that the King of Persia was 
coming with an army to India : or did you ever hear the war 
between the English and Persians particularly alluded to by 
the natives ? 

Answer —No, I never used to talk with the natives on this 
subject, as I got my information from reading the English 
newspapers. 

Qjiestion —Do you know whether the expected corning of the 
Russians was believed in by the natives or talked about by 
them before the outbreak ? 

Answer —No, I cannot speak to the point, as I never had 
any intercourse with the natives. 

The Prisoner declines to cross-examine. 

Examined by Court 

Question —From anything you heard whilst in Delhi, have 
you the least reason to suppose that the Prisoner joined the 
mutinous army unwillingly ? 

Answer —I can only declare what I have heard : that at the 
first commencement the King was unwilling; but when he 
found himself implicated, he joined afterwards, w’.?:., in about 
a fortnight. This is mere hearsay, and I can produce no 
authority for it. 

The witness withdraws. 

Ghulam Abbas, the Prisoner’s attorney, is reminded of his 
affirmation as a witness. 

Examined by Judge Advocate 

Question —Look at these 12 papers, and say whether you 
think them genuine or not. 
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Answer —Those which have the orders in pencil at the top, 
are certainly genuine, for the pencil orders are in the hand¬ 
writing of the prisoner. I have no reason to suppose that the 
other papers are not genuine : those which have the cypher 
in pencil are also genuine, as the cypher is in the King’s 
writing. These papers are now read by the Interpreter in 
original, and the translation of them is read and entered. 


Petition of Mukand Lai, dated 2 P. M., Tuesday, 

18th August 1857 

To—The Nourisher of the Poor ! 

Respectfully Sheweth. —That when the King, after 
holding his Court, had retired to his own apartments, 
Moulavy Fazl-ul-Hak, Nawab Ahmad Kuli Khan Bahadur, 
Budhan Sahib and Mirza Khair Sultan Bahadur, had the 
orders written which are detailed below : that all the officers 
of the army came to Nawab Ahmad Kuli Khan, demanding 
money for expenses : and that the King again came out at 
12 o’clock. I have submitted these matters for your informa¬ 
tion. Moreover, all the order above referred to came under 
the King’s inspection. The queen of the world^ was asleep, 
and the seals have therefore not been affixed- They will, 
however, be affixed at 3 o’clock. It is now 2 o’clock P.M , 
and though the King’s Court for the day has been ended, the 
whole of the Officers are still sitting about Nawab Ahmad 
Kuli Khan. 

1. To the address of Rao Tularam. To send mony. 
Written as directed by the Shamshir-ud-dowlat. 

2. To the address of Rao Tularam*. Ordering the 
remittance of money in reference to Sadhrowli. Written as 
directed by the Shamshir-ud-dowlat. 

3. To the address of Jaiji Scindiah. Written as directed 
by General Ghulam Ghous Khan. 

4. To Baijja Bai. Written as directed by General 
Ghulam Ghous Khan. 

1. Zmat Mahal. 

2. The Chief of Rewari, who took prominent part in the uprising. 
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5. To Rana Bhagavant Singh. Written as diiected by 

General Ghulam Ghous Khan. • 

6. To the address of Ghandhari Manbedliar. Written as 
directed by General Ghulam Ghous Khan. 

7. To the address of Moulavy Wazir Ali. Written as 
directed by General Ghulam Ghous Khan. 

8. To the Officers of the Mhow and Indore troops. Written 
as directed by General Ghulam Ghous Khan. 

9. To the Officers of the Morar troops. Written as 
directed by General Ghulam Ghous Khan 

10. To the address of Bakshish Ali. Written as directed 
by Hasan Baklish Uzbegi, directing the enlistment of 500 
infantry for Malagarh. 

11. Passport to Lucknow, agreeably to the request of 
Muhammad Baksh. Written as directed by Kuliyt Ulla Beg 
Khan, and Hasan Baksh Khan Uzbegi. 

12. To Rao Tularam To remit the revenue of Sadhrowli. 
Written as directed by the Sliarnshir-ud-dovvlat Bahadur. 

13. To Rao Tularam. To send in his trusted accredited 
agent. Written as directed bv the Shamshir-ud-dowlat 
Bahadur. 

14. To Rao Tularam. To send in treasure. Written as 
directed by the Shamshir-ud-dowlat Bahadur. 

15. To Rao Tularam. To send in the revenue of Tanda 
Malahaira. Written as directed by the Shamshir-ud-dowlat 
Bahadur. 

16. To Hasan Baksh Uzbegi. To realize the revenue of 
the Aligarh district. Written in the presence of Moulavy 
Fazl-ul-Hak, Shamshir-ud-dowlat, Budhan Sahib and Mirza 
Khair Sultan. 

17. To Faiz Ahmad. Appointing him to realize the 
revenues of the Bulandshahr and Aligarh District, written as 
directed by Moulavy Fazl-ul-Hak. 

18. To Walidad Khan. To aid the above two men in 
realizing the revenue—Moulavy Fazl-ul-Hak. 

19. To Rao Gulab Singh. To remit the revenue by the 
hands of Hasan Baksh and Faiz Ahmad, 12,000 rupees.^ 
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20. To Abdul Latif Khan of Khanpoor. To remit his 
revenue by tlie hands of Hasan Baksh and Faiz Ahmad. 

21. To Muhammad Ali Khan of Chatauri. To remit his 
revenue by the hands of Hasan Baksh and Faiz Ahmad. 

22. To Zohur Ali of Dliarmpur. To remit his revenue by 
the hands of Hasan Baksh and Faiz Ahmad. 

23. To Muhammad Daud Khan of Hakimpur To remit 
his revenue by the hands of Hasan Baksh and Faiz Ahmad. 

24. To Rajah Damman Singh. To remit his revenue by 
the hands of Hasan Baksh and Faiz Ahmad. 

2v'i. To-(name illegible) of Shahabad. To preserve 

order in his tenitory. Written as directed by the Nawab 
Sahib. 

26. To Moulavy Alidul Hak Khan. To make arrange¬ 
ments for realizing the revenue of the Gurgaon District. 
Written as directed by Moulavy Fazl-ul-Hak, whose nephew 
will go to Gurgaon. 

27. To Narayan Das, merchant. To the effect that no 
demand for money will be made. Written as directed by 
Mirza Khair Sultan Bahadur. Petition of the slave Mukand 

Lai. 

No order or note of any kind. 

Note—It does not appear to whom this petition was addressed; but 

it is probable that it was to Mirza MoghaL. 

Order attested with the official seal of Colonel 
Mirza Muhammad Khan Khair Sultan 
Bahadur, dated 9th June 1857 

To—The Officers and Subadars of the Army. 

May health and .safety attended you. As the troops which 
have been fighting here for their religion have, through the 
blessing of God, been completely victorious, you are hereby 
directed, provided you still continue firm in your religious 
tenets, to come here at once, for you will richly rewarded by 
the Government, and will besides preserve your religion and 
creed. It is confidently expected that the English will be all 
killed wherever they may be. As for this place, not a single 
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Englishman has been left. The King is now established on 
his throne. He has done every thing to keep your brethren*of 
the army contented and satisfied, and has bestowed rewards 
on thein. 


An order from Mirza Muhammad Jawan Bakht, 
supposed to be in his own handwriting, 
dated 9th June 1857 

To—The well-wisher or unsuspected Fidelity, Mir Ahmad 
Amir. 

May you continue in health and safety. A musket, 
dagger and sword have just been received through Har- 
prasad. This is written for your satisfaction. 

Note on the reveuse —This receipt for a swoid and 
musket was received in the police office on the 9th June 1857. 
Signature illegible. 


Petition from the Officers of the Royal Treasury, 
dated 11th June 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

May his prosperity continue 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That agreeably to Your 
Majesty’s orders. Rupees 1,000 have been paid through 
assistant chamberlain Basant Ali Khan, as a present and on 
account of their daily allowances to the men of the infantry 
regiment come from Sirsa. Your petitioner prays he may be 
graciously favoured with a receipt under Your Majesty’s 
signature. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign.) Rupees 
1,000. Petition of Your Majesty’s home-born slaves, the 
officers of the royal treasury. 

Autograph order by the King^ in pencil 

This has reached the Royal presence. 
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Petition from the Officer of the Royal Treasury, 
dated 15th June 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

May his prosperity continue 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That agreeably to Your 
Majesty’s order Rupees 1,300 have been paid to the troops 
come from Bareily, partly as a present, and partly on account 
of their daily allowances Your petitioner, therefore, prays 
that he may be graciously favoured with a receipt under the 
royal signature. 

It was necessary and is therefore submitted. (Prayers for 
the prosperity of the reign.) 

Rs. 

Present .. ... ... ... ... 1,000 

Allowances ... ... ... ... 300 

Total ... 1,300 

Petition of Your Majesty’s home-born slaves, the officers of 
the royal treasury. 

Autograph note by the King in pencil 

This has reached the Royal presence. 


Petition of Muhammad Murtaza Khan, Risaldar. 

No date, date of a note on the reverse, 

9th July 1857 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World, &c. 

Respectfully Shev^eth, —That agreeably to your royal 
orders your petitioner and the men of the corps of cavalry 
have for a month and a half had their quarters in Your 
Majesty’s garden, generally known as that of Begam Sombre, 
and that, having had the bath-room under the house cleared 
of the accumulated filth and rubbish, at an expense of one 
rupee from their own funds, they have kept the cavalry 
appurtenances and accoutrements there. The men of the 
regular cavalry now come from Gwalior, have taken 
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possession of the place, and the troopers of my corps are in 
consequence suffering great inconvenience from exposure to 
the rain, for besides this bath-room there is no other place of 
shelter in the garden in question. I therefore pray that 
orders may be issued to the men of the regular cavalry, 
directing them not to disturb us in our occupancy, but to 
search out some other quarters for themselves, or at least to 
occupy one-half themselves, and to leave the other half to us. 
It was necessary and I have therefore submitted it. (Prayeis 
for the prosperity of the reign.) Petition of the slave Mir 
Muhammad Murtaza Khan, Risaldar. 

Autograph order by the King in pencil 

Miiza Moghal will explain to the Gwalior troopers that 
they are to occupy half of the place, and to give the other half 
to the petitioners 

A transcript of the King^s order in ink on the reverse. 

Note—also on the reverse. —According to orders, a 
written order has been issued. Dated 9th July 1857. 


Order under the King’s Autograph cypher, in 
pencil, dated 27th July 1857 

To—The Officers of the Royal Treasury. 

Pay 4,000 rupees from the money in your hands for the 
daily allowances, &c., of the army, and for the expenses 
connected with the magazine. Consider this imperative. 

Rupees 4,000, the half of which is Rupees 2,000 


Order under the King’s Autograph cypher in 
pencil, dated 27th July 1857 

To—The Officers of the Royal Treasury. 

Send 1,000 rupees to the Royal presence that it may be 
given as a reward to the infantry come from Neemuch !—allow 
no delay,—consider this imperative. 

Rupees 1,000, the half of which is Rupees 500. 
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Rough drafts of three orders from the King, without 
signature, seal or cypher Note at the top to the effect 
that copies have been written in the books, showing 
that the originals had been despatched, and that the 
ofiBce copies for record were subsequently made from 
these rough drafts,—First Order, dated 21st August 
1857. 

Ghulam Mau’ud-ud-clin Khan, subordinate Collector of land 
revenue and the landholders of Baghput—With reference to 
your application for a military force, you are informed that 
Miiza Muhammad Shah and the son of Mirza Haji are with 
yon, and you our slaves are directed to exert yourselves with 
heart and soul in forwarding supplies You are directed to 
remain obedient to the troops and to forward your revenue 
and your personal pecuniary offerings in token of your allegi¬ 
ance under the charge of your own trustworthy agents, and 
the .nilitary. 

Second, dated 21st August 1857. 


To—The Principal Farmers, Chiefs, Landholders and 

Peasants of Sonepat, Panipat, Najafgarh, Bahadurgarh, 
&c., and to the Villagers of the Mewant. 

You are hereby directed to give full obedience and respect 
to the authority of Mirza Abdulla Bahadur, son of Mirza 
Shah-Rukh Bahadur, and our own special grandson; and to 
that of the army of the Lord Governor General Muhammad 
Bakht Khan Bahadur, proceeding in your direction, and all 
you, slaves, are further directed to furnish all necessary 
supplies agreeably to all such orders as you may receive from 
the said prince and the officers of the army. You are more¬ 
over directed to send all such money as you may be for¬ 
warding on no account of the revenue, or as offerings in token 
of your allegiance in the chafge of your own trusted men, 
accompanied by a military guard from the prince’s army, and 
on no account to entrust it to the care of others; observing 
every precaution in this matter, act according to these royal 
orders. 


Third. No date. 
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To—The Slave Siddhari Singh, and the whole of the 
Troops come from Neemuch and to Hira Singh. • 

Learn!—That you are hereby ordered to proceed in the 
direction of Alapur, Panipat and Sonepat, there to join the 
troops come from Bareilly. In doing this you will consult 
your pleasure; you are required to act with unanimity in 
the service of state, and to allow no delay in your departure. 
This Order has been issued at the request of the Lord 
Governor Bahadur. 


Petition of Muhammad Khawaja Hasan Khan, deputed 
to Sahranpur, &c., written from Muradnagar, 
dated 9th September 1857 

To—The King I Cherisher of the Poor, Lord of Mankind, 
&c. 

Respectfully Sheweth,— -That your petitioner has before 
this, both by petition and verbal messages, sent intelligence 
daily of reported coming of the Europeans with six guns, for 
the purpose of desolating Muradnagar and Ghaziabad, and 
destroying the bridge over the Hindan, and requesting to be 
favoured with reinforcements, that he might make a slaughter 
of the infidels. Your Majesty has not yet been pleased to 
bestow any aid. Information has just been obtained from 
travellers coming from Meerut, that the Europeans, accomp¬ 
anied by Ali Khan, the former subordinate collector of 
revenue in the service of the infidels, and bringing four guns, 
have left Meerut on their march in the direction of Murad¬ 
nagar, with the object of attacking your petitioner and 
destroying the said bridge. Before this, some Europeans went 
with six guns from Happar and burnt the village of Pilkhoah, 
killing nearly 150 of its inhabitants. This force also intends 
moving in this direction. In consequence of this intelligence, 
your petitioner has taken up a position on the road with the 
whole force of cavalry and infantry, the men being kept under 
arms. Your petitioner has no reluctance to sacrifice his life 
in Your Majesty cause, but reflecting on the numerical weak¬ 
ness of his party, and the absence of artillery, he is^to some 
extent afraid that the bridge may be broken. Should the 
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bridge be in any way injured, (God foibid that it should be !) 
the movements of the troops and the conveyance of supplies 
will be entirely hindered. Your petitioner trusts that a 
reinforcement in infantry and artillery may be speedily 
despatched by Your Majesty, so that the infidels may be 
effectually resisted. Prayers for the prosperity of the reign. 
Petition of the slave Muhammad Khwaja Khan, deputed to 
Saharanpur, &c., written from Muradnagar under date the 9th 
September 1857, 

Autograph order by the King, in pencil 

Mirza Moghal will act in accordance with the requisition 
in the petition. 

Order on the reverse: probably by Mirza Moghal in 
furtherance of the King’s order—The Brigade Major Sahib 
is directed to take such measures as may be necessary. 

Order also on the reverse, by the Brigade Major 
apparently—Let an order be written directing the 14th 
Regiment of infantry to go out. Dated 10th September 
1857, year of reign 21. 


Order from the King, without signature, cypher, 
seal or date—(Probably an office copy.) 

To—The Rajahs, Nawabs and other influential Resi¬ 
dents of the Province of Allahabad. 

Consider yourselv'es receiving the royal favour. As our 
special slave, the chief AH Kasim, has been appointed to the 
government of the province of Allahabad and the districts 
subordinate thereto, it will behove you to afford him your aid 
and co-operation in all matters, and in no instance to act 
contrary to his orders, or without his consent and approval. 
It is further incumbent that you .should join him in extermina¬ 
ting the accursed English. If it shall appear that you have 
acted with zeal you will be graciously rewarded : if not, it 
will not be well for you. 

Draft of an order on the reverse^ without signature^ 
cypherj seal or date. 



310 


THE TRIAL OF BAHADUR SHAH 


To—The Nawab of Banda. 

As our special slave, the Chief Ali Kasim, has been 
appointed Governor of Allahabad, it will behove you, 
immediately on receipt of this royal mandate, to join him with 
your artillery, cavalry and infantry, and exterminate the 
English. Your are, moreover, directed not in any matter to 
act contrary to the views and wishes of the said chief. You 
are to consider these orders extremely imperative, and are to 
act in accordance with them. 


Petition of Syad Muhammad Hasan. No date 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World, &c., &c. 

Respectfully Sheweth, —That your slave the petitioner 
has been in attendance since yesterday, but has not a place so 
much as to sit or stand in. I therefore pray that some quarters 
may be assigned to me and my companions, in all 84 Jahadis, 
where we may rest ourselves. It was necessary, and we have 
submitted it. Petition of slave Syad Muhammad Hasan 
Jahadi and well wisher to His Majesty’s cause. 

Autograph order of the King, in pencil 

You know what the state of the revenue just now is. May 
the Jahadis be amply commanded for all the meritorious deed 
they are performing. 

The Court at four P.M. adjourns till 11 A.M. on 
Wednesday, the 3rd of March to allow the interpreter to 
translate extracts from nature newspapers and other docu¬ 
ments. 




Nineteenth Day’s Proceedings 


Wednesday, March 3rd, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this day at 11 A.M. in the Hall of 
Special Audience in the Palace at Delhi 

The President, Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge 
Advocate-General are all present. 

The Prisoner, attended by his attorney Ghulam Abbas, is 
brought into Court. 

The following 18 papers are now read in original by the 
Interpreter, and the translations of them are read and entered 
by the Judge Advocate as follows :— 

No. 1 

Extract from the ‘‘Authentic News,” page 285 

Local Intelligence — Persia —It is ascertained from news^ 
papers from Persia, that the Persian King has issued orders to 
all his troops not absolutely employed in the different districts, 
to assemble and remain at Teheran till further orders, which 
they have been told they will be expected to carry out with 
heart and soul immediately on receipt. It is currently re¬ 
ported here that this demonstration against the Amir Dost 
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Muhammad Khan is only a 'trategic move on the part of the 
King of Persia, to cloak his real design of fighting against 
and conquering the English, because, confiding in the British 
power, Amir Dost Muhammad Khan has allied himself to the 
English, and has been the cause of all the disagreements 
between the English and the Persians. The King of Persia, 
however, has not openly thrown off amicable relations with the 
English, nor has he yet personally adopted a course of enmity 
against Amir Dost Muhammad Khan. It is nevertheless 
certain some change of feeling has taken place amongst the 
three powers. 


No 2 

Extract from the “Authentic News,” No. IV , Vol. Ill, 
dated 26th of January 1857 

Local News — France —The newspapers all agree in dec¬ 
laring that the King of France and the Emperor of Turkey 
have not as yet openly avowed themselves the allies of either 
the English or the Persians but the ambassadars of these two 
opposite parties secretly visit the courts of both the sovereigns 
above mentioned with gifts and presents. Some think that the 
King of France and the Emperor of Turkey will not mix 
themselves in the quarrel between the Persians and the 
English; but most people say, that they will both side with the 
Persians. Whatever is ascertained hereafter will be published 
without fail. As for the Russians, however, they make no 
secret of the readiness with which they are assisting, and will 
continue to assist the Persians, whether it be with funds or 
with forces. It may be said that virtually the Russians are 
the cause of this war, and that using the Persians as a cloak, 
they intend to consummate their own designs, regarding the 
conquest of Hindustan. It is to be believed that the Russians 
will very soon take the field in great force. If any thing 
further is ascertained it will be published. Let the readers of 
the Authentic Mews** be prepared to see what the veil of 
futurity will disclose. 
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No. 3 

Extract from the “Authentic News,” No II, Vol. Ill, 
dated 16th March 1857, pp. 82 and 83 

Local News —-Court of Persia —It is discovered from the 
late Bombay papers received at this press, that the King of 
Persia one day summoned a number of Herat chiefs, together 
with his nobles, to his court, and had a conference with them 
regarding the war After due deliberation, they all advised 
him unanimously to declare war against the English, ex¬ 
pressing their dependence that God would will his being 
victorious, for, said they. “Taking Herat you will be in a 
position as though you had reached the doorway into 
Hindustan.” They further urged that the wish of the 
Russians too was that the Persians should go to war with the 
English, and should conquer India. On this the King 
declared with an oath, that he was greatly pleased with these 
courtiers, who had given advice so opposite to that of his 
perfidious prime minister, and solemnly promised that on 
reaching India, he would appoint them to the Governorships 
of different provinces, one to that of Bombay, another to 
that of Calcutta, a third to Poona, and so on, and that he 
would bestow the crown on the King of Delhi. Just at this 
juncture, intelligence was brought that the prime minister had 
clandestinely sold the King’s diadem jewelled with privious 
stones, through a merchant named Haji Ali, for a lakh and 
twenty-five thousand francs, giving him (the merchant) a 
portion of the money. On this, the King sent for the wily 
prime minister, and questioned him on the subject, bur he 
denied all knowledge of the business. The King then had 
the merchant apprehended and fined, and expressed his 
displeasure in no measured terms with the prime minister 
for keeping up intrigues with people of other nations. It is 
reported that the duties of piime minister have been intrusted 
to some other statesman It is said that the prime minister 
above alluded to generally counselled the King to maintain 
a peaceable policy. It was reported to the King that the 
Emperor of Russia had sent an effective and thoroughly 
appointed army of 400,000 men, with abundant munitions, to 
assist him, and that portions of these had already joined the 
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Persians, and it was also reported that the Emperor of Russia 
had declared that if the force should be insufficient for the 
intended wars and slaughter, the constabulary army would also 
be sent. In answer to these communications, the King spoke in 
terms of the highest praise of the Emperor Alexander of Russia, 
and issued instructions that funds for the expenses of the 
Russian army should be defrayed from his treasury, and that 
the courier from the Russian ai my should not want for any¬ 
thing or suffer any inconveniences. After this, the French 
ambassador submitted as welcome news, that his sovereign, 
who had for some days been unwell, was now, by the blessing 
of God, restored to perfect health. The King hearing 
this, said, he thanked God for it. The Georgian ambassador 
now presented his master’s compliments, and slated that 
contrary to the laws of England and Turkey, the sale of slaves 
of both sexes still continued in his country. Throughout 
Persia it is reported that the chief reason for the Persian King 
going to war with the English is that for five successive 
generations, the occupants of the Persian throne, intending 
to conquer India, had been accumulating all sorts of 
military munitions, and had been liying by treasures : but 
that no one of them had been able to work up his resolution 
to the undertaking, and that moreover Nasir-ud-din, the 
present sovereign, had himself long cherished the same wish, 
transmitted to him as it were hereditarily, when the present 
opportunity presented itself. On one side, Herat came easily 
into possession; on another the unforeseen assistance of the 
Russians came to his aid; on a third, the nobles unanimously 
counselled an advance on India, predicting that God would 
bestow victory; and on a fourth the whole nation rose and 
assembled as for a religious war, so that the King of Persia 
had no alternative but a declaration of war. It is also said 
that the Amir Dost Muhammad Khan, the ruler o( Cabul, 
is secretly in league with the King of Persia, while he 
professes to the English that he is at deadly enmity with him, 
urging as his reason that the sovereignity of Cabul had 
formerly always descended in lines of Shah Kamran and 
Shuja-ul-mulk, and that the King of Persia had appointed 
the Prince Yusuf, his Vice-regent, in the government of 
Herat; that this Prince now counsels the King of Per|ia to take 



DELHI IN 1857 


315 


the sovereignity of Gabul from the Amir and to bestow it on 
him, that it is in consequence of this that the Persians are 
advancing towards Cabul, and that he seriously apprehends 
that Piince Yusuf, assisted by the Persians, will finally take 
Gabul from the Afghans in requital for Shah Shujah-ul-mulk’s 
dispossession On leaving for Gabul the Amir wrote a letter 
to the King of Persia, that he was altogether a subject of the 
Persian Sovereignity, and that he had no relations with the 
British Government, 


No. 4 

Extract from the “Authentic News,” No. XI., Vol II, 
dated 19th March 1857 

Proclamation of the King of Persia —Gopies of a pro¬ 
clamation in the name of the King of Persia have been put up 
at the entrances to tlie streets and lanes of Delhi. One of my 
friends took an exact transcript of the copy which had been 
put up on the back of the Jama Masjid. This proclamation 
was seen by most people. The purport of it in a condensed 
form is, that people professing the true faith should, as a 
matter of duty, eschew assisting the Ghristians, and should, 
as being riglit and proper, exert themselves to the full extent 
of their ability to promote the welfare of the Mussulmans, 
that the time is at hand, wlien God willing, we, the King of 
Persia, will sit on the throne of India, and will make the King 
and people of that country contented and happy. In the 
same measure as the English Itave done every thing to make 
them destitute of even the meins of subsistence, we will exert 
ourselves to make them rich and affluent. We use no 
interference with any tnan’s religion Such is the substance 
of the proclamation. Moreover a person of the name of 
Muhammad Sadik Khan, by means of whom this proclama¬ 
tion has been made public, writes, that up to the 6th instant, 
900 Persian soldiers, with some officers of high rank, had 
entered India, and 500 are staying in Delhi itself in various 
disguises, and as an instance, he mentions himself particularly 
as having reached Delhi on the 4th March, and circulated 
all the copies of the proclamation. He says that he receives in¬ 
telligence from all paits of the country, that he sends accounts 
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legularly of every thing occurring here to the King of Persia, 
that he will communicate to all by means of proclamations, 
every intelligence regarding the despatch and advance of the 
Persian troops and whatever else may be worth making 
known. 

People say that this proclamation has been contrived 
merely to get up idle speculations, and being of the same 
opinion, I too would ask, what is the object of Muhammad 
Sadiq Khan’s coming to Delhi ? If his object is war, his 
coming in this way with such purpose is absolute absurdity. 
If he has come as a spy, then his publishing his presence by 
a proclamation is a senseless inconsistency, and the expenses 
of his mission a useless waste of money. Putting gain out of 
the calculation altogether, damage to his object is the likely 
result of such a course. Setting all this aside, however, it 
may be asked what cause for rejoicing would the Hindus have 
were the King of Persia to exercise sway over India ? From 
the proclamation it appears that he intends himself to occupy 
the throne of India. The Hindus would only then have 
cause to be pleased if the King of Persia, acting like Abbas 
Shah Safi, should enthrone our own King, and where would 
be the wonder if he did so, for it was Taimur himself who 
bestowed Sovereignity on the Persians, and it was reflecting 
on this that induced the said Abbas Shah to assist Humayun. 


No. 5 

Extract from the <*Authentic News” No. XII, Vol. Ill, 
dated 23rd March 1857 

Proclamation in the name of the Kino of Persia —Lately 
some designing and mischievous promoter of sedition of Delhi, 
imagining notoriety would be fame, placarded a proclamation 
purporting to be from the King of Persia on the back of the 
Jama Masjid, with the purpose of misleading the populace. 
The substance of this proclamation was, that the Mussulmans 
and Hindus should both refrain from helping the Christians, 
and that the King of Persia will shortly conquer Hindustan, 
and bestowing rewards and favours, will keep the people in 
peace and happiness. The man who circulated ^this pro- 



DELHI IN 1857 


317 


clamation has written his name as Muhammad Sadik Khan. 
It is said that the authorities at Delhi were very much annoyed 
by this absurd falsehood. I feel convinced that if any one 
will apprehend this misguided liar, he will get some pecuniary 
reward : but God knows whether he will or not. However, 
as for our good friend Mr. Muhammad Sadik Khan, the 
forgerer, who issued this proclamation, we feel sure that if he 
falls into the hands of Government a double-soled shoe steeped 
in vinegar will be caused to make a precious good clatter on 
his scabby cranium, and his hair pretty well dishevelled. 
This fine gentleman with the alias will then learn, that a 
house of bricks may be turned into dust and how aptitude for 
such frolics may be expelled through the nose, much in the 
same way as a cold in the head finds vent, and after what 
fashion our fine fellows of this stamp may have the breath 
taken out of them. 


No. 6 

Extract from the Delhi “Urdu News,” No XV, Vol. XIX, 

dated 12 th April 1857 

Local News — Cahul —A correspondent of the Delhi Gazette, 
writing from Gabul under date the 29th March, says, th.it the 
small force ordered by the Amir Dost Muhammad Khan to 
punish the people of Pesh Bolak and Sutju Khail had returned 
to Jallalabad, after, as it appears, an engagement with 
Muhammad Shah Khan, in which nearly 30 of them were 
killed, and about the same number wounded. Although the 
Amir’s soldiers took a great quantity of Muhammad Shah 
Khan’s baggage, the Khan, to save his life, escaped to the 
forts in the country about Lumghan. The brother of Mirdad 
Khan had just arrived from Jallalabad, and informed the 
correspondent that the said Amir had marched in the direction 
ofTatmeg, but it was not known then whether he would 
celebrate the festival of the new year’s day at Balia bagh or 
at Gabul. The brother of Mirdad Khan also mentioned 
that some English Newspapers published in India were read 
to the Amir, in which the mismanagement of Government 
was canvassed in advancing money to the Amir, who, the 
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papers said, was keeping up relations on both sides, and that 
on hearing this the Amir remarked, that when the English 
get into any difficulty they expended millions of pounds 
sterling, and that now when the Persians, instigated by the 
Russians, were planning the invasion of Afghanistan, with 
the ulterior design of disturbing the Government of India, 
the Governor General had, with wisdom and judgment, 
considered his, the Amir’s alliance, worth having. The 
correspondent adds, that it is much discussed at Gabul that 
in consequence of the instigation and mischievous designs of 
Sultan Muhammad Khan, Inarn Haji is exciting the inhabi¬ 
tants of the hill country, and that it is also currently reported 
that Sultan Jan has, with entreaty and supplication, applied 
to the Persian Commander-in-Ghief at Herat for permission 
to invade Girrishk affirming that the people of Girrishk have 
agreed to assist him on the condition that the taxes be re¬ 
mitted for three years. 


No. 7 

Extract from the Newspaper in the Urdu tongue styled 
“Compendium of News,” Nos, VIII, Vol. I, 
dated 13th April 1857 

Log-\l News — Persia —Some days ago a proclamation was 
found placarded on a wall of the Jama Masjid. A sword 
and shield were depicted on it, and the following as coming 
from tlie Shah of Persia was the substance of the paper, 
viz. :—-That it was a religious obligation on all true believing 
Muhammadans to gird their loins resolutely, to assist the 
King of Persia, and to be faithfully subject and obedient to his 
authority, and to fight and contend against the English, so 
that vanquishing and routing them in battle they may receive 
and enjoy the favours, rewards and titles which the King of 
Persia will lavishly bestow on them. The proclamation also 
stated that the Persian King or second Jam would very soon 
come to India, and annex this country as a dependency, and 
that great multitudes of people had already assembled, and 
were constantly repeating the following couplet, as if^ from 
some involuntary and irresistible impulse :—“Oh God save 
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the very dust of Persia from the winds of misfortune, so long as 
even dust and wind may exist.” The news-writer states that 
the above is a translation from the Persian, but that it has 
not yet come to pass. Several petitions without names have 
been given into the Magistrate’s Court on the same subject, 
and in these it was also mentioned that a month hence from 
this date, an overwhelming attack will be made on Cashmere, 
of the salubrity and beauty of which place a poet has 
said— 

That should a parched and burnt-up soul reach 
Cashmere, 

Though he might be a roasted fowl. 

He would recover his wings and feathers. 

and that this cool and heavenly country will come into the 
possession of the writers of the petitions. The writer of this 
paper considers all this as mere senseless and absurd jesting 
and levity, for if countries are liable thus to slip out of the 
hands of Governments, what is the use of armies ! 


No 8 

Extract from the Newspaper in the Urdu tongue called 
the ‘‘Authentic News,” No. XIX, Vol. Ill, dated 11th 

May 1857 

Proclamation of the King of Persia regarding the 
Conquest of India —The Editor of the English Newspaper 
called the Punjabi in his issue No XI,. writes that on the 
capture of Mohumra, his correspondent found the translation 
of a proclamation in one of the princes’ tents, the substance 
of which he communicated to the Editor by Electric Tele¬ 
graph, and which he now publishes for the perusal of his 
readers. The following is the purport of the proclamation:— 

“Let it be known that the English Government first 
planted their victorious standard in India, and step by step 
subjugated all the powerful princes of the Eastern provinces. 
Some short time ago they conquered Afghanistan, but relinqui¬ 
shed it in consequence of what they suffered from the restless 
turbulence of the Afghans. After this they took possession of 
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the cities of Lahore and Peshawar, and other free and 
independent countries. They now wish to come through 
Afghanistan, and establish their sway in Persia also, and it is 
with this object that they are making friends of our neigh¬ 
bours and co-religionists, the Afghans, so that these may allow 
them to pass, and that they may then desolate and plunder 
Persia, and cause disunion among the professors of the true 
faith. Moreover, it has been heard that an English force, 
intended for the invasion of Persia by land, has already 
marched, and the English forces have taken a small maritime 
fort belonging to the Mahomedans, and have for its security 
placed a garrison in it, but the English do not allow their 
forces to advance, knowing that if they do so, they will feel 
the temper and sharp edge of the Mahomedan swords, and 
would soon be on the ground struggling in the agonies of 
death like fish out of water. Shah Nasir-ud-dm, King of 
Persia, therefore, has the greatest pleasure in making the 
following proclamation :— 

Proclamation —Let all the troops assemble at the different 
places on the frontiers of Persia to resist these enemies profe¬ 
ssing an antagonistic faith. It behoves the Arab tribes to act 
up to the precepts of the prophet (blessed for ever be he and 
his offspring). Slay all those who have caused you affliction 
in the same way that they intended to afflict you. It is now 
necessary that old and young, high and low, wise and foolish, 
peasant and soldier, should all without hesitation rise to the 
assistance of their co-religionists, assume arms, raise the 
Mahomedan standard, and inform the members of their tribes 
of the declaration in the name of God of a religious war of 
extermination, for God will bestow the fruition of their hopes 
on those defenders of the faith who will thus exert themselves, 
and we too will be much pleased with them. I have sent the 
Noble amongst Nobles, Mirza Jan Koshakchi Sabahi, the 
Champion of the Nation, the Chief, Mir Ali Khan, and other 
Generals, Officers and Chiefs, with 25,000 troops, to different 
parts of Persia. The Prince Nawab Shamshir-ud-dowlat has 
been sent as commanding Officers with a force of 30,000 men 
to Mohumra. Ghulam Hasan Khan, Duffadar, and Jafir Kuli 
Khan, have been sent with the cavalry regiments of Kurrachi 
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Diggir to Kirman. 20,000 troops well equipped and appointed 
have been sent to Azibia and Karribia, and the Nawab Ahsan- 
Sulfanat, with a force of 30,000 men, 40 guns and other 
munitions, has been detached in the direction of Kutch and 
the Northern Provinces of Sindh These forces have been 
thus distributed, that they may conquer the Provinces of 
Afgh anistan and then move onwards. The Chief Sultan Ahmad 
Khan, Shaha Dowlat Khan, Sultan Ali Khan, and Muham¬ 
mad Alam Khan had been appointed to join in the conquest 
of India in posts subordinate to the above officers. It is fully to 
be expected, from God’s blessing, that they will be victorious. 
Accordingly, now is the time for all the people of that country, 
and all the tribes of Afghans who believe in the Kuran, and 
walk in the precepts of God’s prophet, to join openly in the 
religious war of extermination, and to hold out the hand of 
support to their brother Mahomedans, for by doing so they will 
reap advantages both temporal and eternal And as quelling 
disturbances along the frontiers even, is not so trifling a matter 
that it may be realized by a small force of the faithful, it is 
incumbent on ali Mussalmans to assist with zeal and energy. 
Moreover let it be known to all the Afghan tribes that it is no 
intention of the King of Persia to conquer and annex Afgha¬ 
nistan as a dependency, but that, on the contrary, his real 
desire is that Kandahar should be subject to the Chiefs 
Rahimdil Khan and Kohundil Khan, and that Cabul should 
continue, as heretofore, under the sway and Government of 
the Amir Dost Muhammad Khan, and that all the Afghans 
may, ast before, have the blessing of liberty. It is incumbent 
on the Amir Dost Muhammad Khan personally that he should 
adopt the counsel of his relations, and assist the Mahomedans, 
acting up to the traditional precept of the prophet that he who 
will assist a member of the faith will receive a good reward 
for doing so. Hitherto, previous to the publication of this 
notice, Amir Dost Muhammad Khan used always to say, that 
if the armies of Persia should go‘against a people of a different 
religion, he would join them with arms and money. It is 
manifest that now the time he used to speak of has arrived, 
that is, that I have declared war against the English solely in 

defence of the faith. Let the Amir Dost Khan now remember 
his promise and join me against the enemies of the Mussal- 
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mans, and let him exert every energy in his power to slay them, 
for no blessing, however great, can exceed the opportunity,to 
do so. If he is killed he will be exalted to the dignity ora 
martyr, if he lives he will be called a defender of the faith. In 
every point of view a religious war of extermination is a most 
meritorious undertaking. But (God forbid it should be so !) 
if the Amir acts in a different way, first, he will have denied 
his religion; secondly, lie will be disgraced in the estimation of 
the woild; thirdly, he will be called a coward; and fourthly, 
the wrath of God will be sure to visit him.” 

The Editor of the Panj ibi says that the proclamation itself 
is a very lengthy paper, and that he lias only an abstract of it, 
and the only good he remarks, it seems to have done, as far as 
he can see, is that Mohumra was taken, and this paper found, 
for otlierwise it is very unlikely it would ever have come here. 
It is quite enough, however, that the sun of the British prestige 
still shines unobscurcd. It is to be confidently believed that 
all the endeavours of the King of Persia will be to no purpose. 

Here ends the extract from the Panjabi. We now proceed 
to quote from the Englishman. ‘Tt is rumoured that an effec¬ 
tive and well appointed force will shortly come through the 
Bolan pass, but we do not credit this report, as the hot season 
has set in. We hear that the Chief Sultan Jan, nephew of 
the Amir Dost Muhammad Khan, who, taking some offence 
against his uncle, had joined the King of Persia, is now 
coming with some troops from Furrah towards Kandahar, 
feeling his way as he comes along. A body of Moghals devoted 
to their faith have proceeded in the direction of Persia. This 
event has caused mucli serious alarm to the Amir Dost Muha¬ 
mmad Khan, as these Moghals arc reputed to be men of both 
strong religious principles and martial qualifications.” On the 
23rd Apr 1 1857, Major Lumsden, accompanied by some 
European officers, and Foujidar Khan, the government agent, 
arrived at Narab. The Editor of the Kurrachee newspaper 
called the Sindhian, quoting the Bombay Times, states in his 
issue No, 33, that there is a report to the effect that 50,000 
Persians, officered by some 3 or 4 Russians, had recaptured 
Bushire, but that the English had again taken the place, and 
that 3,000 Russians, who had part with the Persians in this 
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fight, had suffered a very heavy loss : that a very large force 
is gradually assembling in the north; and that he hears the 
Russians are in a great strength towards the Caspian Sea and 
Bokhara, The Editor of the Panjabi writes that the Persians 
have fully completed their arrangements, and have established 
cantonments in several places, as for instance, at Avvarganj, 
Kokan, Kursh, &c., where they have also accumulated large 
stores of necessaries. Ikram Khan, the Chief Muhammad 
Azim Khan, Haidar Khan, Afzut and Jallal-ud-din Khan the 
son of the late Akbar Khan, are in league with the King of 
Persia, and Ghulam Haidar Khan has even been honoured 
with a present of 36,000 rupees from the King of Persia, and 
his heaii and soul devoted to him, and is looking (JUt for the 
time when the roads will again open It will be nothing 
strange if the Persians shortly enter Kandahar, intending to 
advance farther. From the statements of travellers coming 
from Peshawar it appears that no reliance can be phiced on 
the Amir Dost Muhammad Khan’s engagements and com¬ 
pacts ; but how observable is God’s power by which he is thus 
openly sustained, notwithstanding, it is said, that there is a 
very large assemblage of the British troops just now at 
I’eshawar. God forbid if ! but should a battle occur in that 
direction, a great slaughter will be the consequence. Just now, 
the source of news from Persia is closed : let not our readers 
imagine, as some ignorant people assert, that the British 
Government has prohibited the publication of intelligence. 
On tlie contrary, it is the wish of the Government that correct 
intelligence from distant parts of the world should be placed 

befote the eyes of the public generally, and that the whole 
country may benefit by the newspapers, and this is the reason 
why the authoiities themselves read the papers with a trust 
and confidence in their faithfulness, and expend their own 
private funds to encourage publishers and printers. But 
where is the help if the new* itself is not forthcoming ? 
However, let such as are interested in news from distant 
countries patiently look out for an early gratification, for the 
next mail will certainly bring news of lecent dates either of a 
peaceable or warlike character, and please God. I shall 
publish them too without prejudice or bias, for our Govern¬ 
ment is a Just one which does not hinder any in the free 



324 


THE TRIAL OP BAHADUR SHAH 


exercise of his rights, and this is the reason why its swa^ is 
daily extending, and why the arts and sciences have attained 
an eminence twice as great as that of former times. May the 
Almighty preserve this Government in the exercise of justice 
to the end of time. 


No 9 

Extract from the Newspaper in the Urdu tongue 
called the ‘‘Authentic News,” No. 1, Vol. IV, 
dated 6th July 1857 

PR<rcLAMATiON OF THE KiNG OF PERSIA.—We leam from the 
statements of a man come from the Punjab that the King of 
Persia has issued a proclamation, of which the following is the 
purport : — 

“Let all the troops assemble at different places on the 
frontier of Persia to resist these enemies professing an antago¬ 
nistic faith, viz., the English. It behoves the Arab tribes to 
act up to the precept of the prophet, (blessed for ever be he 
and his offspring !) ‘Slay all those who have caused you 
affliction in the same way that they intended to ‘afflict you,’ 
It is now necessary that old and young, high and low, wise 
and foolish, peasant and soldier, should all without hesitation 
rise to the assistance of their co-religionists, assume arms, arise 
the Mahomedan standard, and inform the members of their 
tribes of the declaration, in the name of God, of a religious war 
of extermination, for God will bestow the fruition of their 
hopes on those defenders of the faith who will thus exhert 
themselves, and we too will be much pleased with them. 

I have sent the Noble amongst Nobles Mirza Muhammad Jan 
Koshakchi Sabahi; the Champion of the Nation, the Chief Mir 
Ali Khan; and other Generals Officers and Chiefs, with 25,000 
troops, to different parts of Persia. The Prince Nawab 
Shamshir-ud-dowlat has been sent as Commanding Officer 
with a force of 30,000 men to Bushire, the place from which 
the English ran away to Bombay. Ghulam Hasan Khan, 
Duffadar, and Jafar Kuli Khan, Mir Panja have %een sent 
with the cavalry regiments of Kurrachi Diggir te Kirman, 
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Twenty thousand troops, well equipped and appointed, have 
been sent to Azibia and Karibia, and the Nawab Ahsan-us- 
Sultanat, with a force of 30,000 men, 40 guns and other muni¬ 
tions, has been detached in the direction of Kutch and the 
northern piovinces of Sindh. These forces have been thus 
distributed that they may conquer the provinces of Afghanistan 
and then move onwards. The Chief Sultan Ahmad Khan, 
Shah Dowlat Khan, Sultan Ali Khan, and Muhammad Alam 
Khan have been appointed to join in the conquest of India in 
posts subordinate to the above officers It is fully to be 
expected, from God’s blessing, that they will be victorious, and 
that they will not leave the English any resting place this side 
of London. Accordingly, now is the time for all the people of 
that country, all the tiibes of Afghanistan, and the inhabitants 
of India who believe in the Kuian, and walk in the precepts of 
God’s prophet, to join openly in the religious war of extermi¬ 
nation, to stand by their faith, and to hold out the hand of 
support to their brother Mahomedans, for by doing so they 
will reap advantages both temporal and eternal. It is incum¬ 
bent on all Mussulmans to assist with zeal and energy in this 
matter. Moreover, let it be known to all the tribes of Afgha¬ 
nistan and India, that it is no intention of the King of Persia 
to conquer and annex Afghanistan as a dependency; but that, 
on the contrary, his real desiie is that Kandahar should be 
subject to the Chiefs Rahimdil Khan and Kohundil Khan; 
Cabul to the Amir Dost Muhammad Khan; and India to the 
house of Taimur, It is incumbent on the Amir personally to 
adopt the counsels of his relations and assist the Mahomedans, 
and to expel from his heart the avarice of getting a lakh of 
rupees a month, according to the tradition that it is a saying of 
the prophet, that he who will assist a member of the faith will 
receive a good reward for doing so. Hitnerto previous to the 
publication of this notice Amir Dost Muhammad Khan used 
always to say that if the armies.,of Persia should go against a 
people of a different religion, he would join them with aimies 
and money. It is manifest that now the time he used to speak 
of has arrived, so let the Amir exert every energy in his power 
to kill the enemies of the Mahomedans, for no blessing can be 
greater than the opportunity to do so. It he is killed he will be 
venerated as a martyr, if he lives he will be called a defender 
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of tJie faith. In every point of view a religious war of externw- 
nation is a meritorious undei taking. But, (and God forbid it 
should be so) if the Amir act in a different way, he will to a 
certainty be called a Christian, and the wrath of God will 
shortly fall on him. The King of Persia has sent also the 
tollowing letter to the Amir Dost Muhammad Khan. “Oh ! 
Arnii ! have you joined the English, and become a renegade 
from your faith ! I, as a Mussulman, counsel you to separate 
yourself from this people, and to join me and contrive means 
for their ruination. Know, moreover, th.ii all the Mussulmans 
complain that the Amir, by joining the English, has brought 
disgrace on the true religion. If avarice is the cause of your 
condirct lake twice the amount of gold from me. And have 
you not heard what breaches of treata^s and eng.agements this 
race have practised with tire princes and chiefs of Hindustan ?’ 
The Amir evinced much respect for this letter, and resolved on 
corning in this direction himself accompanied by the Chief of 
Swat The King of Persia has entered Herat, and the troops 
at Kandhar have totrdly cut up the English, who had gone 
forward in advance.” 


No 10 

Extract from the Newspaper in Urdu called the 
“Authentic News,’* No. V, Vol IV, dated 3rd 

August 1857 

.Arrival of the Persi \n Army—A friertd of mine posses¬ 
sing great judgment, and speaking the Persian tongue, who 
has recently arrived, states that the Persian forces, which 
had for a considerable length of time beerr lying at Farrah 
near Heart under the command of Sultan Jan Khan, son of 
Kohundil Khan, have now, with the permission of the 
King of Persia moved on to Kandahar. Hearing this, the 
son of Amir Dost Muhammad Khan met them with two or 
three thousand effective and disciplined soldiers. The battle 
lasted full six days, and some hundreds were killed and 
wounded on both sides. Eventually the Amir’s son fled from 
the field and took refuge in the fort, when the Persian Troops 
completely invested Kandahar, and have almost cut off 
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supplies of water and food. The Amir’s son has therefore 
applied for some reinforcements from Gabul, which it is said 
the Amir Dost Muhammad Khan will send very shortly; 
it is said also that the Amir has sent a letter full of entreaty 
and supplication to the King of Persia, saying that he is as 
any other of the King’s subjects or servants, that he has no 
desire to have any thing to do with helping the English, and 
urging the King certainly to advance his troops towards India, 
promising tiiat he will not hold back in any thing lie may 
be able to do in the way of furnishing supplies or assisting 
with forces. It was reported also that the Amir will send 
the King of Persia some money and presents of valuable r.irities. 
The Prince Muhammad Yusuf, Chief of Herat, is in the habit 
of communicating to the King of Persia all matters of intelli 
gence connected with Hindustan and the {)erfidious English. 
The King of Persia has great confidence in this prince, .ind 
occassionally adopts some of his suggestions and ideas. 


No 11 

Extract from an Editorial article in the News¬ 
paper in Urdu called the “Authentic News,” 

No. VI, Vol. IV, dated 10th August 1857 

Craftiness of the King of Persia —With reference to the 
fact that the King of Persia, after several fights with the 
accursed unbelieving English, sent proposals for peace through 
Farrukh Khan, I saw through it from the first, that it was 
not without an object As a poet says, “The civilities of a 
censor are not disinterested” and I felt convinced that there 
was some concealed craftiness in the proposals. I now feel I 
have reason to compliment myself on my penetration, for I 
now learn from a trustworthy slayer of the accursed infidels 
that the real object of the Persians was that they might 
continue in occupation of Herat, and the English retire from 
Abushahr. Accordingly, the event has been as was expected. 
In observance of the treaty of peace between the two powers 
the English completely evacuated Abushahr; but when this 
was done, the King of Persia would not give up 
Herat. At this, the English are very much ashamed and 
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vexed, and say that they will bring the Persians to a proper 
understanding for this This, however, is only an idle thre«jt; 
we should reflect, when they had some power, much or little 
as it may have been, what were they able to do then that 
they would do over again now? The same person states 
also that the Persians, considering the present opportunity one 
which should not be lost, have advanced on this side of 
Kandahar, in force to the extent of 50,000 men; that the 
Amir Dost Muhammad Khan is, to all appearances still 
keeping up his friendship with the cursed infidels; but that 
secretly he is using all, means of instigatiott and persuasion 
with the Persians, and that it is in consequence of this that 
the Peisian army, some officers of which are from amongst the 
nobles of Cabul, is steadily advancing towards India Conti¬ 
nuing to he,ir such news as the above, the Ghiistians are be¬ 
coming more alarmed, and admit that the downfall of the 
Company has now certainly come. 


No. 12 

Extract from the Newspaper called the Delhi 
“Urdu News” No XXXIV, Vol. XIX, 
dated 23rd August 1857 

News op thp: Persian Army —Some people coming from 
the direction of Peshawar and the Punjab, state that the 
Persian army has reached Attock Although I do not fully 
believe this myself, I have published it as hearsay gossip, for 
the thing is possible, and not by any means so unlikely, that 
it should at once be considered and pronounced false. But 
nevertheless it must be admitted that from the way in which 
people just now talk, no intelligence can be relied on or be¬ 
lieved, Under these circumstances, when inserting news, it is 
right to avoid observations and speculations in reference to it. 


No. 13 

Extract from the Newspaper in the Urdu language 
called the **Authentic News,” No. VIII, Vol. IV, 
dated 24th August 1857 

Near approach of the Persian Army— The Editdr of the 
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** Triumphant JVews"* says, he has heard from some people 
coming from the direction of Peshawar that the Persian army 
has fought its way up to Attock. The Editor does not believe 
this, but for several reasons it appears to me deserving of 
credence. First, No man says anything unless he has some 
little grounds.— Secondly, there is a prophecy of the saint, the 
revered Shah Niamut-Ulla Moulavy, in verse, to the following 
effect : “After the fire-worshippers and Christians shall have 
held sway over the whole ol Hindustan for 100 years, and 
when injustice and oppression shall prevail in their govern¬ 
ment, an Arab prince will be born who will ride forth 
triumphantly to slay them ”— Thirdly, When the troops 
mutinied at Multan, some of the men stated, that their officers 
had for a long time been maintaining an interchange ol 
letters with the King of Persia.— Fourthly, A spy sent by the 
King of Persia, hearing that a friend of mine in the British 
dominions was a staunch zealot for Mahomedanism, met and 
told him that the King of Persia had definitely determined 
on coming to India. Thus then, whether h« come early or 
late, there is no doubt he will come. God only has prescience 
of the future. 


No. 14 

Extract from the Newspaper in Urdu, called the 
“Urdu News,»‘ No XXXVIl, Vol. XIX, 
dated 13th September 1857 

Local News — Persia —Some people now again say that the 
Persian army has come through the Bolan and Bibi Narri 
passes, and that the Amir Dost Muhammad Khan cheerfully 
gave them a free passage through his dominions; but according 
to the common Indian adage that “A Brahman believes in the 
promise of a feast only when he gets it,” the people of India 
will believe this matter only when they have some ocular proof; 
but from certain signs nevertheless we cannot help allowing 
credence to some extent. For whether the present intelligence 
be correct of false, we must believe that the Persian troops will 
come, whether by Bolan or Bombay or Sindh it does not 
matter. God only is all-powerful and omniscient. 
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No. 15 

Order under tbe official seal of Mirza Moghal, as 
Gommander-in*Ghief of the Army, dated 13th 
September 1857 

To—The Emblem of Valour, the Chief Police Officer of 
the City of Delhi. 

May you be protected. 


Intelligence has just been brought that the English intend 
making a general attack to-night, you are therefore directed 
to have it proclaimed by beat of drum throughout the city, 
that it is incumbent on all the inhabitants whether Hindu or 
Mahomedan, from a due regard to their faith, to assemble 
directly in the direction of the Cashmere Gate, bringing iron 
picks and shovels with them. Consider this order imperative. 


No. 16 

Gopy of an order from the King, without 
signature, cypher or seal, but the 
order was issued under his seal. 

No date. 

To—Our Son, the Illustrious and Valiant Mirza Zohur- 
ud-Din, otherwise Mirza Moghal Bahadur, No date. 

Learn 1 That when the troops, infantry and cavalry, 
first came to the royal presence, I told them personally, 
by world of mouth, that I had no treasures or property 
with which to assist them, but that I had no reluctance 
to stake my life if that could help them. They all ex¬ 
pressed themselves satisfied with this declaration on my 
part, and even pledged themselves to sacrifice their lives in 
subordination and obedience to my commands. On this, 
they were directed, as the first step, to make proper pro¬ 
visions for the magazine and treasure, so that they might 
afterwards be profitably used by them and me. After this, 
they took up their quarters in the Halls of Special and 
Public Audience, the Mahtab Garden, and other places, 
and behaved just as they pleased. In consideraMon of 
their ignorance, and from a regard to their comforts, the 
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servants of the state were prohibited from preventing them. 
In the next place, although no promise had been made 
in the matter, money was borrowed in order that daily 
allowances might be paid to every man of the cavalry 
and infantry. Repeated injunctions have been issued prohi¬ 
biting plunder and aggression in the city, but all to no 
purpose; for although ten days have now elapsed, the same 
evils are prevailing to the present time. Moreover, the regi¬ 
ments of infantry have certainly left the Halls of Special 
and Public Audience, but notwithstanding that they were 
imperatively ordered to encamp outside the city, and the 
men of the army, whether cavalry or infantry, were prohi¬ 
bited going about armed through the city, and oppressing 
the inhabitants, yet one regiment of infantry has taken 
up its quarters at the Delhi, another at the Lahore, and 
a third at the Ajmir Gate, within the walls of the city, 
and have thoroughly desolated several of the bazars. More¬ 
over, without reference to night or day, they enter and 
plunder the houses of the inhabitants on the false plea 
that they have concealed Europeans. They force locks and 
shop-doors and openly carry away the ptoperty from the 
shops, and they forcibly loose the horses of the cavalry 
and take them off. They commit these excesses in the 
face of the fact that all cities taken without military 
operations have ever been exempted from sack and slaug¬ 
hter. Even Jangiz Khan and Nadir Shah, kings execrated 
as tyrants, gave peace and protection to such cities as 
surrendered without resistance. Moreover, the men of the 
army go about threatening and intimidating the royal 

servants and the inhabitants of the city*.Again 

although repeated orders have been issued to the infantry¬ 
men occupying the royal farash-khana, and the regiment 
of cavalry staying in the garden to vacate these places, 
they have not yet done so. These are places which not 
even Nadir Shah nor Ahmad Shah nor any of the British 
Governor-Generals of India ever entered on horseback. 
The troops first requested that the princes royal might be 
appointed to the different commands in the army, promising 


* A short sentence here U illegible. 
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they would obey them. This was done. They next urged 
that it would afford them greater confidence, if dresse/of 
honour should be bestowed on the princes to give a 
character of stability to their appointments as commandants, 
and if all the (European) prisoners should be killed at once. 
This was also complied with : and the same day a noti¬ 
fication, under the special seal, was issued publicly, pro¬ 
claiming that courts of justice had been established in the 
city, and prohibiting acts of violence on the part of the 
soldiery. This even had no effect. Setting aside all these 
points, it may be lemarked that whenever the most disting¬ 
uished officers of the highest ranks in the service of the 
British Government visited the palace, they dismounted at 
the door of the Hall of Public Audience, and came from 
thence on foot. These soldiery, however, used, till recently, 
to come galloping up to the Hall of Special Audience on 
their horses, and as a last resort, both the gates were 
closed a wicket only being left open; but they still ride up to 
the Hall of Public Audience, and the Jalwa-khana, unsuitably 
dressed, and without their turbands, in utter disregard to 
the forms of respect due to royalty. The officers of the 
army too make a practice of coming into court carelessly 
dressed, wearing caps instead of turbands and carrying 
their swords Never during the British rule did any members 
of their profession behave in this way. Again, notwith¬ 
standing that they have themselves uselessly wasted the 
whole of the magazine stores, and the money that was in 
the treasury, they now clamorously demand allowances 
daily, and above all, daily take allow ances for more men 
than are present. Besides this, with oppression and violence 
they forcibly take away the wares of the shop-keepers in 
the city without paying for them, and commit, moreover, 

every variety of other excesses and aggressions imaginable. 
The state of things outside the city also demands notice. 

In consequence of no military troops going out to keep 
order, hundreds of people are being murdered, and the 
property of thousands is being plundered. As regards the 
civil administration of the country, in consequence of the 
insufficiency of the royal troops for the management of the 
whole of the provinces, revenue and police officers cannot be 
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established, and yet none of the military troops, whether 
cavalry or infantry, can be prevailed on to move out beyond 
the palace and city. Under these circumstances, it is matter 
for distressingly serious reflection how supplies are to be 
procured from the country, and how the revenues of the 
state are to be realized. Accord ingly, nothing but the 
total desolation of the city and country can be expected 
as the inevitable end of this state of matters. In addition 
to all that has been above noticed, the soldiery accusing 
the royal servants of entertaining views and feelings opposite 
to their own, subject them to indignities, and when they 
come to claim their daily allowances or ammunition enforce 
their demands with unbecoming assumption of authority, 
notwithstanding that the royal servants, in consequence of 
orders to them to that effect, use nothing but entreaty and 
every other means of conciliation, and yet the soldiery 
will not be satisfied. Under these circurnst.xnces, how is it 
to be believed that these people can have the welfare of 
the state at heart, or that they cherish any desire to yield 
subjection and obedience to the royal authority ? It is 
further to be considered, that there is no money in the 
royal treasury, and the city merchants having been plun¬ 
dered and ruined have no longer the ability to provide a 
loan. How then are the daily allowances to be paid for 
any length of time ? And when they shall, of necessity, 
have been discontinued, and the supplies from the country 
shall also have ceased, what will be the state of things 
then ? The most ridiculously singular part of the procee¬ 
dings of the soldiery is, that while they themselves commit 
these acts subversive of all rule, they lay the blame of the 
misrule on the royal servants. In short, when such is the 
return made by the soldiery, it is evident that they have 
no desire to act in any way to the advantage and benefit 
of the Government, and it is equally evident that the 
utter ruin of the sovereignty must ensue. Wearied and 
helpless, we have now resolved on making a vow to pass 
the remainder of out days in services acceptable to God, 
and relinquishing the title of sovereign fraught with cares 
and troubles, and in our present griefs and sorrows, assuming 
the garb of a religious mendicant, to proceed first and stay 
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at the shrine of the saint Khwaja Sahib, and, after makipg 
necessary arrangements for the journey, to go eventually 
to Mecca. It should be considered that when these troops 
came, the King’s servants or the residents of the city did 
not oppose them in any way, nor did they commit any 
act of hosMlity against them, and they are accordingly not 
liable to the forfeiture of life and property : for if as the 
representative of the feelings of the people, we had consi¬ 
dered the soldiery in the light of enemies, why should we 
have made common cause with them, and why should we 
have directly associated our offspring with them in their 
undertaking ? The tyranny and oppression now prevailing 
are a disgrace to our royal self, as tending to the belief 
that we, as sovereign, are a party to them, and that we 
approve of rapine and murder. It is worthy of consideration 
that when there is amity and good feelings between the King 
and populace on the one side and the army on the other, 
is it by acts like these that the soldiery mean to prove their 
good-will—acts which even an enemy or hostile force would 
not commit ? The more praiseworthly and prudent course 
for them would have been to protect and cherish the people, 
to study the approbation of the sovereign, and to preserve 
unanimity and fellowship with the servants of the state. It 
was the peace and quiet which would have resulted from 
this line of conduct that we had expected. You, our son, 
will now therefore send for all the officers of the cavalry 
and infantry, and explain to them that if they are really 
disposed to serve the state, they ought to execute a written 
agreement to that effect according to a form which will be 
furnished ; when, for their assurance and satisfaction, we 
also will give them a written document : and that they 
should take immediate steps to suppress the evil and unbe¬ 
coming acts and proceedings now prevailing : that the tents 
of the infantry regiments be this very day removed to the 
outside of the city : that every soldier of the army proved 
guilty of the murder and plunder of any 1-esident of the 
city be adequately punished, so that others may have no 
hope of impunity for such acts ; and that whenever 
royal orders directing the movements of regiments, '^whether 
singly or in numbers, with the view of their quelling dia- 
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turbances and keeping order in the country may be issued, 
they should march without murmur or grumbling, and should 
make no obstinate demands for provisions and ammunition 
beyond such as may be reasonable. Certainly, when authentic 
information of the near approach of the English army is 
received, both these regiments will be at liberty to return and 
then fight and engage in the operations of war as they may 
themselves arrange and deem expedient, and also determine 
what amount of forces should be severally kept in different 
places, and distribute the army accordingly. Then there will 
be a necessity for the troops being within the city; but there 
is none just now, seeing the country and city are being alike 
desolated, and none of the soldiery can be prevailed on to 
move from his quarters to make the least effort. You will 
further explain to them that if they are not disposed willingly 
and unanimously to acquiesce in the above views and wishes, 
desiring rest and quiet, we shall adopt the profession of a 
religious mendicant, and shall go to the shrine of the Khwaja 
Sahib. Let none of them say any thing to prevent this step, 
but let them quietly remain masters of the palace, the city and 
the country. For none of the kings of the old antiquity, nor 
of the warriors who came after them down to mordern times, 
ever subjected any one claiming shelter and quiet to oppres¬ 
sion and hardship, but freely allowed him his own way. 
You will get the army to embody their answer to the two 
alternatives presented herein for their selection in a petition 
which you are directed to have attested with the seals and 
signatures of the officers, and to forward to the royal presence. 
You are directed to consider this not as any light or trivial 
business, for in consequence of our advanced age and in¬ 
firmity we are not able to support the burden of such excessive 
anxiety. The government of a nation, and the control of an 
army are not to be treated with the same levity as child’s play. 


No. 17 

Copy of a royal order without signature, seal or 
cypher, probably an ofGlce copy 
dated 17th July 1857 

To—The Special Slave, Emblem of Valour, Siddhari 
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Singh, of the Mhow Force, and Sheikh Ghous Muhammad, 
Hira Singh and other Officers Commissioned and Non- 
Commissioned of the Force come from Neemuch. 

Consider yourselves receiving the royal favour, and know 
that your petition, dated 15th July 1857, reporting your arrival 
at Muttra, and applying for two siege guns with ammunition 
was perused by His Majesty. 

His Majesty’s written order is now sent to you, and you 
are directed to comply therewith and come to the royal 
presence. Be assured of my kindness. 


No 18 

Translations of copies of four documents as below :— 

1st —Copy of a petition from Muhammad Bakht Khan, 
purporting to enclose a missive for the ruler of Jurnmoo, that 
the King’s special seal might be affixed to it. 

2nd —Copy of the King’s order on the above petition. 

3rd —Copy of the missive to the Ruler of Jurnmoo which 
formed the enclosure to the above petition. 

4th —On the reverse, copy of an order to the officers of the 
army. 

There are notes on all these papers to the effect that copies had been 
taken^ and from this it would appear that at the time the originals were 
despatched, the office books must have been in arrears, and that these 
hastily written copies were taken, that when the books should be written 
up to date the copies in the books might be made from them. 

First —A petition from Muhammad Bakht Khan, purporting 
to enclose a missive for the ruler of Jurnmoo that the King’s 
special seal might be affixed to it. 

Dated 22nd August 1857. 

To—The King ! Shelter or the World ! 

(May his prosperity continue \) 

Your Majesty— I enclose a missive to the address of the 
ruler of Jurnmoo, and pray that it may be authenticated with 
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an impression from the special Seal in the cypher, and 
returned to me. Prayers for the prosperity of the reign. 
Petition of the special slave. Copy of seal upside down 
thus :— 

Muhammad Bakht Khan 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army 

Secondly —The King’s orders on the above petition. 

The Seal* on this petition has been affixed upside down. 
However this autograph order is written right. 

The special Seal engraved in the cypher has been affixed 
agreeably to your request to the missive which is now sent to 
you. 

Thirdly —The missive to the ruler of Jummoo, which 
formed the enclosure to the petition :— 

Dated 22nd August 1857 

To—The devotedly Faithful and Zealous Rajah Gulab 
Singh, Ruler of Jummoo. 

Consider yourself honoured and learn. That I have been 
made thoroughly acquainted by your petition, with all the 
particulars of the slaughter throughout your territory of the 
accursed unbelieving English. You are considered worthy of 
a hundred commendations. You have acted in this matter as 
all brave men ever acquit themselves. May you live and 
prosper ! Of the small number of infidels, who in jeopardy of 
their lives had betaken themselves to their entrenchments on 
the ridge, considering them a refuge and protection, many 
have been killed, and the very few holding on in their pre¬ 
carious existence are equally doomed to extermination, and 
will now very soon receive the punishment due to their iniqui¬ 
ties. The Bombay force, numerically above 60,000, has now 
safely reached Ajmir, having sought out and slaughtered all 
the accursed unbelievers about Bikanir, Jodhpur, Kotah, and 
Jaipur, and in the districts belonging to them, and will, it is 
reported, now reach the seat of government, Delhi, in a week 

* An accident of this kind in the matter of affixing a seal is by some natives 
considered ominous of failure which the King’s notice of the accident 
may have been supposed sufficient to avert. 
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or ten days. May God protect them from all evils ! Under 
these circumstances, you are directed not to take into account 
the difficulties to be expected from the present being the wet 
season of the year, but giving due respect to this order, 
immediately on receipt to use all diligence to come to the 
royal presence, bringing your tributary contributions of money 
with you, and to slay the accursed unbelieving English and 
all other enemies wherever you may find them on the way. 
Whatever may be your hopes and expectations, the dignity 
and elevation to which you will be promoted amongst your 
equals, will surpass all that you may be able to imagine, and 
you will further be rewarded and dignified with the title of 
Rajah. Consider yourself the object of our favour. 

Fourthly —Copy of an order to the officers of the army :— 

To—The Officers of the Regular Cavalry, Infantry and 
Artillery. 

When complete victory shall have been obtained, and the 
revenues of the conquered countries shall again, as heretofore, 
be paid into the treasury, the pay of the troops will be 
regulated according to the following scale :— 

Troopers of regular cavalry ... 20 rupees per mensem. 

Private in the regular infantry ... 10 rupees per mensem. 

Private in regular artillery ... Blank. 

Other troops— 

Trooper ... ... 14 rupees per mensem. 

Foot soldier ... ... 8 rupees per mensem. 

The monthly allowances of all others will be fixed by 
reference to their qualifications and exertions, and as the 
protection of the people is very much desired, all those who 
will oppress or ill-use them will receive due punishment. You 
are urged to trust in God’s blessing, and cherish full hopes of 
victory, and of the realization of the revenue, and, thus 
animated, to exert every energy for the welfare of the State, 
and with full confidence of success, to fight with courage and 
intrepidity. You are directed to act according to these 
orders. 

The Court at 2 P.M. adjourns till 11 A.M. |o-morrow 
morning, to enable the Prisoner to complete his defence. 
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Twentieth Day’s Proceedings 


Thursday, March 4th, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this day at 11 A.M., pursuant to 
adjournment of yesterday. The President, Members, Inter¬ 
preter and Deputy Judge Advocate-General are all present. 

The Prisoner, attended by his attorney Ghulam Abbas, is 
brought into Court. 

The Prisoner now delivers to the Court his defence, 
written in Hindustani, which is now read in original by the 
Interpreter. 

The Court, at ^ past 12 o’clock, adjourns till 11 A.M. on 
Tuesday, the 9th instant, to enable the Interpreter to translate 
the defence, and the Judge Advocate to reply to it, and sum 
up the evidence. 
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Twenty-First Day’s Proceedings 


Tuesday, March 9th, 1858 

The Court re-assembled this morning and 11 A.M. in the 
Hall of Special Audience in the Palace at Delhi, pursuant to 
adjournment of the 4th instant. 

The President, Members, Interpreter and Deputy Judge 
Advocate-General are all present. 

The Prisoner, attended by his attorney Ghulam Abbas, is 
brought into Court. 

The Judge Advocate now reads the translation of the 
Prisoner’s defence, which is entered as follows :— 

Translation of the written defence put in by 
Bahadur Shah, Ex-King of Delhi 

The real facts are as follows. I had had no intelligence on 
the subject previously to the. day of the outbreak. About 
8 o’clock A.M., the mutinous troopers suddenly arrived and 
set up a noisy clamour under the palace windows, saying 
they had come from Meerut after killing all the English 
there; and stating, as their reason for having done so, that 
they had been required to bite with their teeth, cartridges 
greased with the fat of oxen and swine, in open violation 
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of tlie caste of both Hindus and Mussulmans. When I hea/d 
this, I immediately, had the gates under the palace windows 
closed, and sent intelligence to the Commandant of the 
Palace Guards. On receiving the message, he came perso¬ 
nally, and wishing to go out where the troopers were 
collected, requested that the gate might be opened. I kept 
him from his purpose, however, and when I would not allow 
the gate to be opened, he walked up to the balustrade and 
said something to the troopers, who then went away. After 
this, the Commandant of the Palace Guards left me, saying 
he would make arrangements immediately to put down the 
disturbance. Very shortly after, Mr. Fraser sent a message 
for two guns, and the Commandant another for two palan¬ 
quins, saying that two ladies were staying with him, and 
requesting that I would have them taken to and concealed 
in my private female apartments. I sent the palanquins 
immediatly, and gave orders at the same time that the guns 
should also be taken. Very soon after this, I heard that 
before the palanquins could reach them, Mr. Fraser, the 
Commandant of the Palace Guards, and the ladies had all 
been killed. Not long after this the mutinous soldiery 
rushed into the Hall of Special Audience, crowding into the 
court-yard, the Hall of Special Audience itself, and the Hall 
of Devotion; surrounding me completely and placing ser,tries 
on all sides. I asked them what their object was, and 
begged of them to go away. In reply they told me to 
remain a quiet spectator, saying that they had staked their 
lives, and would now do all that might be in their power. 

Fearing that I should be killed, I kept quiet and went to my 
own private apartments. Near evening, these traitors brought 
as prisoners some European men and women whom they 
had found in the Magazine, and resolved on killing them. 
I had recourse to persuasion, and succeeded in getting their 
lives spared for the time. The mutinous soldiers, however, kept 
them prisoners in their own custody. Subsequently, on two 
occasions, they again determined on killing these Europeans, 
when I again restrained them from their purpose by entreaty 
ftnd persuasion, apd saved the livps pf thp prisoners. How¬ 
ever on this last occasion, though I ngain did alh' in my 
power to reason with the rebellious soldiery they would 
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not heed me, and carried out their purpose of slaying these 
poor people. I gave no orders for this slaughter. Mirza 
Moghal, Mirza Khair Sultan, Mirza Abulbakr, and Basant, 
one of rny own personal attendants, who had leagued with 
the soldier, may have made use of my name; but I have 
no knowledge that they did; nor do I know that my own 
armed retainers, acting independently of my orders, joined 
in the slaughter. If they did so, they may have been urged 
on to it by Mirza Moghal. Even after the massacre, no 
one gave me any information regarding it. In reference 
to what some of the witnesses have said in evidence re¬ 
garding my servants having joined in killing Mr. Fraser 
and the Commandant of the Palace Guards, I make the 
same answer, viz., that I gave them no orders. That if 
they did so they did it of their own free will. I had no 
knowledge of it, and this matter also was not communi¬ 
cated to me. I sweat by God, who is my witness, that I 
did not give orders for the death of Mr. Fraser or of any 
other European. Mukund Lai and other witnesses in saying 
that I did, have spoken falsely. Tliat Mirza Moghal and 
Mirza Khair Sultan may have given orders would not be 
strange,' for they had leagued with the i evoked soldiery. 
After these occurrences, the rebellious troops brought Mirza 
Moghal, Mirza Khair Sultan, and Abulbakr, and said 
they wished to have them as their officers. In the first 
instance, I rejected their request; but when the soldiery 
persisted, and Mirza Moghal in anger went off to his 
mother^s house, from dread of the soldiers I kept quiet 
in the matter, and then by mutual consent on both sides, 
Mirza Moghal was appointed to be Commander-in-Chief 
of the army. As regards the orders under my seal, and 
under my signature, the real state of the case is, that from 
the day the soldiery came and killed the European Officers, 
and made me a prisoner, I jemained in their power as 
such. All papers they thought fit, they caused to be 
prepared, and, bringing them to me, compelled me to affix 
my seal. Some times they brought the rough drafts of 
orders, and had fair copies of them made by my secretary. 
At other times they brought the original letters intended 
for despatch, and'left copies of them in the office. Hence 
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several rough drafts in diversity of hands have been filed 
in the proceedings. Frequently they had the seal impressed 
on the outside of empty unaddressed envelopes. There is 
no knowing what papers they sent in these or to whom they 
sent them. There is a petition in the proceedings without 
an address from Mukund Lai to some unknown party, in 
which a list is given of the number of orders issued on that 
date. In this catalogue it is distinctly specified that so many 
orders were written under the direction of so and so; so 
many others under that of such a one; and soon; but not 
one is ascribed to me. Accordingly, this also proves, that 
whoever wished, had orders written as he chose, without my 
authority, not even acquainting me with their purport, while 
I and my secretary being in jeopardy of our lives, could not 
dare to say any thing in the matter. It was Just the same case 
as regards the petitions bearing orders in my own writing. 
Whenever the soldiers or Mirza Moghal, or Mirza Khair 
Sultan, or Abulbakr, brought a petition, they invariably came 
accompanied by the officers of the army, and brought the 
order they desired, written on a separate price of paper, and 
compelled me to transcribe in with my own hand on the 
petition. Matters went on so far in this way that they used 
to say, so that I might hear them, that those who would not 
attend to their wishes would be made to repent their conduct 
and for fear of them I could say nothing. Moreover, they used 
to accuse my servants of sending letters to and of keeping in 
league with the English, more particularly the physician 
Ahsan Ulla Khan, Mahbub Ali Khan, and the queen Zinat 
Mahall, whom they said they would kill for doing so. Thus 
one day, they did actually plunder the physician’s house, 
and made him a prisoner, intending to kill him; but refrained 
from their purpose only after much entreaty and supplication, 
keeping him a prisoner, however still. After this, they placed 
others of my servants in arrest, for instance Shamshir-ud- 
dowlat, the father of the queen Zinat Mahall. They even 
declared they would depose me, and make Mirza Moghal 
king. It is a matter for patient and just consideration then, 
what power in any way did I possess, or what reason had I to 
be satisfied with them ? The officers of the army went even 
so far as to require that I should make over the queen Zinat 
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Mahall to them that they might keep her a prisoner, saying 
she maintained friendly relations with the English. Now, if I 
was in the full exercise of power and authority, should I have 
permitted the physician Ahsan Ulla Khan’s and Mahbub Ali 
Khan’s imprisonment; and should I havn allowed the 
physician’s house to be plundered ? The mutinous soldiery 
had established a court in which all matters were deliberated 
on, and such measures as, after deliberation, were sanctioned 
by this council, they adopted; but I never took any part in 
their conferences. Thus, without my knowledge or orders, 
they plundered, not only many individuals, but several entire 
streets, plundering, robbing, killing and imprisoning all they 
chose; and forcibly extorting whatever sums of money they 
thought fit from the merchants and other lespectable residents 
of the city, and appropriating such exactions to their own 
private purposes. All that has been done, was done by that 
rebellious army. I was in their power, what could I do ? They 
came suddenly, and made me a prisoner I was helpless, and 
constrained by my fears, I did whatever they required, other¬ 
wise they would immediately have killed me. This is uni¬ 
versally known. I found myself in such a predicament that I 
was weary of my life, while my officials had no hopes of theirs 
being spared. In this state of things, I resolved to accept pove¬ 
rty, and adopted the garb, colored with red earth, of a religious 
mendicant, intending to go first to the shrine of the Kutb 
Sahib, thence to Ajmir, and from Ajmir eventually to Mecca; 
but the army would not allow me; it was the soldiery who 
plundered the Government magazine and treasury, and did 
what they pleased. I took nothing from them, not did they 
bring any of the plunder to me. They, one day, went to the 
house of the queen Zinat Mahall, intending to plunder it, but 
did not succeed in breaking open the door. It should accor¬ 
dingly be considered if they were subservient to my authority, 
or had I been in league with them,,how would these things have 
occurred ? In addition to all this, it is worthy of consideration 
that no person demands the wife of the poorest man, saying 
“Give her to me, I will make her a prisoner”. As regards 
the Abyssinian, Kambar, he obtained leave from me to go on 
a pilgrimage to Mecca. I did not send him to Persia, nor did 
I send any letters by him to the Persian King. Some one has 
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falsely circulated this story : Muhammad Durweshe^s petition 
is no document of mine that it should be trusted : if any 
enemy of mine or of the Mian Hasan Askari has sent this 
petition, it ought not to be relied on. As regards the behaviour 
of that rebellious army it may be stated that they never saluted 
me even, nor showed me any other mark of respect. They used 
to walk into the Hall of Special Audience and the Hall of 
Devotion with their shoes on. What confidence could I place 
in troops who had murdered their own masters ? In the same 
way that they murdered them, they made me a prisoner, and 
tyrannized over me, keeping me on in order to make use of 
my name as a sanction for their acts. Seeing that these troops 
killed their own officers, men of high authority and power, 
how was I without an army, without treasure, without stores 
of ammunition, without artillery, to have resisted them, or 
make arrangements against them ? But I never gave them 
aid in any shape. When the mutinous troopers first arrived, 
the gateway under the palace windows being in my power, 1 
had it closed. I sent for the Commandant of the Palace 
Guards, and acquainted him with what had happened, and 
prevented his going amongst the mutineers. I also immedia¬ 
tely sent two palanquins for the ladies, and two guns for the 
protection of the palace gate, on the several requisitions of the 
Commandant of the Palace Guards and the Agent to the 
Lieutenant-Governor. Moreover, I dispatched a letter the 
same night by camel express to His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Agra, acquainting him with the calamitous 
occurrences which had happened here. So long as 1 had power, 
I did all that I was able. I did not go out in procession of my 
own free will. I was in the power of the soldiery; and they 
forcibly did what they pleased. The few servants I engaged, 
I engaged for the protection of my own life, in consequence 
of my fears of the revolted and rebellious troops. When these 
troops prepared to abscond, finding an opportunity, I got 
away secretly under the palace windows, and went and stayed 
in Humayun’s Mausoleum. From this place I was summoned 
with a guarantee that my life should be spared, and I at once 
placed myself under the protection of the Government. The 
mutinous troops wished to take me with them, but I ^ould not 
go. In all the above which I have caused to be written from 
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my own dictafion, there is not the smallest falsehood nor devia¬ 
tion from truth. God knows, and is my witness, that I have 
written only what is strictly true, and the whole of what I can 
remember. I told you with an oath, at the commencement, 
that I would write only the truth, without addition or defi¬ 
ciency; and so I have now done. 

Attested with autograph cypher. 

Postscript —With reference to the copy of an order to Mirza 
Moghal, complaining of the acts of the soldiery and explaining 
my tesolve, in consequence, to go to the shrine of the Khwaja 
Saliib and thence to Mecca, which has been filed in the pro¬ 
ceedings, I declare that I have no recollection of such an 
order having been issued. The order in question is in the 
Urdu tongue, contrary to the rule in my secretariat office, 
where all such papers werewiitten in Persian, and I accor¬ 
dingly do not know how and where it was prepared. It 
appears that seeing I was thoroughly wearied by the army, 
and that I had in consequence resolved on discarding the 
world, accepting poverty and going to Mecca, Mirza Moghal 
must have had it written in his office, and had my seal affixed 
to it. At all events, my displeasure against the army as well 
as my perfect helplessness is proved by the order in question 
also, which corroborates all that I have said above. As 
regards the other documents, besides the one just referred to, 
viz.i the copies of the missive to the address of Rajah Gulab 
Singh : Bakht Khan’s petition : my autograph order on it 
attested with my seal : and other papers which have been 
filed in the proceedings : I affirm that I have no recollection 
of them : but I have already stated that the officers of the 
army caused whatever orders they chose, to be written with¬ 
out my knowledge, and had them attested with my seal; and 
I feel convinced that these must be of the same kind; and 
that they must have compelled me to write with my hand the 
order they wished on Bakht Khan’s petition, in the same way 
that they did in the case of every other petition. 

Autograph cypher. 

The Judge Advocate-General then addressed the Court as 
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follows:— 

» 

Gentlemen, —It will be my object, in the present address, 
to collect the different facts which have been elicited in the 
course of these proceedings, and to furnish them to you as far 
as possible in the order in which they originally occurred. 
Our investigation has involved inquiry over a period of 
several months, when rebellion was rampant in this city : and 
I trust we have succeeded in tracing with considerable minu¬ 
teness, many of the different events as they evolved them¬ 
selves during the time to which 1 have referred Our labours 
indeed have not had this limit, or we should only have 
accomplished what might, I think, be termed the least impor¬ 
tant part of our duties. In immediate connection with the 
facts elicited are the charges on which the Prisoner has been 
arraigned : and, though his former rank and royalty will 
doubtless add somewhat of temporary importance to the 
verdict which you will this day be called upon to record, yet 
whether it be one of acquittal or conviction, it must, I 
imagine, prove light in the balance when weighed against 
those more monstrous points to which so much attention has 
been, and for a long time will still be, directed. I of course 
allude to the causes, either remote or immediate, which gave 
rise to a revolt unparalleled in the annals of history, either for 
the savagery which has been its distinctive feature, or for the 
suddenness with which elements, hitherto deemed utterly dis¬ 
cordant on the score of religion, have united themselves in a 
common crusade against a faith which, as regards the inhabi¬ 
tants of this country, whether Muhammadan or Hindu, was 
certainly a most unaggressive one, I fear, however, the 
subject is still but imperfectly elucidated; and I may perhaps 
be in error in attributing to a religious influence a movement 
which, after all, may prove to have been merely a political 
one,—a struggle of the natives for power and place, by the 
expulsion from the country of a people alien in religion, in 
blood, in colour, in habits, in feelings, and in every thing. 
Whatever the final opinion on this subject may be, the ques¬ 
tions, which as far as I am aware of have not as yet found a 
satisfactory solution, are, by what circumstances was this most 
atrocious revolt, with its series of massacres brought about : 
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and who were its prime original instigators ? I feel sure the 
members of this Court will join with me in deeming that 
our proceedings do not furnish a full and complete answer 
to such questions, and why do they not ?—I believe it is 
simply owing to the circumstance that any merely local investi¬ 
gation must be inadequate to collect evidence from the 
different quarters and sources, which are no doubt available 
elsewhere. We may still, however, hope that our efforts on 
this point have not been fruitless or unavailing;—if we cannot 
congratulate ourselves on an entire success, we may perhaps 
be allowed credit for a near approach to it. Few, I imagine, 
will peruse these voluminous proceedings without coming to 
the conclusion that intrigues and conspiracy have long been 
rife at this fostering Court of Delhi. Insignificant and contemp¬ 
tible as to any outward show of power, it would appear that 
this possessor of mere nominal royalty has ever been looked 
upon by Muhammadan fanaticism as the head and clumina- 
ting star of its faith. In him have still been centred the hopes 
and aspirations of millions. They have looked up to him as 
the source of honour, and, more than this, he has proved the 
rallying point not only to Muhammadans, but to thousands of 
others with whom it was supposed no bond of fanatical union 
could possibly be established. To throw the fullest light on a 
subject like this, is not the work of a day, or of a month; time, 
the great revealer of secrets, will doubtless sooner or later, lay 
bare the springs from which a stream of so much evil and 
misery has flowed; but, till then, we must be content with 
such views as our present investigation affords. That we have 
been able to unravel many of the secret working of the 
conspirators, will, I believe, be conceded :—but let me not 
anticipate. This is a point of our enquiry on which I purpose 
to offer some observations hereafter; but a concise narrative 
of events will perhaps best suit the commencement of this 
address. 

1 may state then, that 85 men, non-commissioned officers 
and (troopers of the 3rd Light Cavalry, who were tried by 
General Court-martial at Meerut in May last, for refusing 
their cartridges, had their sentence read to them and were 
ironed on the parade ground early on the morning of the 
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9th of May, and that the mutiny of the three native regiments 
at Meerut first openly developed itself at about | past 6 o’cldck 
on the evening of the 10th of May; during which interval of 
nearly 35 hours there were, of course, plenty of opportunities 
for interchange of communications between the native troops 
who first rebelled at Meerut, and those who joined them at 
this station To travel from one place to another by coach 
used ordinarily to take about five hours, and that the mutineers 
availed themselves of this facility of mutual intercourse, has, I 
think, been clearly established by the evidence of Captain 
Tytler. It appears from his statement, that a coach, full of 
these Meerut mutineers, came on Sunday evening to the lines 
of the 38th Native Infantry, doubtless to prepare the sepoys of 
this station for the arrival and suitable reception, on Monday 
morning, of their rebel comrades, and although we may not 
possess positive evidence to the fact, yet it may fairly be pre¬ 
sumed that Sunday evening was not the first occasion that 
these plotters of evil held their secret and sinister councils to¬ 
gether. Indeed we have it on record that, even before the 
Court, which tried the mutinous cavalry at Meerut, had come 
to any decision on their case, a compact had been entered into 
the effect that if the use of greased cartridges was persisted in, 
the troops at Meerut and Delhi would unite, and at once unfurl 
the standard of revolt : and so fully had this arrangement been 
perfected and agreed on, that it is related that the sepoy 
guards at the gate of the palace on Sunday evening, made no 
secret of their intentions, but spoke openly among themselves 
of what they expected to occur on the morrow. To under¬ 
stand the merits and demerits of the whole transaction, it 
must be recollected that, at the time when these resolutions 
were arrived at, there was not a single greased cartridge in the 
magazines of either of the three native regiments at Meerut, 
nor, as far as I have been informed, of those at Delhi either. 
It must be further borne in mind that the native soldiers them¬ 
selves were the persons who were perhaps the best informed 
on these points :—that the cartridges for practice had, from 
time immemorial, been manufactured in the regimental maga¬ 
zines by persons of their own colour, creed and religious pers¬ 
uasion :—that it was absolutely impossible to palm of£^n them 
a spurious article :—that the regimental khalassies, who were 
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employed, in making these cartridges, must have at once dis¬ 
covered their impurity, if such had really existed;—that, in 
fact, objectionable cartridges, (I mean such as would effect the 
religious prejudices of either Mussulman or Hindu), could 
not possibly have beejt made in their regimental magazines, 
as in such case the very men to be employed in their manufac¬ 
ture would have refused their work :—but more, than this, let 
it be remembered that the Muhammadan has no caste, that even 
the hybrid such as the Muhammadans of Central India has 
become half Mussulman and half Hindu, does not pretend to a 
loss of religion, even from touching pork. Who is there amongst 
us that has not and does not almost daily witness these Muha¬ 
mmadans, in the capacity of table servants, carrying plates and 
dishes which openly contain the very substance which, in 
reference to the cartridges, his been made the pretence and 
the stumbling block of their offence. Even if we were to admit 
that all the cartridges were thoroughly saturated with pig’s 
and with cow’s fat, still what real valid objection on the score 
of their religion could the Aluhammadan sepoys have had in using 
them ? Theii brothers and other relatives in the private 
service of officers never hesitate to handle or cook the dishes 
which they are required to bring to our tables. The objections 
of the Muhammadan sepoys on this head are so transparently 
false, that it can hardly be a matter of wonder that not one 
man of sense or respectability among them appears ever to have 
come forward to seek information or satisfy himself as to the 
truth or falsity of rumours so industriously circulated about 
these cartridges that were to be the means of depriving them 
of their faith. Some few—very few—honourable exceptions 
have certainly held aloof from, and openly repudiated the 
conduct of their brethren : but such men have wanted neither 
guarantees nor explanations in regard to a matter which was 
patent to all, but have come to their own conclusions on a 
subject where error had no abiding place and mistake is incre¬ 
dible. That neither Mussulman nor Hindu had any honest 
objection to the use of any of the cartridges at Meerut or at 
Delhi, is sufficiently proved by the eagerness with which they 
sought possession of them, and the alacrity with which they 
used them, when their aim and object was the murder of 
their European Officers, or when, united under the banners 
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of the Prisoner at your bar, they, for months, constantly went 
forth to fight against the power to which they owed fealty 
and allegiance. Among the very numerous petitions which 
have been brought under your notice during these proceedings, 
it may have struck the Court as very strange that there is 
not a sitigle one in which the slightest allusion is made to what 
the sepoys would have us believe to be their great arfd parti¬ 
cular grievance. We have had upwards of 180 petitions before 
the Court, written on all possible subjects—from the thinkering 
of a cooking-pot, to the recovery of a mule, or a crack in a 
horse’s hoof;—and each thought worthy of the sign manual of 
royalty—but in the free indulgence of such correspondence, 
when they evidently unburthened their minds to their adopted 
sovereign, and were certainly not restrained by any delicacy 
of language or of feeling, from venting their acerbity against 
their quondam European masters, we can find no trace of the 
original sin, no grease spot staining these oflfusions of disloyalty. 
How instructive is it that, among themselves, and when apply¬ 
ing to us such language as “damnable hell-doomed infidels,’^ 
they apparently forego the first specific effence, which they 
would have us believe has led them to mutiny and rebellion, 
and the perpetration of crimes at which humanity shudders ! 
When with each other, and, as they conceived, safe from the 
intrusion and enquiries of British officers, that insurmountable 
obstacle to their fidelity and allegiance, the greased cartridge, 
is apparently, altogether lost sight of. Not a whisfjer is heard 
of a grievance which, if a substantial one, must ever have been 
uppermost in the memories of all;—must have been continually 
rankling in their minds and embittering their thoughts;—must 
have influenced them in their blood-thirstiness;—and, to 
themselves, have been their only extenuation for crimes such 
as may well exclude them from mercy. What a contrast this 
to their speeches when uttered with a prospect of reaching 
European ears !—Greased cartridges are then always brought 
forward, the use of them forms the one continuous nightmare 
of the sepoy’s existence. Really, if we reflect seriously on 
this,—if we remember that in reality there was not a single 
greased cartridge among either of the three regiments which 
first broke out into mutiny, murdering, not only men,jJ)ut un- 
offending women and children, and that the sepoys were per-*’ 
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fectly aware of this;—when we call to mind that, even if greas¬ 
ed cartridges had existed, and the use of them been required 
at the hands of these miscreants, not one of the Muhammadans 
at any rate could possibly have been injured thereby in any 
caste prejudice, or placed even in temporary difficulty with 
regard to his religious tenets;—when to this we add, what is 
well-known to every one in India, whether Hindu, Muham¬ 
madan or European, viz , that the native soldier has but to ask 
for his discharge, and that, in time of peacf', it is at once 
granted to him, without enquiry or difficulty of any kind;—it 
seems beyond the bounds of reason to imagine tliat these men 
were drawn into acts of such revolting atrocity by any grie¬ 
vance either real or imagined. Let the chimeras, the dis¬ 
turbed dreams of fanaticism, of vvickedness, or uf folly have 
been what they may;—let the instigation to evil have been as 
industrious as possible;— and then allow that the sepoys to be 
worked upon, were as credulotis as the grossest ignorance 
could make them;—still, if the greased cartridge had been the 
only weapon the tamperers had to work with,—but the one 
envenomed shaft in their quiver—bow easy was the remedy 1 
It required no depth of knowledge, no philosopher to inform 
them, that they could at once escape from every possible per¬ 
plexity by simply applying for their discharge I know not, 
Gentlemen, what conclusion you may arrive at on this much 
vexed question, but, after pondering it in every way in which 
my reason has presented it to me, I am obliged to infer that 
something deeper and more powerful than the use of greased 
cartridges has been resorted to. 

The machinery that has set in motion such an amount of 
mutiny and murder, that has made its vibrations felt almost 
at one and the same moment from one end of India to the 
other, must have been prepared, if not with foreseeing 
wisdom, yet with awful craft, and most successful and 
commanding subtlety. We must recollect, too, in considering 
this subject, that in many of the places where the native 
troops have risen against their European officers, there was 
no pretext even in reference to cartridges at all Numbers 
of these mutinied, apparently, because they thought there was 
a favourable opportunity of doing so;—because they were a 
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hundred to one against those in authority, and fancied they 
might pillage, plunder and massacre not only with impurwty 
but with advantage. Is it possible that such fearful results as 
these could have at once developed themselves, had the native 
army previous to the cartridge question been in a sound and 
well effected state? Can any one imagine that,that rancorous 
wide-spread enmity, of which we have lately had such terrible 
proofs, has been the result of feelings suddenly and acci¬ 
dentally irritated ? Does it appear consistent with the natural 
order of events, that such intense malignity should start into 
existence on one single provocation ? Or can it be reconciled 
with the instincts, the traditions, or the idiosyncracies of the 
Hindus, that they should, recklessly, without inquiry, and 
without thought, desire to imbrue their hands in human blood, 
casting aside the pecuniary and other advantages that bound 
them to the cause of order and of the Government ? Or, 
more than this, can it be imagined that the three regiments at 
Meerut, even vvlien joined by those at Delhi, could have 
conceived an idea so daring as that of overthrowing, by them¬ 
selves, the British Government of India ? 

I think. Gentlemen everyone must allow that if we had no 
other evidence of a plot, no testimony indicative of a previous 
conspiracy, the very nature of the outbreak itself must have 
convinced us of the existence of one. In the moral, as in the 
physical world there must be cause and effect; and the horrible 
butcheries of the past year would remain an anomaly and a 
mystery for ever, could we trace them to nothing more occult 
and baneful than a cartridge of any kind. It will be observed, 
that this point of the cartridges, so openly and frequently 
insisted on, at Meerut and elsewhere, before the 10th of May, 
gradually becomes more and more indistinct, as the plot 
gathers strength and matures itself, and after furnishing the 
mutineers with their first war cry at Delhi, it seems to have 
answered its purpose, and thenceforward was allowed to sink 
into disuse and neglect. With little or no vitality at starting, 
it soon died a natural death, and was succeeded by a reality 
of purpose, and a fixedness of resolve, that would have been 
worthy of a better cause. If we review the actions and whole 
conduct of these mutineers, we shall soon see that, Ifrom the 
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Very commencement, ibey bear the impress of cunning and of 
secret combination. For instance, 85 of their comrades were 
ironed before them and sent off to jail in their presence on the 
morning of the 9th of May; but this occasioned no outbreak of 
fury. Not a sound or token of dissatisfaction escaped fiom the 
men, who, then and long before, must have had rebellion in 
tlieir hearts; no gesture indicative of sympathy with the culp¬ 
rits was exhibited by any; in fact, as far as appearances 
could be tiusted the infantry regiments at Meerut, and tire 
remaining portion of the 3rd Cavalry, were as obedient and 
hryal as ctnild possibly be desired; and this deception was 
successfully resorted to till their plans were matured artd the 
moment for open revolt had arrived. The niglit of the 9th of 
May, twelve hours after the imprisonment of the 3rd Cavalry 
mutineers had taken place, was as favourable an opportunity 
as the night following, for a march upon the nearest magazine; 
but there had not then been time for preparing the Delhi 
sepoys for a movement which the progress of events at Meerut 
had doubtless precipitated sooner than their first calculations 
h.ad led them to expect. Hence the necessity for communi¬ 
cating afresh with Delhi, and acquainting the sepoys there 
with the drama that was to be enacted on Monday the 11th. 
That such was done is established by the evidence of Captain 
Tytler; for it would be difficult to assign any other motive for 
a carriage full of sepoys coming over from Meerut on Sunday 
evening, and driving straight into the lines of the 38fh Native 
Infantry. 

Again, we can perceive in the very hour chosen for the out¬ 
break at Meerut the same evidence of cunning and of craft. 
The plan, too, of the Meerut cantonments gave considerable 
facilities for carrying out their plot. The native lines are so 
completely separated from that portion of the cantonments 
where the European troops residue, that the disturbance and 
uproar attendant even upon open mutiny could not be heard, 
or even known, from one to the other until specially com¬ 
municated. Officers may naturally have been too intent on 
quelling the rebellion of their men to think of officially report¬ 
ing it. Be this as it may, there would be some delay in 
turning out and supplying the Europeans with cartridges. 
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assembling their officers, and marching down a distance of pot 
less than two miles; so that taking one delay with another the 
mutineers might fairly calculate, considering it was an utter 
surprise to all, on 1| hours of safe and uninterrupted progress; 
and as the outbreak commenced at ^ past 6, this would have 
secured them darkness and comparative security for their 
further operations. This was what in effect actually took 
place. On the Europeans reaching the native lines, it was 
already dark; no sepoys were to be seen, and no one could tell 
whither they had gone. Subsequent enquiry revealed that, 
guided by the instinct of cunning, the rebels had not, at first, 
taken the direct or main road to Delhi, neither had they left 
Meerut in militar y formation, but as dusk had set in, had gone 
forth in parties of 5, 6 or 10 to their fixed place of assembly. 
This was judicious for their departure from Meerut, but would 
have been highly impolitic for their entry into Delhi, where 
there were no European troops to avoid. Something mote 
imposing and demonstrative was required here; and acc¬ 
ordingly we find them crossing the bridge simultaneously, 
massed in columns, and in complete military array, with a 
portion of the cavalry sent forward as a regular advanced 
guard. 

It is on this occasion that we first prove the mutineers in im¬ 
mediate connection with the Prisoner at your bar. The first 
point to which they turn—the first person to whom they add¬ 
ress themselves, is the titular majesty of Delhi. This circums¬ 
tance has much significance, and, at any rate, tends to show 
that previous concert existed between them. The Prisoner’s 
complicity, however, was, immediately after, openly to com¬ 
mence. Scarcely had the very serious nature of the outbreak 
had time to develop itself, than his own special servants,—in 
the very precincts of his palace,—and almost, as it were, 
before his own eyes, rush to imbrue their hands in the blood 
of every European they can meet with; and, when, we re¬ 
member that two of these were young and delicate women 
who would have given no offence;—whose sex and age might 
have tamed any heart less pitiless than those of the human 
demons who destroyed them;—we are able to retdize some 
slight portion of the horrible unnatural influences that appear 
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innate to Muhammadan treachery. How otherwise was it 
possible that education,—the pride of royal ancestry,—a life of 
tranquil ease and comparative refinement,—should not have 
exempted this old and grey-headed man from all connection 
with deeds which seem too barbarous for the very outcasts of 
humanity, or even for the untamed but less savage denizens of 
the jungle. 

We stop to enquire whether it has been proved in this 
Court, and will be repeated in after years, that the last king 
of the imperial house of Taimur was an accomplice in this 
villainy. The circumstances shall now be fairly stated. These 
murders were committed in the broad glare of day, before 
dozens of witnesses, and without the slighiest attempt at 
concealment. They were perpetrated, as has been already 
stated, by the Prisoner’s own retainers, and ^vilhin the limits 
of his palace, where, be it remembered even under the Com¬ 
pany's Government, his jurisdiction was paiamount. I shall 
not, however, attempt to infer that these muiclers must have 
been previously sanctioned by the Prisoner,—mere inference, on 
such a point cannot be accepted in a Court of Justice. I prefer 
to quote from the evidence. It is Ahsan Ulla Khan, the 
physician, who is speaking, and who says, that at the time 
referred to, he and Ghulam Abbas the attorney in Court, 
were with the King, when it was told them that the troopers 
had killed Mr. Fraser, and had gone up to Captain Douglas 
to kill him, and that this was instantly confirmed by the 
return of the palkee bearers, who told them that they had 
witnessed Mr. Fraser’s murder; that his body was in the 
gateway, and that the troopers had ascended to the upper 
building for the purpose of murdering those there. Why the 
witness suppresses all mention of the prominent part the 
King's own servants took in these massacres, can easily be 
imagined. In a subsequent part of his examination, he even 
asserts that he never heard that any of the King’s servants 
joined in these murders, nay more, that it was not generally 
known who committed them ! Such is the evasion of the King’s 
own physician, who doubtless was aware of the importance 
that would necessarily attach to this point. It was not 
generally known who committed these murders ! and, yet, at 
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this lapse of time, we have had no difficulty in tracing the 
individuals, and ascertaining their names. It was npt 
generally known that the King’s own servants were the 
murderers ! and yet we find this very circumstance promi¬ 
nently and specifically mentioned at the time in the native 
newspapers of the city. I need not, after this, recapitulate 
the evidence of all those who have clearly and satisfactorily 
proved that the King’s servants were the murderers; foi their 
testimony stands unshaken and unrefuted. It will amply 
suffice if I quote the statement of one of them, and which is 
as follows :—“At this Mr. Fraser remained below, trying to 
suppress the disturbance : and while thus engaged, I noticed 
that Haji lapidary cut him down with a tulwar, and, almost at 
the same instant, some of the King’" servants cut at him with 
swords till he was dead. One of Mr. Fraser’s murderers was an 
Abyssinian. After this, they made a rush to the upper apart¬ 
ments, when I immediately ran round by another door and 
closed the door at the top of the stairs I was engaged in 
shutting all the doors, when the crowd found entrance by the 
southern stair, and having forced one of the doors on that 
side, came and gave admission to the men who had assisted 
in murdering Mr. Fraser. These immediately rushed into the 
apartments where the gentlemen, viz , Captain Douglas, Mr. 
Hutchinson and Mr. Jennings, had retired, and attacking 
them with swords, at once murdered them and the two young 
ladies. On this I ran down the staircase. As I go to the 
bottom, I was laid hold of by one Mundoh, a bearer in the 
service of the King, who said, ‘Tell me where Captain 
Douglas is; you have concealed him’. He forced me upstairs 
with him, I said, ‘You have yourselves killed all the gentle¬ 
men already’; but on reaching the room where Captain 
Douglas was, I saw that he was not quite dead. Mundoh 
perceiving this also, hit him with a bludgeon on the forehead, 
and killed him immediately.” Having now established that the 
murderers of these ladies were the special servants of the 
Prisoner, it will be well to revert to the testimony of the 
physician, Ahsan Ulla Khan, and to ascertain from him the 
steps the Prisoner took on the murders being reported to him. 
The only order he gave on this occasion appears to have been 
to close the gates of his palace, and we naturally eliquire 
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whether this was for the purpose of preventing the escape of 
the murderers. The evidence distinctly proves that it was not. 
The physician being further interrogated, is obliged to confess 
that the Prisoner took no steps whatever, either to discover, 
to secure, or to punish the guilty, and attributes it to there 
being much confusion at the time; but if the King’s authority 
had actually been set aside, and by his own servants too, this 
would have been the most forcible of all reasons for imme¬ 
diately re-establishing it, by at once bringing the offenders to 
justice. That this was not done we have been already informed 
and we can only account for it on the supposition that these 
acts of the Prisoner’s servants, if not instigated by himself, 
had yet actually anticipated his wishes. We are thus perfectly 
prepared for what is to follow, viz , that no servant was ever 
dismissed and not the slightest investigation or enquoy was 
ever instituted; in fret, in the words of the question put to the 
witness, the King continued these murderers both in his pay 
and in employment, and this too, as we have seen, when the 
very newspapers of the day gave information against them ! 
After this, is it necessary to question whether he adopted these 
deeds as his own or not ? I need not quote what may be the 
law of the land on such a point, for there is a yet higher law 
which must acquit him or condemn him, the law of conscience 
and of sense; that law which every one who hears me can 
apply, and which carries with it a verdict more terrible than 
that which is pronounced in mere conformity to legal codes or 
military legislation : it is a law that does not depend upon 
local constitutions, upon human institutes, or religious creeds : 
it is a law fixed in the heart of man by his Maker; and can 
it now here be set aside ? 

Perhaps it may now be time to turn our attention to what 
was doing at the magazine, and to trace the further steps of 
the mutineers in that direction. Captain Forrest has told us 
that it was about 9 o’clock in the morning when the main 
body of the native troops from Meerut was passing over the 
bridge in military formation (that is, in sub-divisions of com¬ 
panies), with fixed bayonets and sloped arms, the cavalry 
being in front. It was actually in less than one hour after this 
that a Subadar of the 38th Native Infantry, who was comman- 
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ding the magazine guard outside the gate, informed them that 
the King of Delhi had sent a guard to take possession of the 
magazine, and to bring all the Europeans there up to Kis 
palace, and that if they did not consent to this, none of them 
were to be allowed to leave the magazine. Captain Forrest 
adds that he did not see the guard at this time, but that he 
saw the man who had brought this message, and he was well 
dressed Mussulman. Nor was this all, for shortly after the 
above, a native officer in the King’s service arrived with a 
stiong guard of the King’s own soldiers in their uniform, and 
lold the above-mentioned Subadar and the non-commissioned 
officers that he was sent down by the King to relieve them 
of duty. 

We thus see with what alertness and despatch this most 
important object, the seizure of tlie magazine, was attempted. 
Is it, however, to be believed that such was the ready, imme¬ 
diate, and, as it were, impulsive decision of the King, or of 
those who formed the Court ? To attribute to them any thing 
of this nature, would be to give tl'cm credit for a coolness of 
calculation, combined with a quickness of apprehension, such 
as pertains only to the more gifted of mankind. The scope 
and entire progress of the scheme speak loudly of a plan 
previously arranged, and of deliberations long matured by the 
counsels of many. Indeed, it is difficult to conceive that any 
one, not previously initiated in the secret, could, on the 
moment, so promptly and so effectually have entered upon 
and adopted the details necessary for carrying it out. You 
will recollect the extreme importance of the decision, the 
magnitude of the interests at stake. You will call to mind the 
cogent reasons and the numerous arguments, that would 
naturally array themselves against adopting so headlong and 
precipitate a measure. It was, in fact, an invitation to a King 
to league himself with ruffians and with cut-throats. Any 
inducement or prospective advantage that they could hold out 
to him was faint and almost imperceptible, compared with the 
open risk which he was to encounter. By embarking in so 
forlorn a cause, he imperilled every thing; his own life, and 
those of all belonging to him, and for what ? The distant 
glimmer of a crown, which common reason, or th% slightest 
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Consideration, would have convinced him was mere ignis 
fatuus —a mockery of a sceptre, that would evade his grasp. 
Are we to imagine that it was under such circumstances that 
this weak and tremulous old man seized and improved his 
occasion, and with all the rapid instinct of determination, 
directed his own troops upon the magazine, to establish him¬ 
self there as the one point of primary and most vital impor¬ 
tance : and this too in the first moment of a surprise when 
nothing but riot and disorder reigned supreme ? Or are we 
to suppose that there was a secret and a deeper knowledge 
of what the other portions of the army were already ripe for, 
and that the five or six regiments to commence with, were 
but the instalments of those that were to follow ? Or, if such 
previous understanding and collusion did not exist either 
with the King or any of those immediately about him, are we 
to attribute to superstition and the pretended revelation of 
dreams, circumstances which scarcely admit of satisfactory 
solution by any more sober process ? We have all heard, in 
this Court, of the vision of a hurricane that was to atise from 
the West with a great flood of water devastatitig the whole 
country, but bearing up on its surges this descendant of 
ancient royalty, and that this vision, as interpreted by Hassan 
Askari the priest, signified annihilation to the English infidels 
by the power of the King of Persia, who was to restore 
sovereignty to the heirs of the throne of Hindustan. Was it a 
reliance upon this, that expedited the otherwise tardy move¬ 
ments of these Asiatics, and gave breadth and boldness to 
their decisions ? I am aware that under other circumstances, 
and in any but an Eastern land, such unmeaning flights of a 
bewildered imagination would be too trivial to dwell upon,— 
too unsubstantial for the gravity of comment; but here, in 
seriously considering the nature and progress of an extensive 
military revolt, they obtrude themselves on the mind, as 
subjects capable of influencing for evil the destinies of 
thousands. 

These observations have been elicited by the marked and 
unusual energy displayed in making the magazine the point 
of instant attack. It seems to me that such cannot be accoun¬ 
ted for by conspiracy among the sepoys alone, for it was the 
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King’s own troops who were the first to seek possession, and 
the military and systematic way in which this was done, 
betrays the authority by which the orders were issued. There 
was no confusion here, no attempt at pillage : non-commissio¬ 
ned officers were appointed to the separate guards for the 
different gates of the magazine, while another guard superin¬ 
tended the labourers who were removing the stores that 
happened to be outside. How could such decision, such, instant 
transformation from chaos to system and to order have resulted, 
had not the King or some of his officials been entrusted with a 
sort of programme of events ? How, in fact, could the King’s 
troops have been in readiness and preparation for such work 
without warning of some kind ? 

If I have not succeeded in tracing to the King himself, a 
fore knowledge of the leading events that were to take place on 
Monday, the 11th of May, I trust it has been made obvious 
that the secret was in the possession of some influential inmates 
of the palace. The babbling garrulity of the prince Jawan 
Bakht sufficiently indicates this, for such is his joy at the anti¬ 
cipation of murdering the English, that he is unable to restrain 
his expressions of it. My chief object, however, has been to 
render clear what I believe to be the truth, viz-t that the cons¬ 
piracy, from the very commencement, was not confined to the 
sepoys, and did not even originate with them, but had its rami¬ 
fications throughout the palace and the city : and do not the 
murdeis which we have already adverted to, tend to corrobo¬ 
rate this fact ? We have evidence that the mutineers of the 
llth and 20th Regiments of Native Infantry, before the maga¬ 
zine was exploded, proceeded to attack and escalade it, and 
it is then for the first time that we find the King, through his 
troops, acting in open alliance with these traitors to their 
government. From that moment there is no further disguise, 
and no attempt at concealment. Fairly launched into the 
stream of sedition he is hurried onwards by the swollen flood 
which was not however to bear him, as he imagined, to the 
throne of Hindustan, but to leave him in its ebb a mere help¬ 
less wreck upon the sands. 

I would here pause for a second, to refer to Lieutenant 
Willoughby and to the brave men under him, who, lor so long 
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a lime, held, against unnumbered odds, the magazine entrusted 
to them. One liardly knows which to admire most, the pene¬ 
tration and sagacity which, at a glance, foresaw the possible 
necessity for its destruction, and made arrangements accor¬ 
dingly; or the undaunted resolution with which the final 
sacrifice was accomplished. To do justice to such heroism will 
be the pleasing duty of the historian. I can merely give it a 
passing notice, having to dilate on other matters more imme¬ 
diately connected with the proceedings before us. 

With the explosion of the magazine at Dellti, every hope of 
stemming the torrent of rebellion seems to have vanished; resis¬ 
tance had been there protracted to its utmost possible extent; 
the sacrifice was a final one; and thenceforward the European 
community if, in isolated spots, still preserving the appearance 
of Government authority, were left without one vestige of real 
power, so that it soon became a duty to the state and to 
themselves to save their lives by a timely retreat. Delhi was 
consequently abandoned to the miscreants who had in the 
short space of 24 hours stained themselves with crimes which 
can scarcely be equalled in all the catalogues, of by gone 
iniquity. It is now we find that the King coming personally 
forward as the chief actor in that great drama which had 
more than England and Europe for its spectators : the pro¬ 
gress of which was watched with such absorbing interest every¬ 
where by the antagonistic powers of civilization and of bar¬ 
barism. The evidence shows that on the afternoon of the 11th 
of May, the King, having entered the Hall of Special Audience, 
seated himself in a chair, when the soldiery—officers and all— 
came forward one by one and bowed their heads before him, 
asking him to place his hands on them. The king did so, and 
each then withdrew, saying whatever came into his mind. 
The witness, viz.^ Ghulam Abbas, the Prisoner’s attorney in 
Court, informs us that this ceremony of the King putting his 
hands on the heads of the soldiery was equivalent to accep¬ 
ting their allegiance and services; and he further states, that 
though he is not aware of any regular proclamation having 
been made in Delhi in reference to the King assuming the 
reins of government, yet that such may have been done with¬ 
out his hearing of it, but that on the very day of the outbreak 
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the King’s authority was established, and that night a royal 
salute was fired of about 21 guns. • 

These matters bring us to the charges against the Prisoner, 
and it may perhaps be as well now to consider them, not so 
much in regard to dates as the sequence in which they have 
been drawn up. The first charge against Muhammad 
Bahadur Shah, ^x-King of Delhi is : “For that he, being a 
pensioner of the British Government in India, did, at Delhi, at 
various times between the 10th of May and 1st of October 1857, 
encourage aid, and abet Muhammad Bakht Khan, Subadar 
of the Regiment of Artillery, and, drivers others, native com¬ 
missioned officers and soldiers unknown, of the East India 
Company’s Army, in the crimes of Mutiny and Rebellion 
against the State.” I am not going to weary the Court by 
repeating even a tenth part of the evidence which has been 
brought forward to establish these charges, but it is perhaps 
necessary to show that proof of them has been recorded. Mr. 
Saunders, Officiating Commissioner and Agent to the Lieute¬ 
nant-Governor, has explained under what circumstances the 
Prisoner became a pensioner of the British Government in 
India, VIZ , that his grandfather, Shah Alam, after having been 
kept in rigorous confinement by the Maharattas, on their defeat 
by the English in 1803, applied to the British Government for 
protection. This was accorded, and from that moment, the 
titular Kings of Delhi became pensioned subjects of the British. 
It will be seen, then, that, as far as this family is concerned, 
there was no wrong to be complained of, and nothing but 
benefits to be remembered. The Prisoner’s grandfather Shah 
Alam had not only lost his throne, but had this eyes put out, 
and been subjected to every species of indignity, and was still 
kept in most rigorous confinement, when the English, under 
Lord Lake, appeared as his deliverers, and with generous 
sympathy for his misfortunes, bestowed on him rank and 
pension which, continued to his successors, have maintained 
them in honour and in influence, till like the snake in the 
fable, they have turned their fangs upon those to whom they 
owed the very means of their existence. The evidence that 
connects the Pi isoner with Muhammad Bakht Khan, Subadar 
of the Artillery, and which of itself will be sufficienfto esta- 
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blish the charge, is a document from beginning to end in the 
Prisoner’s own handwriting:— 

To—The Especial Slave, the Lord Governor, Muhammad 
Bakht, Khan Bahadur. 

“Receive our favour, and understand that whilst the 
Neemuch Force have reached Alapur, its baggage is still here, 
and that you are therefore directed to take 200 troopers and 
5 or 7 companies of infantry, and have all the baggage alluded 
to, such as tents, etc., together with commissariat supplies, 
conveyed by the gharis to Alapur. You are further directed 
not to allow the infidels staying near the Edgah to advance. 
Be it known to you further, that if the army returns without 
victory, and divested of its appliances of war, the consequence 
must be disastrous. You have been premonished and you are 
to consider these orders stringent.*’ 

It is true there is no date to this communication, but the 
allusions in it leave no possible doubt as to its having been 
written within the period embraced by the terms of the first 
charge. 

Perhaps this will be the best place for the few observations 
I have to offer on the defence. The Prisoner, like every other 
that we have tried, has, according to his own showing, been 
the mere victim of circumstances; declares that he had no 
intelligence on the subject previous to the outbreak;—that the 
mutinous soldiery surrounded him completely and placed sent¬ 
ries on all sides;—and that, fearing for his life, he kept quiet, and 
went to his own private apartments;—that the mutinous soldiery 
kept the men, women and children prisoners;—that the twice 
saved their lives by entreaty and persuasion, and that the third 
time he did all in his power to save them, but that the rebellious 
soldiery would not heed him, and eventually carried out their 
purpose of slaying these poor people against his orders. Now 
the chief objection to all this i^, that it is not only unsupported 
by evidence, but is directly in the teeth of all the testimony, 
whether oral or written, and whether given by his own ser¬ 
vants or by others. The entire defence indeed is a mere 
tissue of denials of guilt; assertion of his not having been a 
free-agent; and an endeavour to put the onus of his misconduct 
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upon others. He cannot challenge the authenticity of the 
documents against him, or the evidence of his own handwriting, 
or his own seal; and his only expedient consists in assevering, 
that what he wrote was by compulsion, and that his seal was 
affixed in the same way. The only dilemma that he appears 
unable to extricate himself from, to his own satisfaction, in this 
way, is the going out to Humayun’s tomb, and coming in 
again. It was, of course, necessary to state that the last was 
by his own choice and free will; and this would scarcely have 
been possible had his going out been represented as compul¬ 
sory; for if the sepoys had forcibly taken him out, they would 
hardly allow him voluntarily to reiutn, so we are treated with 
the following curious account; —“When the revolted and 
rebellious troops prepared to abscond, finding an opportunity 
I got away secretly under the palace windows, and went and 
stayed in Humayun’s Mausoleum.” One would have thought 
that if he wished to separate himself from the rebellious troops, 
that his best plan would liave been to have stayed in Delhi, 
when they were preparing to abscond, instead of secretly plan¬ 
ning to go out with them. However, I do not mean to take 
the defence, paragraph by paragraph, and thus refute it. My 
best reply to it, I believe, will be by showing how fully and 
completely the charges have been proved, and to this task I 
now again address myself, and proceed to the consideration of 
the 2nd count, which is, if possible, still more fully established 
than the 1st, It runs as follows:—“For having, at Delhi, at 
various times between the 10th of May and 1st of October 1857, 
encouraged, aided and abetted Mirza Moghal, his own son, a 
subject of the British Government in India, and divers others 
unknown, inhabitants of Delhi and of the North-West Provin¬ 
ces of India, also subjects of the said British Government, to 
rebel and wage war against the State.” The documents and 
other evidence in support of this charge are so numerous that 
it would be tedious even to reckon them. The newspapers 
speak of the appointment of Mirza Moghal to the office of 
Commander-in-Chief; of his investiture with a dress of honour; 
and other matters relating thereto. The oral testimony is very 
strong on the same subject, while the discovered correspon¬ 
dence shows that Miiza Moghal, the son, was perhaj^Sj next 
to bis father, the leading chief of the rebels in Delhi. I shall 
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for form’s sake give a short extract from a petition of Moulavy 
Muhammad Zohur AH, Police Officer of Najaf Garh. It is as 
follows:— 

*‘To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

“RfiSPECrFULLY SuEWErH. —That the orders of the royal 
missive have been fully explained to all the Thakurs, Chow- 
daries, Kanungos and Patwaries of this township of Najaf Garh, 
and that the best arrangements have been established. Further, 
that, agreeably to your Majesty's injunctions, steps are being 
taken to collect horsemen and footmen, and it is explained to 
them, that their allowances will be paid from the revenue of 
this division of the district. Your slave's assurances, on this 
point, however, will not be believed, till some Ghazis, recently 
engaged, shall have arrived. As regards Nagli, Kakrowla, 
Dachaoo Kalian and other adjacent villages, your slave has to 
represent that, unrestrained by the dread of consequences, and 
bent on all sorts of excesses, the inhabitants have commenced 
plundering travellers.” 

This might, I think, be sufficiently conclusive as to the 
words of the charge in reference to aiding and in abetting 
rebellion, Mirza Moghal, his own son, and drivers other 
“unknown inhabitants of Delhi, and of the North-Western 
Provinces of India,” inasmuch as the petition from which I am 
quoting, bears the autograph order of the Prisoner referring it 
to his son Mirza Moghal, and directing him quickly to send a 
regiment of infantry with its officers to Najaf Garh, in accor¬ 
dance with the wishes, and for the purpose of aiding and 
abetting the petitioner’s schemes of raising horsemen and foot¬ 
men to fight against the English. But there is another petition 
which has not yet been submitted to the Court, having only 
lately come to hand, and which may appropriately be intro¬ 
duced here. It is from Amir Ali Khan, son of the Nawab of 
Khurajpura, and is dated 12th of July. It runs as follows*— 

To—The King ! Shelter of the World ! 

“Respectfully Sheweth, —That your petitioner has come 
to your royal court, at which Darius might have served as a 
door-keeper, having left hi» house animated by the ambition 
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to stake his life in your Majesty’s cause, and laments that he 
has lived to see the day when the accursed English have pregu- 
med to direct their cannon against you royal dwelling, the 
guardians of which are the angels of heaven. From the first 
dawn of the powers of discernment, your petitioner has been 
trained, like the lion, to conflicts and war, and has not like the 
fox been concerned for his life— 

^‘Leopards destroy their prey on the summits of moun¬ 
tains, 

“Crocodiles devour theirs on the banks of rivers. 

“Your petitioner submits that if his prayer is accepted, and 
the plans and stratagems necessary in this war are entrusted to 
his judgment, aided by your Majesty’s august auspices he will, 
in three days, totally exterminate these people with white 
skins and dark fortunes. It was necessary, and I have there¬ 
fore submitted it. (Prayers for the prosperity of the reign, and 
curses in bitter and filthy language against those who may 
wish it harm). Petition of the slave Amir Ali Khan, son of 
Nawab Dullail Khan, son of Nawab Najabat Khan, Chief of 
Khurajpura. 

Autograph order to the Kitig^ in Pencil/^ 

“Mirza Zohuruddin will make enquiries and will give the 
petitioner service.” 

The third charge is—“For that he, being a subject of the 
British Government in India, and not regarding the duty of 
his allegiance did, at Delhi, on the 11th May 1857, or there¬ 
abouts, as a false traitor against the State, proclaim and declare 
himself the reigning King and Sovereign of India, and did, 
then and there, traitorously seize and take unlawful possession 
of the city of Delhi; and did moreover, at various times bet¬ 
ween the 10th of May and 1st of October 1857, as such false 
traitor aforesaid, treasonably conspire, consult, and agree with 
Mirza Moghul, his own son, and with Muhammad Bakht Khan, 
Subadar of the Regiment of Artillery, and divers other false 
traitors unknown, to raise, levy, and make insurrection, rebel¬ 
lion and war, against the State; and further to fulfil and perfect 
his treasonable design of overthrowing and destroying the 
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British Government in India, did assemble armed forces at 
Delhi, and send them forth to fight and wage war against the 
said British Government.” 

That the Prisoner was a pensioned subject of the British 
Government in India has been already shown in treating of 
the first charge; and as the British Government neither 
deprived him nor any member of his family of any sovereignty 
whatever, but, on the contrary, relieving them from misery and 
oppression, bestowed on them largesses and pensions aggrega¬ 
ting many millions of pounds sterling, the duty of their alle¬ 
giance will, I think, be readily admitted; yet, as we have 
alreadyseen, this traitor rushes to seize the first possible opport¬ 
unity of overthrowing and destroying the government of his 
benefactors. On the afternoon of the very first day of the out¬ 
break, in the Hall of Special Audience, he receives the obei¬ 
sances of the revolted sepoys, and by laying his hands on their 
heads unites with them in a common brotherhood ol infamy. 
It is perhaps difficult to realize such a scene. An enfeebled 
tremulous old man striving with palsied hand to reach a sceptre 
far too powerful for his puny grasp, and while bent by age 
and infirmity; inducting a monarch’s garh, to give, as it were, 
a benison and a blessing to the cause of the foulest treacher 
and murder ! Dead to every feeling that falls honourably on the 
heart of man, this shrivelled impersonation of malignity must 
have formed no inapt centrepiece to the group of ruffians that 
surrounded him ! 

There are several witnesses who speak to the circumstance 
of the Prisoner having been proclaimed : It is variously stated 
as occurring on different days, and it is more than probable that 
such was actually the case One or two proclamations would 
hardly be sufficient to carry the information through all the 
suburbs of so large a city as Delhi The Prisoner's attorney 
allows that the King’s authority was established on the llth 
of May, and Gulab, messenger, being asked, “Was the King 
proclaimed as the reigning sovereign immediately after the 
outbreak ?” answered, “Yes, the proclamation was made by 
beat of drum on the very day of the outbreak, about 3 in the 
afternoon, to the effect that it was now the King’s Govern¬ 
ment;” while Chuni, Pedlar, another witness, declares that, 
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*‘On the 11th of May, about midnight, some 20 guns were 
fired in the palace. I heard the reports at my house, and next 
day, at about noon, a proclamation was made by beat of drum 
that the country had reverted to the possession of the I^ing.” 
The next paragraph in the charge is in reference to traitorously 
seizing and taking unlawful possesion of the city of Delhi; but 
this is a point that I need not quote evidence to establish. It 
is difficult to turn our eyes in any direction without having 
convincing proofs of it. The charge then goes on to assert 
that the Prisoner ‘Mid at various times, between the 10th of 
May and 1st of October 1857, treasonably conspire, consult, 
and agree with Mirza Moghal his son, and with Muhammad 
Bakht Khan, Subadar of the Regiment of Artillery, and divers 
other false traitors unknown to raise, levy, and make insurrec¬ 
tion and war against the State.” Mirza Moghal was publicly 
appointed Commander-in-Chief, and a special state procession 
in honour of his being so, took place a few days after the out¬ 
break. The witness who deposes to this is Chuni Lai, Pedlar; 
but he is unable to specify the exact date on which he witne¬ 
ssed it. Mirza MoghaPs authority after this seems to have 
been uncontrolled, at any rate in all matters immediately 
relating to the aimy, until Subadar Bakht Khan, of the Arti¬ 
llery, arrived, and was appointed both Lord Governor-General 
and Commander-in-Ghief The date of his arrival was the 
1st of July, and after that, some jealousy and clashing of 
authority between the two Commanders-in-Chief is observable, 
for, on the 17th of July, Mirza Moghal writes and informs his 
father, that on that day he had formed up the army and taken 
it outside the city to attack the English, when General Bakht 
Khan, interfered, and for a long time kept the whole force 
standing inactive, wanting to know by whose orders it had 
gone out, and, saving it was not to proceed without his permi¬ 
ssion, caused it to return. Mirza Moghal adds, “that having 
his orders reversed cannot but cause vexation to any officer 
high or low, and begs that definite instructions may be given 
as to whom the real authority over the army belongs.” There 
is no order on this letter, nor have we any intimation what 
decision was come to, but that some better arrangement 
was the consequence is evident, for, on the very next day, the 
18th of July, we find Mirza Moghal and General Bakht Khan 
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acting in concert, as the following letter from Mirza Moghal to 
his father will show. It is dated the I9th of July and runs as 
follows:— 

“Since yesterday the arrangements have been completed 
for carrying on active offensive operations both by night and 
day If aid could be afforded now from the direction of 
Alapur, with the divine blessing, and through the influence of 
your Majesty’s ever-during prestige, a final and decisive 
victory, it is to be expected, would soon be obtained. I there¬ 
fore pray that positive orders may be issued from the throne to 
the Bareilly General to afford the aid in question, that is, that 
he be directed to proceed with troops to Alapur, and to make 
an attack on the infidels from that direction, while your slave 
witli his division of the army makes another on this side, so 
that the two forces co-operating in the fight may in one or 
two clays consign all the damnable helldoomed infidels to hell, 
Moreover, it is to be expected that the force going to Alapur 
will cut off the enemies’ supplies. It was necessary and has 
therefore been submitted.” On this letter there is an auto¬ 
graph order of King to the following effect, “that Mirza 
Moghal will make whatever arrangements may be proper,” 
and also an after order apparently by Mirza Moghal—“That 
an order be written to the Bareilly General.” I think this is 
conclusive of the three conspiring, consulting and agreeing to¬ 
gether; but it may be as well to enter here two documents 
which have not as yet been submitted to the Court. One is a 
proclamation from General Muhammad Bakht Khan, dated 
12th of July, and is to the following effect. It has, I should 
observe, been extracted, from the Delhi Urdu News :—“Let it 
be generally known to the persons living in the city and the 
country, such as chiefs of freeholds, pensioners, landholders of 
rent free estates, &c., that if, from anxiety for their incomes, 
they have hitherto continued on the side of the English, and 
have in any way colluded with them by conveying intelligence 
or furnishing them with supplies, their having done so will not 
be considered inexcusable. It is accordingly, now proclaimed 
that all those who have been alluded to are to cherish full 
confidence that when final and complete victory shall have 
been obtained, provided their title deeds, former and recent. 
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shall on inspection be fully verified, they will have the prese^nt 
provisions in their favour continued to them, and that they will 
also receive compensation in full for the entire period during 
which their incomes may have been suspended, owing to the 
present disturbances; but if, after receiving knowledge of these 
orders, any person shall, notwithstanding, forward intelligence 
or furnish supplies, &c., to the English, he will be severely 
punished in the way Government may determine. The chief 
police officer of the city is, therefore, ordered to have the 
signatures of all chiefs of free-holds, of rent-ftee estates, and 
pensioners residing in his jurisdiction, written on the reverse 
of this notification to them in this matter, in acknowledgment 
of their having been duly informed, and then to send the 
notification immediately to His Excellency.” The other 
document is an order from the King, dated the 6th of Sep¬ 
tember 1857, and is addressed to the chief police officer of the 
city. It runs was follows :—“You are directed to have pro¬ 
claimed ihtoughout the city by beat of drum tliat this is a 
religious war, and is being prosecuted on account of the faith, 
and that it behoves all Hindu and Mussulman residents of the 
imperial city, or of the villages out in the country, as well as 
those natives of Hindustan who are arrayed against us on the 
ridge, or are anywhere employed on the side of the armies of 
the English, whether they be men of the eastern provinces, or 
Sikhs, or foreigners, oi natives of the Himalaya Hills, or Nepa¬ 
lese, to continue true to their faith and creeds, and to slay the 
English and their servants ; and you are directed to have it 
further proclaimed, that those who are now present with the 
English force or the ridge, whether they be people of Hin¬ 
dustan, or foreigners or Hillmen, or Sikhs, or whatever country 
they may be natives of, or whether they be Mahomedans, or 
Hindus born in Hindustan, they are not to entertain any fears 
or dread of the enemy. Whenever they come over to this side, 
kind provision will be made for them, and they will be allowed 
to continue in their own creed and religions. You are 
directed to have it proclaimed further, that all who will join 
in the attacks on the enemy, whether they be or be not 

servants, will be allowed to keep themselves whatever pro¬ 
perty they may take from the English in plunder, •nd that 

they will beside receive additional rewards from His Majesty, 
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and will be amply provided for.’* This paper, which I have 
just perused, is an office copy, and was found recently among 
other documents in the office of the King’s chief police 
station. It bears the seal of that officer, and is actually 
attested as a true copy by the signature of Bhao Singh, assis¬ 
tant to the King’s chief police officer. A more trustworthy 
and convincing document could hardly be laid before a 
Court. It seems to me fully to complete the proof of the third 
charge, and to render further quotation from the numerous 
other documents unnecessary. It also tends to establish the 
latter portion of the fourth charge. 

To this charge I will now turn my attention. It causes 
the Prisoner “of having, at Delhi, on the 16th of May 1857, or 
thereabouts, within the precincts of the palace at Delhi, 
feloniously caused and become accessory to the murder of 49 
persons, chiefly women and children of European and mixed 
European descent.” As far as the murder of these poor 
victims is concerned. I have nothing to allege; the facts have 
been detailed before the Court in all their horrid minuteness, 
and they are not such as to be easily forgotten. The cold¬ 
blooded hardened villainy that could revel in leading women 
and young children to the shambles, and this too without the 
miserable apology of imagined wrong, or to the mistaken zeal 
oi religious frenzy, is something so inhuman that the mind 
might well refuse to accept it as truth, did not all the force of 
concurrent ideas, of direct testimony, of circumstantial proof, 
and elsewhere repeated reactings of the same dreadful trage¬ 
dies, enforce it upon our convictions. It is not then such 
admitted facts as the above that I am here called upon to 
establish. They are unhappily but too prominently and pain¬ 
fully shaped forth to require further illustration. It remains, 
however, to show how deeply the Prisoner stands implicated 
in this revolting butchery, and whether, as averred in the 
indictment, he did “feloniously’cause and become accessory to 
the murder of these 49 persons.” I shall not, in so doing, 
attempt to avail myself of that law which makes all persons 
joining in insurrection and sedition individually responsible for 
every act of violence that may be committed by those with 
whom they stand leagued in illicit combination, even though 
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such acts may have been against their wishes or without their 
cognizance. I mean, however, separately to consider eaih 
fact connecting the Prisoner with the deaths of these women 
and children. I will revert to the evidence of their capture, 
the place of their imprisonment, the fearful privations to 
which they were subjected, and the more than cruel treat¬ 
ment which they experienced, from the commencement of 
their confinement, all of which were but too prophetic of the 
ultimate doom that awaited them. The first person whose 
testimony I shall have to quote is Ahsan Ulla Khan, the 
physician, when asked, “How was it that so many English 
women and children were brought to the palace and placed 
in confinement,” he replied—“The mutineers took them in 
and about the city, and having established their own quarters 
in the palace, they brought their prisoners in with them too.” 
Being further interrogated, he declares that the mutineers did 
not retain the custody of their prisoners, but, as each suc¬ 
cessive one was brought in, reported the circumstance to the 
Prisoner, and were told to take the Europeans to the kitchen, 
and keep them confined there. Being again questioned be 
asserts that the King himself appointed the kitchen as the 
place of their confinement, and observed, at the time, that it 
was a large capacious building, so that it appears that the 
Prisoner not only fixed upon the building himself as the place 
for herding indiscriminately together men, women and child¬ 
ren, but from its being in his own palace, and from his volun¬ 
teering a description of it, it is evident that he had some per¬ 
sonal knowledge of what it was like. He terms it a large 
capacious building, but these are not very definite terms, and 
when used in reference to different objects may relatively have 
widely different meanings. To obviate any misconception on 
such a point, I have, since Ahsan Ulla Khan gave this evi¬ 
dence, visited the place myself, and taken its measurement 9 
and description. The building is 40 feet long, 12 broad and 
about 10 high. It is old, dirty and dilapidated, and withopt 
the vestige of plaster; but it is worse than this, for it is darkt 
has no made flooring, no windows, and is entirely without the 
means of ventilation or of light. There is but one aperture to 
it, a miserable small wooden door; but I will now le|. Mrs. 
Aldwell, describe it in her own words :—“We were all con- 
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fined in one room, very dark, with only one door, and no 
windows or other opening. It was not fit for the residence of 
any human being, much less for the number of us that were 
there. We were very much crowded together, and in con¬ 
sequence of the sepoys, and every one who took a fancy to do 
so, coming and frightening the children, we were obliged 
frequently to close the one door that we had, which thus left 
us without light or air. The sepoys used to come with their 
muskets loaded and bayonets fixed, and ask us whether we 
would consent to become Mahomedans and also slaves, if the 
King granted us our lives; but the King’s special armed re¬ 
tainers, from whom the guard over us was always furnished, 
incited the sepoys to be content with nothing short of our lives, 
saying they should be cut up in small pieces, and given as 
food to the kites and crows. We were very indifferently fed, 
but on two occasions the King sent us better food.*' Such 
was the return made by this traitor for the millions of pounds 
sterling bestowed by the English on himself and on his family ! 
Having, as one of the witnesses has specifically stated, “abun¬ 
dance of room where these English women and children 
would have been safe in the apartments occupied by the 
females of his own establishment,” where, it is said, “there are 
secret recesses in which 500 people might be concealed, and 
where, even had the rebels dared to violate the sanctity of the 
Zenana, all search would have been fruitless,”—and there 
being, according to another witness, no scarcity of vacant 
buildings in the palace in which the ladies and children could 
have been kept in confinement, and in which they might have 
had every comfort—this minion of English generosity preferred 
to select for them the very den set apart for culprits and for 
felons, and where they even received far worse than a felon^s 
treatment, for they were crowded into a small space, and 
were daily exposed to the insults and cruelty of all who chose 
to molest them. Such was the requital to the English for a 
princely pension and an imperial palace ! It will be observed 
from the statements of Ahsan Uila Khan and Mrs. Aldwell 
that both agree in attributing these measures personally to the 
King, and when we recollect the trifling matters which were, 
on every occasion, referred to him, and which, as has been 
fully demonstrated in this Court, received not only his 
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attention but were endorsed by his own autograph insti uctions, 
is there any room left for doubt, that the more important ccm- 
cerns were under his special control also ? Indeed, the con¬ 
current testimony of many witnesses, and the irrefutable 
evidence of his own handwriting incontestably prove that such 
was the case. It is thus we find the King appointing the prison; 
that the King's special armed retainers were always on guard 
over the prisoners; that it is the King who supplies them with 
their very indifferent food, and on two occasions sends them 
some of better quality;—and, thus too, the sepoys asked them 
whether they would consent to become Mahomedans and 
slaves, if the King granted them their lives;—and who, on per¬ 
using even thus much of the evidence can doubt that he had 
the power of doing so ? Has there been one single circums¬ 
tance elicited that shows that the Prisoner even wished to save 
them, or that he even extended to them one act of common 
courtesy or kindness ? Very very far from it : for whilst no 
check was given to those who showed the prisoners every 
species of unmanly brutality, the ordinary charity of giving 
food and water to a Christian was severely punished, and a 
Mahomedan woman, simply on this account, was actually 
immured with the prisoners ! Can the bitterness of rancour go 
further than this ? Or is it possible to contemplate the place 
and nature of the confinement fixed for these tender women 
and children, without coming to the conclusion that a cruel 
death was from the first moment reserved for them, and that, 
in the words of the witness Mukund Lai, “they were but 
being collected. Indeed the edge of the sword seems to have 
been but a merciful deliverance from the lingering death, 
which confinement in so loathsome a den at such a season of 
the year must eventually have inflicted on all exposed to it. 

Might I not here stop and confidently on this point await 
the decision of the Court against the Prisoner. The proof, 
however, swells in volume as it proceeds, and I mean to leave 
no portion of it untraced. Gulab, a Chaprassy, or messenger, 
has distinctly stated that a couple of days before the massacre 
took place, it was known that the Europeans would be killed 
in two days, and that on the day fixed for the slaughter 
arriving, great crowds of people were flocking (o th# palace. 
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Every witness to the scene who has spoken of it in Court has 
alluded to the crowds assembled, both as spectators and actors 
on the morning in question, and as this was at the early hour 
of between 8 and 9, there seems no doubt that previous infor¬ 
mation of what was to take place must have been given. 
Nothing indicates that an out-burst of fury either on the part 
of the pepulace or military in any way led to a catastrophe so 
awful. On the contrary, the witness distinctly says that with¬ 
out orders it could not have happened, and that there were 
but two sources from which such an order could have 
emanated, viz,^ the King and his son Mirza Moghal, adding, 
that he does not know which of them gave the order. He, 
however, distinctly states that he was present at the murder 
of these European prisoners, and that he saw them all stan¬ 
ding together surrounded on all sides by the King’s special 
armed retainers, or what you may term his body guard, and 
some of the infantry mutineers; and that though he did not 
observe any signal or order given, yet, on a sudden, the men 
just mentioned drew their swords, simultaneously attacked the 
prisoners, and continued cutting at them till they had killed 
them all, A second witness, viz , Chuni Lai, the newswriter, 
when asked by whose orders these Euiopeans were murdered, 
distinctly replies that “it was done by the King’s order : who 
else could have given such an order ?” He and other witnesses 
concur in stating that Mirza Moghal, the King’s son, ftom the 
top of his house which over looked the "ourt-yard, was a 
spectator, on this occasion : this Mirza Moghal being, at that 
time, secona jnly to the King himself in authority. Is it 
credible, then, under such circumstances, that the King’s own 
body guard, his special armed retainers, could have dared to 
perpetrate this frightful butchery without his order, and 
against his wishes ? If a doubt could be entertained on such 
a subject, it would, I think be speedily dissipated on a persual 
of the writings evidently approved by the Prisoner, in which 
blood-thirstiness and sanguinary ferocity against the English 
are so^glaringly conspicuous. In reference to the presence of 
Mirza Moghal, and in further proof tliat it was by the King’s 
own orders that these unhappy women and children were 
massacred, I shall quote the testimony of the King’s own 
secretary Mukund Lai, To the question—“By whose order 
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were the ladies and children that were prisoners in the palace 

murdered ?” he replies, “These people were being collected 
for three days : on the fourth day the infantry and cavalry 

soldiers, accompanied by Mirza Moghal, came to the entrance 
of the King’s private apartments, and requested the King’s 
permission to kill them. The King was, at this time, in bis 
own apartments, Mirza Moghal and Basant Ali Khan went 
inside while the soldiery remained without. They returned 
in about 20 minutes, when Basant Ali Khan publicly, and in 
a loud voice proclaimed that the King had given his per¬ 
mission for the slaughter of the prisoners, and that they 
could take them away. Accordingly, the King’s armed 
retainers, in whose custody the prisoners had been, took them 
from the place of confinement, and in connection with some 
of the mutinous soldiery killed them.” It appears, then, that 
Mirza Moghal had just come from the Prisoner’s presence, and 
was armed with his authority for carrying out this most 
hideous deed of blood. It may seen almost superfluous to add 
any thing to the above; but the proof furnished by the extract 
from the Prisoner’s diary is so important and convincing, that 
1 feel bound to quote it. The evidence of the physician, 
Ahsan Ulla Khan, regarding it, is as follows, —“Was a Court 
diary of occur rences at the palace kept by order of the King 
during the rebellion ?” Answer —“The Court diary was kept 
up as usual according to the custom which had long preceded 
the outbreak.” Question —“Look at this leaf and see whether 
you can recognize the handwriting on it ?” Answer —“Yes, it 
is in the handwi iting of the man who kept the Court diary, 
and this leaf is a portion of it”. 

Translation of an extract from the Court diary for the 16th of 
May 1857 —The King held his Court iii the Hall of Special 
Audience, 49 English were prisoners, and the army demanded 
that they should be given over to them for slaughter. The 
King delivered them up saying, “The army may do as they 
please,” and the prisoners were consequently put to the 
sword. There was a large attendance, and all the chiefs, 
nobles, officers and writers presented themselves at Court and 
had the honour of paying their respects.” 

Here then we have oral as well as most unim^jeachable 
written testimony, all concurring on this point, and it would 
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seem nearly impossible to make the proof clearer, had we 
not the Prisoner’s written confession of the crime. I do not 
mean in his defence, which is simply a document framed for 
this Court, and is l)ut a mere tissue of false denials without an 
effort at refuting what stands so prominently against him. I 
allude of course to his long letter so his son Mirza Moghal, in 
which he actually makes merit of the slaughter of his 
Christian prisoners, and urges it as a reason why the soldiery 
should be more attentive to his commands. After this, to 
prolong any argument upon the subject would be improper. 
There is then but the last portion of the fourth charge 
uncommented on; and to establish it we have copies of 
circulars addressed from the King to Rao Bhara, the ruler of 
Kutch Bhoj^, to Ranjit Singh, Chief of Jasalmir'^, and to Rajah 
Gulab Singh, of Jummoo®. The following extracts will be 
sufficient, viz ,— 

To—Rao Bhara, Ruler of Cutch. 

“It has been reported that you, every-failhful one, have 
put the whole of the infidels^ to the sword, and have 
thoroughly cleansed and purified your dominions of their 
urjclean presence. We have been extremely gratified to hear 
of such conduct on your part, and you are therefore honoured 
with this address, to the intent that you will institute such 
arrangements throughout your territory as that none of the 
creattires of God may in any way be aggrieved or oppressed. 
Further, should any number of the infidels reach your domi¬ 
nions by sea, you will have them slain. In doing this you will 
act entirely in accordance with our pleasure and wishes.” 

To—Ranjit Singh, Chief of Jasalmir. 

“It is clear to our belief that throughout your dominions 
the name and trace of these ill-omened infidels, the English, 
must not have remained ; If, however, by any chance or 
possibility some have escaped trll now, by keeping hidden 
and concealed, first slay them, and after that, having made 
arrangements for the administration of your territory, present 

1. A State in Gujrat, 

2. A State in Rajasthan. 

3. Jammu and Kashmir. 

4 . The Britishers. 
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yourself at our Court with your whole military following. 
Considerations and friendliness a thousand fold will be 
bestowed on you, and you will be distinguished by elevation 
to dignities and places which the compass of your qualifications 
will not have capacity to contain.” 

To—Rajah Gulab Singh, Ruler of Jummoo. 

‘T have been made acquainted, by your petition, with all 
the particulars of the slaughter throughout your territory of 
the accursed unbelieving English'’. You are considered worthy 
of a hundred commendations. You have acted in this matter 
as all brave men ever acquit themselves; may you live and 
prosper”. Again : “Come to the royal presence, and slay the 
accursed unbelieving English, and all other enemies, wherever 
you may find them on the way. Whatever may be your hopes 
and expectations, the dignity and elevation to which you will 
be promoted amongst your equals will surpass all that you 
may be able to imagine, and you will further be rewarded 
and dignified with the title of Rajah.” On one of the petitions 
to the King from a Duffadar of the 4th Irregular Cavalry, 
boasting of having murdered his officers at Moozuffernugur, 
the order for an appointment in return is in the Prisoner’s own 
handwriting 

I herewith conclude my observations on the charges, and 
it will now remain. Gentlemen, for you, by your verdict, to 
determine whether the Prisoner at your bar, in retirement 
and seclusion, may yet claim the respect due to deposed 
majesty, or whether he must henceforth rank merely as one 
of the great criminals of history. It will be for you to 
pronounce whether this last king of the imperial house of 
Taimur shall this day depart from his ancestral palace, bent 
down by age and by misfortune, but elevated perhaps by the 
dignity of his suflTerings and the long borne calamities of his 
race, or whether this magnificent Hall of Audience,—this 
shrine of the higher majesty of justice—shall this day achieve 
its crowning triumph in a verdict which shall record to this and 
to all ages, that kings by crime are degraded to felons, and that 
the long glories of a dynasty may be for ever effaced in a day ! 

5. It is wrong information on the part of the Raja who played a double 

game for some time. 
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The consideration of the specific charges against the 
prisoner being now closed, I trust it may not be thought 
presumptuous, if I offer some observations on the evidence 
elicited as to the cause of the late rebellion and of the 
existence of previous conspiracy. I have, in a former part of 
the address, argued that if the native regiments, previous to 
the cartridge question being mooted, had been in a sound 
and well-affected state, such a frightful and all but universal 
revolt could not have occurred; that there must have been 
tome other and more latent power at work to have thus 
operated on a whole army scattered in different cantonments 
from Calcutta to Peshawar. I think that such could not have 
been accomplished without some secret mutual understanding, 
and some previous preparation, the establishment of which 
may appropriately be termed conspiracy. I have stated also 
that it seems as if it was not owing to a cartridge of any kind 
that such an amount of mutiny and murder has solely to be 
attributed but I should be more than blind to all that has 
appeared on these proceedings and elsewhere if I failed to 
recognise in the cartridge question the immediate means or 
instrument adopted for bringing about a much-desired end. 
It seems to have been the spark, not accidentally shot forth, 
but deliberately chosen to explode a mine previously prepared. 
In alluding, then, to the existence of a conspiracy, I do not 
mean to imply that we have come upon traces of a particular 
gang of men specially banded together for the fixed definite 
object of causing the late rebellion in the native army in any 
manner similar to that in which we have seen it developed, 
but such evidence as we have been able to obtain does appear 
to me to point out that, for a considerable time antecedent to 
the 10th of May, agitation and disaffection to British rule 
among the Mahomedans was more than ordinarily prevalent, 
and that such disaffection had been stimulated by active and 
designing men, who have most craftily taken advantage of 
every circumstance that could be made suitable for such a 
purpose. The annexation of Oudh to British rule was, 
perhaps, one of these. It seems to have been particularly 
displeasing to the Mahomedans, as annihilating the last 
throne left to them in India; and for some other reasons, it 
would appear to have been almost equally unpalatable to the 
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Hindu sepoy. It may, perhaps, have interfered with his posi¬ 
tion there as a privileged servant of the Company; for instead 
of having to rely on the influence and prestige of the British 
Government in dealings or disputes with the native landholders 
of that province, he found himself brought at once undej' direct 
European control. One of the witnesses, Jat Mall draws a 
marked distinction between the Hindu sepoy® and the Hindu 
tradesman in reference to their feelings for the British Govern¬ 
ment, and perhaps the annexation of Oudh, with other causes, 
may tend to account for it. Being asked whether thcie was 
any difference between the Mahornedans and Hindus in this 
resp.’ct, he replies, “Yes, certainly, the Mahornedans as a 
body were all pleased at the overthrow of the British Govern¬ 
ment, while the merchants and respectable tradesnten among 
the Hindus regretted it.” He, however, says that the general 
feeling throughout the army was the same both among the 
Hindus and Mahornedans, and tliat they were both equally 
bitter; and this view of the case is, I think, supported by our 
experiences of both. The great bulk of the infantry portion of 
the native army was undf)ubtedly Hindu, but we have not 
found this any check or restraint upon their revolting bar¬ 
barity; and as far as the army has been concerned, Hindus 
and Mahornedans appear to have vied wiih each other only 
in the enormity of their crimes. But apart from the army, 
the revolt, has perliaps assumed many of the features of a 
Mussulman conspiracy, and it is, I think, probable that to 
Mussulman intrigue may eventually be traced those false and 
fabricated rumours which, adroitly mixed up with some small 
portion of truth, have been so instrumental in effacing the 
last vestiges of fidelity in an army whose faithfulness was at 
one time perhaps its very chiefest pride and boast. It 
does not belong to such an occasion as this to revert to past 
years, and step by step to trace the causes which have 
combined to destroy the reliance once placed upon those 
who are now so notorious for their perfidy. Some of these 
causes doubtless have been beyond Government control, 
and were, perhaps, inherent to a state of continued progress 
on the one side and an inveterate priestly opposition to it on 

6. This in a way indicates class-consciouessness among the peoj^e. The 
Sepoys were by and large peasants-in.uniformt. 
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tlie other. It will be sufficient if L here merely allude to 
several previous occasions, not of very distant date, when 
some regiments of the native army showed how little they 
were to be depended on. On those occasions also it was 
evident that a unity of purpose and a singleness of feeling 
were in a short time organised by some process not imme¬ 
diately patent to their European officers; a mutual correspon¬ 
dence either by emissaries or letters was perhaps then 
initiated, and the lesson thus learnt was not easily forgotten. 
I do not mean to argue that from that time the native Indian 
army became one large debating society; very far from it; I 
believe that in their own fashion most of the sepoys were 
good and well-meaning servants of the Government. I say, in 
their own fashion, because it appears to me they are always 
definient in natural firmness, and have no idea of strong moral 
rectitude, their fidelity, as long as it exists, is more of a habit 
than of a principle, upheld by superstitution, but wanting the 
sustaining power of true religion. Among such a body as this 
there must always be some discontented intriguers; and who 
that knows anything of Asiatic character will not readily 
admit, especially with reference to Hindus, that the few are 
more potent for evil than the many for good ? Let but three 
or four leaders come forth in all the open audacity of crime, 
of mix themselves up in the secret intrigues of sedition, and 
the rest, if not immediately panic-struck, never think it their 
duty to check or oppose them. They may excuse themselves 
for a time, by holding aloof from what they do not approve, 
but active interference, even in prevention of mutiny and 
murder, seems to form no part of their creed, either 
religious or political. The most serious crimes are thus 
passively encouraged; and temporary immunity securing 
proselytes, all are eventually engulfed in the same depths erf 
infamy : thus the crimes of a few lead to the ruin of many. 
That these influences have been vigorously at work in exten¬ 
ding the late rebellion. I think iew will be inclined to deny. 

I am aware that no correspondence, and perhaps little direct 
evidence to such a points, has been brought before the court; 
indeed, in reference to the sepoys, we have not been in a posi¬ 
tion to obtain either one or the other; still if, as has been curre¬ 
ntly, and, I believe, truly reported, that, the number of letters 
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passing among our native soldiers, for a month or two prior 
to the outbreak, was very considerably larger than usual, <his 
circumstance, combined with such facts as have come under 
our notice, would lead almost irresistibly to the conclusion 
that some sinister agitation had been extensively at work, and 
that increased disaffection and subordination would necessarily 
be the result ; moreover, that in such a state revolt would 
reduce itself to a mere calculation of time. In the above re¬ 
marks I have attributed much of what has occurred to the 
pernicious influence of evil intriguers, and it may naturally 
be inquired why these should have had greater effect at the 
present juncture than at any former one. Some of the causes 
I have already hinted at, such as the annexation of Oudh and 
the progress of European civilisation, outstriding, and in its 
natural course threatening to sweep away tVie puny barriers 
upraised by piiestly cunning for the preservation of the 
grossest ignorance, and thus commencing the subversion of 
religions that are unable to bear the lights of even natural 
science, I believe too that the propagandists of sedition may 
artfully have availed thpinselves of some recent acts of the 
Government to spread panic and alarm in reference to future 
forcible interference with caste prejudices I allude to the 
agitation about the remarriage of Hindu widows, the enlist¬ 
ment for general service, the cartridges, &c I do not mean 
in this to offer the sliglitest apology for men whose conduct 
excites nothing but loathing and disgust. Pampered in their 
pride and begotted in their ignorance, they had as a body 
become too self-sufficient for military subordination and 
unhesitating obedience Experienced, as they were, in 
mutual combination, they appear again easily to have entered 
into schemes for dictating to the Government their views in 
reference to imagined grievances; but that open, defiant 
mutiny had been generally resolved upon by the army—or, at 
any rate, by the Hindu portion of it, prior to the trial of the 
3rd Light Cavalry troopers’—is more, I think, than has been 
established. Up to that time there was no doubt a feeling of 
uneasiness, a restless apprehension, and an air of respectful 
mutiny pervading the native ranks. The sepoys in many 


7. At Meerut, 
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instances appeared to imagine that disobedience to military 
command was scarcely criminal if accompanied by a salute 
and a submissive demeanor. Habituated to combination, and 
well aware of the strength of numbers, they latterly had 
seldom lost an opportunity of bringing forward their grieva¬ 
nces not individually, but in masses. On such points there 
was no difference between Mussulman and Hindu; they could 
both readily unite, and had already done so, for the purposes 
of insolent dictation. Indeed, if we search back into history, 
I believe we shall find that this has ever been what I may 
term the normal condition of Asiatic armies; and it is, 
perhaps, the necessary result of giving unity and power to 
large bodies of men without the checks furnished by educa¬ 
tion, loyalty, and religious principle to control them; military 
discipline without these auxiliaries is but a dangerous weapon, 
and one that has frequently been turned against those who 
have sharpened and prepared it. As a corollary to this, it 
may be observed that rebellion and insurrection among the 
unarmed and untutored people of Asia is rare indeed; even 
the forcible conversion of the Hindus to Mahomedanism under 
former emperors of India seems to have been insufficient to 
rouse them to resistance. It is, then, the attempt at domina¬ 
tion by the sepoy alone that has to be guarded against. The 
distinctions of caste may, to a certain extent, at former periods 
have proved serious obstacles to any very extensive combi¬ 
nation of men of different sects, either for political or other 
purposes, but we should remember that this very circumstance 
of caste companionship has necessiated the existence of a 
number of distinct self-governing societies, has habituated the 
people of Hindustan to meetings among themselves where 
publicity is avoided, and thus giving them their primary 
lessons in uniting for particular objects, has endowed them with 
a natural facility for more extended combinations, of a secret 
and sinister character. Under these circumstances, there are 
wanted but the means and the occasion for carrying them 
out; and who does not perceive that the native army afforded 
the one and a variety of incidents have favoured the other. 
Brahman and Mussulman here met, as it were, upon neutral 
ground; they have had in the army one common brotherhood 
of profession, the same dress, the same rewards, the same 
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objects to be arrived at by the same means. They frequently 
joined each other in their separate festivals, and the unton 
encouraged by the favour of the Government was finally 
resorted to as a measure to subvert it. I do not, however, 
intend to dwell on all of the many influences which may have 
assisted in bringing about the recent catastrophe; such a 
discussion in this place might not be approved of. 

It seems to me, however, apparent that it was not and 
could not have been the greased cartridge alone that effected 
it. There was previous preparation among the sepoys; and 
there was also a general unsettling of men’s minds throughout 
the country, and among the Mahommedans in particular. I 
believe, indeed, that the facts elicited on this point may be 
ranged appropriately under the head of “Mahominedan 
conspiracy,” the chief object of which seems to have been to 
spread disaftection and distrust of British rule, and by the 
dissemination of false and evil reports, and by fabrications of 
the most insidious kind, to prepare all the people for change 
and insurrection. As far as can be traced, the commence¬ 
ment of this must have oiiginated with the prisoner or with 
some of those, such as Hasan Askarl and others, who were 
admitted to his most secret and confidential councils. Be this 
as it may, there cannot, 1 imagine, be a doubt that in sending 
Sidi Kambar to Persia and Constantinople as an ambassador 
with Ictteis to the sovereign of that country, soliciting aid and 
elevation to a throne, the prisoner became the principal in a 
conspiracy which indirectly, at any rate, must have been 
auxiliary to the recent frightful outbreak and its attendant 
horrors. It is worthy of particular notice as connecting the 

two together, that this Sidi Kambar’s departure took place, 
according to the most reliable account, just two years before 

May 1857, and that his promised return with the aid sought 
for, was fixed for the time when the outbreak actually took 
place. Coupling this with the prophecy among the Mahomme¬ 
dans that English sovereignly in India was to cease 100 years 
after its fii St establishment by the battle of Plassey in 1757, 
we are able to form something more than conjecture as to the 
causes which have given to Mahommedan fanaticism its 
delusive hope of recovering all its former prestige^ir I have 
already alluded to the dream of Hasan Askari,, the priest, and 
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its interpretation so plausibly contrived to correspond with 
the wishes of the King, and of those about him. The 
circumstance may seem trivial to us, but it was doubtless a 
means well calculated to make a deep impression upon the 
superstitious minds of those to whom it was addressed, and to 
cause expectation and belief in what was predicted by one 
said to be possessed of miraculous powers, and accredited 
with holding direct communication with heaven. We learn 
too from the petition of Muhammad Darwesh to Mr. Golviti, 
the Lieutenant-governor, dated 27th of March 1857, that 
Hasan Askari had, at tliis time, assured the King of Delhi that 
he had certain information that the prince royal of Persia had 
fully taken possession of, and occupied Bushire, and that he 
had entirely expelled the Christians, or rather, had not left 
one alive there, and had taken away many of them prisoners, 
and that, very soon indeed, the Persian army would advance 
by the way of Kandahar and Cabul towards Delhi. He more¬ 
over adds, “That in the palace, but more especially in that 
portion of it constituting the personal apartments of the King, 
the subject of the conversation night and day was the early 
arrival of the Persians. Hasan Askari has, moreover, impressed 
the King with the belief, that he has learned, through a divine 
revelation, that the domination of the King of Pejsia will 
to a certain extent extend to Delhi, or rather over the whole of 
Hindustan, and that the splendour of the sovereignty of Delhi 
will again revive, as the Sovereign of Persia will bestow the 
crown on the King.” The writer goes on to say th<it through¬ 
out the palace, but particularly to the King, this belief has 
been the cause of great rejoicing, so much so that prayers are 
offered and vows are made, while, at the same time, Hasan 
Askari has entered upon the daily performance, at an hour and 
a half before sunset, of a course of propitiatory ceremonies to 
expedite the arrival of the Persians and the expulsion of the 
Christians. It has been arranged that every Thursday, several 
trays of victuals, wheatmeal, ‘oil, copper money and cloth 
should be sent by the King in aid of these ceremonies, and 
they are accordingly brought to Hasan Askari ” 

We thus see how early and how deeply the priesthood 
interested an<l engaged themselves in this matter, and how 
completely and exclusively Mahoramedan in character was this 
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conspiracy. If we could but have stepped behind the scenes, 
and witnessed these ceremonies at which superstition pre¬ 
sided, and have heard these prayers and vows offered up for 
the arrival of the Persians and the expulsion of the Christians, 
we should doubtless have had depicted to us the foreshadow¬ 
ings of those dreadful tragedies which, to all time, will render 
the past year so painfully memorable. We may imagine and 
faintly conceive to ourselves some portion of the rancour of 
these Mahommedans, when we recollect not only their deeds, 
but the concentrated hatred which breathes through their 
petitions, and does not stop with this woild, but rejoices in the 
idea of eternal torments for us hereafter. One cannot help 
inquiring whether there are really many millions of human 
beings in Hindustan imbued with these feelings for Europeans. 

I will leave those who hear me to form their own opinions on 
this subject, without venturing to proffer mine. We learn, 
however, from Mrs. Aldwell, that during the Mohurrim 
festival, she heard the Mahommedans women praying and 
teaching their children to pray for the success of their faith, 
and these prayers were generally accompanied by execrations 
against the English, Nor did even accomplishing the cruel 
death and sufferings of helpless women and children tend in 
any way to abate the ferocity of their malignity, or to waken 
one chord of mercy or commiseration in their breasts, for we 
find from the local newspapers that at the time this most 
hideous massacre was being perpetrated, about 200 Mussul¬ 
man were standing at the reservoir, uttering the coarsest 
abuse against the prisoners. Were it not too well attested, 
such demoniac malignity would scarcely be credible. 

The next point to which I shall advert, is the circulation 
of the chapaties in the form of ship biscuits. Now, whether 
they were sent round under the fiction of a government order, 
signifying that in future there should be but one food and one 
faith, or whether, according to another interpretation, they 
were meant to sound a note of alarm and preparation, giving 
warning to the people to stand by one another on any danger 
menacing them, the contrivance was a most insidious one, and 
calculated to breed distrust and suspicion in the hearts of many 
who were strangers to such feelings to suth feelings before. 
That it created no stronger impression on the native mkad than 
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it did, is perhaps attributable only to the early check it received 
at the hands of authority, and it would doubtless be both inte¬ 
resting and important, if we could discover how and by whom 
such a proceeding was initiated. This and the false rumour 
about mixing ground bones with the flour had doubtless one 
common origin, and it is not going beyond the bounds of fair 
indication or reasonable inference, to attribute both one and 
the other to the unceasing wiles of Mahommedan conspiracy. 
We perceive that the Hindu sepoys under the impulse of a first 
reaction in their feelings, reproached the Mahommedan with 
misleading them, and it is a most significant fact on these 
proceedings, that though we come upon traces of Mussulman 
intrigue wherever our investigation has carried us, yet one 
paper has been found to show that the Hindus, as a body, had 
been conspiring against us, or that their Brahmans and priests 
had been preaching a crusade against Christians. In their 
case there has been no king to set up, no religion to be pro¬ 
pagated by the sword. To attribute them, under such circum¬ 
stances, the circulation of these chapaties or the fabrications 
about ground bones in the flour, would be to ascribe to them 
acts without a meaning, and a criminal deception without any 
adequate motive. A very marked feature in this Mahom¬ 
medan conspiracy is the activity and persistance with which it 
has been carried out; the circulation of chapaties having been 
early prohibited by authority, and thus rendered non-effective 
for the purpose of extensive sedition, some other expedient was 
necessary to replace it, and we at once find the tale of the 
“bone dust mingled with flour” very adroitly selected as the 
substitute. It was, in fact, still adhering to the material of 
chapaties, and continuing the symbol of “one food, one faith.” 
It was indeed the chapaty without its form, and without its 
conveniences The schemers had apparently learnt that the 
chapaty was too specific and too tangibly open to Europeans 
interference to he largely availed of as an ag^'nt for evil, and 
hence its transformation into flour, the bone dust being added 
to the one as the equivalent of the form of the ship biscuit to the 
other. To give out then that such was the nature of the flour 
stored at all the depots of supplies along the Grand Trunk Road, 
for from them, during their marches, the sepoys are in a manner 
compelled to get their food, was to attain the very subject the 
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conspirators must have most desired. If true, the Government 
had already commenced what would be deemed forcible con¬ 
version to Christianity, If they could then but establish a firm 
and general belief in this, their game was in their own hands; 
and that they did succeed in doing this to a very great extent 
is, I imagine, undeniable. I must own that to me this 
apparently natural transition from the chapaties to its com¬ 
ponent parts seems a master stroke of cunning, and evidenced 
most able leadership in the cause the conspirators were em¬ 
barked in. 

To prove, moreover, that no mean order of talent was 
at work, and that all the appliances that craft and treachery 
could avail themselves of were resorted to, we have only to 
refer to the extracts from the “Authentic News**,” and also 
to the other native publications of that period, and we shall 
perceive with what steadfast consistency the ulterior aim 
is always kept in view. The chapaties, the bone dust in the 
flour, the greased cartridges, were all most appropriate for 
the Hindus; but a different pabulum was requisite for the 
Mussulmans, and we shall now see with what subtlety it was 
administered. The first paper commences by announcing that 
the King of Persia had ordered a concentration of most of his 
troops at Teheran, and then declaring it to be currently repor¬ 
ted that such a demonstration against Dost Muhammad Khan 
was only a strategic move to cloak the King of Persia’s real 
design of fighting against and conquering the English, the 
editor makes certain that, at any rate, some change of feeling 
has taken place amongst the three powers. The next extract 
is dated the 26th of January 1857, and commences by asserting 
that all the newspapers agree in declaring that the King of 
France and the Emperor of Turkey had not as yet openly 
avowed themselves the allies of either the English or the 
Persians; but that their ambassadors were secretly visiting and 
presenting their gifts to both of the belligerents. “Some 
people,” says the editor, “think that the King of France and 
the Emperor of Turkey will not mix themselves up in the 
quarrels between the Persians and the English; but most 
people,” he adds, “say that they will both side with the 

8. Pro-rebel's newspaper of Delhi referred to earlier. ^ 
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Persians. As for the Russians, however, they make no secret of 
the readiness with which they are assisting, and will continue 
to assist, the Persians, whether it be with funds or with forces. 
It may be said that virtually the Russians are the cause of the 
war, and that using the Persians as a cloak, they intend to 
consummate their own designs regarding the conquest of 
Hindustan. It is to be believed that the Russians will soon 
take the field in great force.Here then we have not only 
Persia and Russia advancing immediately upon India with 
immense armies, but France and Turkey to assist them, while 
the forsaken and devoted English are represented as by no 
means sure even of the alliance of Afghans under Dost 
Muhammad. Well might the editor, after announcing such 
formidable coalitions, somewhat dramatically exclaim, “Let the 
readers of the “Authentic News’ be prepared to see what the 
veil of futurity will disclose.” Accordingly, in the next extract, 
we perceive that “the King of Persia had solemnly promised 
to his courtiers the governorships of the different presidencies 
and places : one is to get Bombay, another Calcutta, and a 
third Poonah,” while the crown of Hindustan is plainly 
spoken of as reserved for bestowal on the King of Delhi, this 
very prisoner before us. You will recollect, Gentlemen, that 
several copies of this paper, the “Authentic News,” used to be 
sent to the palace, and one can imagine the joy and exultation 
with which such passages must have been persued, especially 
when, added thereto, is the assertion that the Emperor of 
Russia had sent an effective and thoroughly appointed army 
of 400,000 men, with abundant munitions, to assist the King 
of Persia in his hostile designs upon India. But it was not in 
the palace, and by the princes alone, that such paragraphs 
were read with avidity; the whole population was intent on 
them Sir Theophilus Metcalfe has told us that the subject of 
the advance of the Persians upon Herat was much discussed 
among the natives, and frequently in connexion with the idea 
of Russian aggression upon Iijdia; every newspaper® having 
at this time its correspondent in Cabul. Nor indeed did the 
discussion and interest excited by these concocted hostile 
movements cease here, for the same witness declares that 
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agitation about this time prevailed among the sepoys, and that 
about five or six weeks before the outbreak it was currenUy 
reported in their lines, and much discussed among them, that 
100,000 Russians were coming from the north, and that the 
Company’s Government would be destroyed, and in fact that 
the idea of a Russian invasion was universally prevalent. The 
venom and virus of these false publications were then taking 
their intended effect, and it would seem a mere perversion of 
reason only to blind ourselves with the idea that the out¬ 
break was fortuitious, or that a greased cartridge occasioned 
it. In a former article of the “Authentic News,” we have 
seen Dost Muhammad alluded to as but a doubtfuly ally of 
the English. In this one, however, as events progress, he is 
spoken of as being secretly in league with the King of Persia, 
and that superstitious aid may not be lost sight of, it is 
remarked how a wonderfully four distinct unexpected coinci¬ 
dences had impelled the King of Persia to declare war against 
the English. The first was that Herat, in another place des¬ 
cribed as the key of India, had so easily fallen into his posses¬ 
sion; the second, the unforeseen coming of the Russians to 
assist him; the third, the nobles of Persia unanimously coun¬ 
selling an advance on India, and predicting that God would 
bestow victory; and the fourth, the simultaneous rising and 
assembling of the whole of Persia for the prosecution of a 
religious war. Portents and miracles were likewise brought 
forward still further to excite the Mahommedan mind, as the 
following extract from the “Authentic News,” dated the 15th 
of September 1856, will sufficiently prove. It is headed— 

“Local News from the Hansi^® District.” 

“A man just come from the country tells the editor, that 
unlike other places the Huli is being burnt there at this season 
of the year, and the saturnalia attending the festival are now 
going on. The man who states this ascertained, on inquiry 
that the reason for the unreasonable observance of this festival 
was that three girls were born at a birth, and the three spoke 
immediately. The first said, *The coming year will be one 
of great calamities; various calamitous visitations will afflict 
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the nation’; the second said, ^Those who live will see’; and the 
third, in an impressive and forcible tone, said, 'If the Hindus 
will burn the Hull in the present season they will escape all 
these evils. God alone is omniscient’ 

It is too much, I am afraid, the case, with persons accusto¬ 
med to European habits of thinking to view such statements 
and articles as these merely in reference to the impression 
they would be likely to make on themselves. The taking of 
Herat, the predictions of the nobles, &c , and the fabulous 
prophecies of these girls, would, in that case, receive hardly 
passing attention. But we should commit a grievous and most 
fatal error if we were to gauge Asiatic thoughts and under¬ 
standings by the same measure that would be applicable to 
our own. If, avoiding this mistake, we proceed to consider 
the above editorials in relation to the people they were 
written for, we shall find that they are not only most insidio¬ 
usly worked up to meet their particular prejudices, but are 
also made to bear a striking affinity to the fulfilment of their 
prophecies; to the dreams of Hasan Askari; to the negotiations 
of Sidi Kambar, and to the ancient traditions of Mahommedia- 
nism. Are we then to suppose that in all this there was no 
connexion between the palace and the press ? Were all these 
concurrencies fortuitous ? Gan it be that the dreams of the 
priest, the plots of the court, and the fabrications of the news¬ 
papers worked accidentally together ? We have already seen 
the decoys by which the Hindu sepoys were to be gained : 
and is it not the same spirit of evil that we can recognise here ? 
Are the circumstances appealing to Mahommedan pride, to 
their superstitious bigotry, to their lust for religious war, and 
to their hatred for the English, dwelt upon with a less perfect 
knowledge of their peculiar inherences ? In an extract from 
the “Authentic News,’’ dated the 19th March, it is stated that 
900 Persian soldiers, with some officers of high rank, had ente¬ 
red India, and that 500 more were then slaying in Delhi itself 
in various disguies. It is trutf that this is given out on the 
authority of one Sadik Khan, a person whose identity not 
being established was evidently in disguise even to his name; 
but this very circumstance was no doubt a part of the scheme. 
It gave an air of greater mystery to the announcement of 
the paper, and seems to have been purposely contrived to let 
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the imagination of the readers supply an exaggerated idea of 
his real rank and importance. How, it may be asked, even 
under this cloak of a false name, could such a statement be 
given forth in the leading newspaper of the city, without some 
deep and ulterior object ? It not only assigns deep conspiracy 
to the Persians, but, if false, as we know it to have been is 
proof of conspiracy of the editor and those who employed 
him. This name of Sadik Khan, be it remembered, was the 
one attached to the proclamation purporting to be from Persia, 
and put up in the Jama Masjid. The proclamation, then, and 
the assertion about these 900 Persian soldiers, were evidently 
parts of one and the same scheme, and seem to have been thus 
linked together that the one night, in a measure, support the 
other. If, for instance, any questioned the authority of the 
proclamation, there was the answer ready that the bringer 
of it was actually in the city with 500 other Persians also in 
disguise, and vice versa. If the advent of the Persians was 
disbelieved, was not the proclamation a voucher for its reality ? 
The same depth of article is apparent every where; and the 
more we consider the subject, the more fully convinced we 
shall be of the wiles and stratagems so systematically resor¬ 
ted to. Fore instance, what would such a proclamation as 
that attributed to the King of Persia, have been, without 
some demonstration, feigned or real, to support it ? The sword 
depicted on one side, and the shield on the other, would have 
been equally meaningless, but for the story of the men in 
disguise, and the officers of high rank who evidently must 
have been deputed to carry it through. The proclamation, 
so evidently false is, for that very reason, one of our truest and 
most reliable expositors of conspiracy, and of Mussulman 
conspiracy too. It is, in fact, impossible to account for it 
under any other hypothesis. Who then was it that designed 
and wrote the proclamation ? This question, I believe, could 
be answered in every detail by the editor of the paper, who 
has recurred to it so frequently. it is evidently a pet subject 
of his, one on which he seems to be thoroughly at home. He 
has the exact transcript of it, is able to epitomise it, and no 
doubt was equally well informed as to the preparation of it. 

I do not mean to wade through and to quote all the 
extracts from the newspapers that bear out the Tact of a 
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Mahommedan conspiracy. That appears to me unnecessary, 
for I believe I shall have no difficulty in establishing it by other 
testimony. However, there is one of her extract, which it 
would be wrong to leave unnoticed. It bears date the 13th 
of April, and must have been the origin of the report that 
Sir Theophilus Metcalfe alludes to, when he says that about 
fifteen days before the outbreak, it was currently reported that 
an anonymous petition had been presented to the magistrate, 
stating, ‘"that the Cashmere gate of the city would be taken 
from the English. This being the chief stronghold in the city 
and main connexion with the cantonments at Delhi, it would 
naturally be the first point seized in any attempt at insurrec¬ 
tion in the city, and being the only gate at which there was 
any military guard, the importance of it, in a strategical point 
of view, must have been obvious to all.” Sir Theophilus Metc¬ 
alfe proceeds to say, ‘‘that this petition was never received; 
but that the curient report about it was indicative of what was 
then occupying the thoughts of many of the natives ” So, no 
doubt, it was; but it was also much more than this, for it was 
the rent exposition of an article which the editor dare not, 
without disguising it, put into print. With what ingenuity and 
Craft the idea is worked out, so as to become intelligible only 
to those who were meant to understand it, must now be 
obvious to all. The editor says several petitions have been 
given into the magistrate’s court, and in tliese it is all mentio¬ 
ned that ‘"a month hence from this date an overwhelming 
attack will be made on Cashmere, of the salubrity and beauty 
of which a poet has said, ‘that should a parched antf burnt-up 
soul reach Cashmere, though he might be a roasted fowl, he 
would recover his wings and feathers, and that this cool and 
heavenly country will come into the pos.session of the writers 
of the petition.” How, it may be asked, were the writers of the 
petitions given into the magistrate’s court at Delhi to take 
Cashmere, and who does not now perceive that the Cashmere 
gate of the city of Delhi was tlms indicated by the country 
from which it derives its name, and that the salubrity and 
beauty of the former were to represent the importance and 
its fitness for their objects, of the latter. I shall not here pause 
to consider weather, under the sample of a parched and burnt- 
up fowl, the prisoner before us was intended. He no doubt 
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expected to recover some of his lost plumage by seizing the 
gate, and with it was mediating a flight to a higher elevati®n. 
In declaring on the 13th of April, that in one month from that 
date, an overwhelming attack would be made on this very 
point, for it was here the officers were shot down, the editor of 
the “Authentic News” was either the confident and accomplice 
of conspiracy, or had soared into the regions of actual 
prophecy. 

The coincidence of the above cautiously worded announce¬ 
ment of the editor, and the indiscreet revelations of Jawan 
Bakht, are certainly startling. The doubly foretold attack 
took place on the 11th of May, and after what has been 
proved in regard to Mahommedan treachery, is there any one 
who hears me that can believe that a deep-planned and well- 
concerted conspiracy had nothing to do with it ? 

The proofs of the intimate connexion of the prisoner with 
it, do not, however, rest here, for Moujud, the Abyssinian, 
who was not merely in the service of the King, but was his 
private special attendant, and was always near his person, 
takes Mr. Everrett aside and tells him that he had better leave 
the Company’s service, and, with his troop, go over to the King, 
as this hot weather the Russians would be all over the place. 
Mr. Everett seems to have laughed at this, and to have 
thought it but the man’s foolishness; but we have now direct 
proof that it was something far deeper than that; for at their 
next meeting, which occured about a month after the outbreak 
had been*accomplished, Moujud says to him, “Did I not tell 
you to come away ?” and then as it were in explanation of 
the warning proceeds to reveal to him the whole of the Sidi 
Kambar transaction : how, two years before, he had been 
sent to Constantinople as ambassador from the King of Delhi; 
how he had started on the pretence of going to Mecca, and how 
he had promised that he would return when the two years 
had expired. This explanation seems to me a very remarkable 
one. It shows clearly that it was not merely on the basis of 
an expected disturbance at Meerut that such a proposal was 
made, but that a far wider web of sedition was weaving. Who 
can now believe that none of the Mahommedan native officers 
and men of the regiments at Delhi and Meerut has been 
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tampered with ? Mr. Everett, as a Christian, was surely one 
of the last the conspirators would apply to. It should be 
remembered, likewise, that Mr. Everett had none of his 
regiment with him at Delhi, and that had there been any 
Mussulman officers of the corps present, they would doubtless 
have been preferred to a Christian. At the same time when the 
application was made to him, the sentence of the Meerut 
court-martial must have been unknown in Delhi. It was not, 
then, as a consequence of, but as an addition and an adjunct 
to, what was articipated at Meerut, that preparation was being 
made here; and by whom was this being done ? Could a 
mere private servant and personal attendant, however great 
and favourite he might be, offer service to Risaldar a whole 
troop of cavalry, withdrawing their allegiance from the 
Government, without any authority for doing so from his 
master ? Who could have given the King’s service to so large 
a body but the King himself? I would beg those who hear 
me, seriously to consider these questions, and then determine 
whether the answers to them do not bring home personal 
complicity in compassing the rebellion to the prisoner in 
Court. We have been informed too, by Mukund Lai, the 
secretary, that it is now about three years since some infantry 
soldiers stationed at Delhi became disciples of the King, and 
that, on that occasion, the King gave each of them a docu¬ 
ment detailing the names and order of those who had precee- 
ded him in the direct line of the disciples to each other, 
himself included, together with a napkin dyed pink as an 
emblem of his blessing. Now three years ago from the present 
date, is about the time of Sidi Kambar’s embassy to Persia, 
and of the apparent first commencement of Mahomraedan 
conspiracy; and it certainly is a somewhat instructive fact to 
find that the occasion chosen for such an unwonted mani¬ 
festation of piety on the one hand, and such an unusual display 
of kingly condescension on the other, was precisely that in 
which intimate relations between them of a more political 
character were beginning to be thought of. The agent of the 
Lieutenant-governor ofcourse put a stop to these exhibitions; 
but, from that day, adds the witness, it may be said that a sort 
of understanding was established between the army and the 
King. I think it will be conceded, that in addition to the 
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charges, five facts have been established, viz-t the concerted 
dreams and predictions of Hasan Haskari, the priest; th*e 
mission to Persia and Constantinople of Sidi Kambar, the 
Abyssinian; a deliberate continuous plan of exciting distrust 
and revolt among the Hindus; a similar plan, by the fabri¬ 
cations of the native press, for inciting the Mussulmans to a 
religious war; and lastly, by these means and others, an 
indirect, and also a personal tampering with the fidelity of the 
Hindus and Mussulman of the native army. Has, or has not 
a guilty participation in all these five points been traced to the 
prisoner ? If the question (as I believe it will be), should be 
answered in the affirmative, there will still remain another to 
be responded to, of perhaps still greater importance, viz , Has 
he in these transactions been the leader, or the led; has he 
been the original mover, the head and front of the undertaking, 
or has he been but the consenting tool, the willing instrument 
in the hands of others; the forward, unscrupulous, but sup¬ 
pliant, puppet, tutored by priestly craft for the advancement 
of religious bigotry ? Many persons, I believe, will incline to 
the latter. The known restless spirit of Mahommedan fanati¬ 
cism has been the first aggressor, the vindictive intolerance 
of that paculiar faith has been struggling for mastery, seditious 
conspiracy has been its means, the prisoner its active 
accomplice, and every possible crime the frightful result. It 
was, however, rather as the head of the Mahommedan 
religion in India than as the descendant of a line of Kings, that 
I believe the prisoner’s influence were desired; the one indeed 
is so inseparable from the other that it is difficult to say where 
the difference commences It was the union of the two, the 
religious and the political, that gave such importance to the 
prisoner as one of the abettors of conspiracy. 

Thus the bitter zeal of Mahommedanism meets us every¬ 
where. It is conspicuous in the papers, flagrant in the 
petitions, and perfectly demoniac in its actions. There seems, 
indeed, scarce any exemption from its contagious touch. The 
Prince Mirza Abdulla robbing his confiding visitor and former 
friend, and then sending his uncle to compass her death, seems 
to be exaggerated instance of it. It is again represented by the 
Mahommedan Officer, Mirza Taki Beg, at Peshawa*, who, 
while in high employment and pay by the British Government, 
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complacently quotes from his books that a change will take 
place, and that the British rule will soon be overthrown. It 
finds a still more unmistakeable disciple in Karim Baksh, of 
the Delhi Magazine, who, while drawing English pay, avails 
himself of his scholarship and knowledge of Persian, to send 
circulars to the native regiments to the effect that the cartri¬ 
dges prepared in the magazine had been smeared with a 
composition of fat, and that the sepoys were not to believe 
their European officers if they said anything in contradiction 
of it. It will be recollected how active in his enmity this man 
proved when the King’s troops were attacking the magazine; 
how he kept up a secret communication with them, and how 
completely he identified himself, from the commencement, 
with the conspirators. Can there be a doubt that he was one 
of those who had been successfully tampered with; that, while 
ostensibly serving the English, he was, in reality, in the pay 
and confidence of those seeking their destruction ? 

But why multiply instances of this sort ? I would gladly 
cite some of a different tendency, and the petition of Muha¬ 
mmad Darwesh, in his admirable letter to Mr. Colvin, must 
not be passed over. It is one noble instance of faithfulness 
from a Mahommedan to the British. I am sorry I cannot class 
with it the petition purporting to be from Nabi Baksh Khan 
to the King, pronouncing it unlawful to slay women, and 
calling for a decree to that effect from the doctors of the 
Mahommedan religion; for since I delivered the paper into 
court considerable doubt has been thrown on its having been 
written at the time indicated, and it seems by no means 
improbable that it was fabricated after the capture of Delhi, 
for the purpose of obtaining rewards and other advantages. 
Indeed, a further attentive perusal of it has convinced me that 
it is so; for no one in the situation of Nabi Baksh Khan would 
have dared to advise or purpose to the King to let the soldiery 
first wreak their rage on his own royal person, as Nabi Baksh 
Khan pretends to have done.’ There are certainly a few 
instances in which the Mahommedans have behaved with 
kindness to the English, and not the less pleasing on account 
of the humble grades in which these instances occur. We 
may, perhaps, deduce from this, that the teachings such as are 
prescribed by their prophet, have no softening effect on the 
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hearts of his followers; nay more, that education in such 
doctrines leads to ferocity and revolting crime, and is utterly 
incompatible with feeling of even ordinary humanity. 

In the course of this address, I have dwelt, long and 
frequently, upon those circumstances which appear to demo¬ 
nstrate that to Mussulman intrigue and Mahomrnedan 
conspiracy we may mainly attribute the dreadful calamities of 
the year 1857. I have endeavoured to point out how inti¬ 
mately the prisoner, as the head of the Mahomrnedan faith in 
India, has been connected with the organisation of that 
conspiracy either as its leader or its unscrupulous accomplice. 
I have alluded to the part taken by the native press and 
Mahommedans, in general, as preparing the Hindus for 
insurrection, and the native army, in particular, for revoli; 
and perhaps, in further corroboration of such facts, it may be 
as well to advert to the share that may be assigned to the 
Mahomrnedan in getting the cartridges refused on the parade 
ground of the 3d Light Cavalry. Out of these 85 troopers the 
far larger majority was Mahomrnedan, These men had no 
caste, and to them it could not possibly have mattered whether 
pig’s and cow’s fat was smeared on the cartridges or noi^^. 
Captain Mariineau tells us that at the Ambala depot, as far 
as the cartridge question was concerned the Mahomrnedan 
sepoys laughed at it, and we thus perceive that these men 
initiated open mutiny without one pretext for so doing, or the 
shadow of an excuse. They had not even the extenuation of 
a pretended grievance; yet they, at once leagued themselves in 
rebellion against us, and induced the Hindus to join them, by 
speciously exciting them on that most vulnerable of points, the 
fear of being forcibly deprived of their caste. I say, induced 
the Hindus to join them, for such is the evidence before us, 
and this too on a pretext in which the Mahommedans could 
have had no possible sympathy with them. Nor indeed were 
the Hindus long in discovering this, for as a witness, who has 
been frequently quoted, informs us : “Immediately after the 
battle of the Hindan, they spoke with much regret of the turn 
that affairs had taken, reproached the Mahommedans for hav¬ 
ing an intention of interfering with their caste. Great numbers 

11. This is wrong ; the hog’s lard is a forbiddeA thing for the Muslims. 
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of the Hindu sepoys at this time declared that, if they could be 
sure their lives would be spared, they would gladly go back 
to the service of Government; but the Mahommedans, on the 
contrary, used to assert that the King’s service was much better 
than that of the English; that the Nawabs and Rajahs would 
supply the King with large forces, and that they must even¬ 
tually conquer.” If we now take a retrospective view of the 
various circumstances which we have been able to elicit 
during our extended inquiries, we shall perceive how exclusi¬ 
vely Mahommedan are all the prominent points that attach to 
it. A Mahommedan priest, with pretended visions, and 
assumed miraculous powers—a Mahommedan King, his dupe 
and his accomplice—a Mahommedan clandestine embassy to 
the Mahommedan powers of Persia and Turkey resulting— 
Mahommedan prophecies as to the downfall of our power— 
Mahommedan rule as the successor of our own—the most cold 
blooded murders by Mahommedan assasins—a religious war 
for Mahommedan ascendancy—a Mahommedan press unscru¬ 
pulously abetting—and Mahommedan sepoys initiating the 
mutiny. Hinduism, I may say, is nowhere either reflected 
or represented; if it be brought forward at all, it is only 
in subservience to its ever-aggressive neighbour. 

The arguments in reference to a Mahommedan conspiracy 
are now closed. I do not mean that many others might not be 
deduced from the proceedings before us, for I have selected 
only those that appeared to me the most prominent. I would 
wish, however, before sitting down, to quote one question and 
answer from Captain Martineau’s evidence : “Did you ever 
hear any of the sepoys speak complainingly of the effort* of 
English missionaries to convert natives to Christianity ?” 
Answer —“No, never in my life, I don’t think they cared one 
bit about it.” I believe there is no officer whose duties have 
given him much experience of the sepoy’s character or any 
insight into his feelings and prejudices, but will readily con¬ 
firm the correctness of this opinion. There is no dread of an 
open avowed missionary in India. It is not the rightful 
conversion to Christianity that either sepoys or natives are 
alarmed at. Ifitbedone by the efforts of persuation, of 
teaching, or of example,—the only means by which it can be 
done,—it offends no caste prejudice, excites no fanatical 



402 


THE TRIAL OF BAHADUR SHAH 


opposition. A candid undisguised endeavour to gain followers 
to Christ, has never, that I am aware of, been viewed with tlje 
slightest sign of disprobation by any portion of the natives, and 
were it more constantly before their eyes, who can doubt that 
it would remove this present dark and debasing error that 
Christianity is itself a caste, and its only distinguishing tenet 
the privilege of eating everything. If this degrading idea were 
removed, the chief fear of the Hindus would vanish with it. 
Let them see that it is impossible to make converts to Christi¬ 
anity by force, and you deprive the seditious of their most 
potent weapon of mischief. Christianity, when seen in its 
own pure light, has no terrors for the natives. It is only 
when kept in the shade, that its name can be perverted to an 
instrument of evil. But I may, if I proceed further, be trenching 
on questions of State policy. 

I beg then to tender my thanks to the Court for the 
patient hearing tliey have given me and to Mr Murphy, the 
interpreter, for the able assistance he has, in that capacity, 
afforded we on this, and the other State trials. His very high 
attainments as an oriental scholar have been most conspicuous. 
In the fluency of vica voce examinations; in the quick readi¬ 
ness with which all kinds of papers, in different hands, have 
been deciphered and read; and in the correctness and spirit of 
the written translations of documents of no ordinary difficulty; 
his complete knowledge both of Urdu and Persian has been 
thoroughly attested. The notes appended to many of these 
papers are valuable in themselves, and speak more forcibly 
than I can do of Mr. Murphy’s very high proficiency as an 
Interpreter. I should be wanting both to him and myself if I 
did not thus record my obligations to him. 

F.J. HARRIOTT, 
Major, 

Dj>. Judge Advocate-Genl, and Govt. Prosecutor 

Delhi : 

The 9th March, 1858 


Finding 

The Court is closed to consider its finding. 
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The Court, on the evidence before them, are of opinion 
that the Prisoner Muhammad Bahadur Shah, Ex-King of 
Delhi, is guilty of all and every part of the charges preferred 
against him. 

M. DAWES, 
Lieut.-Col. 
President 

Delhi : 

The 9th March, 1858 


F. J. HARRIOTT, 
Major, 

Deputy Judge Advocate-General 


Approved and confirmed 

N. PENNY, 
Major-General, 
Commanding Meerut Division 

Camp Sahrun : 

The 2nd April, 1858 

The Court at 3 P.M. adjourns sine die. 




Supplement to the Proceedings on the 
Trial of Huhammad Bahadur Shah, 
fX-King of Delhi 


Evidence of Hakim Ahsan Ulla, late confidential physician to the 

EX‘ICing of Delhi 

Since the time when, during the administration of Lord 
Ellenborough^, the nazar, which used to be presented to the 
King of Delhi on the part of the Governor General, was dis¬ 
continued, the King was always very much grieved. At first 
he wrote on the matter to England, and he always afterwards 
used to complain against the order, and to express his dissatis¬ 
faction thereat. 

Subsequently, the King was very much grieved in con¬ 
sequence of the Government not having acceded to his wish, 
that his youngest son, Mirza Jawan Bakht, might be recog¬ 
nized as heir apparent, and having ruled that the eldest son, 
Mirza Fateh-ul-mulk, should be his successor. Sometime 
afterwards Mirza Haidar, son of Mirza Khan Baksh, son of 
Mirza Sulaiman Shikoh, arrived from Lukhnow with his 
brother Mirza Murid. They had frequent access to the King, 
and, first of all, prevailed upon him to write to the Agent, 

1. Ellenborough, E.L., First Earl of (1790-1871), Governor General of 
India, 1841.1844. 
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intimating to that officer, that he (the King) had appointed 
them (the princes), as his agents at the Government office. 
The Agent to the Lieutenant-Governor, however, did not 
consent to this arrangement, as it was contrary to usage to 
depute shahzadahs^ on such duty. The shahzadahs then 
carried away with them several papers, after impressing upon 
them the seal of the King. They had free access even into the 
female apartments of the King. 

At Lukhnow Mirza Haidar offered an alam (standard) on 
the part of the King of Delhi at the shrine of Shah Abbas, and 
delivered to the Miijtahid (High Priest) a note written in pencil, 
and bearing the seal of the King of Delhi, in which the latter 
agreed to adopt the Shia creed, and decried the Sunni tenets. 
This information was obtained from communication received 
from one or two princes who professed the Sunni creed, and 
also from petitions received from several Sunnis to the address 
of the King. Among them I remember the names of Amin- 
ul-rahman Khan, a native of Delhi, but who was residing at 
that time at Lukhnow, and Sidi Bilal, who was formerly in the 
service of the King of Delhi, but had subsequently taken 
service at Lukhnow. When the circumstance became known 
at Delhi, certain Ulama^ waited on the King and begged to be 
informed of the facts. The King replied that Mirza Haidar 
had procured the King’s seal being put upon all papers which 
they had written, and had taken away the papers to Lukhnow, 
and that the King had also written a shukka to the Mujtahid. 
But the King added that his shukka to the Mujtahid merely 
stated that he (the King) loved very much the Ahl-i-bait^y and 
that those who did not love them were not Mahommedans. 
Subsequently, at the request of the King, the Agent to the 
Lieutenant-Governor procured for him from Lukhnow a copy 
of the King’s shukka to the Mujtahid. The subject matter of 
the paper coincided with that represented in the petitions 
which had been received from Lukhnow. It was then 
believed, that besides the shukka to the Mujtahid, the King 
must have addressed the King of Oudh also, who was also a 

2. Princes. 

3. Plural of the Arabic word Atim, wise, 

4. Members of the Muslim family. 
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Shia, and that Mirza Haidar must have held out hopes of gain 
to the King of Delhi if he should unite himself with the 
King of Oudh, 

About one year afterwards, a report was current to the 
effect that Mirza Najaf had proceeded to Persia. Mirza 
Najaf was brother to Mirza Haidar and nephew to the King of 
Delhi. This report was also published in the newspaper con¬ 
ducted by Moulavy Bakar, in which it was also mentioned 
that Mirza Najaf had been treated with consideration by the 
King of Persia. I enquired from Mirza Ali Bakht, who was a 
great friend of Mirza Najaf, whether the latter had carried 
any letter from the King of Delhi to tlie Sultan of Persia. He 
replied in the affirmative, and described its contents to be to 
the effect that the King of Delhi had adopted the Shia creed, 
and the King of Persia should help him. Moreover, in that 
letter the King of Delhi described his miserable and helpless 
condition. Mirza Ali Bakht at the same time stated that no 
reply had been received from Persia A few months after¬ 
wards Sidi Kambar applied for leave to proceed on pligrimage 
to Mecca. The leave was granted through Hasan Askari, a 
Pirzadah of Delhi, and some money was also given for his way 
expenses. After a few days Jat Mall, who was a servant of 
the British Government, stationed on duty at the palace, 
enquired from me whether it was true that Sidi Kambar had 
proceeded on pilgrimage. He said he believed that the man 
had not gone on pilgrimage, but to Persia. I replied I know 
nothing about the matter; but having made enquiries privately, 
I ascertained from the eunuchs® that the man had really gone 
to Persia, and that Hasan Askari, the Pirzadah, servant of the 
King, had delivered to him at night time certain papers which 
bore the seal of the King. From this it appears to me clear 
that Sidi Kambar had been sent to Mirza Najaf to obtain a 
reply to the previous communications of the King. These 
matters were concealed from all the Sunnis (among whom I 
myself was one), because Mirza Haidar had caused the King 
to change his religion. But I obtained the above information 
from other people. It may also be mentioned that the King 

5. The palace guards for the They had considerable influence on 

the King, 
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was always very anxious to obtain intelligence of the events 
which were occurring towards Persia, during the time when 
war was going on at Bushire. 

Mirza Haidar was not an insignificant man. He was a 
relative of the King of Delhi, i.e.y his nephew, and used to 
receive a pension of 1,000 rupees per mensem from Lukhnow. 
He was a hereditary Shia; both his grandfatiier Sulaiman 
Shikoh, and his father Khan Baksh, being of that persuasion. 
According to his faith, it was a pious and creditable act to 
make proselytes, and he must have seen that he would derive 
much personal advantage if he could succeed in converting 
the King of Delhi, inasmuch as he would in that case have 
three Kings professing the same creed as his own, viz , the 
Kings of Delhi, Lukhnow and Persia. 

There can be no doubt that the idea of communicating 
with the King of Persia was first suggested by Mirza Haidar, 
who contemplated much advantage to himself; and it is pro¬ 
bable that he desired that the conversion of the King should 
become known by means of a newspaper to the Shah of Persia 
previous to the arrival of his brother, Mirza Najaf, in Persia, so 
that the latter might be treated with consideration and honour. 

The King Bahadur Shah hardly cared to observe any pre¬ 
cautions in regard to his political plans. His common servants 
had much influence over him. Nothing could remain con¬ 
cealed from the eunuchs, because they had access to every 
place and at all times. This King also admitted his Begums 
to a share in his political policy. Accordingly, to please the 
Zinat Mahall Begum, he applied for her son Jawan Bakht, 
though incapacitated by his younger age, to be recognized as 
his heir. The eunuchs were in possession of every secret, 
because they had free access even into the secret apartments; 
the eunuch Mahbub Ali was at the head of the King’s affairs. 

I never read the letter which was addressed by the King of 
Delhi to the King of Persia. I have repeated what I learnt 
from Prince Ali Bakht. I consider that the King of Delhi must 
have asked for help in the shape of money and troops. The 
King worshipped money; a proof of which assertion may be 
seen in the fact that he changed his faith in his old age, only 
through covetousness. 
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I never heard from any person that any allusion was made 
in the letter to the King of Persia, to the scheme of exciting the 
native army to mutiny against the Government : nor do I 
consider that any such scheme could have been alluded to at 
that time, because nothing of the sort was then talked of. 

I think that at the time when the King of Delhi thought of 
seeking an alliance with Persia, it did not occur to any one to 
arrange for winning over the native army. 

I learnt from the eunuchs (Basant and Kali Khan, the 
persons who informed me that Sidi Kambar had beeii en¬ 
trusted with sealed papers) that at the time when the papers 
were sealed and delivered to Sidi Kambar, the King directed 
the man to carry them to Mirza Najaf, and to obtain replies 
to them and the previous communications. 

I think that there was nothing new mentioned in tire 
papers which were delivered to Sidi Kambar, because, 
although I never read them, the eunuchs would have men¬ 
tioned it to me if there had been any. 

Sidi Kambar went to Persia after it had been known and 
published in a newspaper, that Mirza Najaf had reached that 
country. The province of Oudh was incorporated with British 
territory about one year after Sidi Kambar had left India. 
The emeute at Hanuman Garhi also occured after the departure 
of the Sidi. 

From the conservation of the King, it appears that when 
war was going on it Bushire, he had strong hopes of receiving 
aid from Persia in the shape of money and troops, and during 
that period he used constantly to make enquiries regarding 
the events which were transpiring in the quarter. 

When the King first wrote to Persia, nothing was known 
in regard to his expectations, because everything was concea¬ 
led. But when it was known that Mirza Najaf and reached 
Persia, and battles were being fought at Bushire, it appeared 
that the King had hopes from that quarter. 

Bahadur Shah was not concerned at the determination of 
Government to cause the palace te be evacuated by the royal 
family after his death, because this determination of the 
Government wai known after the right of succession had 
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been allotted to Mirza Fateh-ul-mulk, to whose succession the 
King was opposed. Indeed, the King used often to rema^rk 
that the Mirza (Fateh ul-mulk) had little reason to rejoice at 
his succession, for after him (the King) his successor would 
neither have any authority nor would he be permitted to reside 
in the palace. Tliis shows that the above determination of 
Government in regard to the evacuation of the palace was not 
the cause of the King’s alienation. 

During the period of the war with Persia some of the 
princes used to observe that if the Emperor of Russia were to 
aid the Persians, the English would be defeated, and the 
Persians would become masters of India; and the King him¬ 
self coincided in this opinion. 

I never heard that Mirza Najaf conveyed any intelligence 
from Persia to Delhi. He might have sent news (if he did send 
any) to his brother Mirza Haidar at Lukhnow. 

When the King expected aid from Persia, no effort was 
made to win over any of the native princes; and the reason is 
that Mirza Haidar never returned from Lukhnow after he 
proceeded to that capital. This individual was a very skilful 
intriguer; he first suggested the idea of communicating with 
the King of Persia, and it is likely that he would have also 
suggested the winning over of the native princes if he had been 
present at the court of the King. 

The King was offended with Lord Ellenborough for His 
Lordship’s having discontinued the nazar which used to be 
presented on the festival of the Eed, the Bakr Eed, the Nau Roz, 
and the King’s birtliday. He was also offended with the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Agra, for having refused to recognize 
Mirza Jawan Bakht as the heir-apparent, and allotting the 
right of succession to Mirza Fateh-ul-mulk. With the British 
Government generally, or any other British officer individually, 
he was not dissatisfied, nor was he hostile to the Christian 
religion. 

In making “Murids” (disciples) the King was guided more 
by religious than worldly motives. The sepoys of the native 
army were not the only men who became his Murids. Others 
also adopted him as their spiritual guide. This practic# was in 
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vogue before the disturbances. Bahadur Shah’s father also 
used to make Murids, though Bahadur Shah introduced the 
innovation of giving a handkerchief colored light red to his 
followers. This practice originated in this wise. The Pirzadahs 
of Delhi, who were spiritual instructors to the Kings of Delhi, 
impressed upon the minds of the people that the King was the 
divine vicegerent in spiritual matters upon earth, and that it 
was a creditable act to adopt him as their spiritual guide. 

Aft er all there is much advantage in adopting the practice 
that the spiritual instructor is obeyed by his followers on all 
matters, whether secular or spiritual. The practice of making 
Murids first came into operation during the time of the father 
of Bahadur Shall; but the latter gained a laiger number of 
followers. 

Only one method existed in which Murids were made. 

I never heard that the King had any idea that his making 
Murids of the native sepoys would alienate them from the 
British Government. But it is evident that a “Pir” expects his 
Murids to unite themselves to him under all circumstances. 

I never heard that any sepoy out of the number who resor¬ 
ted to Delhi mentioned to the King that he (the sepoy) had 
joined in consequence of his being his (the King’s) disciple. 
Indeed, none of the disciples came, nor did any produce the 
red handkerchief. Moreover, none of the sepoys adopted the 
King as his spiritual guide during the five months of their 
occupation of Delhi. I am not aware of the cause. Perhaps 
those sepoys who were the King’s disciples were absent on 
leave, and so far as I could gather from the records of Mirza 
Moghal, which have been since taken over by Government, 
and which I had seen, I can say that I found no mention of 
any of the King’s disciples therein. Nor did I observe in 
them any petition which contained an account of any of the 
Murids. No sepoy became the King’s Murid during the five 
months following the cartridge question. I was present all 
along, and should have known if any had become the King’s 
disciple. 

The King’s Murids were made invariably from among 
Mahomedans and from no other caste. 
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I never heard that the King carried on correspondence 
with the native troops; but he used to make anxious enquiries 
about the native army whenever any war took place. And 
inasmuch as he was dissatisfied with the British Government, 
he took a pleasure in hearing of their defeat or reverses. He 
expected that any other ruler who might subvert the British 
rule would treat him with greater respect and honour, in con¬ 
sideration of the King’s dynasty. In short, he believed that 
his own prosperity would go hand in hand with the ruin of the 
British power. 

I do not remember well, but I believe information must 
have reached the King of the mutiny of some of the native 
regiments after the annexation of Panjab in consequence of 
the discoutinunace of batta**; and I doubt not but hat the King 
learnt the fact with satisfaction. 

I do not remember exactly the month in which intelligence 
was received of the regiment near Calcutta having refused to 
receive the new cartridges. I only know that the information 
was obtained from a Calcutta Newspaper; and when it was 
known that the discussion about the cartridges was spreading, 
it was remarked that, inasmuch as the matter touched the 
religion of the people, the excitement would spread extensi¬ 
vely over the entire length and breath of the country, and the 
native army would desert the British Government, whose rule 
would then be at an end. The King remarked that he would, 
in that case, be placed in better circumstances, inasmuch as a 
new dominant power would treat him with greater respect 
and consideration. 

The princes of the royal family used to remark that the 
native army would go over either to Nepal or Persia. But they 
had no idea that they would unite themselves with the King, 
because he had neither money nor troops. 

Although the issue of the new cartridges was the ostensible 
cause of the mutiny, it was not in reality so. Some individuals 
of the native army had long before been adverse to and dissa¬ 
tisfied with the British Government. They considered that 
they were treated with severity, and eargerly seized the opport- 
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unity of the issue of new cartridges as affording a good pretext 
for their defection. The wily and intriguing among them 
made it the fulcrum of their designs to excite the whole army 
against their rulers, and, mixing therewith a religious element, 
alienated the minds of the troops from the Government. They 
believed that they alone constituted the power of Government, 
and that against them the British had not the means of fighting. 
The mass of the people were ignorant; they believed that the 
Government was intent upon polluting their relation; indeed, 
it was notorious that the Gommander-in-Chief had undertaken 
upon himself to christianize the whole of India in two years. 
Thus did the intelligent and cunning plan their designs; and 
the ignorant followed them. 

I consider that the native army was impregnated with 
malevolent intentions towards the British Government; and 
had even the new cartridges not been issued, they would have 
made some other pretext to mutiny, because if they had been 
actuated by religious motives alone. They would have given 
up service; and if they wished to serve they would not have 
mutinied. 

It was the King’s opinion that the Government really inten¬ 
ded to change the religion of the people; but I frequently 
explained to him that this was only a rumour set afloat by 
wicked people. For, I added, the British were wise people 
who would do nothing which was calculated to injure whole 
masses of people, nor could I believe that they would seek to 
injure an army from whom they expected good service. This 
argument satisfied the King, whenever I explained to him; 
but he relapsed into his own way of thinking as often as he 
listened to the representations of his eunuchs and ranis’. 

No intelligence was received in my presence from Meerut. 
Early after sunrise on the morning of Monday, a sepoy of the 
volunteers, who was stationed on duty at the Lahore gate, 
came and told the porters of the Dewan-i-khas that the Govern¬ 
ment troops had mutinied at Meerut, and that the infantry 
and cavalry would shortly arrive at Delhi. About an hour 
after this the regiment stationed in the cantonment of Delhi 

7. Wrong translation; should be begums. 
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entered the palace, and shortly afterwards the Meerut troops 
also arrived in the palace. Before this no news was received.^ 

It was never mentioned in my presence that any informa¬ 
tion had been received of a courtmartial having assembled at 
Meerut to try those sepoys who had refused to receive the 
new cartridges. 

It is not unlikely that news to this effect was received by 
means of some newspaper, five or six days afterwards. 

I do not believe that any one was sent by the King to 
Meerut to procure information of the proceedings at Meerut, 
in regard to the refusal of the sepoys to receive the cartridges, 
at the time when they were going on at that place. 

I did not hear that Zinat Mahall had sent any one to 
Meerut for the above purpose. 

Yes, the King was surprised to see that the troops had 
come to him. I also wondered at the circumstance, because 
nothing had transpired immediately before their arrival, which 
might have led us to expect them, though when the discussion 
about the cartridges first became known, it was believed that 
it would cause some mischief. 

On the evening of the same day on which the troops 
arrived, I represented to the King that nothing good could be 
expected from them, inasmuch as they had mutinied against 
their masters. And I addressed a letter to the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Agra, on the part of the King, informing him of 
the arrival of the troops, after they had murdered their Euro¬ 
pean officers, and representing the King^s inability to take any 
measures against them, and begging for help in the shape of 
European troops. 

In the morning I had no private conservation with the 
King, because the palace was so much crowded with the 
mutinous troops, and the King’s servants, that I did not find 
any opportunity of speaking to him. 

The King was not prepared beforehand for the arrival of 
the mutineers, because when I and Ghulam Abbas, the King'* 
Wakil, communicated to him (the King) the request of the 
officer commanding the Palace Guards and the Agent 40 the 
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Lieutenant-Governor, to the effect that two of the King’s guns, 
together with artillerymen, might be sent to the Lahore gate, 
and also two palanquins with bearers to Captain Douglas, the 
King without making any excuse, gave orders for their being 
sent as requested. 

Nobody can tell what was the object of the distribution of 
the chapatis. It is not known who first projected the plan. AH 
the people in the palace wondered what it could mean. I had 
no conversation with the King on the subject; but others talked 
in his presence about it, wondering what could be the object. 

I consider that the chapati affair probably originated with 
the native troops, and the distribution first commenced in 
Oudh. I also wondered what it was, but considered that it 
implied something. 

I consider that the distribution of the chapatis first began in 
Oudh. 

It was the opinion of some, that the native troops had 
designed these chapatis as emblematical of some particular 
object. Others believed that there was some charm attached 
to tliem, inasmuch as they were distributed unknown all over 
the country, and without it being known who first originated 
the idea, and whence they were first sent out. People also 
believed that theses chapatis were the invention of some adept 
in the secret arts, in order to preserve unpolluted the religion 
of the country, which, it was reported, the Government had 
proposed to themselves to subvert in two years. 

I understood from the officers of the army that they had 
mutinied in consequence of the Government having used fat 
in the preparation of cartridges, and mixed ground bones with 
flour, which Government wished to use as the means of con¬ 
verting the people. This was generally assigned as the reason 
of their taking up arms against Government : but I learnt 
from Haidar Hasan, who was very familiar with the officers 
of the troops, that they spoke privately as follows :—“If we 
continue united together, we shall not be defeated by the 
Government troops, but shall become masters of the country.” 

I consider that the native troops mutinied in the hope of 
worldly gain. The admixture of religion was only intended 
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to disguise their real object. If they were really fighting for 
religion, they would not have plundered the houses ayd 
property of the people, nor would they have oppressed and 
injured them, but would have fought only against the British 
Government. 

After the breaking out of the mutiny, the rebellious troops 
used to say they were masters of the country, and that they 
would take different princes to dift’erent provinces of the 
country. 

The Volunteer Regiment of Delhi® said, that before the 
breaking out of the mutiny, they had leagued with the troops 
at Meerut, and that the latter had corresponded with the 
troops in all other places, so that from every cantonment troops 
would arrive at Delhi. 

After the defection of the native army, I understood that 
letters were received at Delhi, from which it was evident that 
they had beforehand made common cause among themselves. 
The mutineers at Delhi also wrote to other regiments, re¬ 
questing them to come over. Indeed, at the request of some 
of the mutinous officers, the King addressed orders to the 
troops at Neemuch and Firozpur and other places, inviting 
them to proceed to join him. The usual drift of letters add¬ 
ressed by the Delhi mutineers was this, “So many of us have 
come in here, do you also, according to your promise, come 
over here quickly.” 

At the request of the mutinous officers the King used to give 
orders to the munshis® to write as they (the officers) desired. 

I cannot give any further information in regard to the pre¬ 
concerted conspiracy of the native troops; I have said all I 
know. 

Before their defection the native troops had settled it 
among them to kill all Europeans, including women and 
children, in every cantonment. 

I cannot explain, in detail, the arrangements which were 
made by the mutineers before their defection. I consider, 

8. 38 N.I. 

9. Clerka. 
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however, that all their plans had not been yet matured when 
the event took place. 

I did not hear that any particular date had been fixed for 
the execution of the plans of the mutineers; but I am inclined 
to think that none was fixed, because if there had been, all¬ 
usion would have been made to the fixed time, in the letters 
■which were addressed by the Delhi mutineers to the other 
troops, which was not the case. I mean some such language 
as the following would have been used in those letters— viz., 
■“You promised to rise up on such a date, but you have not 
arrived yet, so that you h.ive not kept your promise.” 

W'lien 1 stated above, that the *'eveHt” took place befoie the 
plans of the mutineers liad been matured, I referred to the 
“event” which occurred at Meerut. 

Indeed, I consider that had the event at Meerut not taken 
place so soon, the plans of the mutineers and their union 
would have become more perfect with greater length of time. 

The breaking out of the mutiny at Meerut somewhat before 
the proper time may be ascribed to one of the two following 
causes, viz-, either the Meerut troops were too precipitate or the 
Goveiiiment behaved severely towards them. 

Gulab Shah, the officer of the 3rd Cavalry, who came in 
from Meerut, in alluding to the severity of the Government, 
stated that they (Government) disarmed the troops and 
imprisoned the troopers in irons. 

In addition to the issue of the new cartridges, the sepoys 
numbered among their grievances and causes of their dissatis¬ 
faction with Government, the short leaves allowed to the 
troops,—the discontinuance of bata,—the sending out of troops 
to sea on shipboard,—and lastly, the little consideration (com¬ 
pared to previous times) shown, of late, to the sepoy army. 

But they brought forward, most conspicuously, the issue of 
cartridges as the strongest cause of their mutiny. Their other 
grievances, as above mentioned, were not adduced so pro¬ 
minently. The reason of this is obvious. In the cartridge 
dispute a religious element was involved, which served their 
purpose; inasmuch as the mass of the people (who are necess¬ 
arily ignorant) were deceived and really believed that they 
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were fighting for religion. The wicked were guided by 
motives of gain. 

The mutineers spoke of the British with contempt; they 
called them “Nasara” and Infidels, but they did not use foul 
language against them. 

They used to say that the Government would not allow 
any Chief to hold territorial possessions, and would not treat 
the natives of India with any consideration. 

In the native army both Hindus and Mahommedans were 
dissatisfied with Government, and the Hindus predominated 
in number, but, of the inhabitants of Delhi, the Hindus were 
dissatisfied in a less degree than the Mahommedans. 

The reason of the greater dissatisfaction of the Mahom¬ 
medans was that on the occassion of the ‘'’Bakr Eed'^ when 
there was a quarrel in regard to the slaughter of kine, the 
decision of the authorities was not agreeable to the Mahom- 
medan population. In addition to this, it was reported that 
the Government desired to make Christians of the natives of 
India by causing them to eat pork. 

Latterly, it was believed that the sepoys repented of their 
misconduct, and a proof of their repentance might be found 
in the fact that many secretly left their regiments; some applied 
to their officers for promotion of rank and increase of pay, and 
when their request was not granted, they left openly. 

The people in the palace or the princes did not know pre¬ 
viously that the sepoys of the Volunteer Regiment at Delhi 
had leagued with the Meerut troops against the Government. 
This was only known afterwards when the officers of the 
mutinous troops said so at Delhi. 

I consider that no correspondence passed between the 
sepoys and the native Chiefs before the open mutiny of the 
former; for if any had passed, allusion would have been made 
in the subsequent letters addressed to the Chiefs, to the circum¬ 
stances which was not the case. Moreover, if any such com¬ 
munication had been made, some portion of the mutinous 
troops would have proceeded to some of the Chiefs with whom 
they had leagued. This also was not the case. 
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I consider that the native army mutinied of their own 
accord, and not at the instigation of any Chiefs, because in 
the latter case the mutineers would have either themselves 
proceeded to joint their instigator, or caused him to join them. 

The mutinous troops would not appear to have won over 
the people of the country, because if they had, they would 
have treated them with considet ation, and would not have 
oppressed and plundered them as they did. 

The sepoys had not before their breaking out into mutiny 
united to themselves the Mussulman population of Delhi. If 
they had, they would not have oppressed and plundered the 
Mahonimedans of Delhi in the manner they did. 

The abandoned classes of the city required no instigation 
to rise up. The confusion and disorder of the time in itself 
encouraged them to unite with the sepoys. 

I am of opinion that no agreement was made between the 
Goojurs and the mutinous troops beforehand. But, after¬ 
wards, certain mutinous officers caused the King to grant a 
drum and standard^® to two Goojurs of the neighbourhood of 
Delhi, who were ertjoined to plunder the provisions of the 
British Camp. In like manner a Rao, who lesided in the 
vicinity of Sikandrah, in the Bulandshahr District, received a 
drum and standard from the King for similar service. 

During the period of disturbances no complaint was made 
against the defects of the civil administration under the British 
rule. The sepoys did not complain, because they were them¬ 
selves tyrannical; and the people had seen too much of the 
oppressive administration of the sepoys to complain against 
that of the British. 

Among the cavalry officers, Gulab Shah; among those of 
the infantry regiments, the officers of the Runjeet^^^^ and 
Alexander^ regiments; and among the King’s servants, Sidis 
Nasir Khan and Basant, eunuchs, were the principals who 
instigated the murder of the fifty Christians and Europeans. 

10. Proofs of royal authority being kind io them. 

11. IIN.I. 

12. 74 N. I. 
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The reason is, that Gulab Shah and his party was encamped 
in the Hayat Bakhsh garden, and used to be seated at the 
entrance of the royal apartments in the company of the 
eunuchs. 

Among the princes, Prince Abulbakr and Mirza Khair 
Sultan were the principals who caused the Europeans to be 
murdered. The others were only their accomplices. 

I spoke to the King on the subject in the presence of the 
eunuChs. Wlien the latter, at the request of Gulab Shah, 
solicited the King’s orders for killing the Europeans, I ex¬ 
plained to the King that it was forbidden in our own religion 
to kill women and children. I suggested to him that it was 
also prudent in a worldly point of view to preserve them. I 
advised him to obtain a “Fatwa” (verdict) from the doctors^® of 
the Mahommedan religion, prohibiting the slaughter of the 
women and children, and to show the verdict to the officers of 
the army, and then to keep them in custody in a safe place, 
and to preserve them as he would his own family and childien. 
I explained to him the immediate and also remote advantages 
of such conduct I explained to him that such was the line of 
conduct adopted by Sirdar Muhammad Akbar Khan of Cabul 
towards the Europeans who became his prisoners during the 
Afghan war. 1 pointed out to the King how, in consequence 
of such conduct, Akbar Khan succeeded in procuring the 
liberation of his father, the Arnir Dost Muhammad Khan, from 
confinement in the hands of the British, and how the Amir 
was ultimately restored to his country and kingdom. 

The effect of my suggestions was, that the King at that 
time withheld his sanction to the murder of the Christians, 
and for two days their lives were preserved. But afterwrds, 
the applicants prevailed upon the King to give his assent, and 
the eunuchs Basant and Sidi Nasir delivered up the Christians 
to Gulab Shah, who put them to death by the side of a re¬ 
servoir in the palace. 

If the King had kept the women and children in his own 
female apartments, and on their being demanded by the sepoys 
had explained to the latter that he would only agree to their 


13. The ulema 
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(the Christians) being murdered, after his (the King’s) own 
women and children had been first put to death, it was very 
probable that the sepoys would not have dared to enter the 
royal seraglio to forcibly seize and kill the Christians. 

The King could have safely said and done so. He frequen¬ 
tly spoke to the sepoys as resolutely. 

Had the King’s consent not been given, it was not possible 
that a false entry would have been made in the official docu¬ 
ments to the effect that his sanction had been given. 

The officers of the Runjeet and Alexander regiments were 
extremely hostile to Europeans and Christians, and even if 
Gulab Shah, and the two eunuchs Basant and Nasir, had not 
existed, the former would have demanded the murder of the 
Christians. But I do not consider that except them there 
were any others extremely hostile to the Christians. 

These Christians were put to death by Sidi Nasir, Allah 
Dad Wilayati, and the sowars of Gulab Shah, and certain 
Khas-bardars of the King. They were killed with swords. 
Allah Dad Wilayati was in the service of the King. 

First of all the regular troopers came, than followed the 
Volunteer Regiment of Delhi and entered the palace. The 
troopers were accompanied by two companies of the Volun¬ 
teers who were posted at the gates of the palace. The officers 
of the Volunteer Regiment said in a loud voice, “Here are 
the sowars from Meerut, the infantry regiments will follow 
shortly.” I gathered from the talk of the officers of the Delhi 
regiments that there was perfect union of mind between the 
Delhi and Meerut troops. Moreover, in the letters and orders 
which were addressed to the native regiments in other canton¬ 
ments, the sepoys never alluded to any promise of the addres¬ 
ses’ to proceed to Delhi. It was merely stated in those letters 
that such and such regiments had come in, “Do you come 
over also.” 

In my opinion the mutineers had several inducements for 
throwing themselves into the city of Delhi:— 

First —Delhi was close to Meerut, where the mutiny com¬ 
menced, and the Meerut troops were of one mind with those 
of Delhi. 
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Secondly —There was considerable treasure and abundance 
of magazine stores at Delhi. 

Thirdly —-There was a wall round Delhi, and the city could 
be well defended, 

Fourthly —The King of Delhi had no army, and was defen¬ 
celess; and— 

Fifthly —The King was a personage to wait upon whom all 
Chiefs, Hindu or Mahommedan, would have considered an 
honor to themselves. 

The troops did not inform the King previously of their 
intention to go over to him, nor had the King any knowledge 
of the Volunteer Regiment having made common cause with 
the Meerut troops. 

I never heard any complaints from the people of Delhi 
regarding the resumption or inams of rent-free grants, because 
I am not aware that any such giants had been resumed. Bi t 
the sepoys used to say that the Government would gradually 
resume all inams and pensions, and leave none in the enjoy¬ 
ment thereof. 

The annexation of Oudh was much talked of at Delhi. But 
as the majority of the iVIaliommedan population of Delhi are 
Sunnis, and a Moulavy of their sect, named Amir Ali had been 
blown, together with about four or five hundered Sunnis, from 
the mouth of cannon, on the occasion of the emeute at Hanu- 
man Garhi, l)y order of the King of Oudh, the Mahomme- 
dans of Delhi did not regard the annexation of Oudh with 
dissatisfaction. But, on the contrary, they believed that the 
King of Oudh had been punished for having shed the blood 
of innocent Sunnis, in the loss of his kingdom. As regards 
the Hindus of Delhi, I never heard that they were in any 
manner dissatisfied at the annexation of Oudh. 

The sepoys used to remark that the English would take 
prossession of every country in the same manner as they had 
occupied Oudh; but I did not perceive that they were particu¬ 
larly grieved at the annexation of Oudh. 

I heard no complaints from the sepoys regarding the 
revenue administration under the British rule in Oudh.^ 
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I do not consider that the annexation of Oudh was one 
among other causes of the revolt of the sepoys. My impression 
is that they had no cause to be grieved on that account. They 
lost nothing by it, but, on the contrary, were liberated from 
the oppression of the Oudh Government. The sepoys who 
were at Delhi never complained particularly against the anne¬ 
xation of Oudh, But they certainly used to say that the British 
would take possession of every province as they had occupied 
Oudh; and that they took possession of that country even 
though the King did not fight against them. 

I consider that the sepoys would have mutinied, even 
though Oudh had not been annexed, because they were ripe 
for revolt. 

Three or four of the Lucknow mutinous regiments addres¬ 
sed petitions to the King, in which they stated that they would 
proceed to Delhi after they had made themselves master of 
Oudh, and added that they had besieged the British in Baiilee 
Guard Kudrat-ulla-Khan, Risaldar, accompanied by a 
hundred sowars, also brought a petition from all the Oudh 
tioops, and was introduced into the King’s piesence by Bakht 
Khan. He presented the coin recently struck in the name of 
Bahadur Shah. The impression on the coin was as follow;— 

“Siraj-ud-din Bahadur Shah Ghazi has struck upon gold the 

coin of victory/' 

The petitioners stated that they had elevated a son^^ of Wajid 
Ali Shah on the Gaddi, on the condition that he should be the 
Wazir of Bahadur Shah, and acknowledge allegiance to that 
King, They added that they had caused the prince to write 
down an agreement to that effect, and had further explained 
to him that he had been raised to the throne subject to the 
sanction of the King. 

The King ordered Bakht Khan to reply to the petition con¬ 
veying his sanction to the arrangement. 

The gold mohurs which were presented by Kudrat-ulla 
Khan, Risaldar, to the King, are now in the possession of the 
Commissioner of Delhi. 

14. Brijis Q,adar who wa* crowned as Nawab of Oudh on 7 July 1857. 
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I do not consider that Wajid Ali Shah, the King of Oudh, 
had any share in these proceedings. 

If Wajid Ali Shah, or Ali Naki Khan had been in league 
with the sepoys, the circumstance could not have remained a 
secret, and moreover, the latter would have proceeded to 
Lucknow. Furthermore, in tliat case, the sepoys would not 
have raised to the throne the younger son of Wajid Ali Shah, 
to the exclusion of Wajid Ali Shah himself and his eldest son. 

I am of opinion the Oudh troops would not have proceeded 
to Delhi after they had succeeded in taking possession of 
Baillee Guard, because they would have betaken themselves 
to the management of the extensive territory of Oudh. I 
consider that the authority of tlie son of Wajid Ali Shah, 
whom they had raised to the throne, would have been only 
nominal. 

I never heard that any correspondence was carried on 
with Wajid Ali Shah during his residence in Calcutta, and I 
believe that none took place Neither was any correspondence 
carried on with Ali Naki Khan. Formerly some correspon¬ 
dence took place through the medium of Mirza Haidai’; but 
when that individual gave out, at Lticknow, that the King of 
Delhi had become a convert to the Shia religion and the King 
denied at Delhi that he had, Mirza Haidar discontinued 
writing to the King, nor did he come to Delhi afterwards, 
and as Mirza Haidar was the medium of communication 
between the King of Oudh and Delhi, and that man had not 
accompanied the King of Oudh to Calcutta, no correspondence 
took place between the two kings. 

I did not hear from any of the sepoys that either the King 
of Oudh or any of his relatives or dependants instigated the 
sepoys to revolt. I cannot speak of the Oudh troops, because 
none came from thence to Delhi. 

During the disturbances I heard that Mirza Haidar was 
at Lucknow, but that he was detailed along with other native 
chiefs of influence at Baillee Guard by the British officers. 

No correspondence took place between Mirza Haidar and 
the King of Delhi during the disturbances. Indeed, all corres¬ 
pondence between them had ceased, since Mirza Hai(|ar had 



DELHI IN 1857 


425 


reported at Lucknow the conversion of the King to the Shia 
religion. 

I shall now describe from what regiments and places peti¬ 
tions were received by the King. 

Neemugh 

The Neemuch troops addressed a petition to the King, in 
which they stated that they had arrived at Agta, where they 
had gained a victory and driven the British into the fort which 
they had laid siege to. But they added that they had no heavy 
guns, so that they intended to proceed to Delhi, and return 
from thence to Agra, carrying along with them heavy guns 
from Delhi, and they would then take the Agra Fort. They 
mentioned in their petition that they had killed their European 
officers. This petition was written from Muthra, and in the 
names of Ghous Khan, Hira Singh, Subadars, It was brought 
by a shutar-sowar^-^, and was presented to the King by Bakht 
Khan, who spoke in very high terms of the Neemuch troops. 
The King directed that a reply be addressed calling them over 
to Delhi. A reply was sent accordingly. 

Jhansi 

A messenger brought a petition from the Jhansi troops, 
and delivered it to the eunuchs, who presented it to the King. 
In this petition, the writers stated that they had killed their 
European officers, and were desirous of proceeding to Delhi. 
The King directed a reply to be sent telling them to come 
over. 

Danapur (Dinapore)^® 

A petition was brought from Dinapore by an officer of the 
Delhi troops, about two and-a-half months after the breaking 
out of the mutiny, in which the writers stated either that they 
had started for Delhi or intended to do so. The King ordered a 
reply to be sent telling them to come over. I cannot say positi¬ 
vely whether any troops came from Dinapore or not. 

Allahabad 

Two sepoys in the disguise of travellers brought a petition 
from the Allahabad troops. It was presented to the King 

15. A cavalry man. 

16. A town in Bihar. 
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through the officers of the Volunteer Regiment about a month 
and-a-half after the mutiny. They signifieed their devotio;;! 
to the King, and expressed their intention to proceed to 
Delhi. A reply was sent telling them to come over. 

Aligarh 

A petition was presented on the part of the Aligarh troops 
to the King by an officer of the Delhi mutineers about two 
and-a-half months after the rebellion. I do not know whether 
the petition was brought by a messenger, or whether it 
arrived by dak. The contents were, either that the petitioneis 
had started for Delhi or intended to do so. They were told 
in reply that they might come over. 

Muthra 

Two messengers brought a petition from the Muthra troops 
about twenty days after the mutiny, which was presented by 
the officers of the Volunteer Regiment. The writers stated 
that they were proceeding to Delhi bringing treasure along 
with them. A reply was sent as usual. Shortly afterwards 
these troops arrived, bringing one lakh of rupees of treasure. 

Bulandshahr^’ 

Mirza Moghal produced before the King a sepoy belonging 
to the Bulandshahr troops who had brought a petition, in 
which it was said they were marching to Delhi with all the 
treasure they had in their possession. Accordingly, they 
brought thirty thousand rupees with them. But I heard that 
the sepoys had appropriated a portion of the treasure to them¬ 
selves, at they were marching to Delhi. 

Roorki'* 

I believe that a sepoy, in the disguise of a traveller, 
brought a petition from the Roorki troops, which was presen¬ 
ted to the King about a month and-a-half after the rebellion, 
by the officers of the “Mapert” regiment. The contents were 
that the writers were desirous of proceeding to Delhi, and 
would serve the King truly. A reply was sent as usual, and 

17. A town in U.P. 

18. A town in U.P. 
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about 300 men of the Sappers and Miners arrived under the 
command of K.adar Bakhsh. This officer became very intimate 
with Mirza Khair Sultan, and acquired some influence over 
the King. He frequently had a voice in the proceedings of 
the army, and, in conjunction with Bakht Khan, obtained the 
permission of the King to exact money from the bankers and 
wealthy Mahommedans of the city. 

FarrukhabadI® 

Bakht Khan had left some troops at Farrukhabad before he 
came to Delhi. He intimated the fact to the King at little 
before two months after the breaking out of the mutiny. 

Hansi 

Two sowars brought a petition from Hansi; in which the 
writers stated that they were fighting for the King and were 
proceeding to Delhi to fight for religion. This petition was 
presented to the King, I believe by Gulab Shah, the Comman¬ 
der of the Meerut troops, about six weeks after disturbances. 
Three sowars came from Hansi. 

Sfrsa 

Three petitions were received from Sirsa"®. One from Gouri 
Shankar, officer of the “Tukyur” Regiment, the second from 
a cavalry risaidar whose name I forget, and the third from 
Shahzadah Muhammad Azirn^*, of the Commissariat Depart¬ 
ment. The petitioners stated that they had already performed 
good service to the King, and added that they were procee¬ 
ding to Delhi with all the money of the Customs Department. 
These petitions were brought by two messengers, about six 
weeks after the mutiny. A reply was sent as usual. Shortly 
afterwards the troops arrived bringing with them 30,000 rupees 
treasure, about 200 bullocks, and 50 or 60 sheep. 

Karnal 

No petition was received from the troops at Karnals®. 

19. A town in U.P. 

20. A town in Haryana. 

21. Assistant Patrol at Bhattu (Hissar) in Haryana referred to eaxlier. 

22. A town in Haryana. 
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Nasirabad^^ 

Two sepoys brought a petition in which, as usual, the troops 
signified their readiness to march to Delhi. Mirza Moghal 
presented the petition to the King, and the usual reply was 
sent. Between two to two thousand five hundred men (cavalry 
and infantry) arrived with a number of guns. 

Saugor and Jabbulpur2^ 

I believe petitions came from these places, and that replies 
were also sent. 

The Panjab—(Firozpur) 

A sepoy, disguised as a fakir, brought a petition from the 
Firozpur troops, Mirza Moghal presented the petition to the 
King. The messenger was told that a reply would be given 
next day. The man told me he had come from Firozpur, and 
that the troops at that place were all ready to march to Delhi, 
and had mutinied against the British Government. I did not 
see the petition, nor did Mirza Moghal mention to me that 
any petition had been received from Firozpur. This petition 
was received about six weeks after the commencement of 
disturbances, before Bakht Khan had j'oined. Only Neemuch 
aud Jhansi troops arrived after Bakht Khan; the greater part 
of other troops had already joined before him. 

Ambala 

A sepoy, in the disguise of a fakir, brought a petition from 
the Ambala troops, but I cannot speak positively in this matter, 
nor am I sure that any reply was sent. 

Phillour 

If I recollect right I believe that an officer of the Bailie 
Regiment (the 20th N. I.) brought a petition from the Phillour 
troops, but none of the latter accompanied him. This was two 
months after the commencement of disturbances. The 
contents were that petitioners would march to Delhi after 
serving the King’s cause at Phillour. The usual reply was sent. 
Long afterwards about 200 men came to Delhi. 

23. A town in Rajasthan. 

24. A town in Madhya Pradesh. 
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Jallandhar 

I believe that some sepoy, disguised as a traveller, brought 
a petition from the Jallandhar troops, and some officer of the 
‘^‘Runjit” Regiment (the 11th N. I.) presented the petition to 
the King. The contents were as usual, as was also the reply. 

Sealkote 

No sepoy came from Sealkote with any petition; but a 
petition was received from that place and presented to the King 
by any officer of one of the Delhi mutinous regiments about 
two months and upwards after the mutiny. The writers 
expressed their desire to march to Delhi. A reply was ordered 
to he sent. I do not recollect whether any troops came from 
Sealkote or not. 

Jhelum 

The petition from Jhelum came very late, about three 
months after the commencement of the mutiny. It was 
received, I believe, through Kadir Bakhsh, of the Roorki 
Sappers and Miners. The subject was as usual, as was also 
the reply. 

Rawul pindee 

Two sepoys, disguised as Brahman travellers, brought a 
petition from the Rawul Pindee troops, in which the writers 
stated that they were prepared to march to Delhi and serve 
the King. This petition was presented to the King by the 
officers of the “Mapert” Reginment. A reply was ordered to 
be written as usual. This petition was received about two 
months after the breaking out of the mutiny, 

Loodhiana 

I heard that a petition had been received from Loodhiana, 
and I believe that one was received. But I do not know 
through whom it came. I believe a reply was also sent. I do 
not remember its contents, but I heard that the troops were 
expected at Delhi. If any petition came it must have arrived 
about two months after breaking out of disturbances. 

No petition came from the troops at Benarest Azimgarhf 
Gorukhpuff Cawnpur, Meerut^ Saharunputf Bijnour, Mooradabad, 
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Fatlehgurhy Fattehpur, Bareilly^ Budaon, Agra, Sahajanpur, Ghagee- 
pur^''\ 

None also came from the troops at Amritsar, Hoshiarpur, 
Kangra, Lahore, Attack, Peshawar, Mooltan, Googaria, Goojrat, 
Dehra Ismail Khan, Dehra, Ghazi Khan, Shahpur, Khangarh or 
Leiah'^^. 

Likewise no petition was received from the troops at Cal¬ 
cutta or Barrackpore or other contonments in the Eastern 
Provinces. 

No petition was received from the Bombay or Sindh troops; 
but the mutineers represented to the King that the Bombay 
Army had written to them to the effect that they were ready to 
proceed to Delhi. I heard this once or twice. I cannot speak 
positively whether any petition came or not. 

A petition was received from the Gwalior troops from a 
place beyond the Chambul (of which 1 forget the name), in 
which they said that they had fifty guns and magazine stores 
in such abundance that five thousand carts would be required 
to carry them. But they were unable to cross the Chambul 
which was at its height. This petition was received two months 
after the breaking out of disturbances. They were told in 
reply they could come when the river had subsided. 

No communication was addressed by the Delhi mutineers 
to the troops of Bikanir, Jasalmair Jodhpur, Jaipur, Jhajjar, Alwar, 
Kotah or Boondyr^. Nor was any received from them at Delhi 

Petitions were received by the King from the Chiefs of 
Jhajjar, Ballabgarh, Farrukhnagar^^, and from VValidad Khan of 
Malagarh in the Bulandshahr district. In these petitions they 
professed allegiance to the King, and excused their personal 
attendance on the ground that their absence would unsettle 
their countries. The Jhajjar Nawab sent three hundred sowars 
under the command of his father-in-law, Abdul Samad Khan. 
The Ballabhgarh Chief sent 15 sowars. No troops came from 
Farrukhnagar; and VValidad Khan asked for troops and guns, 

25. A town in Uttar Pradesh. 

26. Towns in Punjab. 

27. Towns in Rajasthan. 

28. States in Haryana. 
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but none were sent until long afterwards when, two hundred 
sowars were sent. Walidad Khan was himself present at 
Delhi at the time of the breaking out of the mutiny. He 
obtained a patent confering upon him the government of the 
Doab, and left Delhi. 

Khan Bahadur Khan*® sent a petition and Wakii through 
medium of Bakht Khan. He also sent an elephant, a horse 
with Silver ornaments, and one hundred and one gold niohurs 
as a present. Several petitions were received from Rao Tula 
Ram®®, asking for troops. He sent forty thousand rupees trea- 
suie, which was paid into the King’s treasury through the 
medium of Bakht Khan. “Shukkas” were addressed to the 
following Chiefs at the request of the mutinous troops, calling 
upon them (the Chiefs) to come over with their troops, and 
munitions of war. 

Jhajjar, Baliabgarh, Farnikhnagar, Khan Bahadur Khan of 
Bareilly, Jaipur, Alwar, Jodhpur, Bikanir, Gwalior, and Baija Bai, 
and Jaisalmair. Two shukkas were addiessed to Baija Bai; but 
she replied to neither of them. 

A shukka was addressed to the Patiala Rajah through Bakht 
Khan. It conveyed the pardon of the King for the Maha¬ 
rajah’s faults, at the instance of Abdul Islam, and called upon 
the Maharajah to supply cash, and to light against the 
English®^. 

A shukka was also addressed to tlie Jurnrnoo Chief and 
made over for transmission to Bakht Khan. Ihis person had 
previously presented to the King a petition (which was belie¬ 
ved to have been forged) purporting to have been written by 
Rajah Gulab Singh, in which the Rajah was represented to 
say that he would soon march to Delhi with his troops, puni¬ 
shing on his way the Maharajah of Patiala; also that the Amir 
Dost Muhammad Khan was an ally of Juinmoo, and would 
not fail to render service to the King. The shukka to the 
address of the Jummoo Chief called upon him to proceed 
with munitions of war to Delhi. 

29. Of Bareilly (U.P.). 

30. Tula Ram (1825-1863) : The Rao of Rewari (Haryana); played a signi¬ 
ficant role in the uprising; died mt Kabul at the age of 38. 

31. The Raja, a graatally of the British, played a double game for sometime. 
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Replies were received to the effect mentioned above from 
the Chiefs of Jhajjar^ Ballabhgrah, Farrukhnagar, and Kj^an 
Bhadur Khan of Bareilly, but none were received from Jaipur^ 
Alwar^ Jodhpurt Bikanir, Gwalior, Jaisalmair, patiala or Jurnmoo. 

These latter Chiefs sent no reply, because they had no 
inclination to side with the King. 

The Jodhpur and Gwalior Chiefs would appear to be deter¬ 
mined to remain staunch in their alliance to the British 
Government. The mutiny of their troops did not alienate 
those Chiefs personally from the British. 

No shukka was sent to Bhartpur®*, because the troops at 
Delhi said that the Rajah was a child, and the administration 
was carried on there by British officers. 

No communication was addressed to Indore and none was 
ed, received from there. 

Kunwar Singh, the rebel of Shahabad®®, was not address- 
and no communication was received from him. 

No communication was addressed to the Rajah of Benares, 
or the Rajah of Rewah, nor to the Nawab of Banda, and none 
was received from any of those Chiefs. 

No correspondence took place between the King and the 
Chiefs in Nagpur, 

Neither the Bahawalpur, nor the Kaparthulla, nor the Hill 
Chiefs under the Simla Agency were addressed, and no com¬ 
munication was received from any of these Chiefs. 

The Nepal Chief was not addressed and no communication 
was received from him. 

After the accumulation of the mutinous army at Delhi, 
shukkas were addressed to those Chiefs who were pointed out 
by the troops. And as the troops signified no desire for the 
Nepal Chief being written to, he was not addressed. 

No correspondence passed between the King and the Chief 

32. A Jat state in Bajasthan, 

33. One of the foremost leaders of the Revolt; the Rajput ruler had already 

lived the Biblical age of three score and ten at the time of the uprising, 

yet he gave a heroic fight and fell fighting after a victory on 24 April 

1858. •* 
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of Gnjrat in the Deccan, or the Chiefs of Baluchistan, Afgha¬ 
nistan or the Khyber Pass. 

At first, the troops said that the King’s servants had not 
written to the Chiefs from whom no replies had been received. 
But when they themselves wrote and no reply was still received, 
they said the Chiefs were all of them disloyal, and would be 
punished after the British had been vanquished. 

The intelligent among the troops said that the Chiefs were 
watching the turn of events, and were afraid, under the 
existing circumstances, to act decisively. Gouri Shankar, who 
is a most intelligent officer, used to observe that the presence 
of the Government, troops on the hill before Delhi was a pain¬ 
ful thorn in their (the mutineers’) side, and that as soon as 
this was removed, all would be right. 

The sepoys used to say that there were in the first instance 
only two regiments of European soliders on the ridge, but 
these had diminished to two or three hundred only. And 
that when these shall have been killed the Biitish would leave 
the r idge. 

None of the officers of the troops expressed a wish for the 
Bahawalpur Nawab being addressed, and I consider that the 
Nawab did not addsess the King, because the former had an 
old pique against the latter, inasmuch as when Nawab Bhawal 
Khan, the late Chief of Bahawalpur, passed through Delhi, 
the King forbade his son to enter the Dewan-i-Khas, unless 
he agreed to lay down his arms and take off his ornaments. 

No petition was received from any of the Chukladars or 
Governors of Oudh, 

A petition was received from Moulavy Liakat Ali, the 
leader of the religious warriors of Allhabad, in which he inti¬ 
mated that the was about to proceed to Delhi, and asked for 
military aid in order to reduce his part of the country. No 
reply was sent at the time, because he was himself expected; 
but when he came he was introduced to the King, by Bakht 
Khan, and returned after obtaining a patent, appointing him 
Governor of Lucknow. This took place three months after the 
commencement of disturbances. 
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No petition was received from the Nana^^j but, about two 
months after the breaking out of the mutiny, a confidential 
agent (a Maratha) of the Nana’s arrived at Delhi, and wa's 
introduced to the King by Mirza Moghal. At the request of 
the Mirza a shukkatwas addressed to the Nana, inviting him 
over to Delhi. The agent them returned. 

A sukkka was addressed to the Chief of Patoudi, but he 
sent no reply. I do not remember whether any shukka was 
addressed to the Chief of Dojana, but no petition was received 
from him 

I will now proceed to describe from what districts petitions 
were received from among the general population of the 
country. 

District Guroaon 

The Zamindars of Gurgaon proper addressed a petition, 
bringing to the notice of the King the disordered state of the 
district, and begging that an officer might be deputed to as¬ 
sume tlie administration. Thereupon Moulavy Faiz-ul-hak, 
who had come in from Alwar, proposed that his sister’s son 
(whose name I forget), who was formerly employed in that 
district under the British Government, should be appointed. 
This man was accordingly appointed “Ziladar,” in charge 
of the district. But I am not aware whether he went to 
Gurgaon or not. This appointment was made only about 
fifteen or twenty days before the fall of Delhi. Faiz-ul-hak 
also appointed several tahsildars under the Ziladar. 

Rewari 

Rao Tula Ram, the perpetual settlement holder of Rewari, 
sent an agent of his own through Bakht Khan with a petition, 
in which he stated that he had been managing the territory, 
but that the collections of the current harvest had been ex¬ 
pended among the army. He offered to pay a“nazarana” to 
the amount of foity-five thousand rupees in consideration of 
the territory being granted to him in jagir in perpetuity. 

34. Nana Sahib, Dhondupant, of Bithur; was an adopted son of Bajirao II, 
the Ex-Peshwa of Poona; succeed^ to the Peshawai in 1853; fought 
against British in 1857; defeated; crossed over the Nepal, where he died. 
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Bakht Khan accordingly obtained a patent conferring Rewari 
in perpetual jagir on Tula Ram This was done three months 
after the breaking out of the rebellion Ten days before the 
fall of Delhi the sum of rupees forty thousand was paid into the 
King’s treasury by Tula Ram. 

Badsuahpur 

The Zamindars of Badshahpur applied for a tahsildar. 
The Ziladar was ordered to arrange for the appointment of a 
tahsildar. 

District of Delhi 

No communication was received from any party of any 
note out of the walls of the city. 

District of Rohtak 

The Rohtak people sent no petition to the King, but they 
arranged for supplying provisions to the troops. 

Hissar 

The guaids attached to the Hissar jail, as well as the 
officials of the Customs Department, sent petitions to the King. 
I do not remember the names of the writers : they stated that 
they were anxious to proceed to Delhi. This communication 
was received two months after the breaking out of disturb¬ 
ances. 

Karnal 

No petition was received from this district. 

Sirsa 

I have already described the conduct of Shahzadah 
Muhammad Azim. No communication was received from 
any of the Zamindars of this district. 

Meerut 

No communication was received from this district. 

Bulandshahr 

The conduct of Walidad Khan has been already described. 
No communication was received from or addressed to any 
other party. 
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Saharanpur and Muzaffarnagar 

No communication was either addressed to or received • 
from any party in these districts. 

Bijnur 

A petition was received from the Zamindars of this district; 
they begged tha' the administration might be assumed by the 
King. They were informed, in reply, that the management 
would be assumed as soon as the troops should march to that 
district. This petition was received three months after the 
breaking out of the mutiny. 

Muradabad 

No petition was received from any rebel in that district, 
nor was any party addressed from Delhi. 

Bareilly 

A petition was received from Khan Bahadur Khan, who 
had been elevated to the governorship by Bakht Khan. He 
also sent an agent with an elephant, a horse and one hundred 
gold mohurs as a present for the King. I forget the name of 
the agent; he was introduced to the King by Bakht Khan. A 
shukka was addressed in reply, conveying the satisfaction of 
the King, and directing Khan Bahadur Khan to remit to Delhi 
the surplus balance of his collections after defraying the 
expenses. 

Budaon 

No communication was received from any party in this 
district. 

PiLIBHIT 

None from here. 

Mathura District 

The brother of Dundi Khan, the Jagirdar of Garhi near 
Mathura, sent a petition by his nephew, in which he applied 
for the release of his jagirs which had been resumed by the 
British Government. Bakht Khan supported the application. 
This took place about three months after the commencement of 
the disturbances. Bakht Khan insisted upon the bearer of 
the petition accompanying the troops in one of their att||cks 
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Upon the Government troops. The man (Umrao Bahadur) 
was wounded on the occasion, and died within a week. 
Bakht Khan had obtained a patent granting the Istimrardari 
rights to the applicant. But Umrao Bahadur having died at 
Delhi, the patent never reached the intended grantee. 

District of Agra 

No communication was received from this district; but I 
have already mentioned that Moulavy Faiz Ahmad came from 
that city in person; Wazir Khan Doctor (Sub-Assistant 
Surgeon) also came : he knew English well. Bakht Khan 
was his supporter, and caused a patent to be granted him, 
appointing thim Governor of Agra. Wazir Khan accompanied 
Bakht Klian when the latter fled from Delhi. 

Districts of Aligarh, Gawnpur and Fatehgarh 

No correspondence passed between Delhi and these 
districts. 

Mainpuri 

A petition was received from the Rajah of Mainpuri, asking 
for troops. Mirza Moghal was ordered to arrange, after 
consulting the officers of the army, for despatching troops to 
Mainpuri. But next day the officers represented that the 
troops were not willing to march until they had driven off the 
British troops before Delhi. A reply was sent to this effect 
accordingly. 

No communication was received from any other party in 
this district. 

Districts of Gorakhpur and Fatehpur Haswa 

I have no remembrance that any communication was 
received from this district or from the district of Kumaon. 

District of Allahabad 

I have already mentioned that Moulavy Liakat Ali came 
from this district and obtained a patent appointing him 
Governor. No communication was received from any other 
party. 

Rajah of Banda near Rewah 

No shukka was addressed to this Chief, nor was any 
communication received from him. 
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Districts of Azimgarh, Shahjahanpur, Etawah, 
Ghazipur, Benaras and Gya 

No communication passed between the King and these 
districts. 

Bundelkhand, Jubbulpur, Saugor, Malwa, and 
the Deccan Territories 

I have no remembrance of any correspondence having 
passed between Delhi and these districts. 

The Nizam of Hyderabad (Deccan), Gutch and 
Gujrat. The Eastern Provinces; Calcutta, 
Barrackpore, Monghyr, Dinapore, &g. 

No correspondence passed between the King and the 
Nizam, or any of the latter’s subjects, nor between the King 
and any parties in Gutch or Gujrat. I have no remembrance 
of any communication having been received from the Eastern 
Districts. 

Patna 

Neither the Nawab of Patna, nor any other party, addressed 
the King, nor were they addressed from Delhi. 

The Panjab 

No communication was received from any party in the 
Panjab. 

No communication was received from any of the Zamin- 
dars of the Bari Doab District in the Panjab, nor were any 
addressed from Delhi. 

1 did not hear the troops making mention of any hackery 
men from the Panjab. 

No communication was received from any of the Bundelah 
tribes, nor were they addressed from Delhi, and no person of 
that tribe came to Delhi. 

No correspondence passed between the King and the 
Akhund of Swat; but two men were introduced by Bakht Khan 
to the King as having been sent by the Akhund. Hasan Askari 
took them before the King. These men were both ‘*Wilayatis” 
(people of Afghanistan). One, who looked rather a respectable 
man, presented a sword on the part of the Akhund to the King. 
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He also produced a writing bearing the seal of the Akhund, 
the purport of which was that the bearer was the Akhund’s 
“Khalifa” (Vicegerent). He requested that it might be proclai¬ 
med in the city that the followers of the Akhund of Swat were 
on their way to Delhi for the purpose of joining in the religious 
war. But next day a Syad (I do not know his name) told the 
King that the man had not been really sent by the Akhund of 
Swat, nor was he a follower of the Akhund, and that the man 
had forged the writing which he had re-presented as being 
that of the Akhund. The King gave orders to Bakht Khan 
to make enquiries; but I do not know what Bakht Khan did in 
the matter. I know, however, that the man left Delhi three 
days afterwards. 

The King’s Administrative Policy 

An order was issued at one time, prohibiting the army and 
princes from interfering in the general administration of the 
State. It was proposed that justice should be administered by 
Muftis and Sadr-ul-Sudrs, and that neither the army nor 
revenue officers were to interfere. This order was, however, 
never acted upon. The princes, supported by the troops, 
always interfered. The King himself appointed no tahsildars 
for the collection of revenue; but Bakht Khan did appoint 
tahsildars at Palwal, Hodal, and Shahdarah, and a Ziladar at 
Gurgaon; but no revenue was collected. The princes, also, 
resolved to send their troops to collect revenue; but the mea¬ 
sure was not carried out. The “Adalat” was presided over by 
Moulavy Faiz Ahmad, who had arrived from Agra, and the 
princes Mirza Khair Sultan and Mirza Moghal. A Kotwal, 
and thanadars were appointed in the city; but I do not remem¬ 
ber the names of the thanadars. First of all Muin-ud-din 
Hasan Khan, son of Nawab Kudrat-ullah Khan, inhabitant of 
Delhi, was appointed kotwal; but he was dismissed after a 
short time, in consequence of his oppressing the people. After 
him the post of kotwal was given, at the recommendation of 
Khwaja Wajib-ud-Din Khan, to Kazi Faizuliah of Delhi, and 
next to Mir Mubarak Shah, a Syad of Ilaka Rampur. Thana¬ 
dars were also appointed at NajafGarh, Mahroli, Shahdarah, 
Paharganj, and Bhadrapur; but 1 do not remember their 
names. Besides the princes, Bakht Khan also interfered in 
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these matters. Indeed he had caused an order to be issued to 
the thanadars and kotwal enjoining them to act up to Qakht 
Khan’s orders. 

The sepoys used to say that after they had made themselves 
masters of the whole country, they would allot different provi¬ 
nces to the several princes. 

I believe many men were not appointed for the purpose of 
conducting the administration, and those that were, were 
nominated either by Bakht Khan or the princes. 

No governor was appointed for Meerut. The governorship 
of Bulandshahr was conferred on Walidad Khan. A patent 
was granted to Wazir Khan, doctor, appointing him governor 
of Oudh; but he never left Delhi to assume charge of his office. 
No man was nominated for Aligarh. Khan Bahadur Khan 
was governor of Rohilkhand. No more appointments were 
made. No man went to Rajputana, and although one was 
nominated to the Guigaon district, he never went to take 
charge of the district. 

I can give no detailed information regarding the discipline 
of the army. The King was never consulted in this matter; 
but I understand that the troops which were detached for sally¬ 
ing out and attacking the Government forces, used to be com¬ 
posed of three or four sections, for instance, the Nasirabad and 
Neemuch sections, and so on, according to the regiments who 
composed the attacking column. This was arranged, the day 
preceding that on which the attack was to be made, by the di¬ 
fferent officers in mutual consultation at the residence of Mirza 
Moghal. At all other times the sepoys lodged themselves as 
they pleased, indiscriminately, without reference to their regi¬ 
ments. 

Gouri Shankar had obtained permission to assemble the 
officers and confirm the different parties in the ranks enjoyed 
by them while in the service of the British Government. But 
no such meeting was ever convened. No vacancies which 
occurred were filled; each continued to hold his former rank. 

My opinion is, that it was not possible to preserve proper 
discipline in the army. The troops as a body wer^f offended at 
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the title of Governor-General having been granted to Bakht 
Khan. They actually addressed a petition to the King in 
which they signified their unwillingness to be commanded by 
Bakht Khan. They represented that Bakht Khan was only an 
artillery officer unfit for the office of governor; that he had 
neither brought in any treasure, nor did lie show proper defe¬ 
rence to the King. And they added that Mirza Moghal, the 
King’s son, who had been already entrusted with full powers 
in military matters, was fit for the post of Governor-General, 
and that the troops as a body were willing to be commanded 
by him. The King forwarded this petition to Bakht Khan, 
with a request that he would suggest a proper leply. He 
suggested that the army might be divided into three divisions, 
one to be composed of the infantry regiments of Delhi and 
Meerut; the second, of the tioops who accompanied bakht 
Khan, the Neemuch brigade and the Sirsa men; and the third 
division to comprise the rest of the troops. The K ing sent for 
Mirza Moghal, and explained to him accordingly. 

The reason of the ascendancy of Bakht Khan was this. 
When he first arrived, he advised the King not to entrust too 
much power in the hands of his sons, and suggested that all 
orders be communicated to him (Bakht Khan), in which case 
everything would go on as should be desired by the King. 
The King was already dissatisfied with the insubordinate 
conduct of his sons, so this advice of Bakht Khan suited his 
own wishes, and Bakht Khan rose daily in the estimation of 
the King. 

The Wahabis® ‘ 

During the disturbances a number of Wahabis arrived from 
Tonk. They complained that the Nawab had neither given them 
money nor any help. Wahabis also came from other directions. 

Bakht Khan was himself a Wahabi, as were also Muham¬ 
mad Ghafi, Risaldar, and Moulavy Imam Khan, also a Risal- 
dar. Moulavy Abdul Ghaffur and Moulavy Sarfaraz Ali were 
also Wahabis. Sarfaraz Ali was constituted by Bakht Khan 
the leader of the religious warriors, and Bakht Khan supported 
these men. 

35. Aseet among Mahomedans which played important role in the uprising. 
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A larger number of Wahabis joined after the arrival of 
Bakht Khan. 

These Wahabis printed and published a proclamation invi¬ 
ting all Mahomedans to arm and fight for their religion. A 
fatwa was also published, declaring that it was the duty of all 
Mahomedans to make religious war, and that otherwise their 
families and children would be destroyed and ruined. 

This proclamation was distinct from that of Bahadur Khan. 

Wahabis came from several parts of the country; from 
Jaipur, Bhupal, Hansi, Hissar and some Wilayatis; but I do 
not remember the names of the particular places from which 
they came. The details were contained in the records of 
Mirza Moghal’s office. 

Out of Delhi the Hindus were as much hostile to the British 
Government as the Mahomedans at first, and the same was 
the case within the city itself. But when Bakht Khan came in 
and assembled the Mahomedans, and compelled the Moulavis 
to give in “fatwa” enjoining upon the Mahomedans the duty 
of making religious war upon the British, their fanaticism was 
aroused, and they rose up in a body against Government. 

At Bulandshahr, Aligarh, and Meerut, &c., the Hindus 
were as much hostile to Government as the Mahomedans. 

Bakht Khan once represented to the King that a man had 
arrived from the Akhund of Swat. The next day two men 
were introduced to the King by Pirzadah Hasan Askari; one 
of them presented a sword on the part of the Akhund. 
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